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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Meeting of the 

Melton City Council will be held in the  
Council Chambers, Melton Civic Centre,  

232 High Street Melton on  
27 October 2025 at 7:00 PM. 

 
 

THIS AGENDA CONTAINS REPORTS TO BE DEALT 
WITH AT A CLOSED MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 
  

 

Roslyn Wai 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

 



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 OCTOBER 2025 
 

Page 2 

Visitors to the Gallery please note: 
Proceedings at Council meetings are controlled by the Chairperson. The Chairperson is 
empowered to enforce the provision of Council’s Governance Rules, which includes the 
following aspects: 

• Members of the public do not have a right to address Council and may only do so 
with the consent of the Chair or by prior arrangement.  

• Any member of the public addressing Council must extend due courtesy and respect 
to Council and the processes under which it operates and must take direction from 
the Chair whenever called on to do so. 

• A member of the public present at a Council meeting must not disrupt the meeting. 

• The Chair may order and cause the removal of any person, other than a Councillor, 
who disrupts any meeting or fails to comply with a direction given under sub-Rule 
79.2. 

• If the Chair is of the opinion that disorder at the Council table or in the gallery makes 
it desirable to adjourn the Council meeting, he or she may adjourn the meeting to a 
later time on the same day or to some later day as he or she thinks proper. 

• The Chair may ask the Chief Executive Officer or a member of the Victoria Police to 
remove from the Chamber any person who acts in breach of the Governance Rules 
and whom the Chair has ordered to be removed from the gallery under Rule 80. 

• Members of the public in the gallery must not operate recording equipment at a 
Council or Committee Meeting without the prior written consent of Council.  

• Question time is available at every Scheduled Meeting to enable members of the 
public to address questions to Council. All questions must be received by the Chief 
Executive Officer or other person nominated for this purpose no later than 10am on 
the day of the Scheduled Meeting by submitting questions into the receptacle 
designated for public questions at the Customer Service Desk, or via electronic 
medium as per Council website directions. 

A person must not submit more than two (2) individual questions at a meeting, 
inclusive of all parts and variants as interpreted by the Chairperson or other person 
authorised for this purpose by the Chairperson. 
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1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Chairperson will read the opening prayer and reconciliation statement. 
Prayer 
‘Almighty God we humbly beseech Thee to vouchsafe Thy blessing upon this Council, direct 
and prosper its deliberations to the advancement of Thy glory and the welfare of the people 
whom we serve – Amen.’ 
Reconciliation Statement 
Melton City Council acknowledges that the land it now occupies has a history that began 
with the Indigenous occupants, the Kulin Nation. Council pays its respects to the Kulin 
Nation people and their Elders and descendants past and present. 
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2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The Chairperson will call for any apologies received from any Councillors who are unable 
to attend this meeting. 
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3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 
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4. DEPUTATIONS 
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5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Pursuant to Part 6, Division 2 of the Local Government Act 2020 and Council’s Governance 
Rules, Councillors must declare any General Conflict of Interest or Material Conflict of 
Interest they have in any of the matters being considered at this meeting. 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 22 September 2025 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS 
  
 

 

• Monday 8 September 2025 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 22 September 2025 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 6 October 2025 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 8 September 2026, 22 September 
2025 and 6 October 2025 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received 
and noted. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 8 September 2025 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 22 September 2025 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 6 October 2025 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

Nil.  
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

The Chief Executive will table any petitions and/or joint letters received prior to this meeting.  
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10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.  
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11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 MELTON CITY COUNCIL 2024/25 ANNUAL REPORT 
Author: Elissa Haley - Coordinator Communications 

Presenter: Roslyn Wai – Chief Executive Officer  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the Melton City Council Annual Report 2024/25, pursuant to Sections 98, 99 and 100 
of the Local Government Act 2020. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the Melton City Council Annual Report 2024/25 as presented at Appendix 1. 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Annual Report is a legislative requirement which outlines activities, achievements, 
challenges, and financial performance for the 2024/25 financial year.  
Council is required to consider the Annual Report at a meeting of Council. Section 98(1) of the 
Local Government Act 2020, (‘the Act’) requires Council to prepare an Annual Report in 
respect of each financial year. The Annual Report is appended to this report as Appendix 1. 

2. Background/Issues 
Section 98(2) of the Act requires Council to prepare an Annual Report in respect of each 
financial year, and specifies that the report must contain: 

• a report of operations of the Council 

• an audited performance statement 

• audited financial statements 

• a copy of the auditor’s report on the performance statement 

• a copy of the auditor’s report on the financial statements under Part 3 of the Audit Act 
1994, any other matters prescribed by the regulations. 

The Local Government Act 2020 Section 100 – Meeting to consider the Annual Report states 
that: 
1. For the purposes of section 18(1)(d), the Mayor must report on the implementation of the 

Council Plan by presenting the Annual Report at a Council meeting open to the public. 
2. The Council meeting must be held:  

a. In the year of a general election, on a day not later than the day before election 
day; and 

b. In any other year, within four months of the end of the financial year. 
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The following section provides an overview of highlights from the Annual Report grouped by 
Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 themes. 
Theme 1 – a safe City that is socially and culturally connected 
• Council successfully delivered its major event program for 2024/25 which included 

Djerriwarrh Festival, Carols by Candlelight and Lakeside Alive.  

• Council is leading the delivery of the VicHealth-funded Vape Free West program across 
the western region to reduce vaping harm amongst all young people, including those 
from culturally and linguistically diverse communities. 

• Delivered a range of actions from the City of Melton Equality and Respect 
Implementation Plan 2023-2025, including delivery of the Baby Makes 3 new parents’ 
program and launching the ‘Melton City Girls Can’ campaign to promote women’s and 
girls’ participation in sport and active recreation. 

Theme 2 – a vibrant and healthy natural and built environment 
• A community engagement program was carried out on the development of a Biodiversity 

Strategy. 

• Approximately 26,000 trees were planted in the City of Melton in 2024/25. 

• The Free Green Waste initiative was implemented from mid-November to mid-January. 

Theme 3 – a fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 
• Finalised the detailed design documentation and completed the tender process for 

construction of the Community Services Hub in Cobblebank. 

• Finalised the detailed design documentation for the new Aquatic and Leisure Centre. 

• Delivered several infrastructure projects to promote sport and active recreation 
participation, including Bridge Road Recreation Reserve, MacPherson Park Rugby 
Pavilion and new rugby pitch, Caroline Springs Town Centre Recreation Reserve, and 
the Melton Recreation Reserve Sports Pavilion. 

• The Road Management Plan (RMP) 2025-2029 was adopted by Council in June 2025. 

Theme 4 – a City that promotes greater education and employment 
• Partnered with a range of employers, schools and service providers to support education 

and employment for young people. Events included the delivery of employability 
workshops and the Western Bulldogs Leadership Program.  

• Worked with Victoria University (VU) to enable the delivery of 56 classes of Certificate 
III in Early Childhood Education at the Melton Library and Learning Hub for locally 
enrolled students. 

• Commenced delivery of the Student Based Apprenticeships & Traineeships, a pilot 
program for students in years 10 - 12 who live with disabilities and experience 
disadvantage and other barriers to employment, in partnership with Future Connect. 

Theme 5 – a community that is actively engaged in the City 
• Undertook a significant deliberative engagement program to inform the development of 

the next Council Plan, Financial Plan and Asset Plan, including a review of the 
Community Vision. 

• Undertook a deliberative engagement process as part of the development of the 
Customer Service Charter, with approximately 35 panel members involved in the 
engagement.  
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Theme 6 – a high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and 
organisational excellence 
• Council developed the Customer Experience Strategy, which was adopted in June 2025. 

• Received significant commitments for infrastructure funding including $1 billion to 
upgrade the Western Highway, between Melton and Caroline Springs, and $300 million 
to construct the Calder Park interchange, following successful advocacy and 
engagement program.  

The 2024/25 Annual Report is the fourth, and final, Annual Report as it relates to the Council 
and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Detailed information relating to Council’s financial performance is included within the Financial 
and Performance Statements section of the Annual Report. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
No community consultation on the development of the Annual Report has occurred, as it 
describes Council’s performance for the 2024/25 financial year. Following Council noting, the 
Annual Report will be made available to the community via Council’s website. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Not applicable.  

7. Options 
Council has a statutory obligation to consider the Annual Report at a formal meeting of Council. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Melton City Council Annual Report 2024/25 
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12.2 ADVOCACY PRIORITIES 
Author: Sean McManus - Manager, Advocacy & Government Relations 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present Advocacy Priorities for Council consideration. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council endorse the Advocacy Priorities as presented in Appendix 1. 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council’s advocacy priorities were previously reviewed in 2023 following the Federal and 
Victorian State elections held in 2022. Since this time there has been commitments to, and 
investments made in the City of Melton by both the Australian and Victorian Governments.  
In accordance with Council’s Advocacy Policy, advocacy priorities are reviewed and evaluated 
following state and federal budget and election cycles and aligned to the Council and Wellbeing 
Plan. With a new Council elected in November 2024 and a new Council and Wellbeing Plan 
adopted at the July 2025 Council Meeting, a full review of priorities has been undertaken. 

2. Background/Issues 
Melton City Council has a long-standing proactive advocacy agenda to seek investment in 
services and infrastructure that are beyond the scope of local government to deliver.  
Council has taken a constructive and aspirational approach to advocacy. Advocacy is 
undertaken through meetings with local State and Federal Members of Parliament, meetings 
with Ministers and Shadow Ministers, state and federal budget submissions, engagement with 
government departments, dedicated campaigns during election cycles, media activity, 
community engagement and ongoing engagement and correspondence with key decision 
makers.  
Advocacy priorities are based on current and emerging need underpinned by a strong 
evidence base including but not limited to the Council and Wellbeing Plan, Annual Household 
Survey, dedicated research, service needs and demands, and alignment to government policy. 
Council has actively engaged with all levels of government to ensure advocacy priorities are 
understood and positioned for investment success. Council aims to work in partnership with 
other levels of government to secure investment in infrastructure and services that will improve 
liveability and economic prosperity for the City of Melton community.  
Some highlights in the investments made in the City of Melton by the Australian and Victorian 
Governments include: 

• Australian Government investing more than $1.5 million to fully fund the Melton 
Suburban University Study Hub located at the Melton Library and Learning Centre until 
November 2027. 
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• Joint investment by the Australian and Victorian Governments in a community services 
hub currently under construction in Cobblebank. The Federal Government has 
contributed $15 million and the Victorian Government $4.6 million with Council 
contributing $53 million. 

• The Victorian Government investing $1 billion to construct the new Melton Hospital in 
Cobblebank. 

• The Victorian Government removing seven level crossings in the City of Melton, building 
a new Melton train station and investing $650 million to upgrade the Melton rail line. 

• The Victorian Government building a new TAFE facility in Cobblebank. 

• The Australian Government investing $1 billion to upgrade the Western Highway 
between Caroline Springs and Melton. 

• The Australian and Victorian Governments jointly investing $300 million to construct the 
Calder Park Drive interchange on the Calder Freeway. 

• The Australian Government investing $15 million in the Aquatic and Leisure Centre in 
Plumpton. 

• The Victorian Government investing in new bus routes connecting passengers in growth 
areas to train stations including Mt.Atkinson, Thornhill Park and Deanside estates. 

• The Victorian Government upgrading sections of the Melton Highway including creating 
a signalised intersection at Leakes Road. 

• Significant investment from both the Australian and Victorian governments to build and 
upgrade schools, parks, sport and recreation facilities, local roads, community centres 
and active transport links. 

These investments are highly valued along with the support of local Federal and State 
Members of Parliament who have advocated strongly for ongoing investment to support the 
City of Melton’s growing community. 
The City of Melton has a current population of more than 240,000 that will grow to more than 
455,000 by 2046, with the number of dwellings to grow from over 81,000 to 160,000. As one 
of the fastest growing local government areas in Australia, further government investment is 
needed to create a liveable city. 
The revised advocacy priorities represent community need to access jobs, education, health, 
transport and to improve environmental and financial sustainability. The Advocacy Priorities 
have been reviewed in consideration of the following: 

• investment and commitments that have been made by the Australian and Victorian 
governments 

• an analysis of existing priorities to ensure they reflect a current evidence base and 
alignment to Council and Government priorities 

• emerging community needs 

• ensuring alignment to the newly adopted Council and Wellbeing Plan and Year 1 Action 
Plan 

• alignment to advocacy partners including LeadWest, National Growth Areas Alliance and 
Outer Metropolitan Councils. 

The revised investment asks are structured under the following six priorities: 

• Employment and Investment Attraction - Investment in infrastructure and job creation 
to create a prosperous local economy. 
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• Education and Skills - Investment in state-of-the-art education from early years to 
tertiary to address workforce gaps and enable our community to reach their potential and 
be workforce ready. 

• Health and Wellbeing – Investment in the needs of each generation for an active, 
healthy, socially connected community.  

• Transport – Investment in critical transport infrastructure services (such as roads and 
public transport) to deliver a connected, accessible, and productive community. 

• Environment – Investment in managing waste, green canopy and renewable energy to 
protect the environment for future generations. 

• Financial Sustainability – Investment in Council and its projects to ensure financial 
viability.  

The Advocacy Priorities are outlined in Appendix 1 for Council consideration. 
Subject to adoption by Council, an Advocacy Priorities booklet will be developed that will 
provide further and more detailed context to the advocacy priorities, including specific scope 
of transport asks and supporting evidence base. The Advocacy priorities will inform state and 
federal government submissions, ongoing engagement with government and state and federal 
election campaigns.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.4 A future focused organisation where success is measured by outcomes, impact and 
continuous improvement. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council’s advocacy priorities are generally geared toward attracting investment from other 
levels of government for services and infrastructure outside the scope of local government to 
deliver. Some advocacy priorities are aligned to seeking co-investment and to build facilities 
and deliver services to offset Council investment. Some priorities also align with grant 
opportunities which require co-investment from Council. Grant attraction is structured around 
seeking investment for projects in the endorsed capital plan and have funding allocated. This 
ensures that co-investment from Council for projects is aligned to existing budget 
commitments.  
Supporting materials including the Advocacy Priorities booklet and dedicated campaigns form 
part of Council’s recurrent budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advocacy Priorities are informed by community need and engagement undertaken through the 
annual household survey, service planning and targeted research. Importantly advocacy 
priorities align to the Council and Wellbeing Plan that is underpinned by significant community 
engagement to reflect the aspirations of the City of Melton community.  

6. Risk Analysis 
It is important to note that the advocacy priorities outlined in Appendix 1 do not represent all 
the advocacy Council undertakes with issues such as improved service provision, facility and 
open space development and road safety and investment needs forming part of Council’s 
ongoing government and stakeholder relations and grant attraction program. 
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The advocacy priorities support the investment needs of the city’s growing community to 
ensure our community has access to transport, community infrastructure and health and 
education services. The strategic identification and development of advocacy priorities guide 
Council’s ongoing government and stakeholder relations and grant attraction program to 
secure investment.  
Council adopting a clear and concise list of advocacy priorities provides for focussed efforts 
by Council in seeking investment, consistency in messaging with government and 
stakeholders and with clarity of Council purpose for key government decision makers on the 
needs of our community. 
Council’s advocacy approach reflects the aspirations and needs of the City of Melton 
community. 

7. Options 
1. To adopt the advocacy priorities. 
2. Amend the advocacy priorities. 
3. To not adopt the advocacy priorities. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Advocacy Priorities 2025-2029 
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12.3 DRAFT DOMESTIC ANIMAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 2026-2029 
Author: Debbie Blandford - Acting Manager Community Safety 

Presenter: Neil Whiteside - Director City Delivery  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the Draft Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029 for Council’s consideration 
for endorsement for community consultation. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the Draft Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029, as presented at 

Appendix 1, for the purposes of community consultation. 
2. Note a Final Draft Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029 will be presented to a 

future Council Meeting for Council’s consideration for adoption. 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
In accordance with the Domestic Animals Act 1994 (Vic) (DA Act), all Victorian Council’s must 
develop a Domestic Animal Management Plan (DAMP) every four years to provide strategic 
direction for Council’s animal management services. 
The Draft DAMP 2025-2029 (Draft Plan) has been prepared following both internal and 
external stakeholder engagement and community consultation through an information session, 
a survey via Council’s Conversations Page, and social media posts.  
The Draft Plan highlights the ongoing requirement for review and refinement of animal 
management services to ensure compliance with DA Act obligations and to meet community 
expectations.  It also highlights the key challenges and proposed actions to address, noting a 
focus on a grass-roots approach that influences change in community values and behaviour 
and builds partnerships.   
Subject to Council’s consideration and endorsement of the Draft Plan, it is proposed to seek 
community comment on the Draft Plan for a fourteen-day period, noting the proposed final 
DAMP 2026-2029 will be presented to a future Council Meeting for Council consideration on 
final adoption, ahead of submission to the Victorian Government by 4 December 2025.   

2. Background/Issues 
Council has a legislative obligation to provide animal management services in line with the DA 
Act and must continue to review and refine service levels to ensure compliance with these 
obligations. 
In accordance with the DA Act, all Victorian councils must develop a DAMP every four years 
from 4 December 2021.  A DAMP is a 4-year plan that guides the planning and management 
of services, primarily relating to cats and dogs but also other small pets. 
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At its meeting on 25 October 2021, Council resolved that it:  
1. Adopts the Domestic Animal Management Plan 2021-2025, as presented at  

Appendix 1. 
2. Submits the Domestic Animal Management Plan 2021-2025 to the Secretary of the 

Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions for approval.  

Council is now required to develop a new DAMP with the adoption of the DAMP 2026-2029 
required no later than 4 December 2025 in accordance with the DA Act. 
Issues 
Regulatory Context 
Council is required under the DA Act to prepare a new DAMP every 4 years to evaluate the 
effectiveness of animal management services, including review staff training, policies and 
operational plans.  
The Victorian Government and Council legislative requirements considered in developing the 
DAMP include: 
Victorian Government legislation, plans and initiatives 

• Domestic Animals Act 1994 (Vic) 

• Victorian Cat Management Strategy 

• Victorian Targeted Cat Desexing Program 

• Code of Practice for the Management of Dogs and Cats in Shelters and Pounds  

• Animal Welfare Action Plan 
Melton City Council  

• Local Law 2025 
Planning Context 
An integrated planning approach was adopted for the development of the Draft Plan to ensure 
the identification of all relevant matters relating to pets and owners. 
Importantly, the Draft DAMP: 

• ensures service objectives and recommendations are consistent with the Council and 
Wellbeing Plan 2025-2029 and other service planning documents, 

• identifies internal and community partnerships necessary to achieve the outcomes 
desired from the DAMP, and  

• identifies the role that the Council will play in implementing the recommendations. 
The Draft Plan has also been developed with the recognition that community expectations 
have changed in relation to the role of local government in terms of the care and treatment of 
animals. It also acknowledges the pressure to provide a service that transcends baseline 
legislated service obligations as outlined in the DA Act.   
Purpose of a DAMP 
The purpose of the DAMP is to provide strategic direction for Council’s animal management 
services for the next 4 years. At a minimum, the DAMP must:  

• Set out a method for evaluating whether the animal control services provided by Council 
are adequate to give effect to the requirements of the DA Act and the regulation;  

• Outline programs for the training of authorised officers to ensure that they can properly 
administer and enforce the requirements of the DA Act; and  
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• Outline programs, services and strategies which Council intends to pursue, including: 

• to promote and encourage the responsible ownership of dogs and cats; 

• to ensure that people comply with the DA Act, the regulations and any related 
legislation; 

• to minimise the risk of attacks by dogs on people and animals; 

• to address any over-population and high euthanasia rates for dogs and cats;  

• to encourage the registration and identification of dogs and cats; 

• to minimise the potential for dogs and cats to create a nuisance;  

• to effectively identify all dangerous dogs, menacing dogs and restricted breed dogs 
and to ensure that those dogs are kept in compliance with the DA Act and the 
regulations;  

• provide for the review of existing orders made under the DA Act and local laws with 
a view to determining whether further orders or local laws dealing with the 
management of dogs and cats are desirable;  

• provide for the review of any other matters related to the management of dogs and 
cats in the Council's municipal district that it thinks necessary; and 

• provide for the periodic evaluation of any program, service, strategy or review 
outlined under the DAMP.  

Development of the DAMP 2026-2029 
The Draft Plan has been developed in consultation with key internal and external stakeholders 
and in consideration of key research and evidence which reinforces the positive benefits from 
owning pets. There is also extensive research available on the health benefits of owning and 
exercising a dog, particularly the social dynamics associated with dog owners interacting, all 
of which have contributed to the development of the Draft Plan.  
As part of the development of the Draft Plan a number of key challenges have been identified 
as follows:  

• The management and care of semi-owned and stray cats 
• The management/control of dogs in public places 
• Pound and shelter facilities 
The Draft Plan highlights the ongoing requirement for review and refinement of services to 
ensure compliance with DA Act obligations and to meet community expectations. It also 
highlights the key challenges, as detailed above, and proposed actions to address, noting a 
focus on a grass-roots approach that influences change in community values and behaviour 
and builds partnerships.   
The next step of the development of the DAMP is to present the Draft Plan for community 
engagement.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.4 A future focused organisation where success is measured by outcomes, impact and 
continuous improvement. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
The resources required to implement the DAMP are included in the current Operational Budget 
and will be considered on an annual basis through the Annual Budget process.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
As part of the development of the Draft Plan, Council’s engagement consisted of internal 
workshops, engagement with Council’s Animal Management Team, community pop up 
information session, information via Council’s website (City of Melton Conversations Page), 
including a survey, and the opportunity to provide written submissions seeking information on 
Council’s DAMP. 
Subject to Council’s consideration and endorsement of the Draft Plan, it is proposed to present 
the Draft for community consultation on the Draft Plan for a two-week period, between 28 
October and 11 November 2025, noting the Final DAMP 2026-2029 will be presented to a 
future meeting of Council for Council’s consideration for adoption and submission to the 
Victorian Government by 4 December 2025. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Community engagement is the next step for formal adoption for the DAMP. Failing to consult 
on the Draft DAMP presents risk that Council will fail to consider the feedback of the community 
of a document which will impact the community for a period of at least four years. As per 
Council’s Community Engagement Policy, Council will seek to engage with the community in 
a meaningful manner, with genuine opportunities to inform projects and decisions that affect 
the community.  
Not progressing to the next step of the development of the Draft DAMP, presents risk that 
Council will not be in a position to consider adoption of the Domestic Animal Management Plan 
2026-2029 ahead of the timeframe required by the DA Act being 4 December 2025. 

7. Options 
Council may: 
1. Present the Draft Plan to the community for consultation, for a fourteen day period 

commencing no earlier than 28 October 2025;  
2. Decide not to present the Draft Plan to the community for engagement, noting the risks 

outlined in the Risk Analysis section of this report. 
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12.4 DRAFT KURUNJANG NEIGHBOURHOOD ACTIVITY CENTRE URBAN DESIGN 
FRAMEWORK 

Author: Brendan Aikman - Acting Coordinator Strategic Planning 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council the Draft Kurunjang Neighbourhood Activity Centre Urban Design 
Framework for endorsement to proceed to community engagement. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Release the Draft Kurunjang Neighbourhood Activity Centre Urban Design Framework for 

community consultation for a period of four weeks. 
2. Note that following the community consultation period, the draft framework with proposed 

changes be presented to a future meeting of Council for endorsement. 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Draft Kurunjang Neighbourhood Activity Centre (NAC) Urban Design Framework (UDF) 
(Appendix 1) has been prepared and is now ready to be released for community consultation. 
This process will inform the final changes to the document ahead of Council’s consideration 
for approval at a future meeting.  
The UDF outlines a framework on the built form and public realm design on the land known as 
the Kurunjang Neighbourhood Activity Centre (NAC), otherwise known as 490-528 Coburns 
Road, Kurunjang. The UDF proposes a neighbourhood-scale activity centre that will 
accommodate a full-line supermarket, specialty shops and other supporting retail, a medical 
centre, community uses, mixed-use development, and medium density residential options.  
A UDF is a requirement based on the Melton North Precinct Structure Plan (Growth Areas 
Authority, 2010) and community engagement on strategic planning documents such as these 
is a legislative obligation under the Local Government Act 2020.  

2. Background/Issues 
The Melton North Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) was prepared and adopted by the Growth 
Areas Authority (now Victorian Planning Authority) in 2010. This PSP covers an area of 
approximately 100 hectares and predominantly planned for conventional residential 
development, which has mostly been developed. The PSP also included a large public open 
space on the eastern boundary of the precinct along Dalray Crescent, land designated for 
community facilities, and a commercial core on the eastern side of Coburns Road. This PSP 
planned for an approximate population of 4,000 people; however, the NAC would serve the 
broader Kurunjang and Harkness areas, which have a combined population of approximately 
23,000.  
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Schedule 2 to the Urban Growth Zone in the Melton Planning Scheme gives effect to the 
Melton North PSP. The application requirements under this schedule state that a permit must 
not be granted to use or subdivide land, or to construct or carry out works until an Urban Design 
Framework for the activity centre has been prepared to the satisfaction of the responsible 
authority.  
The location of both the PSP and UDF areas are shown in the map below.  

 
This UDF is therefore an important planning milestone for the community as it represents a 
major step towards developing the NAC to serve the local community and also helps to drive 
quality urban design outcomes.  
In more detail, the PSP also provides direction on what the UDF must strive to achieve. This 
includes: 

• Be consistent with the role and function for the activity centre. 

• Show a ‘main street’ design based on the east-west connector road. 

• Show how the centre relates to and integrates with community facilities. 

• Show potential for future expansion of commercial floorspace, dwellings and 
employment opportunities in the centre. 

• Include building design guidelines that support the ‘main street’ function of the centre. 

• Set out the design of streets including design measures that encourage walking and 
cycling through links to the wider trail network. 

• Show the overall landscape concept for the centre. 

• Provide details of street lighting, street furniture, and public signage 

• Set out arrangements for access to the centre from Coburns Road. 
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• Include guidelines to support environmental sustainability including water sensitive 
urban design and energy conservation. 

• Set out design guidelines for advertising signs. 

• Set out arrangements for service areas for deliveries, waste disposal, emergency 
services that will not generate material impact on adjacent residential areas. 

• Set out how public transport will be integrated with the centre. 

• Set out the extent of land to be included in the Business [Commercial] 1 Zone.  
Insight Planning has been engaged to prepare the UDF on behalf of the landowner who has 
expressed interest in developing the land. Council officers have been closely involved during 
the drafting of this UDF, including both the written requirements and guidelines, as well as the 
preferred future framework and concept plans.  
In the collective professional opinion of Council’s Strategic Planning and Urban Design team, 
the Draft UDF satisfies the requirements outlined in the PSP, as well as proposing a framework 
that will drive a positive built form and urban design outcome delivering an overall community 
benefit. This framework includes planning requirements and guidelines that future planning 
applications will be assessed against. These relate to the following planning and design 
considerations: 

• Land Use 
• Built Form 

• Massing, Interface and Setbacks 
• Articulation, Materials and Detailing 

• Movement and Access 
• Pedestrian and Cycle 
• Public Transport 
• Vehicle 
• Car Parking 

• Landscaping and Public Realm 
• Sustainability 

Specific design components required in-depth discussion and received particularly close 
attention during the designing and drafting of this Draft UDF. These are detailed below with 
the issues and outcomes discussed.  
Main Street 
The Melton North PSP outlined the importance of the east-west ‘main street’. Achieving some 
resemblance of a traditional main street with shops and businesses opening up to footpaths 
and an urban plaza was a primary focus for Council’s urban design and strategic planning 
team. The building design, setbacks to the street, mix of land uses and the nominal design of 
the future urban plaza will all contribute to achieve the objective of creating a vibrant main 
street.  
Interface to residential areas 
Activity centres often have important interface considerations based on some of its sensitive 
environments. An example of this is the back-of-house facilities such as waste storage and 
loading docks, which require high-quality screening to avoid negative amenity impacts, and 
the interface between residential areas and large car parks which have amenity and safety 
implications. It is difficult to achieve a perfect outcome; however, the Draft UDF provides a 
good balance of ensuring that the future activity centre works well from a commercial and 
operational perspective, that the surrounding residents will have pleasant outlooks and that 
negative amenity impacts are acceptably managed through urban design measures.  
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Land uses in the southern portion of the UDF area 
Given that the proponent will not have control of land development in the southern portion of 
the UDF area (south of the future Main Street), there is a need to plan for something that will 
have a commercial demand and not exclude potential investors, while still providing Council 
and the community that an acceptable outcome that can be achieved. As such, the Draft UDF 
demonstrates flexibility in this area of the UDF with land uses nominated as ‘mixed-use’, which 
can include some retail land uses, commercial services and residential buildings. The UDF 
places a greater emphasis on the built form direction here, rather than prescribing strict land 
use controls.  
Presentation to Coburns Road 
Coburns Road is an important and prominent north-south arterial road and will provide the 
gateway to most of the future visitors/users of this activity centre. As such, a focus has been 
on the design of the intersection of Coburns Road and the future Main Street. The design 
features here include active frontages to the corners and both streets, and a higher scale of 
built form. As active frontages to Coburns Road aren’t feasible the entire length of the UDF 
area, generous landscaping buffers have been listed as a requirement to that at-grade car 
parks and drive-throughs are adequately screened.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A thriving and well-designed City 

2.3 A City that has well-designed and maintained places and spaces accessible to all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations for the consultation stage of this project, as the 
consultation process will be carried out by Council’s internal teams with costs incurred as part 
of the team’s operational budget. 
The development of the UDF has been proponent-led and as such costs to date have been 
incurred directly by the proponent.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
In line with Victoria’s overarching planning framework and the public transparency principles 
of the Local Government Act 2020, Council seeks to engage with the community at all available 
opportunities to promote public transparency in decision making. The ultimate purpose of a 
Major Town Centre means the community will be directly and significantly impacted.  
To ensure Council is considering the views of key stakeholders, Council proposes to run a 
comprehensive community engagement process. The following is proposed to be undertaken 
over a 28-day period: 
a. A copy to be made available at Council’s Civic Centre at 232 High Street, Melton and on 

Council’s website;  
b. Notification to key stakeholders, landowners, local community and Victorian government 

Departments; 
c. A community drop-in session; 
d. Engagement via social media, newspaper, and Melton Conversations page; and  
e. Publication of responses to Frequently Asked Questions.  
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Stakeholders will include the landowner of the MTC, landowners and occupiers within a 1-
kilometre radius of the MTC, relevant government agencies and authorities, and the wider 
community. 
A report outlining any feedback received, and Officers response, will accompany the final 
report to be presented to Council for endorsement of the UDF. 

6. Risk Analysis 
By releasing the Draft UDF and to proceed with community consultation activities, Council can 
risk some negative community feedback and media attention; however, this is managed within 
an acceptable level by normal community engagement planning. This is also a common 
practice for similar strategic planning projects.  
If Council chooses not to release the Draft UDF and proceed to the community consultation 
period: 
a. The project will be delayed, impacting the delivery of commercial and retail facilities, 

important for the liveability of the Kurunjang and Harkness communities.  
b. Council may not receive important feedback from the community and miss the 

opportunity to shape the activity centre based on feedback from local residents. 
c. Council exposes itself to the inherent risk associated with a lack of public consultation 

and negative press coverage. 

7. Options 
1. Approve the Draft UDF to community consultation period of four weeks.  
2. Not approve the Draft UDF and seek a further report to be presented to Council for 

consideration so that changes can be made, deferring the release of the draft.  
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12.5 NAMING OF FUTURE COBBLEBANK COMMUNITY SERVICES BUILDING 
Author: Sian Rainford - Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To commence a community engagement process for the naming of the future community services 
facility on Hollingsworth Drive, Cobblebank. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council:  
1. Commence a community engagement process in accordance with Council’s Place Naming 

Policy in respect of the new community services building on Hollingsworth Drive, 
Cobblebank (the Building); 

2. Note the name of the Building must be compliant with the Naming rules for places in Victoria 
(the Naming Rules); 

3. Note the four naming themes which are to be prioritised in accordance with Council’s Place 
Naming Policy, are: 
a. Principle C – Linking the name to a Place 
b. Principle E – Recognition and use of traditional owner languages 
c. Principle G – Gender Equality  
d. Principle I – Using Commemorative Names  

4. Publish a public notice on Council’s website, in the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly and 
in such other manner as Council’s Chief Executive Officer determines for a period of no less 
than thirty (30) days, stating: 
a. Council is seeking to engage the community on the naming of the Building.  
b. Invite the community to vote on the preferred Naming Theme, utilizing the four 

prioritised naming themes outlined in the above point 3;  
c. Invite suggestions for the proposed name of the Building;  
d. that following closing of the consultation period, Council will consider submissions and 

a report presented to a future meeting of Council with the shortlisted names for 
consideration; 

e. that a second round of community consultation will occur, on the shortlisted names 
following a further decision of Council.  

5. Consider all submissions in respect of the naming proposal at a future Council meeting; 
6. Authorises Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to give 

effect to this Resolution. 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council is currently delivering a five level community services building on Hollingsworth Drive 
within the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre (the Building), which is intended to: 

• address the health and community service gaps within the City of Melton by attracting 
quality service providers to deliver critical services 

• address the lack of fit-for-purpose office accommodation 

• provide an accessible and co-located community service space 

• deliver critical services to improve community health and wellbeing 

• be financially viable and generate an income for Council. 
The Building is expected to reach practical completion by the end of 2026, and Council must 
undertake a process to name the Building to ensure Council provides clear identification to 
support a well-planned City, ease of reference for emergency services, and promotes the 
delivery of goods and services from the Building to the community. Council should seek to 
finalise the ultimate name, as soon as practicable, so appropriate signage, marketing and 
advertising processes can occur in advance of the official opening.    

2. Background/Issues 
Council is a naming authority pursuant to the Geographic Place Names Act 1998. Council’s 
authority to name places is derived from the section 10 of the Local Government Act 2020, 
schedule 10 part 5 of the Local Government Act 1989 and section 11 of the Road Management 
Act 1998. As a naming authority, Council may initiate or receive requests from the community 
and other stakeholders to name publicly owned features, roads and localities. 
The interim name of ‘Cobblebank Community Services Hub’ has been used to date, for ease 
of reference in project planning and to ensure the community is familiar with the location and 
objectives of the Building. Officers consider that it is appropriate to engage with the community 
on the ultimate name of the Building, with a view to have a final name by June 2026. 
The Naming Rules and Council’s Place Naming Policy, Council’s Place Naming Policy (the 
Policy) provides the process for naming within the City of Melton. The Policy sets out a two-
step process for the naming of Significant Features such as the Building. The detailed process 
it outlined in the Consultation section of this report.   
The Naming Rules contain thirteen (13) naming principles, being:  

• Principle A – Ensuring public safety  

• Principle B – Recognising the public interest 

• Principle C – Linking the name to place  

• Principle D – Ensuring names are not duplicated  

• Principle E – Recognition and use of Traditional owner languages  

• Principle F – Names must not discriminate or be offensive  

• Principle G – Gender equality  

• Principle H – Dual names  

• Principle I – Using commemorative names  

• Principles J – Using commercial and business names  
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• Principle K – Language  

• Principle L – Directional names to be avoided  

• Principle M – Assigning extend to a road, feature or locality 

Council’s Place Naming Policy identifies the following four themes, as of particular importance 
in place naming across the City of Melton.  

• Principle C – Linking the name to a Place 

• Principle E – Recognition and use of traditional owner languages 

• Principle G – Gender Equality  

• Principle I – Using Commemorative Names  

Notwithstanding the above four principles, the proposed name must be consistent with all 
principles of the Naming Rules. 
In accordance with the Policy, where the preferred naming theme is Theme Two: Recognition 
and use of traditional owner language, Council will seek the name/s from the Traditional Owner 
Group directly. If the Traditional Owner Group does not consent to the use of traditional owner 
language for the nominated feature, the second preferred naming theme will be utilised. 
If Theme Two is the preferred naming theme, only traditional owner language names that are 
provided by the Traditional Owner Group, will be provided for further consideration by Council. 
No names which are not traditional owner language names, will be proposed alongside the 
shortlisted traditional owner language names.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A thriving and well-designed City 

2.3 A City that has well-designed and maintained places and spaces accessible to all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The costs associated with the abovementioned process, will be accommodated within the legal 
services operational budget.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Pursuant to the Naming Rules and the Policy, Officers propose to undertake a two step 
consultation process. The process is outlined below: 
1. An initial round of community engagement which invites the community to vote on the 

preferred Naming Theme and invites suggestions for proposed names for the Building.  
2. Officer will review the preferred Naming Theme, and any proposed names to ensure 

compliance with the Naming Rules, and produce a shortlist of no more than five 
compliant names to be presented to a future meeting of Council.  

3. Subject to the above decision of Council, Officers will undertake a second round of 
community engagement, on the shortlisted names.  

4. Officers will consider any feedback received, and produce a summary of that feedback, 
to a future meeting of Council seeking a decision on the ultimate name.  

5. Subject to the above decision of Council, Officers will publish a public notice on the final 
proposed name in accordance with the Naming Rules, and lodge the proposed name 
with Geographic Names Victoria for approval and gazettal.  
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The Naming Rules provide guidance on who should be consulted, being either:   
a. The immediate community, which broadly includes people who live and work within the 

area and owners of properties or businesses; in particular, residents, ratepayers and 
businesses within the immediate area directly affected by the proposal. 

b. The extended community, which includes residents, ratepayers and businesses 
surrounding the area directly affected by the proposal; in particular, any visitor groups to 
the area such as shoppers, tourists, recreational or dining visitors; government (for 
example neighbouring councils) or non-government organisations with an interest in or 
who service the area, including Traditional Owner group(s), RAP’s, local historical 
societies and eminent individual historians; service clubs such as Lions and Rotary 
Clubs, Country Women’s Associations, farmers groups, school parents associations, 
Probus clubs, senior citizens centres, ethnic associations; Emergency Services 
Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) and Emergency Service Organisations (ESO)..  

The Naming Rules provide guidance on who should be consulted with, and how they should 
be consulted as part of the naming of a new feature. The Naming Rules suggest both the 
immediate and extended community be consulted with and in the following forms:  

• Letters / email 

• Notices / newsletters / signs 

• Surveys 

• Voting poll 

• Internet sites and social media 

• Public meetings (if it is a large-scale feature or potentially contentious issue) 
Officers propose to complete a letter drop to residents and businesses within a 1-kilometre 
radius of the Building location and publish notices on Council’s website, social media, in the 
Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly, and on notice boards in Council’s Civic Centres and 
Libraries. Officers do not consider public meetings to be required through the engagement 
process, noting that the relevant teams contact details will be available, should the consultees 
require clarification or have any questions.  
No specific notice to surrounding businesses or residences is required, as the naming proposal 
will not impact the current address of any person or businesses. The public notice will be in 
substantially the same form as the below: 
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Geographic naming proposal 

Melton City Council is proposing to name the future community services facility in 
Cobblebank. The naming of this feature is required as it is a new feature.  
The road, feature or locality will be located on Hollingsworth Drive, in Cobblebank, identified 
in red on the below map: 
 

 
 
Members of the public can vote on the naming theme and/or submit name a suggestion for 
a name by completing the online survey on Melton City Council Conversations Page, at the 
following link: (to be inserted) 
Submissions may also be emailed to Council at Property@melton.vic.gov.au 
Further information about the facility is available at on Council’s website at 
www.melton.vic.gov.au.  
All name submissions must comply with Naming rules for places in Victoria – Statutory 
requirements for naming roads, features and localities – 2022. 
All submissions must be received by close of business on [date]. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Should Council choose not to undertake a community engagement policy, there exists a risk 
that Geographic Names Victoria will not be satisfied that the naming process has been 
undertaken in accordance with the Naming Rules and will not approve, nor gazette the 
proposed name.  
Having clear names for Significant Features, particularly new Significant Features, is 
fundamental for identification, and ensuring safety, accessibility and familiarity for emergency 
service providers. The Building is a new facility designed to provides services to the 
community, and a strong name which is based on the feedback of the community, is important. 

7. Options 
To resolve in line with the recommendations set out in this report. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil  



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 OCTOBER 2025 

Page 307 

12.6 NAMING PROPOSALS - DOG AND SKATE PARKS 
Author: Sian Rainford - Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider the lodgement with Geographic Names Victoria for registration and gazettal of 12 
Skate Parks and 1 Dog Park in the City of Melton.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council:  
1. Note that dog and skate parks are high risk, high priority features which require formal 

naming, registration and gazettal.   
2. Note there are significant safety concerns that exist which supports naming of the below 

features without seeking community consultation prior to lodgement with Geographic 
Names Victoria. 

3. Decide to name, subject to approval of Geographic Names Victoria, the following features, 
with the following names:  
a. Part of 68 Plumpton Road, Diggers Rest to be named “Diggers Rest Skate Park”  
b. Part of 71-79 Royal Crescent, Hillside to be named “Hillside Skate Park”  
c. Part of 40-66 Reserve Road, Melton to be named “Melton Skate Park”  
d. Part of Ian Cowie Recreation Reserve to be named “Rockbank Skate Park” 
e. Part of 56 Cambrian Way, Melton West to be named “Cambrian Way Skate Park”  
f. Part of 307 the Parade, Caroline Springs to be named “Caroline Springs Skate Park”  
g. Part of 71 Staughton Street, to be named “Melton South Skate Park” 
h. Part of 8A Omara Way, Taylors Hill as “Taylors Hill Skate Park”  
i. Part of 479-481 Eynesbury Road, Eynesbury as “Eynesbury Skate Park” 
j. Part of 4 Fields Street, Aintree to be named “Aintree Skate Park” 
k. Part of Arbour Boulevard Central Reserve to be named “Burnside Heights Skate Park” 
l. Part of 65 Mamic Boulevard, Fraser Rise to be named “Fraser Rise Skate Park” 
m. Part of 3 Avoca Street, Eynesbury to be named “Eynesbury Recreation Reserve Dog 

Park” 
4. Publish a public notice on Council’s Website, informing the community of Council’s decision 

to name the features.  
5. Authorises Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to give 

effect to this Resolution. 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
An audit of place naming in the City of Melton has identified a number of high risk, high priority 
features which are not formally named, registered or gazetted. The features identified in this 
report, are dog and skate parks. 
Officers propose that Council decide to name, subject to the approval of Geographic Names 
Victoria, these high priority sites using a location and feature based name, using either the 
suburb or street, where the feature is located. The high priority features and the proposed 
names are identified in part 2 of this report. 

2. Background/Issues 
Council is a naming authority pursuant to the Geographic Place Names Act 1998. Council’s 
authority to name places is derived from the section 10 of the Local Government Act 2020, 
schedule 10 part 5 of the Local Government Act 1989 and section 11 of the Road Management 
Act 1998. As a naming authority, Council may initiate or receive requests from the community 
and other stakeholders to name publicly owned features, roads and localities. 
Naming in Victoria, is governed by the Naming rules for places in Victoria (Statutory 
requirements for naming roads, features and localities – 2022) and all names must be 
complaint with these rules.  
A review of place naming within the City of Melton has identified a number of high risks, priority 
locations which have been informally named, but never formally registered or gazetted. These 
locations are typically referred to as legacy or longstanding names.  
Principle A of the Naming Rules requires naming authorities to ensure public safety. Principle 
A highlights that in order to protect our communities, names must not public and operational 
safety for emergency response at risk. This includes where names are locally known but have 
not been officially gazetted or registered in VICNAMES.  
These locations include dog and skate parks, which due to their inherent use, are considered 
a high safety risk particularly for the identification of emergency services, in the event of an 
emergency.  
Council’s Place Naming Policy allows for Council to consider proceeding with consideration of 
a naming proposal without consulting with the community, where there is a persuasive reason 
to do, and particularly where safety concerns exist. The correspondence from Geographic 
Names Victoria, confirms dog and skate parks are considered a high risk, and a priority. 
Officers consider it appropriate that the names be considered by Council, without consultation 
with the community. Geographic Names Victoria have confirmed this approach is suitable. 
The features are identified on the respective maps, below.  
a. Part of 68 Plumpton Road, Diggers Rest to be named “Diggers Rest Skate Park”  
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b. Part of 71-79 Royal Crescent, Hillside to be named “Hillside Skate Park”  

 
c. Part of 40-66 Reserve Road, Melton to be named “Melton Skate Park”  

 
d. Part of Ian Cowie Recreation Reserve to be named “Rockbank Skate Park” 
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e. Part of 56 Cambrian Way, Melton West to be named “Cambrian Way Skate Park”  

 
f. Part of 307 the Parade, Caroline Springs to be named “Caroline Springs Skate Park”  

 
g. Part of 71 Staughton Street, Melton South to be named “Melton South Skate Park” 
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h. Part of 8A Omara Way, Taylors Hill as “Taylors Hill Skate Park”  

 
i. Part of 479-481 Eynesbury Road, Eynesbury as “Eynesbury Skate Park” 

 
j. Part of 4 Fields Street, Aintree to be named “Aintree Skate Park” 
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k. Part of Arbour Boulevard Central Reserve to be named “Burnside Heights Skate Park” 

 
l. Part of 65 Mamic Boulevard, Fraser Rise to be named “Fraser Rise Skate Park” 

 
m. Part of 3 Avoca Street, Eynesbury to be named “Eynesbury Recreation Reserve Dog 

Park” 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The costs incurred as part of the recommendation, will be accommodated within the 
operational legal services budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
In typical circumstances, Council would consult with the community on the naming of the 
features. In the circumstances, given the high risk and safety concerns associated with the 
use of the features, Officers propose that consultation does not occur prior to lodgement.  
Instead, a public notice will be published following lodgement, advising the community of 
Council’s decision, and a further update to the notice when the features are formally registered 
and gazetted.  
The names are compliant with the Naming Rules. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Should Council decide not to name, subject to the approval of Geographic Names Victoria, the 
identified features, Council may be non-compliant with the Naming Rules, and importantly, 
may be risking the safety of the community.  
The risk of naming the features without community consultation is minimal. None of the 
features are proposing to utilise traditional owner language names, or commemorative names, 
and are all using basic location and feature based names which are unlikely to be controversial. 
The community will still be informed about the official registration of the name and the reason 
why no consultation occurred, to promote transparency in Council’s decision making. 

7. Options 
That Council resolve in line with the recommendations outlined in this report.  

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.7 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered  
by Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 3 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Youth Advisory Committee – 5 August 2025 
2. Intercultural Advisory Committee – 3 September 2025 
3. Safe City Advisory Committee – 11 September 2025 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (2020 Act), Council has the power to 
create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 
Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2024/25 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 25 November and 16 December 
2024. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   



MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 OCTOBER 2025 

Page 315 

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Youth Advisory Committee 5 August 2025 
2.  Intercultural Advisory Committee 3 September 2025 
3.  Safe City Advisory Committee 11 September 2025 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and administrative 
actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated within Council’s 
recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the meeting and detailed 
in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a broad 
area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions are 
substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Youth Advisory Committee Minutes - 5 August 2025 
2.  Intercultural Advisory Committee Minutes - 3 September 2025 
3.  Safe City Advisory Committee Minutes - 11 September 2025 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports on external Committees and external Representative Bodies for which Councillors 
have been appointed by Council. 
Address from Councillors in relation to matters of civic leadership and community 
representation, including acknowledgement of community groups and individuals, 
information arising from internal Committees, advocacy on behalf of constituents and other 
topics of significance. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 990 (CR DR ZADA) - ALFRED ROAD 
Councillor: Phillip Zada  

 
I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on 27 October 2025. 
 

MOTION: 
That Council:  
1. Request officers prepare a briefing of Councillors on any possible measures or options 

available to expedite the delivery and opening of Shogaki Drive, including engagement with 
relevant developers, authorities, and funding opportunities to bring forward its completion, 
for consideration for the 2026/2027 budget.  

2. Request that officers include in the briefing of Councillors recommendations to minimise the 
impact of any future closure or restriction of any part of Alfred Road including consideration 
of suitable alternative connections to maintain reasonable traffic flow and access for 
residents.  

3. Write to The Hon. Gabrielle Williams MP,  Minister for Transport Infrastructure and Minister 
for Public and Active Transport, and State Member for Melton, Mr Steve McGhie MP, 
seeking an update on the plans and timeline for the Western Highway upgrade, and to 
advocate for the inclusion of a Mount Cottrell Road interchange as part of those works to 
improve connectivity and traffic management for Thornhill Park and its residents. 

 

COUNCILLOR’S PREAMBLE 
The Alfred Road corridor is one of the few vital access points for residents in Thornhill Park. The 
current lengthy closure of Alfred Road has forced residents to seek alternate and often unsafe routes 
to enter or exit their estates. Some have resorted to illegal or makeshift roads, one of which almost 
resulted in a child being struck by a speeding car as reported by a resident, and there have even 
been reports of vehicles driving along the train tracks to bypass the closure. 
While this is a developer-led project and the current closure may have been unavoidable, it highlights 
the serious safety risks and community impacts that arise when suitable alternative connections are 
not provided. The expedited delivery of Shogaki Drive would offer a much-needed connection to 
alleviate these pressures and strengthen network resilience. 
This motion seeks to ensure Council takes a proactive role in identifying options to fast-track critical 
infrastructure delivery and to establish safeguards so no future road closures occur without safe 
alternative access or until the Ferris Rd Level Crossing Removal Project is complete. 
Additionally, broader network improvements, such as a Mount Cottrell Road interchange as part of 
the Western Highway upgrade, are essential to improve long-term connectivity and safety for 
residents of Thornhill Park. 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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15. URGENT BUSINESS 
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16. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Nomination of Advisory Committee Members for Council's Heritage Advisory 

Committee 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 
in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

16.2 Contract No. 25-209 - Provision of Waste Collection Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.3 Contract No. 25-241 - Deanside Children's & Community Centre - Head Contractor 
(g) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice 
the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released; AND private 
commercial information, being information provided by a business, commercial or 
financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  
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17. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 
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