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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
MELTON CITY COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MELTON CIVIC CENTRE,  
232 HIGH STREET MELTON  

ON 24 NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7:01 PM 
 

 
Present: Cr L Carli (Mayor) 

Cr Dr P Zada (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr K Majdlik 
Cr B Morris 
Cr S Ramsey 
Cr J Shannon 
Cr B Turner 
Cr A Vandenberg 
Cr J Verdon 

 
R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
S Romaszko, Director City Futures 
T Scoble, Director City Life 
N Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
B Howard, Interim Director Organisational Performance 
E Keogh, Head of Governance 
R Hodgson, Manager Governance 
T Delia, Senior Coordinator Governance 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Carli opened the meeting at 7.01pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Cr S Abboushi.  

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil. 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 27 October 2025 and 6 November 2025 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record. 

 
Motion 
Crs Zada/Ramsey. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 27 October 2025 and 6 November 2025 be 
confirmed as a true and correct record.  
 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS 
  
 

 

• Monday 13 October 2025 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 27 October 2025 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 10 November 2025 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 13 October 2025, 27 October 
2025, and 10 November 2025 provided as Appendices 1 to 3 respectively to this report, be 
received and noted. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Morris. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 13 October 2025, 27 October 
2025, and 10 November 2025 provided as Appendices 1 to 3 respectively to this report, be 
received and noted.  
 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 13 October 2025 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 27 October 2025 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 10 November 2025 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

Nil.  

9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Nil.  

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.     

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Submitter: Adrian Marinelli 

Question asked of Council Response 

Can the council update its website’s 
‘organisational structure’ page to 
provide more information about each 
department’s functions and current 
managers like other Councils do, in 
the interest of public transparency and 
so the public are able to identify senior 
managers within the organisation? 

Many organisations have reduced or 
stopped listing staff names for a mix of 
privacy, security, legal and operational 
reasons.  
For this mix of reasons, Melton City 
Council is removing staff names. 
We will however review the 
Organisational web page to provide 
more information on the responsibilities 
of each Directorate area. 

Submitter: Saqib Arif 

Question asked of Council Response 

Can Melton Council urgently review 
pedestrian safety on Clara Avenue 
and implement appropriate 
measures—such as zebra crossings 
at the two identified sections—to 
ensure safe road crossings for 
schoolchildren and families? 

Council has previously completed a 
traffic management investigation in 
Clara Avenue and identified additional 
improvements for consideration in 
future Capital Works Programs. 
The proposed improvements identified 
include raising the existing signalised 
pedestrian crossing (with speed hump), 
installing additional speed humps and 
another school crossing with works to 
be considered for funding as part of the 
2026/27 Budget process. 
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Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question asked of Council Response 

What measures does Council use to 
verify the authenticity of signatories to 
electronic petitions, to ensure that 
those signing are genuinely eligible 
participants with a demonstrable 
connection to the municipality, rather 
than relying solely on potentially 
falsifiable details such as a name and 
email address?  

Council ensures all petitions submitted 
for consideration at a Council meeting 
comply with Council’s Governance 
Rules. If there are concerns in relation 
to the authenticity of signatories to 
petitions, either in hard copy or 
electronic, Council’s Governance Team 
will check to ensure compliance. 

Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question asked of Council Response 

Does the inclusion of the Domestic 
Animal Management Plan 2026–2029 
at item 12.3 indicate that Council will 
soon consider and adopt the long-
awaited Dog Off-Lead Strategy, and if 
not, can Council advise when this 
strategy is expected to be presented? 

All Councils in Victoria are required to 
prepare a Domestic Animal 
management Plan (DAMP) in line with 
the Victorian Domestic Animals Act. 
Whilst Council’s draft DAMP 
Consolidated Action Plan lists the 
expansion of dog off lead areas across 
the municipality and an increase in 
engagement and education activities to 
address non-compliance, it does not 
include actions relating to the provision 
of a Dog Off Lead Strategy.  
Council will be undertaking further 
engagement with the community in 
2026 regarding dog off lead areas and 
facilities to finalise the Draft Dog Off 
Lead Strategy for Council’s 
consideration. 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 COMMUNITY GRANT AND FUND PROGRAM ROUNDS JULY 2025 – AUGUST 
2025 

Author: Jodie Turner - Coordinator Community Capacity 
Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To advise Council of the outcomes of the July / August 2025 round of Community Grants and 
Funds. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the Community Grant and Fund Program Update for July to August 2025. 
Motion 
Crs Verdon/Turner. 
That Council note the Community Grant and Fund Program Update for July to August 2025.  
 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council recognises the importance of supporting community groups and 
individuals, and Council’s community grant and fund programs assist in the achievement of 
our strategic objectives.  
Applications for the July/August 2025 Community Grant Program were accepted from 1 July 
to 31 August 2025. A total of thirty-five (35) applications were submitted, twenty-six (26) of 
these applications met the criteria for assessment.  
Applicants of ineligible and unsuccessful applications have been provided feedback to assist 
them in considering resubmission for a future round of funding. 
In addition to the July/August round of the Community Grants Program, Council eligible 
Community Fund applications including Resident Achievement, New Group and FairGo 4 
Youth Fund applications continued to be revied and processed.  
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2. Background/Issues 
The Community Grant and Fund program now provides year-round access through to bi-
monthly assessments, recognising the importance of supporting, assisting and partnering 
with community groups to deliver initiatives that benefit the broader community, enhance 
community wellbeing, and contribute to Council's strategic objectives. Applicants, can apply 
for grants of up to $5,000 in one of the following five categories: 

• The Arts: Building community connections, expressing creativity and local culture 
through the arts. 

• Sports & Hobbies: Increasing participation and accessibility of sports and hobbies. 

• Healthy & Safe Living: Promoting a safer, healthier, and more connected municipality. 

• Festivals & Events: Celebrating diversity and unity, bringing people together to 
strengthen social connections. 

• Environment & Nature: Reducing our environmental footprint and protecting and 
enhancing the City of Melton’s natural environment. 

The objective is to ensure equitable distribution of funding across the five categories, 
although actual allocations are determined by received applications. To promote all elements 
of the program, officers are actively encouraging applications in all categories. 
The July/August 2025 Community Grants round opened on 1 July 2025 and closed 31 
August 2025. Applications were assessed against the Council adopted Community Grants 
and Fund Policy and Terms of Reference, to ensure consistency with adopted policy and 
procedures.  
Grant Assessment  
The Assessment Panel operates under the adopted Terms of Reference and adheres to 
strict confidentiality and disclosure requirements as an Advisory Committee of Council. Panel 
members and Grant/Project Officers must disclose any conflicts of interest involving 
applicants. The Governance team advises on managing conflicts during the assessment and 
authorisation process. 
The Assessment Panel deliberates on funding allocations during their meetings, and 
recommendations require formal approval from Council’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO).  
The tables attached (Appendix 1) lists the grants awarded funding in the round.  
When applications are ineligible and there is sufficient time before the grant round deadline 
to address issues with the application, Officers assist applicants by supporting them to 
correct and resubmit their applications. If applications remain ineligible by the grant round 
deadline, the updated Grants program allows applicants to promptly resubmit for the 
following round. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A healthy and inclusive community 

1.1 A connected community where people have equitable access to local activities, events, 
programs and services. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Twenty-four (24) applications approved for funding in the round totalling $108,902.59. 
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The following table illustrates the cumulative spend for the Community Grants Program for 
the 2025-26 financial year. 

Round Approved/Recommended $ 
May June 2025 $58,985.88 

July August 2025 $108,902.59 

Total YTD Approved/Recommended  $167,888 

FY 25/26 Budget $300,000 
Budget Remaining $132,112 

 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The following promotional and training activities were undertaken to support potential 
applications for the July/August Grant round:  

• Personalised one-on-one meetings with over 20 community groups  

• Two community training workshops to guide applications (9 & 12 July 2025)  

• Personalised emails to previous unsuccessful Community Grant applicants and 
successful New Group applicants, encouraging to reapply  

• E-newsletter promotion via Community Involvement Enewsletter  

• Social media promotion  

6. Risk Analysis 
Council’s Community Grant and Fund Programs strictly adhere to the relevant Policies, 
Guidelines and Terms of Reference to reduce and mitigate risks associated with the 
administration of this program. Risks related to conflict of interest are managed through 
declarations of interests and conflicts of interests from all relevant parties.  
Council’s revised Community Grant and Fund Programs also implements the 
recommendations of the internal audit conducted on the program in 2023 as adopted by 
Council. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Note the report as per the officer’s recommendation; or  
2. Request further clarification in relation to the report. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Overview July August 2025 Community Grant Program - CONFIDENTIAL 
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12.2 PLANNING APPLICATION PA 2025/9022/1 - BUILDINGS AND WORKS 
ASSOCIATED WITH AN EXISTING DOMESTIC ANIMAL BOARDING 
ESTABLISHMENT BY CONSTRUCTING THREE ADDITIONAL KENNEL BUILDINGS 
AND ONE ADDITIONAL STORAGE BUILDING, AND TO INCREASE THE NUMBER 
OF DOGS PERMITTED ON THE SITE FROM 125 TO 300 AT 1375-1415 HOLDEN 
ROAD, TOOLERN VALE 

Author: Steve Finlay - Coordinator Development Planning 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To consider and determine the planning application for the Buildings and works associated with an 
existing Domestic Animal Boarding establishment by constructing three additional kennel buildings 
and one additional storage building, and to increase the number of dogs permitted on the site from 
125 to 300 at 1375-1415 Holden Road, Toolern Vale. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the report;  
2. Issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to conditions outlined in Appendix 6 of 

this report.  
Motion 
Crs Turner/Majdlik. 
That Council: 
1. Note the report;  
2. Issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to conditions outlined in Appendix 6 of 

this report.  
 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 
1. Background 

Executive Summary 

Applicant: Dogdayz Pty. Ltd. 

Proposal: Buildings and works associated with an existing Domestic Animal 
Boarding establishment and to increase the number of dogs permitted on 
the site from 125 to 300. 

Existing Land Use: Domestic Animal Boarding 
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Zone: Green Wedge Zone 

Overlays: Nil 

Number of Objections: 12 

Permit Triggers Clause 35.04-1 – (Green Wedge Zone) for the use of the land for 
Domestic Animal Boarding increasing the number of dogs on site to 300. 
Clause 35.04-5 – (Green Wedge Zone) for buildings and works 
associated with Domestic Animal Boarding. 

Key Planning Issues: Consistency with relevant Planning provisions. 
Amenity issues (Noise and Waste) 
Traffic increase 
Facility management 

Recommendation: Approve application subject to conditions 

The Land and Surrounding Area 
The subject site has an area of 39.90 hectares and is located on the southern side of Holden 
Road, near the intersection with Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road, Toolern Vale.  
Other relevant features of the site are as follows: 

• The site is irregular in shape. 
• The site is currently occupied by a dwelling and buildings and works associated with 

the Dogdayz animal boarding business, including administration buildings, dog 
runs/exercise yards, kennel buildings, a wetland/dam and car parking areas on the site. 
These improvements are located in the northern portion of the site, near the Holden 
Road frontage. 

• Substantial screen planting adjacent to the animal boarding establishment also exists 
on the site. 

• An area adjacent to the existing kennel buildings, and a vacant area of the land just 
north of the existing kennel buildings and exercise yards is the location of proposed 
new kennel buildings that are the subject of this application.  

• The remainder of the subject site is vacant rural land, a portion of which has had a 
planning permit issued by the Minister for Planning, at the direction of the Victorian 
Civil and Administrative Tribunal for the use and development of a solar energy facility, 
associated buildings and works and native vegetation removal.   

The surrounding area is characterised as generally rural in nature, with a small pocket of 
rural-residential character located to the south-east of the subject site, with the closest 
dwelling south-east of the site the proposed new kennel buildings being approximately 320m 
away. A dwelling is located approximately 240m west from the proposed new kennel 
buildings on a large rural land holding accessed via Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road. The 
Blackhill Road Quarry is located approximately 1km north of the subject site. Land 
approximately 300m north-east of the site is currently being filled with clean fill by virtue of a 
planning permit recently issued by Council, and a farm fencing business is located 
approximately 500m south-east of the proposed new boarding kennel buildings.   
Refer to Appendix 1 for a locality plan and Appendix 2 for site photos. 
Site History 
Planning Permit 0745 was issued by the Shire of Melton on 10 December 1990 and allowed 
for the use and development of the land for the purpose of an Animal Boarding and Dog 
Breeding Establishment in accordance with plans to be submitted for endorsement pursuant 
to Condition No. 1 of that permit. Further, Condition No. 9 on the permit allows for the 
keeping of 125 dogs and 100 cats on the site. Plans were endorsed under Planning Permit 
0745 on the date that the permit issued on 10 December 1990 and were subsequently 
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superseded by amended plans endorsed on 27 November 1991. The site has been 
operating under this permit since the early 1990’s. 
A further planning permit (1382) was issued on 1 July 1994 and allowed for the use and 
development of the land for the purpose of an extension to the existing animal boarding and 
dog breeding establishment to allow a further 125 dogs and 50 cats in accordance with the 
plans to be submitted pursuant to Condition No. 2 and after satisfying Condition No. 1 of the 
permit. This expansion would have given the site the ability to accommodate 250 dogs and 
150 cats on the site, however, this permit was never enacted. 
Numerous other smaller scale applications have been received and determined for the site 
since the 1994 planning permit, and a more significant planning permit application 
(PA2007/1330) to increase the number of animals on site to 1000 dogs and 500 cats was 
refused by Council and affirmed by the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal in 2008. A 
further planning permit application proposing 250 dogs and 150 cats on the site was 
submitted to Council in 2012, but the application lapsed and the previous owner sold the land 
to the current owner, Lyndon Properties Pty. Ltd. 
The Permit Application 
The permit application proposes: 
a. The development of the subject site with buildings and works associated with an 

existing Domestic Animal Boarding establishment by constructing three additional 
kennel buildings and one additional storage building, and 

b. To increase the number of dogs permitted on the site from 125 to 300. There is no 
intention with the application to increase the number of cats permitted on the site. 

The proposed development is summarised as follows: 

• Three new kennel buildings of 32m long x 4.7m wide x 3m high are to be located 
adjacent to the existing kennel buildings in the northern portion of the site. One kennel 
building will complete a row of four buildings (three existing and one new) and the other 
two new kennel buildings will be located to the north of the existing buildings.  

• Three new exercise yards of 32m long x 7.9m wide will be located next to the three 
new kennel buildings.  

• A new relocatable utility building of 12m long x 3.5m wide x 3m high will be located in a 
cleared area of the site to the east of the existing kennel buildings. 

• All new buildings on the site will be steel framed with a colourbond finish and will be 
acoustically treated to reduce potential noise. 

• Six new car parking spaces are proposed next to the existing car parking area on the 
site and will be accessed via Holden Road. 

• Additional screen planting is proposed on the site along the western boundary of the 
land and to the north of the proposed new kennel buildings. 

• The number of dogs to be boarded on site is proposed to increase from 125 dogs to 
300 dogs. 

Refer to Appendix 3 for plans of the proposal 
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Planning Controls 

Zone (Clause 35.04 – Green 
Wedge Zone) 

A permit is required for the use of land for 
domestic animal boarding to increase the 
number of dogs on the site from 125 dogs 
to 300 dogs. 
A permit is required for buildings and 
works associated with a domestic animal 
boarding establishment. 

Overlays Nil  Not applicable 

Particular 
Provisions 

(Clause 52.06 – Car 
Parking) 

Whilst there is no set rate for car parking 
for a domestic animal boarding 
establishment in the Melton Planning 
Scheme, car parking must be to the 
satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 

A full assessment of the proposal against the relevant State and Local planning policies is 
included in Appendix 4. 
Is the land affected by a Restrictive Covenant? 
The land is not burdened by a Registered Restrictive Covenant. 
The land is affected by a Section 173 Agreement (Dealing No: V144531A) registered on Title 
on 10 December 1997 which relates to a previous subdivision of the land. The Section 173 
Agreement requires that the land is not further subdivided and that prior to the issue of a 
Statement of Compliance for any subdivision affecting the land, a land management plan 
must be submitted to Council and implemented to the satisfaction of Council. A land 
management plan was submitted to Council and implemented to the satisfaction of Council 
resulting in a Statement of Compliance being issued for the subdivision and Title to the land 
being issued on 6 November 1998. 
An additional requirement of the Section 173 Agreement was for a development plan to be 
submitted and complied with, showing the location of all existing and proposed buildings, 
elevation plans, materials, proposed landscaping and measures relating to protecting 
occupants of dwellings on the land from noise from the nearby kennels and disposal of 
wastewater. 
The obligations of the Section 173 Agreement have been fulfilled to the satisfaction of 
Council. 
Is the land of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity? 
The land is not identified in an area of cultural heritage sensitivity. Given none of the land is 
in an area of cultural heritage sensitivity, a Cultural Heritage Management Plan is not 
required to be prepared under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 and the Aboriginal Heritage 
Regulations 2018. 

2. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A thriving and well-designed City. 

2.6  A greener City that protects and enhances its natural environment. 

3. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with the application. 
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4. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Public notification of the application 
Council gave notice of the application under Section 52 of the Planning and Environment Act 
1987. Following notice, Council received 12 objections, from three properties. 
The grounds of objection are summarised as follows: 

• Excessive noise. 

• Non-compliance with existing permit conditions. 

• Odour and Hygiene concerns. 

• Property devaluation. 

• Site management. 

• Traffic increase. 

• Environmental impacts. 

• Overdevelopment. 

A complete list of responses to the objections is provided in Appendix 5. 
Referral of the application 
The permit application was informally referred to several Council Departments and external 
authorities for consent and advice. A summary of the responses is provided in the below 
table:  

Department Comments 
Infrastructure Planning Conditional support. 

Environmental Health Conditional support. 

Community Safety Conditional support. 

Agriculture Victoria No objections. 

5. Issues 
Planning Assessment 
The permit application seeks an expansion of an existing animal boarding establishment that 
has been in operation since the early 1990’s and seeks to increase the number of dogs 
permitted on the site from 125 dogs to 300 dogs, and to increase the number of kennel 
buildings and exercise yards on the site by an additional three, along with an additional utility 
building. 
Council has assessed the permit application against the relevant considerations of the 
Melton Planning Scheme. 
Council considers that the key considerations relate to the suitability of the use and 
development having regard to its location, whether the use generally serves the local 
community needs and whether any amenity impacts are acceptable. 
An assessment of these key areas is provided as follows: 
Is the use and development suitable in the Green Wedge Zone? 
The proposed expansion to the animal boarding establishment is consistent with the relevant 
provisions of the Melton Planning Scheme and Councils’ adopted Western Plains North 
Green Wedge Management Plan.  
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In particular, the purpose of the Green Wedge Zone is to provide for the use of land for 
agriculture, to recognise, protect and conserve green wedge land for its agricultural 
opportunities and to provide opportunity for a variety of productive agricultural uses. The 
proposal is also consistent with the relevant state and local policies contained within the 
Planning Policy Framework of the Melton Planning Scheme. 
Under the Victoria Planning Provisions, domestic animal boarding is defined as “…Land 
used to board domestic animals such as boarding kennels and a cattery. It includes domestic 
animal day care…”  Domestic animal boarding, which is the use currently carried out on the 
land falls under the broader umbrella grouping of agriculture within the Victoria Planning 
Provisions. These definitions and groupings form part of all planning schemes, including the 
Melton Planning Scheme. The use therefore by virtue of being an agricultural land use is 
entirely consistent with the purpose of the Green Wedge Zone as it is using green wedge 
land for an agricultural purpose. 
Council adopted the Western Plains North Green Wedge Management Plan at its’ Ordinary 
Meeting of 23 September 2014. The plan seeks to achieve a balance between the protection 
of agricultural viability and agricultural features and opportunities for other appropriate uses 
in the Green Wedge. The subject land is located within Precinct 3 as outlined in the Western 
Plains North Green Wedge Management Plan. Precinct 3 broadly relates to the portion of the 
municipality around Leakes and Holden Roads and south of Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road 
and is characterised by expansive rural landscapes and vistas across the area. The 
openness of the landscape is to be taken into consideration when assessing planning permit 
applications in this area, and the land is to be used predominantly for agricultural uses. 
Indeed, the plan suggests that policy should be adjusted to recognise this precinct as a key 
area for agriculture, and to discourage strip residential development along Holden Road to 
retain rural character. 
The buildings proposed by the expansion to the facility to include three additional kennel 
buildings and an additional utilities building are well sited on the land to consolidate with 
other buildings on the land and will be found in a cleared area of the site adjacent to the 
existing buildings. The buildings will be of a similar character to the existing structures on the 
land (albeit treated acoustically better) and will not compromise the objectives of the Western 
Plains North Green Wedge Management Plan and are sited to ensure that the rural 
landscape of the broader area retains its’ open views and vistas across the area. Further 
planting on the site will assist in contributing to the rural character of the locality and the use 
of the land will remain agricultural in nature in line with the objectives of the Western Plains 
North Green Wedge Management Plan.  
The proposed buildings and works and expansion to allow for an increase in the number of 
dogs being boarded on the subject site is considered appropriate having regard for the 
existing use on the land, the rural context in which the use is currently operating, the siting 
and design of the proposed buildings on the land and the landscape features of the site that 
is existing and proposed as part of the permit application. 
The siting, layout, scale, height, built form and appearance of the proposed additional kennel 
buildings and utilities building are appropriate and will complement the existing character of 
the site and rural setting in which it is to be located. The proposed kennel buildings will be 
consistent in height, scale and materials with the existing kennel buildings, however, the 
applicant has advised that the new kennel buildings. 
Additionally, the permit applicant has advised that the new kennel buildings will be better 
treated acoustically as the buildings will be fully enclosable and constructed with 50mm steel 
and EPS laminated polystyrene panels, which will have a Weighted Sound Reduction Index 
(Rw) of Rw24, which is satisfactory for the use. The proposed new buildings are well 
consolidated with other buildings on the land and present the most logical location to 
facilitate an expansion as they will be adequately setback, shielded to adjoining land by 
existing and proposed landscape buffers and are located further away from objectors’ 
properties than the existing kennel buildings. 
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Clause 52.06 of the Melton Planning Scheme does not have a standard rate of car parking 
for domestic animal boarding, and car parking must be to the satisfaction of the Responsible 
Authority. There is an existing gravel car parking area on the site just off the Holden Road 
entry which can accommodate approximately six car spaces, and it is proposed that this 
gravel car parking area be expanded to the east to allow for another six car parking spaces. 
There is ample area on the site to accommodate additional car parking if needed, and it is 
considered that the car parking provision proposed is satisfactory for the use.  
Agriculture Victoria has the Code of Practice for the Operation of Boarding Establishments, 
and the purpose of this code is to specify minimum standards of accommodation, 
management and care which are appropriate to the physical and behavioural needs of dogs 
and cats housed in boarding establishments. The proposal complies with the requirements of 
the Code of Practice, and this can also be reinforced via permit conditions. There have been 
no known breaches of the current operation on the land as it relates to the Code of Practice, 
and the establishment has passed annual inspections without any issues. When there have 
been complaints made about the facility in the past, these have been investigated and 
Notices to Comply have been issued, and on each occasion the operators have complied 
with these notices. 
The permit application asserts that there is  a manager on site at all times to ensure 
compliance with the existing planning permit and requirements of the relevant Code of 
Practice, and this will continue with the proposed expansion. 
The grounds of objection are acknowledged, are not found be substantiated such that they 
reasonably impact the recommendation to grant the permit. 
The proposal is compliant with relevant Melton Planning Scheme provisions and responds 
well to adopted strategic plans and the relevant Code of Practice for the Operation of 
Boarding Establishments. The siting of the proposed buildings are consolidated with other 
existing buildings on the land and will be screened by existing and proposed vegetation.  
Noise from barking dogs is the main reason of objection from other residents along Holden 
Road, however, Council Officers are unaware of any noise complaints arising from the 
current operations on the site with 125 dogs, and the new kennel buildings are to be treated 
acoustically better than the existing buildings on the site to attenuate noise. Appropriate 
conditions have been proposed if the permit is issued, which aim to mitigate amenity impacts 
and to address other relevant matters such as site management and waste management.  

6. Options 
Council can: 
1. Support the application by issuing a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit; or  
2. Not support the proposal by issuing a Notice of Refusal. 

7. Conclusion 
The application has been assessed against the State Planning Policy Framework, Local 
Planning Policy Framework, Zone/Overlay provisions and Clause 65 of the Melton Planning 
Scheme. 
It is considered that the proposal generally complies with the relevant requirements of the 
Melton Planning Scheme. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the application be approved subject to conditions as 
outlined in Appendix 6. 
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12.3 FINAL DOMESTIC ANIMAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 2026-2029 
Author: Debbie Blandford - Manager Operations 

Presenter: Neil Whiteside - Director City Delivery  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the Final Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029 for Council’s consideration for 
adoption. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Adopts the Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029, as presented at Appendix 1. 
2. Submits the Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029 to the Victorian Government’s 

Secretary of the Department of Skills, Jobs, Industries and Regions in accordance with 
section 68A of the Domestic Animals Act 1994. 

3. Update the Council website to include the Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029. 
4. Thank the community members who provided feedback on the Draft Domestic Animal 

Management Plan 2026-2029. 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Zada. 
That Council: 
1. Adopts the Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029, as presented at Appendix 1. 
2. Submits the Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029 to the Victorian Government’s 

Secretary of the Department of Skills, Jobs, Industries and Regions in accordance with 
section 68A of the Domestic Animals Act 1994. 

3. Update the Council website to include the Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029. 
4. Thank the community members who provided feedback on the Draft Domestic Animal 

Management Plan 2026-2029.  
 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
In accordance with the Domestic Animals Act 1994 (Vic) (DA Act), all Victorian councils must 
develop a Domestic Animal Management Plan (DAMP) every four years to provide strategic 
direction for Council’s animal management services. 
The DAMP 2026-2029 has been prepared following both internal and external stakeholder 
engagement and community consultation through an information session, a survey via 
Council’s Conversations Page and social media posts.  
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At the Council Meeting on 27 October 2025, Council endorsed the Draft DAMP 2026-2029 
for the purposes of community consultation. 
Through this latest round of consultation, 15 submissions were received. This feedback has 
been considered in finalising the final version of the DAMP 2026-2029 at Appendix 1 to this 
report.  
The DAMP highlights the ongoing requirement for review and refinement of animal 
management services to ensure compliance with DA Act obligations and to meet community 
expectations.  It also highlights the key challenges and proposed actions to address  
animal-related issues, noting a focus on a grassroots approach that influences change in 
community values and behaviour and builds partnerships. 
Subject to Council’s consideration and adoption of the Final DAMP 2026-2029, Council is 
required to submit its DAMP to the Victorian Government’s Secretary of the Department of 
Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA) by 4 December 2025.   
Council is also required to review its DAMP annually and, if appropriate, amend the DAMP 
and publish an evaluation of its implementation of the DAMP in its annual report. 

2. Background/Issues 
At the Council Meeting on 27 October 2025, Council considered a report on the Draft DAMP 
2026-2029. 
The report detailed that the purpose of the DAMP is to provide strategic direction for 
Council’s animal management services for the next four years. At a minimum, the DAMP 
must:  

• Establish a method for evaluating whether the animal control services provided by 
Council are adequate to give effect to the requirements of the DA Act and the 
regulation;  

• Outline programs for the training of authorised officers to ensure that they can properly 
administer and enforce the requirements of the DA Act; and  

• Outline programs, services and strategies which Council intends to pursue, including: 
• to promote and encourage the responsible ownership of dogs and cats; 
• to ensure that people comply with the DA Act, the regulations and any related 

legislation; 
• to minimise the risk of dog attacks on people and animals; 
• to address any over-population and high euthanasia rates for dogs and cats;  
• to encourage the registration and identification of dogs and cats; 
• to minimise the potential for dogs and cats to create a nuisance;  
• to effectively identify all dangerous dogs, menacing dogs and restricted breed 

dogs and to ensure that those dogs are kept in compliance with the DA Act and 
the regulations;  

• provide for the review of existing orders made under the DA Act and local laws 
with a view to determining whether further orders or local laws dealing with the 
management of dogs and cats are desirable;  

• provide for the review of any other matters related to the management of dogs 
and cats in the Council's municipal district that it thinks necessary; and 

• provide for the periodic evaluation of any program, service, strategy or review 
outlined under the DAMP.  
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The report also provided details on the regulatory and planning context of a DAMP and the 
process to develop the Draft DAMP, including the stakeholder and community consultation 
completed to inform the Draft DAMP 2026-2029. 
Council resolved as follows: 
That Council: 

1. Endorse the Draft Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029, as presented at 
Appendix 1, for the purposes of community consultation. 

2. Note a Final Draft Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029 will be presented to 
a future Council Meeting for Council’s consideration for adoption. 

Based on Council’s resolution community consultation on the Draft DAMP 2026-2029 was 
conducted from 28 October 2025 to 10 November 2025, noting please refer to the 
Consultation/Public Submissions section below for details. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.4 A future focused organisation where success is measured by outcomes, impact and 
continuous improvement. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The resources required to implement the DAMP are included in the current Operational 
Budget and will be considered on an annual basis through the Annual Budget process.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The Draft DAMP 2026-2029 was developed following engagement with both internal and 
external stakeholders. Engagement consisted of internal workshops, engagement with 
Council’s Animal Management team, community pop up information session, information via 
Council’s website (City of Melton Conversations Page) including a survey, and the 
opportunity to provide written submissions seeking information on Council’s DAMP. 
There were 187 submissions received during the main consultation phase, with a further 15 
submissions received during the final round of consultation held from 28 October to 10 
November 2025. 
A summary of the feedback received during this final round of consultation is outlined in 
Table 1 below: 

 Table 1: Summary of Submissions and Officer Response 

Feedback Officer Comment 
Free and discounted desexing of dogs and 
cats 

Council currently offers discounted desexing 
predominantly for cats throughout the year. 
Further opportunities to increase this program 
will be investigated throughout the term of the 
DAMP. 

Keeping registration, impoundment and 
microchipping fees affordable 

Council’s fees and charges are reviewed 
annually as part of Council’s Annual Budget 
process. This feedback will be considered in 
future budget processes. 
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Feedback Officer Comment 
Dog off leash areas 

• Request for more designated dog off 
leash areas 

• Request for more fenced designated 
dog off leash areas 

• Request for designated dog off leash 
areas specifically for small dogs 
 

Council currently has nine (9) designated dog 
off leash areas. Future locations will be 
considered throughout the life of the DAMP. 
As new sites are considered or existing sites 
renewed, the infrastructure at each site will 
be investigated to meet the broader needs of 
the community and their dogs. 

Public place infrastructure 

• Request for more lighting 
• Request for more dog water bowls 
• Request for more rubbish bins along 

walking paths to enable easier access 
to dispose of dog waste 
 

This feedback has been noted and these 
items will be considered for inclusion as 
public spaces are renewed. 

Introduction of a cat curfew A key action in the DAMP is to develop a 
sustainable cat management program. 
Introducing a cat curfew, in addition to other 
strategies, will be considered as part of this 
program and will be subject to further 
community consultation. 

Excess animal permits should not be 
required 

Excess animal permits are required under the 
Local Law 2025 when: 

• A person living on land 4,000 square 
metres or less owns more than two dogs 
or more than two cats; and 

• A person living on land more than 4,000 
square metres and less than 20,000 
square metres owns more than five dogs 
or more than five cats. 

People who live on land of 20,000 square 
metres or more may have unlimited animals. 
Excess animal permits are intended to 
ensure that large numbers of animals are 
kept responsibly and do not create a 
nuisance. 

Providing low cost veterinary checks and 
immunisations 

This suggestion is out of Council’s scope, 
however Council does provide discounted 
desexing throughout the year to assist low 
income pet owners. 

Animal pound experiences 
 

The feedback provided has been noted. 

Comprehensive and well researched Plan 
 

The feedback provided has been noted. 
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Based on the submissions received Council officers do not consider any changes are 
required to the DAMP 2026-29, noting Council officers have made some minor administrative 
changes from the draft to final version of the DAMP 2026-29. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Not adopting the DAMP would result in Council not being able to meet its legislative 
requirement to provide a copy of the new DAMP to DEECA ahead of the timeframe required 
by the DA Act being 4 December 2025. 
The risk of not meeting community needs has been mitigated through significant consultation 
and will be further mitigated as the DAMP is reviewed annually. 
Financial risks to deliver the DAMP will be managed through the annual budget process. 

7. Options 
Council may: 
1. Adopt the Final Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029; or  
2. Determine not to adopt the Final Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029, 

noting the risks outlined in the Risk Analysis section of this report. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Domestic Animal Management Plan 2026-2029 
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12.4 MELTON VALLEY GOLF CLUB 
Author: Sian Rainford - Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider granting two leases to Melton Valley Golf Club for the land situated at 2-30 Melton 
Valley Drive, Melton and 183-225 High Street, Melton 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the report;  
2. Resolve to grant two Leases to the Melton Valley Golf Club Inc. (ABN 75 381 928 467) for 

the land situated at 2-30 Melton Valley Drive, Melton and 183-225 High Street, Melton, 
being:  
a. One standard lease for all land owned by Council; and, 
b. One section 17D Lease for Crown land where Council is the appointed committee of 

management.  
3. Note the Section 17D Lease is subject to the approval of the Department of Energy, 

Environment and Climate Action.  
4. Resolve that the lease includes the following commercial terms:  

a. Term: 20-year term with no Further Term options;  
b. Rent: $1,000 per annum exclusive of GST; 
c. Permitted Use: all activities required to and ancillary to the operation of a golf course. 
d. Rates: The Club to be responsible for rates on the rateable land. 

5. Delegate to the Chief Executive Officer the authority to do all things necessary to give effect 
to this resolution.  

Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Majdlik. 
That Council: 
1. Note the report;  
2. Resolve to grant two Leases to the Melton Valley Golf Club Inc. (ABN 75 381 928 467) for 

the land situated at 2-30 Melton Valley Drive, Melton and 183-225 High Street, Melton, 
being:  
a. One standard lease for all land owned by Council; and, 
b. One section 17D Lease for Crown land where Council is the appointed committee of 

management.  
3. Note the Section 17D Lease is subject to the approval of the Department of Energy, 

Environment and Climate Action.  
4. Resolve that the lease includes the following commercial terms:  

a. Term: 20-year term with no Further Term options;  
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b. Rent: $1,000 per annum exclusive of GST; 
c. Permitted Use: all activities required to and ancillary to the operation of a golf course. 
d. Rates: The Club to be responsible for rates on the rateable land. 

5. Delegate to the Chief Executive Officer the authority to do all things necessary to give effect 
to this resolution.  

 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Land situate at 2-30 Melton Valley Drive, Melton and 183-225 High Street, Melton (the 
Subject Land) is approximately 40.22 hectares and has been leased to the Melton Valley 
Golf Club since 1 September 1994.  
The Lease is currently in overholding. Council and the Club are now considering the further 
occupation and use of the Land.  

2. Background/Issues 
The Land situate at 2-30 Melton Valley Drive, Melton and 183-225 High Street, Melton (the 
Subject Land) is approximately 40.22 hectares made up of a public 18-hole golf course, 
491m2 clubhouse, 186m2 Pro- shop, 31m2 maintenance shed and yard facilities and 
approximately 80 carparks. The Subject Land is used wholly for golf related activities.  
The Subject Land is comprising an agglomeration of multiple title holdings, several of which 
are Crown Land, which are managed but not owned by Council. A majority of the titles are 
held in proprietorship of Council in estate fee simple. Melton Valley Golf Course is the only 
course within a 15-kilometre radius. 
The Subject Land is identified on the below plan.  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 24 NOVEMBER 2025 

Page 106 

      
The below provides a visual representation of the Subject Land in accordance with its current 
use.  

 
The golf course occupies an agglomeration of multiple title holdings, several of which are 
crown land and not owned by Council.  Crown land cannot be sold unless it is alienated from 
the Crown estate. This process is regulated by the Victorian Government land Transactions 
policy (dated April 2022), which states:  

“Crown land is owned by the Crown in right of the State of Victoria and can be reserved 
for a particular public use, or unreserved. Reserved Crown land is managed by 
agencies, local councils or committees of management and cannot be sold”. 

2.1 Melton Valley Golf Club  

Council is the Landlord of a lease with Melton Valley Golf Club Inc. (ABN 75 381 928 
467) (the Club) which commenced 1 September 1994, for an initial term of thirty (30) 
years, and (1) option to extend for a period of twenty (20) years (Further Term). The 
Club did not formally exercise their option to extend in line with the Lease.  
Melton Valley Golf Club are registered as a Not-for-Profit (NFP). The Club are not 
registered as a charity under the Australian Charities and not for profits Commission.  
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The Club have maintained a positive and productive working relationship with Council 
throughout the period of the Lease. 

2.2 Town Planning Controls  

The Subject Land has the following town planning controls, which ultimately affect any 
proposed use and development of the land:  
a. The Subject Land is zoned for Public Park and Recreation.  

b. The Subject Land has an Environmental Significance Overlay. The purpose of an 
ESO is broadly to implement the MPS and Planning Policy, to identify areas 
where land may be affected by environmental constraints and to ensure any 
development is compatible with identified environment values. 

c. The Subject Land has a Heritage Overlay. The purpose of a HO is to conserve 
specified heritage places by allowing a use that would otherwise be prohibited 
and to ensure development does not adversely affect the heritage significance.  

No part of the golf course is identified in the Melton Planning Scheme as prone to 
flooding (either by flood overlay, inundation overlay or flood zone) and Officers are of 
the view the land is not prone to flooding. Use of the land as a public golf course, is 
consistent with the town planning designation.  

2.3 Maintenance  

The Lease requires the Club to undertake all major maintenance, and development 
works for the purpose of the preservation maintenance and further improvement of the 
golf course in accordance with the five-year plan included in Council’s annual budget. 
Council does not internally possess the skills or expertise, nor would it be operationally 
practicable, for Officers to maintain the site as a golf course. The Club have remained 
responsible for the day-to-day operations of the site throughout the period of the Lease 
and Officers recommend any future arrangements remain status quo.  

2.4 Lease Agreement  

The parties agree that the Lease is significantly outdated and difficult to implement and 
have, pending a decision of Council, agreed that an updated from of lease as Council’s 
standard lease document, would be appropriate.  On 24 March 2025, Council resolved:  
That Council: 

1. Note the report;  

2. Resolves that the required statutory procedures be commenced to advertise 
Council’s notice of intention to Lease the land situate at 3-20 Melton Valley Drive, 
Melton and 183-225 High Street, Melton (the Land) be leased to the Melton 
Valley Golf Club inclusive of the following commercial terms:  

a. Term: 20-year term with no Further Term options;  

b. Rent: $1,000 per annum exclusive of GST; 

c. Permitted Use: all activities required to and ancillary to the operation of a 
golf course. 

3. Note that any proposal to lease the Land where Council is the appointed 
Committee of Management, is subject to the approval of the Department of 
Energy, Environment and Climate Action; 

4. Note that any public notice will include the division of the land which is Council 
land and Crown land and the associated terms.  
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5. Directs that, in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Policy, 
Officers publish a public notice of the proposal in the Melton & Moorabool Star 
Weekly and on Council’s website of its intention to lease.  

6. Receive a further report following the close of the notice period to enable Council 
to make a final decision on the above matter. 

Since that time, Officers have worked with the Club to resolve the details on the future 
terms of the Lease. The parties have reach in principle agreement, subject to a 
decision of Council.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A healthy and inclusive community 

1.3 A City that invests in and promotes positive public health and wellbeing outcomes.. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council engaged Matheson Stephens Valuations on 7 January 2025 to provide freehold and 
market rental assessment. The valuation produced a market rental valuation of $36,000 per 
annum.  
An accurate freehold market value cannot be easily ascertained due to combination of title 
holdings. In the event Council sought to undertake the process to purchase land from the 
Crown, it would be required to pay the value determined by the Valuer General Victoria and 
would be subject to agreement with the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate 
Action and may be a timely and costly exercise. No freehold market valuation was provided 
on the above basis.  
The negotiations with the Club have resulted in an in-principal agreement whereby the Club 
is to pay $1,000 per annum from the date of the formal commencement of the Lease, being 
August 2024, and for a shared responsibility of the retrospective maintenance obligations. All 
future obligations of the parties will be detailed and implemented as per the Lease. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Pursuant to section 115 of the Local Government Act 2020, a Council must include any 
proposal to lease land in a financial year in the budget, where the lease is –  
a. for one year or more and— 

i. the rent for any period of the lease is $100 000 or more a year; or 
ii. the current market rental value of the land is $100 000 or more a year; or 

b. for 10 years or more. 
As the lease is not included in the Financial Year budget, Council was required pursuant to 
section 115 of the Local Government Act 2020 to undertake community engagement in line 
with the Council’s community engagement policy. A public notice was published on Council’s 
website and in the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly on 14 May 2025 for a period of 28 
days. No responses were received in respect of the notice.  
As part of the land is Crown land, Council sought the endorsement of the Department of 
Energy, Environment and Climate Action pursuant to the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978. 
the Ministers Delegate provided grant and purpose approval on 2 July 2025.  
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6. Risk Analysis 
Future Use  

The Subject Land is not appropriate for development due to the overlays and zoning, 
coupled by the fact that Council is not the freehold owner of the whole Subject Land, 
significantly restricting any options of disposal or redevelopment.  

There are risks to Council deciding not to continue to allow the Subject Land to be occupied, 
and therefore managed by an external party. Council does not currently possess the skills, 
expertise or resources to internally manage the Subject Land as a golf course and would 
incur costs to outsource the provision of this service.  

7. Options 
1. To resolve in line with the recommendation set out in this report;  
2. To not resolve in line with the recommendation set out in this report.   

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.5 COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATION NOMINATIONS ON ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
AND OTHER BODIES 2025/2026 

Author: Troy Delia - Senior Coordinator Governance 
Presenter: Emily Keogh – Head of Governance  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present Councillor representation nominations for Advisory Committees of Council and other 
bodies for the approval of Council for the 2025/2026 year. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Accept and endorse the proposed Councillors for representation on Delegated and Advisory 

Committees of Council and other bodies as set out in the minutes of the meeting of the 
Councillor Representation Nominations Advisory Committee held Monday 10 November 
2025, provided as Appendix 1 to this report, with the exception of the Youth Advisory 
Committee. 

2. Appoint the following Councillors as representatives on Council’s Youth Advisory Committee 
for the 2025/26 Municipal Year: 
a. _____________________ (Chair) 
b. _____________________ (Councillor Representative) 
c. _____________________ (Councillor Representative) 
d. _____________________ (Councillor Representative) 
e. _____________________ (Reserve) 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Majdlik. 
That Council: 
1. Accept and endorse the proposed Councillors for representation on Delegated and Advisory 

Committees of Council and other bodies as set out in the minutes of the meeting of the 
Councillor Representation Nominations Advisory Committee held Monday 10 November 
2025, provided as Appendix 1 to this report, with the exception of the Youth Advisory 
Committee. 

2. Appoint the following Councillors as representatives on Council’s Youth Advisory Committee 
for the 2025/26 Municipal Year: 
a. Cr Abboushi (Chair) 
b. Cr Turner (Councillor Representative) 
c. Cr Vandenberg (Councillor Representative) 
d. Cr Verdon (Councillor Representative) 
e. Cr Zada (Reserve)  

For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The appointment of Councillors as representatives on delegated committees, advisory 
committees, and external bodies plays an integral part in Councillors exercising their 
representation and advocacy responsibilities on behalf of the community. 
It is an established practice to annually review the Councillor representation on delegated 
committees, advisory committees, and external organisations. This process allows 
Councillors the opportunity to consider the committees and groups on which they are able to 
represent Council for the forthcoming year. 
The minutes of the meeting of the Councillor Representation Nominations Advisory 
Committee held Monday 10 November 2025, provided as Appendix 1 to this report contains 
a list of Councillors recommended to represent Council on Committees and other external 
bodies for the 2025/26 Municipal Year: 

2. Background/Issues 
Representation on Council committees and on external organisations plays an essential role 
in policy development, advocacy, planning and provision of a wide range of services directly 
relevant to the community and provides a framework for Council to receive community 
feedback and external advice. 
The Local Government Act 2020 (the Act) provides for Delegated Committees (which include 
joint delegated committees). Delegated Committees of Council have delegated power from 
the Council as set out in an Instrument of Delegation. The Instrument outlines the extent and 
limitations of the Delegated Committee’s powers and functions with these to be exercised in 
accordance with the guidelines or policies adopted by the Council. 
Advisory Committees are not defined in the 2020 Act, however Council has the power to 
create such Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act. 
An Advisory Committee is a Committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. It considers issues and makes recommendations to the full Council. Advisory 
Committees have no delegated power and so their recommendations need to be adopted or 
endorsed by the full Council at a Council meeting before they can be implemented. 
The role, composition, and operating arrangements for both Delegated and Advisory 
Committees are set out in their respective Terms of Reference. 
Finally, there are organisations external to Council that also include representation of Council 
by Councillors or Council officers. Councillors and Council officers appointed to these 
groups/committees have a responsibility to report to Council. These reports can be in writing 
in the form of minutes of the meetings. Where there are no Council Officers present or 
minutes taken, items of significance from those meetings can be read into the minutes of the 
Council meeting via a short verbal report. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
Costs associated with Councillor representation on committees and external bodies are 
borne through normal budget estimates each financial year. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
No public consultation is required. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Not Applicable. 

7. Options 
Council may endorse the list of Councillors to represent Council on Committees and other 
external bodies for the 2025/2026 year as detailed in the minutes provided as Appendix 1 or 
it may vary the representation of Councillors on Committees and external bodies. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Councillor Representation Nominations Advisory Committee Meeting - 10 November 

2025 
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12.6 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 2 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Policy Review Panel – 30 October 2025 
2. Policy Review Panel – 6 November 2025 
Motion 
Crs Morris/Shannon. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 2 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Policy Review Panel – 30 October 2025 
2. Policy Review Panel – 6 November 2025.  
 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (2020 Act), Council has the power 
to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 
2020 Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
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2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2024/25 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 25 November and 16 December 
2024. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Policy Review Panel 30 October 2025 
2.  Policy Review Panel 6 November 2025 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
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It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Policy Review Panel Meeting Minutes - 30 October 2025 
2.  Policy Review Panel Meeting Minutes - 6 November 2025 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports were received from Crs Zada, Vandenberg, Turner, Majdlik, Verdon, Morris, 
Shannon, Ramsey and Carli. 
 
Cr Verdon departed the Chamber at 7.53pm and returned at 7.55pm. 
. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 991 (CR DR ZADA) - BUS ROUTE 140 
Councillor: Phillip Zada  

 

NOTICE: 
That Council again write to the Minister for Public and Active Transport, The Hon. Gabrielle 
Williams MP; Member for Kororoit, Luba Grigorovitch MP; and Member for Melton, Steve 
McGhie MP, requesting: 
1. The urgent confirmation of a precise delivery timeline for the newly announced Bus Route 

140, and calling for its fast-tracked implementation.  
2. The inclusion of Willow Springs Estate within the planned service alignment, together with 

an update on the delivery of fixed bus services for Thornhill Park and Cobblebank, 
reaffirming Council’s strong advocacy for timely and reliable public-transport investment 
across the City of Melton ahead of the forthcoming State Election. 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Majdlik. 
That Council again write to the Minister for Public and Active Transport, The Hon. Gabrielle 
Williams MP; Member for Kororoit, Luba Grigorovitch MP; and Member for Melton, Steve 
McGhie MP, requesting: 
1. The urgent confirmation of a precise delivery timeline for the newly announced Bus Route 

140, and calling for its fast-tracked implementation.  
2. The inclusion of Willow Springs Estate within the planned service alignment, together with 

an update on the delivery of fixed bus services for Thornhill Park and Cobblebank, 
reaffirming Council’s strong and continual advocacy for timely and reliable public-transport 
investment across the City of Melton ahead of the forthcoming State Election.  

 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 992 (CR DR ZADA) - MELTON LINE ELECTRIFICATION 
Councillor: Phillip Zada  

 

NOTICE: 
That Council write to the Premier of Victoria, The Hon. Jacinta Allan MP; the Minister for 
Transport Infrastructure and Minister for Public and Active Transport, The Hon. Gabrielle 
Williams MP; Member for Kororoit, Luba Grigorovitch MP; and Member for Melton, Steve 
McGhie MP, requesting that the Victorian Government: 

1. Commit to and fund the full delivery of the Melton Line electrification, including the 
construction of the new Thornhill Park and Mount Atkinson train stations, and ensure 
these works are delivered concurrently with the Sunshine Super Hub upgrade, consistent 
with the recommendations of the recent Infrastructure Victoria report. 

2. Provide a clear and transparent delivery timeline for these projects, ensuring the Melton 
Line transformation proceeds without further delay and that Melbourne’s west receives the 
modern, efficient, and fully integrated infrastructure it deserves. 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Verdon. 
That Council again write to the Premier of Victoria, The Hon. Jacinta Allan MP; the Minister for 
Transport Infrastructure and Minister for Public and Active Transport, The Hon. Gabrielle 
Williams MP; Member for Kororoit, Luba Grigorovitch MP; and Member for Melton, Steve 
McGhie MP, requesting that the Victorian Government: 
1. Commit to and fund the full delivery of the Melton Line electrification, including the 

construction of two new Thornhill Park and Mount Atkinson train stations, and ensure that 
these works are delivered concurrently with the Sunshine Super Hub upgrade, consistent 
with the recommendations of the recent Infrastructure Victoria report. 

2. Provide a clear and transparent delivery timeline for these projects, ensuring the Melton 
Line transformation proceeds without further delay and that Melbourne’s west receives the 
modern, efficient, and fully integrated infrastructure it deserves.  

 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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15. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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16. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Contract No. 25-168 - Operation Services for the Melton Recycling Facility 

(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.2 Contract No. 25-251 - Drainage Renewal Program 2025/26, 2026/27 and 2027/28 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 
 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Verdon. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Contract No. 25-168 - Operation Services for the Melton Recycling Facility 

(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.2 Contract No. 25-251 - Drainage Renewal Program 2025/26, 2026/27 and 2027/28 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  
 

For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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17 CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 8.29pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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