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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MELTON CIVIC CENTRE, 232 HIGH 

STREET MELTON ON 26 AUGUST 2024 AT 7.00PM 
 

 
Present: Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 

Cr S Abboushi (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr L Carli  
C G Kesic 
Cr S Ramsey  

 Cr J Shannon 
Cr B Turner 
Cr A Vandenberg 

 
 
R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
T Scoble, Director City Life 
S Romaszko, Director City Futures 
N Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
P Leersen, Director Organisational Performance 
R Hodgson, Acting Head of Governance  
B Bensley, Governance Officer 
 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Majdlik opened the meeting at 7.00pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Cr J Farrugia 
 

Procedural Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 
That Cr Farrugia’s request for leave for the period 29 July 2024 to 16 September 2024, inclusive, 
be granted. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Cr Vandenberg declared a material conflict of interest in Item 12.1, Council and Wellbeing 
Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 2023/24 Year-end Report. 
Major Majdlik declared a general conflict of interest in Item 17.8, Provision of Land for 
Active Open Space. 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 22 July 2024 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 22 July 2024 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS  
  
 

 

• Monday 8 July 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 22 July 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 5 August 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 8 July 2024, 22 July 2024 and 5 
August 2024 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Kesic. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 8 July 2024, 22 July 2024 and 5 
August 2024 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 8 July 2024 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 22 July 2024 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 5 August 2024 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• The Hon. Sonya Kilkenny MP, Minister for Planning – Ferris Road Level Crossing Removal 
Project – Clause 52.03 Consultation Report and Project Boundary Plan 

• The Hon. Sonya Kilkenny MP, Minister for Planning – Exford Road and Coburns Road, 
Melton South Level Crossing Removal – Designation of Project Area 

• The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Melton Advocacy 
Acknowledgement Letter 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letter received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 - 3 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Sonya Kilkenny MP, Minister for Planning – Exford Road and Coburns Road, 

Melton South Level Crossing Removal – Designation of Project Area 
2. The Hon. Sonya Kilkenny MP, Minister for Planning – Ferris Road Level Crossing Removal 

Project – Clause 52.03 Consultation Report and Project Boundary Plan 
3. The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Melton Advocacy 

Acknowledgement Letter 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Carli. 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letter received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 - 3 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Sonya Kilkenny MP, Minister for Planning – Exford Road and Coburns Road, 

Melton South Level Crossing Removal – Designation of Project Area 
2. The Hon. Sonya Kilkenny MP, Minister for Planning – Ferris Road Level Crossing Removal 

Project – Clause 52.03 Consultation Report and Project Boundary Plan 
3. The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Melton Advocacy 

Acknowledgement Letter 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  The Hon. Sonya Kilkenny MP, Minister for Planning - dated 19 June 2024 
2.  The Hon. Sonya Kilkenny MP, Minister for Planning - dated 8 July 2024 
3.  The Hon. Danny Pearson MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure - dated 31 July 2024 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Cr Shannon tabled a petition containing 26 signatories requesting speed humps on The 
Esplanade, Taylors Hill. 
Cr Kesic tabled a petition containing 471 signatories requesting Council prioritise and 
expedite development of the Rockbank East Sports Reserve. 

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.     

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Submitter: Beer Chetan 
Question Asked of Council Response 
Could Council advise on the date for the 
next quarterly meeting between council 
officers and department of transport and 
Planning? 

Council Officers met with the Department 
of Transport and Planning last week and 
the next scheduled meeting with Council 
Officers is during September 2024. 

Submitter: Beer Chetan 
Question Asked of Council Response 
What planning controls are in place to 
ensure that the land earmarked for the 
Mt Atkinson conservation reserve which 
is of the heritage importance is planned 
in consultation with local residents? 

The Mount Atkinson Conservation 
Reserve is within the Mt Atkinson and 
Tarneit Plains Precinct Structure Plan and 
is Rural Conservation Zone. 
Development of this reserve will be 
undertaken in consultation with the 
residents. 

Submitter: Shams Alam 
Question Asked of Council Response 

Are there any plans to put traffic lights at 
the Leakes Road exits onto the M8 
Highway? 
 

The interchange of the Western Highway 
and Leakes Road is under the care and 
management of the Victorian 
Government’s  Department of Transport 
and Planning.  
Council is not aware of any timelines for 
upgrades at this intersection. 
Council continues to advocate for 
improvements to this interchange via its 
transport advocacy campaign, Moving 
Melton. 
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Submitter: John Verdon 
Question Asked of Council Response 

Will Council be delivering the two 
additional tennis courts as outlined in the 
Diggers Rest PSP gazetted in March 
2012.  With developer contributions 
collected and allocated for this project 
and supported again in 2017 via the 
Melton City Council endorsement of the 
Diggers Rest Recreation reserve, rather 
than wait for further cost escalations to 
be incurred and subsequent removal of 
the project as noted in the Melton City 
council tennis strategy dated 2024? 

Yes, Council is committed to further 
developing the Tennis Facilities at the 
Diggers Rest Recreation Reserve 
consistent with the Diggers Rest Precinct 
Structure Plan with the timing and need to 
be informed by the City of Melton Tennis 
Strategy.  

Submitter: John Verdon 
Question Asked of Council Response 

Will the council commit to developing 
more holistic data sets, particularly data 
sets that account for travel patterns of 
surrounding suburbs even if they fall out 
of the LGA, economic stimulation of 
Melton and improved health and safety 
indicators to inform investment? 

Council’s plans consider the ultimate 
population of Diggers Rest of 
approximately 12,000 people. 
For state and regional level infrastructure 
demand, consideration is given to the 
surrounding context including areas 
outside the City of Melton. 

Submitter: Adam Duggan 
Question Asked of Council Response 

The International Court of Justice ruled 
that Israel’s occupation of Palestinian 
territory is unlawful, and that no state 
must be above international law. The ICJ 
has warned countries complicit in arming 
and funding Israel to cease these 
actions. 
Will Melton Council abide by their own 
legislation AND international law to 
ensure that it is not complicit with arming 
and funding the illegal Israeli action in 
Palestine, and abstain from using 
contractors and services known to fund 
this oppression? 

A similar question to this was asked in 
Public Question Time at the Scheduled 
Meeting of Council in April 2024.  
That response was, Council applies the 
following best practice principles to each 
procurement business decision that aligns 
to the Victorian Local Government Best 
Practice Procurement Guidelines.  These 
are: 

• value for money;  

• open and fair competition;  

• sustainable procurement – economic 
(buy local), environmental and social;  

• accountability and transparency;  

• probity and ethical conduct; and  

• risk management. 
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Submitter: Kate Williams 
Question Asked of Council Response 

Has the council taken ownership of the 
Rockbank East Community Centre site, 
which was anticipated for handover in 
July 2024? 

The Rockbank East Community Centre 
site remains in possession of the 
landowner. 

Submitter: Kate Williams 
Question Asked of Council Response 

What is the current status of the planning 
permit for the childcare centre and local 
convenience centre at Innovation 
Avenue and Fuchsia Drive Rockbank? 

The planning permit for a childcare centre 
and local convenience centre was issued 
in March 2024. 

Submitter: Ray Beard 
Question Asked of Council Response 

What are the plans for on and off ramps 
at Station Road and Bulmans Road to 
reduce congestion around Melton? 

The interchange of the Western Highway, 
including current and future interchanges 
are under the care and management of 
the Victorian Government’s Department of 
Transport and Planning.   

Council is not aware of any timelines for 
upgrades at these locations. 

Council continues to advocate for 
improvements to these interchanges via 
its transport advocacy campaign, Moving 
Melton. 

Submitter: Ray Beard 
Question Asked of Council Response 

What are the plans to mitigate 
congestion during the removal of the 
level crossings at Ferris Road and 
Station Road?   

Traffic management measures to facilitate 
the removal of level crossings within 
Melton will be managed by the Victorian 
Government’s Level Crossing Removal 
Authority project team. 

Submitter: David O’Connor 
Question Asked of Council Response 

For the benefit of public understanding, 
would Council please explain why 
discussions regarding community safety 
concerns along Vineyard Road in 
Diggers Rest are considered 
inappropriate for the Safe City Advisory 
Committee whilst being appropriate for 
discussions in open chamber via a notice 
of motion? 

The Safe City Advisory Committee has 
been established to enhance road and 
community safety in the City of Melton 
through a whole-of-community 
collaborative approach. 
Members of the Committee can share 
information and identify issues that may 
impact or influence safety, wellbeing and 
community cohesion and can contribute to 
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the planning and delivery of local 
initiatives aimed at strengthening road and 
community safety at either an individual, 
environmental and societal level. 
Council officers set meeting dates, 
venues, and the agenda. The next 
Committee meeting has a focus on City of 
Melton specific projects. 
A Notice of Motion by Councillors can be 
submitted per the Governance Rules for 
consideration by Council. 

Submitter: David O’Connor 
Question Asked of Council Response 

Would Council please provide feedback 
regarding Notice of Motion #881 with 
respect to an inventory of buildings and 
land owned by Melton City Council? 

A response to Notice of Motion 881 is 
currently being prepared. 
 

Submitter: Mark Cunningham 
Question Asked of Council Response 

With the recent rejection by the state 
government to install temporary lights at 
the dangerous freeway exit on Leakes 
Rd in Rockbank, could the Council 
please revisit the request for traffic safety 
measures along Leakes Road in 
Rockbank, particularly at the 
intersections of Westscott, the Rockbank 
train station entrance, Lightsview, and 
Griegs Road? 

Council officers have reviewed the Leakes 
Road intersections and plan to 
commission a Road Safety Audit at the 
intersections of Westcott Parade, at the 
train station entrance, at Lightsview 
Boulevard and also Greigs Road to 
determine any road safety improvements 
works required.  
Any improvement works identified will be 
referred to Council’s Annual Budget 
process for consideration. 

Submitter: Mark Cunningham 
Question Asked of Council Response 

With regards to the Rockbank PSP and 
the growing danger due to having only 
one set of traffic lights on Griegs Road, 
has the council been advised when the 
works to redirect Leakes Road to the 
west side of the Rockbank train station 
and install permanent road safety 
features will commence? 

The New Rockbank Road requires 
realignment of the Leakes Road 
Interchange at Western Highway and a 
grade separation at the railway line, of 
which both projects are the responsibility 
of the Victorian Government. Council is 
not aware of any timelines for upgrades at 
these locations. 

Construction of New Rockbank Road, 
south of the railway line, will progressively 
be delivered by developers in the future. 
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Submitter: Jaksha Shah 
Question Asked of Council Response 

Whilst over 5,000 local residents don't 
have access to a shopping centre within 
10 KMs from their residence, can the 
council advise when did the last meeting 
on Mt Atkinson Major Town Centre UDF 
planning with the developers occurred? 

Council officer’s last meeting with the 
developers of the Mt Atkinson Major Town 
Centre Urban Design Framework was in 
September 2023.   

Council officers regularly seek updates 
from Scentre Group on progress and 
awaits the submission of the draft Urban 
Design Framework. 

Submitter: Jaksha Shah 
Question Asked of Council Response 

In relation to the article in the Age 
newspaper on 1 July 2024 titled 
“Miscalculation leaves Melton $224m 
short for roads, kindergartens, bridges, 
bike trails”, what are the timelines for the 
council to share an 'Action taken' report 
based on the Root Cause Analysis 
performed regarding miscalculation of 
the finances? 

The Toolern Precinct Structrue Plan was 
first developed in 2010. It was the first of 
its kind in Victoria. In the 14 years since it 
was developed, the City of Melton has 
experienced unprecedented growth. To 
ensure this area is supported with 
essential roads, bridges, foot and bike 
paths, drainage, public and community 
spaces we undertook an extensive review. 
The review identified shortfalls in the 
development contributions for transport, 
community and recreation infrastructure.  
Council has proposed increases in 
Development Infrastructure Levies paid by 
developers as this is what is in the best 
interests of our residents.  

Submitter: Srini V 
Question Asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on the count of 
'Unsightly property and graffiti' 
fines/infringements that were referred to 
the Magistrates court in last 12 months? 

Council officers referred 149 unpaid 
infringement notices for Unsightly Property 
offences to the Magistrates’ Court. 

Submitter: Srini V 
Question Asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on the count of 
'Unsightly property and graffiti' fines/ 
infringements lost to in the magistrates 
court during last 12 months? 
 
 
 

All infringement notices referred to the 
Court have been proven by a Magistrate 
therefore none have been lost. 
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Submitter: Matt Pearse 
Question Asked of Council Response 

What is the City of Melton doing to work 
with Melbourne Water to fix the outdated 
insufficient drainage plans for sewerage 
and stormwater to assist with Melbourne 
Water being able to deliver the required 
infrastructure so the expected 132,000 
plus new housing approvals can go 
ahead and development can continue in 
Australia's fastest growing corridor of 
Rockbank/Thornhill Park and Greater 
City of Melton? 

Melbourne Water is responsible for the 
development and delivery of stormwater 
drainage schemes.  
Council continues to advocate to 
Melbourne Water to fast-track delivery of 
the ultimate drainage assets. 
 

Submitter: Matt Pearse 
Question Asked of Council Response 

As current construction has fenced off 
the only path and there are no markings 
or crossing available on a 80km Rd can 
the Traffic Management Team, look at 
options urgently to assist with residents 
particularly in the Mayflower and 
surroundings homes of Thornhill 
Park/Rockbank to be able to cross 
Paynes Rd onto Murray Rd to attend 
Thornhill Park Primary? 

Council Officers have been in contact with 
the developer to improve this connection 
as soon as possible.  
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Having declared a conflict of interest in Item 12.1, Cr Vandenberg left the Chamber at 7:27pm. 

12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 COUNCIL AND WELLBEING PLAN 2021-2025, ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
2023/24 YEAR-END REPORT 

Author: Bob Baker - Corporate Planning and Performance Coordinator 
Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 2023/24 
Year-end Report for 2023/24. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 
Year-end Report (1 July 2023 – 30 June 2024) as presented at Appendix 1. 

 

Motion 
Crs Shannon/Kesic. 
That Council receive and note the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 
Year-end Report (1 July 2023 – 30 June 2024) as presented at Appendix 1. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The 2021-2025 Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan is prepared in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 2020. The Plan is reviewed on an annual basis to adapt to the 
evolving needs of our growing community.  
Each year, Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying the activities and initiatives 
that Council will work towards achieving, which respond to the strategic outcomes and 
strategies identified in the Council and Wellbeing Plan. This is aligned with the Council’s 
annual budget development process. 
The progressive achievement of the Annual Action Plan is reported at the conclusion of each 
quarter of the financial year, with a final summary provided at the conclusion of each 
financial year, through the production of Council’s Annual Report.  
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Appendix 1 provides detail on activity for the fourth quarter (1 July 2023 - 30 June 2024), in 
the progressive achievement of the 2023/24 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Council and Wellbeing Plan is Council’s primary vision and strategic planning document 
that establishes the direction Council has committed to for its 4-year term of office. The 
Council and Wellbeing Plan contains objectives, strategies, and performance indicators. 
Each year Council provides a range of services, activities, and initiatives for the community. 
These key strategic activities and new initiatives are included in the development of an 
Annual Action Plan. 
The 2023/24 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan provides 62 actions that Council has 
committed to deliver. Council provides the community with quarterly progress reports that 
support Council’s commitment in providing transparency, through public access to relevant 
information, decision making and strategic documents. 
 
Appendix 1 provides a detailed summary on the status of each action in the 2023/24 Council 
and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan, inclusive of the period from 1 July 2023 - 30 June 2024. 
The areas with a stronger link to health and wellbeing are displayed with a heart icon. 
The following table provides summary of progress against actions. 

Status Description Number of 
actions 

Completed The Action has been completed 61 

On track At least 90% of the action target has been achieved 0 

Monitor Between 75% and 90% of the action target has been 
achieved 1 

Off Track Less than 75% of the action target has been 
achieved 0 

Total Actions 62 

         The following is a selection of actions achieved across 2023/24: 

• A review of the Environmental Enhancement Program has been completed. 

• The Western Plains South Green Wedge Management Plan. 

• The development and publication of Environmentally Sustainable Design (ESD) 
guidelines for the City of Melton. 

• The Melton Town Centre Revitalisation Plan was adopted by Council in April 2024. 

• A review of the Melton Planning Scheme as adopted by Council in June 2024. 

• The Melton Weir Parkland Strategy was adopted at the Council Meeting in June 2024. 

• The development of a Roads Upgrade Strategy. 

• The Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy was adopted at the Council 
Meeting in June 2024. 

• Expanded the Customer Care program to support ratepayers needing financial 
assistance. 

Upon Council receipt of this update, the Progress Report will be published on Council’s 
website. 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Initiatives and activities delivered from the Action Plan are contained within the Council 
approved 2023/24 Budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing planning process was developed in response to the 
deliberative engagement requirements of the Local Government Act 2020. 
The process involved extensive consultation with stakeholders including the community, 
Council staff, government agencies, community organisations and private industry.  
Council also initiated a Community Panel to support the development of the Plan. This 
process resulted in the publication of the 2021-2025 Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan. 
The 2023/24 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan is prepared from internal 
consultation of Council staff and management. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Nil 

7. Options 
That Council: 
1.  Note the report and appendix as provided; or  
2. Request amendments be made, and report be resubmitted to a future Council meeting. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Council & Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025, Annual Action Plan 2023-24 Year-end Report 
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Cr Vandenberg returned to the Chamber at 7:30pm. 
 
12.2 MELTON CITY COUNCIL COMMUNITY GRANT AND FUND PROGRAM UPDATE 

AUGUST 2024 
Author: Jarrod Byham - Grants Delivery and Attraction Lead 

Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the outcomes of the latest round of Community 
Grants and Funds. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the Community Grant and Fund Program Update.  
 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Turner. 
That Council note the Community Grant and Fund Program Update. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council’s Community Grant and Fund Program commenced in March 2024 with the first 
round of funding already approved. Applications for the second community grants and fund 
program round were accepted from 1 May to 30 June 2024.  
A total of eighteen (18) applications were submitted by the closing date. Sixteen (16) 
applications met the criteria for assessment and fifteen (15) of those applications were 
recommended for funding totalling $63,490.20. This is the highest percentage of applications 
made being eligible and recommended for funding, evidence that the new program and user 
friendly processes implemented are having an impact for the community. 
The two (2) ineligible/unsuccessful applicants will be provided feedback to assist them in 
considering a resubmission for a future round of funding. 
In addition to this round of the Community Grants Program, Council officers continued to 
receive and process eligible Community Fund applications including Resident Achievement 
and New Group Fund applications. Since 1 March 2024 a total of forty-eight (48) Resident 
Achievement Fund applications have been approved to a total value of $44,808 as well as 
seven (7) New Group establishment applications to a value of $10,500. 
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2. Background/Issues 
The Melton City Council Community Grant and Fund Program was adopted on 25 
September 2023 and post development of policies and guidelines commenced in March 
2024 for applications to be received by Community.  
The new grants program transitions semi-annual grants to bi-monthly grant rounds. This 
change responds to user and Council feedback for more frequent access to grants and faster 
decision-making, reducing the need for extensive planning ahead of grant outcomes. The 
updated program now provides year-round access through bi-monthly assessments, 
recognising the importance of supporting, assisting, and partnering with community groups to 
initiatives that benefit the broader community, enhance community wellbeing, and contribute 
to Council's strategic objectives. 
Applicants can apply for grants of up to $5,000 in one of the following five categories: 

• The Arts: Building community connections, expressing creativity and local culture 
through the arts. 

• Sports & Hobbies: Increasing participation and accessibility of sports and hobbies. 

• Healthy & Safe Living: Promoting a safer, healthier, and more connected municipality. 

• Festivals & Events: Celebrating diversity and unity, bringing people together to 
strengthen social connections. 

• Environment & Nature: Reducing our environmental footprint and protecting and 
enhancing the City of Melton’s natural environment. 

The objective is to ensure equitable distribution of funding across the five categories, 
although actual allocations are influenced by received applications. To promote all elements 
of the program, officers are actively encouraging applications in all categories. 
The May/June 2024 Community Grants round opened on 1 May 2024 and closed on 30 June 
2024. Applications were assessed against the Council adopted Community Grants and Fund 
Policy to ensure consistency with adopted policy and procedures.  

Grant Assessment 
The Assessment Panel operates under the adopted Terms of Reference and adheres to 
strict confidentiality and disclosure requirements as an Advisory Committee of Council. 
Applicants must disclose any conflicts of interest involving Panel members or Council 
Officers. The Governance team advises on managing conflicts during the assessment and 
authorisation process. 

The Assessment Panel deliberates on funding allocations during their meetings, and 
recommendations require formal approval from Melton City Council’s Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO). The table below lists the grants awarded funding in the March/April round. When 
applications are ineligible and there is sufficient time before the grant round deadline to 
address issues with the application, Officers assist applicants by supporting them to correct 
and resubmit their applications. If applications remain ineligible by the grant round deadline, 
the updated Grants program allows applicants to promptly resubmit for the following round. 

Refer to Table 1: Approved May/June grant applications in Appendix 1. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.4 A City that promotes positive public health and wellbeing outcomes to our community. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
For the May/June 2024 grant round, a total of $63,490.20 has been allocated as per Table 1 
in Appendix 1. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The following promotional and training activities were undertaken to support potential 
applications for the May/June Grant round:  

• Presentation at the Western Health Forum  

• Presentation at internal meetings including: 

• Empowering Communities Network 

• Safe City Advisory Committee Meeting 

• Melton Youth Forum 

• Twelve personalised community group meetings, whilst also promoting art specific 
projects such as murals and productions 

• In person Community Grant Writing Training at Caroline Springs Library and Melton 
Library 

• Brochure promotion at Community Achievement Awards Alumni Engagement 
Breakfast, Volunteer Appreciation Lunch and Refugee Week Symposium  

• Social media posts across a multitude of pages including City of Melton, Melton 
Learning Directory and Healthy City of Melton 

E-newsletter promotion via Community Involvement E-newsletter, Learning Directory  
E-newsletter, and Library E-newsletter. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Council’s Community Grant and Fund Programs strictly adhere to the relevant Policies, 
Guidelines and Terms of Reference to reduce and mitigate risks associated with the 
administration of this program. Risks related to conflict of interest are managed through 
declarations of interests and conflicts of interests from all relevant parties.  
Council’s revised Community Grant and Fund Programs also implements the 
recommendations of the internal audit conducted on the program in 2023 as adopted by 
Council. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Note the report as per the officer’s recommendation; or  
2. Request further clarification in relation to the report. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Approved May June 2024 Grant Applications 
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12.3 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2024 MAYORAL CHARITY FUND 
Author: Jarrod Byham - Grants Delivery and Attraction Lead 

Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the recommendations for the allocation of funds within the City of Melton 2024 Mayoral 
Charity Fund. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the assessment process completed and endorse the funding amounts in line 
with the recommendations made by the Mayoral Charity Fund Assessment Panel outlined in 
Appendix 1. 
 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Ramsey. 
That Council note the assessment process completed and endorse the funding amounts in line 
with the recommendations made by the Mayoral Charity Fund Assessment Panel outlined in 
Appendix 1 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Each year Melton Council budgets for the Mayoral Charity Fund, to provide support to a local 
charity or community organisation. This has taken place through a variety of formats, 
including a Mayoral Charity Ball or through a direct contribution to a community 
organisations. For the 2023/2024 Mayoral term, it was agreed that the $40,000 allocated to 
the Mayoral Charity Fund be used to fund small community projects that benefit City of 
Melton residents.  
A total of fifty seven applications were received as part of the submission process. Of the fifty 
seven applications, fifty three applications were confirmed as eligible. Council Officers 
assessed the level of community benefit of the project using a scoring matrix to determine 
recommended applications for funding in ranking order. A total of twenty one applications are 
recommended for funding, utilising the entire allocated budget. 
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2. Background/Issues 
At the July 2024 Ordinary Meeting of Council, Council determined that the $40,000 allocated 
to the Mayoral Charity Fund will be used to fund small scale community projects, activities, 
events or the purchase of vital equipment. The fund is a one off fund to provide opportunities 
for not-for-profit community organisations to apply for project funding to benefit the Melton 
Community. Organisations could apply for funding up to $2,000 to cover costs associated 
with a project.  
Application Requirements 
Applications for the 2024 Mayoral Charity Fund opened on 23 July 2024 and closed on 11 
August 2024. 
The application required eligible groups to provide contact details, a short description of the 
project, a budget with a single quote for items over $250, and explanation on how their 
project will benefit the Melton community. The maximum funding available to applicants was 
$2,000. 
Eligibility Requirements 
Mayoral Charity Fund applicants had to satisfy the following eligibility requirements 
consistent with the criteria and guidelines of Council’s endorsed funds and grants targeting 
similar organisations and funding amounts:  

• Be based in the City of Melton 

• Have an ABN or a completed Statement by a Supplier Form 

• Demonstrate not-for-profit status 

• Have Public Liability Insurance of at least $20 million 

• Have no outstanding debts owing to Council 

• Have fully acquitted previously funded projects 

• Not be related to harmful industries 
Projects must also: 

• Directly benefit Melton residents 

• Not be related to the delivery of core curriculum of education providers 

• Must not have happened prior to the fund closing on 11 August 2024 

• Be completed within 12 months from the date of approval from Council 

• Take place inside the City of Melton, unless the application demonstrates a direct 
benefit to City of Melton residents 

• Not be the responsibility of Council or already receiving funding from Council 

• Not be the responsibility of other levels of government. 
Fifty-seven applications were received. Four applications were deemed ineligible. Officers 
provided immediate feedback to these applicants and provided additional time to rectify 
issues. These have also been referred to the Community Grants and Fund program. 
In total, post assessment, twenty one applications have been recommended for funding, 
totalling $40,020. 
Funding Assessment Process 
The Mayoral Charity Fund has been administered consistent with Council’s other community 
funds. The process to determine eligibility and funding recommendations included: 
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1. Application eligibility assessment completed by Grant Officers 
2. Eligible applications were reviewed by an internal selection panel to independently 

verify the process and determine level of benefit of the applications using a 1-5 scoring 
scale (5 being a very high level of community benefit). The scoring system enabled 
officers to rank applications from highest benefit to lowest benefit for the Melton 
community based on information provided.  

3. Funding recommendations reviewed and approved by the Director City Life and CEO.  
All Officers involved in the above process adhered to all confidentiality and disclosure 
requirements. This includes, not releasing information that they know, or should reasonably 
know, is confidential information (such as applicant names, contact details, funding 
requested, project scopes, individual assessments, and funding outcomes).  
The panel’s funding recommendations are detailed at Appendix 1. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.4 A City that promotes positive public health and wellbeing outcomes to our community. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council has allocated $40,000 for the Mayoral Charity Fund. Funding for this round is as per 
the table below in the 2023/2024 Council budget: 

Available Budget 2023/24 Recommended funding Remaining Budget 
$40,000 $40,020 $0 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Council’s Mayoral Charity Fund was promoted to community through a range of available 
media and other opportunities including: 
• Social media posts across City of Melton, Healthy City of Melton, Young Communities, 

Melton City Libraries and Melton Learning Directory 
• E-news items in Community Involvement e-news, Melton City Libraries and Melton 

Learning Directory 
• Email distribution to relevant networks including recreation, leisure, emergency 

management, environmental, youth related and community groups and organisations, 
activity providers for FairGo 4 Youth Fund and past applicants of the Community Grants 
Program from 2020 (approximately 300 groups) 

• Local newspaper advertisements 
Successful fund recipients will be published on Council’s website and Officers are planning 
to have their application acknowledged formally by the Mayor.   

6. Risk Analysis 
The administration of the 2024 Mayoral Charity Fund through a Community Fund round 
ensures transparency and fairness in the distribution of the fund. 
Community fund opportunities provided and administered by Council are promoted and 
provided in accordance with Council objectives, guidelines, and procedures. 
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Council officers implement administrative changes to fund processes in line with audit 
recommendations and continuous improvement measures. 
Council Officers must declare if they have, or could be perceived to have, a conflict of 
interest. If such a conflict exists, those assessment scores have not been included. 
Council Officers have also agreed to preserve the confidentiality of all application information 
supplied. 
Council Officers must also maintain robust documentation across all steps of the eligibility 
assessment process to create a thorough audit trail. 

7. Options 
Council may note the assessment process completed and endorse the funding amounts in 
line with the recommendations  

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Recommended Mayoral Charity Fund Applications (2024) - CONFIDENTIAL 
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12.4 RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MOTION 876 (CR ABBOUSHI) - TOWN CENTRE 
RESERVE, CAROLINE SPRINGS 

Author: Aaron Biscan - Manager Recreation and Facility Activation 
Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to Notice of Motion 876 (Cr Abboushi) to update the existing master plan at Caroline 
Springs Town Centre Recreation Reserve. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the report and updated master plan for Caroline Springs Town Centre 
Recreation Reserve. 
 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That Council note the report and updated master plan for Caroline Springs Town Centre 
Recreation Reserve. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
At the Scheduled Meeting of Council dated 31 July 2023, Council resolved via Notice of 
Motion 876 raised by Councillor Abboushi: 
That Council, in consultation with all user groups at Town Centre Reserve, Caroline Springs, 
update and develop the existing master plan at the reserve to set the strategic direction for 
the future of the site and report to Council at a future scheduled meeting. 

This report presents an updated master plan for Caroline Springs Town Centre Recreation 
Reserve. This report provides further information on the delivery of the existing master plan, 
consultation undertaken with user groups and opportunities for further consideration for the 
future development of the reserve. 

2. Background/Issues 
At the Scheduled Meeting of Council dated 31 July 2023, Council resolved to receive an 
updated master plan for Caroline Springs Town Centre Recreation Reserve.  
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Caroline Springs Town Centre Recreation Reserve 
Caroline Springs Town Centre Recreation Reserve (‘the Reserve’) is an 8.6-hectare parcel of 
land bounded by The Parade, The Crossing, College Road and Brunton Avenue in Caroline 
Springs. The existing master plan for the Reserve, developed in 2008, is attached as 
Appendix 1. The design intent of the master plan was to activate the Reserve as a 
community space with a dual focus of unstructured passive and active recreation catering for 
all age groups and abilities. 
The Reserve comprises a 5-court indoor stadium (Caroline Springs Leisure Centre), an 11-
court regional level tennis complex, 2 ovals used primarily for football and cricket, a skate 
park, multi-purpose basketball/netball courts, playground and an extensive path network and 
associated infrastructure. 
The Reserve is home to the Caroline Springs Cricket Club, Caroline Springs Football Club 
and Caroline Springs Tennis Club and multiple groups and schools which access the 
Caroline Springs Leisure Centre on a regular basis. 
Existing Master Plan Implementation 
An analysis on the implementation of the existing master plan has been completed (Table 1). 
An updated master plan based on this analysis and works undertaken since the original 
master plan was developed has been prepared and is attached as Appendix 2. 
Table 1: Master Plan Implementation 

Master Plan Item Status Description 
Community Youth Activity 
Node (CYAN) Plaza & 
multi-purpose court 

Completed Skate park and seating constructed in the 
south-east of the Reserve. Three basketball 
hoops and a multi-purpose basketball/ 
netball court constructed in the north-east of 
the Reserve. 

Indigenous shrub planting Completed Trees and garden beds planted throughout 
the Reserve. 

Drinking fountains Completed Four drinking fountains installed. 

Rubbish bins Completed Multiple stainless steel 240 litre bin 
enclosures installed. 

BBQ facilities Completed  BBQ facilities provided. 

Exercise stations Not completed Not completed. Scheduled for 2024/25. 

Seating/picnic table Completed Multiple seats installed around the ovals and 
tennis precinct. 

Lighting Completed Lighting provided around the path network.  

Sporting complex (and 
proposed extension) 

Completed The Caroline Springs Leisure Centre was 
constructed in 2008 as a 3-court indoor 
stadium. In 2019, the centre was extended to 
include a further 2 indoor courts. 

Future library Completed The Caroline Springs Library and Learning 
Centre has been constructed. 

Future pool Completed A private indoor learn to swim school has 
been constructed in the south-east corner of 
the Reserve. 

Football/cricket oval Completed Football/cricket oval constructed including 
100 lux floodlights, a turf wicket table, 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 26 AUGUST 2024 

Page 67 

Master Plan Item Status Description 
coaches’ boxes, storage and an electronic 
scoreboard. 

Multi-sport playing field Completed Multi-sport playing field constructed including 
50 lux floodlighting, player and spectator 
shelters and ball protection fencing. 

Tennis courts Partially 
completed 

Twelve tennis courts master planned. An 
eleven-court regional level tennis facility was 
constructed in 2019.  

Netball courts Partially 
completed 

Four netball courts master planned. One 
multi-purpose basketball/netball court was 
constructed in 2019. 

Adventure playground Partially 
completed 

A local level playground was installed in 
2010. The playground installed does not 
meet a modern ‘adventure playground’ 
standard, however is considered appropriate 
for the reserve and location.  

Proposed cricket nets Completed Four cricket nets constructed near the skate 
park. 

Emergency vehicle access Completed Emergency vehicle access provided on both 
Brunton Avenue and College Street.  

Existing car parking areas Completed Existing car parking retained. Additional car 
parking provided around the Reserve. 

Tennis and netball pavilion  Completed Tennis pavilion completed. Netball pavilion 
incorporated into the leisure centre and 
sports pavilion. 

Viewing mounds Completed Viewing mounds constructed between the 
ovals. 

Path network Completed Path network constructed throughout the 
Reserve. 

Key Issues and Opportunities 
Engagement has been undertaken with existing user groups including the Caroline Springs 
Cricket Club, Caroline Springs Football Netball Club and Caroline Springs Tennis Club. 
Feedback was sought specifically on opportunities for the future development of the Reserve 
given the works undertaken in recent years and the updated master plan.  
The following feedback was provided: 

• The Caroline Springs Football Netball Club and the netball association using the 
leisure centre advocated for the provision of two competition outdoor netball courts. 
There is an opportunity to incorporate outdoor netball courts as a bookable space 
managed through the Caroline Springs Leisure Centre. 

• The Caroline Springs Football Netball Club support the redevelopment of Oval 1 and 
whilst Council’s standard  for sportsground lighting is 100 lux, support investigating 
upgrading of the sportsground lighting to 150 lux. The Sport and Recreation Facility 
Development Policy provides opportunities to support club contributions towards 
delivering higher standard facilities. Officers will work with the tenant club, similar to 
other sportsground lighting projects, to contribute funding towards an upgrade from 
100 lux to 150 lux during this project should the tenant club wish to pursue. 
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• The Caroline Springs Tennis Club support the construction of a 12th tennis court to 
align with Tennis Victoria’s sub-regional facility standards. This is also a 
recommendation of the Draft City of Melton Tennis Strategy. 

• Oval 2 is scheduled to be reconstructed and upgraded to a football/cricket oval in 
2024/25 inclusive of 100 lux LED floodlighting, oval fencing, ball protection fencing, 
manual scoreboard (consistent with Council’s Sport and Recreation Facility 
Development Policy) and players and spectator shelters. The existing user groups 
have been consulted throughout the planning and design stage of this project. 

• The installation of exercise stations is scheduled to take place in 2024/25 following 
the completion of the Oval 2 redevelopment project. 

• The landscaping in front of the sports pavilion is scheduled to be upgraded in 
2024/25. The existing user groups have been consulted throughout the planning and 
design stage of this project. An access audit was completed as part of this project. 
Several improvements are required to ensure the sports pavilion and surrounds meet 
access requirements. Additional works will be planned for Council consideration to 
improve access to and around both the sports pavilion and leisure centre. 

• General improvements at the reserve around lighting and safety have also been 
provided. 

• The playground installed does not meet the ‘adventure playground’ standard 
specified in the master plan. The playground is scheduled for replacement in 
2026/27. Consultation with the community will take place on the type of playground to 
be provided as part of this project. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.3 A City with accessible infrastructure that meets the needs of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations associated with this report. All projects identified in the 
updated master plan will be referred to the Council annual budget process and infrastructure 
plan for further consideration and timing.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Consistent with the Notice of Motion 876, engagement has been undertaken with existing 
user groups including the Caroline Springs Cricket Club, Caroline Springs Football Netball 
Club and Caroline Springs Tennis Club. Feedback was sought specifically on opportunities 
for the future development of the Reserve and the updated master plan.  
Engagement has not been undertaken with the broader community, leisure centre user 
groups and sporting associations in updating the master plan. The primary purpose to 
updating the existing master plan from 2008 has been to ensure all the developments that 
had been undertaken since 2008 are reflected on the plan. Once updated, feedback was 
then provided from the user groups to ensure accurate and also consider the future 
strategic development of the reserve. There is an opportunity to update the master plan 
and reserve further in the future. Any additional opportunities identified by user groups that 
may impact broader community or public use would require broader community 
consultation should they be pursued. 
All user groups at the reserve have been provided the report with no objections to the final 
draft. 
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6. Risk Analysis 
Not applicable 

7. Options 
That Council note the report and updated master plan for the Caroline Springs Town Centre 
Recreation Reserve. 
That Council note further updates to the master plan for the Caroline Springs Town Centre 
Recreation Reserve will be required to incorporate opportunities identified by user groups for 
broader community consultation. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Caroline Springs Town Centre Recreation Reserve Master Plan 2008 
2.  Caroline Springs Town Centre Recreation Reserve Master Plan 2024 
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12.5 EXFORD AND GREIGS ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS, INCLUDING BRIDGE 
STRENGTHENING AND WIDENING AND ROUNDABOUT UPGRADE UPDATE 

Author: Matthew Hutchinson - Coordinator Design and Investigations 
Presenter: Neil Whiteside - Director City Delivery  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide an update to Council on the Exford Road and Greigs Road Improvement Projects, 
including the Bridge Strengthening and Widening and Roundabout Upgrade. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the update on Exford Road and Greigs Road Improvement Projects, including Bridge 

Strengthening and Widening and Roundabout Upgrade. 
2. Note the current cost estimate for the Exford Road and Greigs Road Bridge Strengthening 

and Widening Project is in the order of $5.5M, which will require additional Council funding to 
undertake the project.  

3. Note the current cost estimate for the Exford Road and Greigs Road Roundabout Upgrade 
Project is in the order of $3.4M, which will require additional Council funding to undertake the 
project.  

4. Note that Council Officers will continue to progress the Exford Road and Greigs Road 
Improvement Projects, including Bridge Strengthening and Widening and Roundabout 
Upgrade and refer the additional Council funding required to deliver the projects to the 
2025/26 Annual Budget process. 

Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Vandenberg. 
That Council: 
1. Note the update on Exford Road and Greigs Road Improvement Projects, including Bridge 

Strengthening and Widening and Roundabout Upgrade. 
2. Note the current cost estimate for the Exford Road and Greigs Road Bridge Strengthening 

and Widening Project is in the order of $5.5M, which will require additional Council funding to 
undertake the project.  

3. Note the current cost estimate for the Exford Road and Greigs Road Roundabout Upgrade 
Project is in the order of $3.4M, which will require additional Council funding to undertake the 
project.  

4. Note that Council Officers will continue to progress the Exford Road and Greigs Road 
Improvement Projects, including Bridge Strengthening and Widening and Roundabout 
Upgrade and refer the additional Council funding required to deliver the projects to the 
2025/26 Annual Budget process. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED 
Cr Abboushi called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
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For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Exford Road and Greigs Road Bridges Upgrade Project is a Council initiated project to 
address safety concerns by widening the existing bridges and to strengthen them suitable for 
Higher Mass Limit (HML) vehicles.  The current bridges are very narrow and in their current 
state, are not suitable for HML vehicles.  
The Exford and Greigs Road intersection requires an upgrade to make it suitable for the 
current and growing traffic volumes. A roundabout is proposed to address the congestion 
and safety issues at this intersection.  
As part of the detail design and construction methodology assessment for the bridges it was 
found the bridge decks required strengthening. Due to the narrow width of the bridges the 
bridge deck strengthening could not be completed without full closure of the bridges for up to 
4 months. Noting the issue of the required closure and the safety concerns with the width of 
the bridge and the existing barrier it was considered appropriate to expand the scope of the 
Project to upgrade and widen the two bridges. As a result, the project cost has increased 
from an estimated $2M to $5.5M.  
Council had previously been successful in obtaining a Federal Government Bridge Renewal 
Program (BRP) Grant for of a little over $1M. With the expanded scope of the Project 
including the addition of the roundabout a new submission was submitted to the Federal 
Government BRP for additional funds, however Council has recently been advised this 
application has been unsuccessful.  
This report is presented to Council to provide an update on the Projects and to advise 
Council that additional Council funding (in the order of $4.0M) will be required to deliver the 
Projects.  

2. Background/Issues 
Background 
The Exford Road and Greigs Road Bridges are located west and east of the Exford and 
Greigs Road intersection over the Werribee and Toolern Creek Rivers respectively.  
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Figure 1 – Site layout 

The Exford Road and Greigs Road Bridges Upgrade Project is a Council initiated project to 
address safety concerns by widening the existing bridges and to strengthen them suitable for 
(HML) vehicles.  The current bridges are very narrow and in their current state, are not 
suitable for HML vehicles.  
Exford Road and Greigs Road are important freight routes enabling an east-west connection 
between the Western Freeway and Ballan Road. An earlier Council investigation indicated 
that the existing bridges along Exford Road and Greigs Road are structurally inadequate 
under HML vehicle loadings. HML vehicles can only drive on designated freight routes or 
with specific route approval from the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator. HML vehicles can be 
any size but carrying a weight greater than what they are normally allowed to carry (their 
general mass limit). HML vehicles using this road would be no more than 6 per day.     
Following the findings of the structural inadequacy of the bridges both bridges were removed 
from the HML route and no HML vehicles have been approved to use these bridges.   
Issues 
Bridge Strengthening Project 
Council officers engaged a structural engineering consultant to assess and prepare a report 
outlining what would be required to upgrade the bridges and estimated costs to do so. The 
Exford Road and Greigs Road Bridges Upgrade project was initially estimated to cost in the 
order of $2.2M.   
On this basis Council officers submitted a Federal Government Bridge Renewal Program 
(BRP) Grant application and Council was successful in receiving funding to the value of 
$1,030,015 (approximately 50% of project cost estimate).  
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During the detailed design process of the bridges, it was found: - 

• The bridge decks required an upgrade as part of the strengthening at a significant 
additional cost to the project.  

• The existing barriers on both bridges do not meet current Australian Standards and 
would require upgrading if any works on the bridges are undertaken. 

• Both bridges, particularly the Exford Road bridge, are narrow, and the Road Safety 
Audit recommended it be widened.  

• The existing bridges are not wide enough to enable a single lane of traffic open and 
leave sufficient safe working space to upgrade the bridge decks.  

• Both bridges would need to be closed to be able to construct the bridge decks for up to 
4 months. This is not an acceptable traffic outcome for our community.  

• Bridges could be widened with a shuttle flow arrangement to subsequently provide 
enough width to upgrades the bridge decks and minimise closure to estimated one 
week.   

Due to the identified safety concerns with the existing bridges and the impact to the 
community of a four-month closure to both bridges it was considered appropriate to expand 
the scope of the project to include bridge widening and new bridge barriers.  
The design was developed to include these elements and a new cost estimate was 
completed with the two bridges with a revised cost estimate of $5.5M.  

 
Figure 2 – Exford Road Bridge Site with Greigs Road bridge in the background. Google Street View July 2021 
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Figure 3 – Exford Road Bridge looking west. Google Street View February 2021 

 
Roundabout Project 
A separate but interlinked project being developed parallel to the Exford Road and Greigs 
Road Bridges Upgrade Project is the Exford / Greigs Road Roundabout Project. This project 
is critical to address the congestion and safety issues at this intersection and is funded by 
Council rates and developer contributions. This project is planned to be delivered in one 
tender and construction phase with the bridge upgrades.  
The estimated cost of the roundabout is $4M. The current budget for the project is $0.45M in 
developer contributions and $2.7M in Council funding.  
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Figure 4 – Schematic drawing of roundabout project 

Safety Issues 
The Road Safety Audit on the bridges identified a number of risks, two of which were 
categorised as extreme. The narrow width of the bridges and the poor site lines from Exford 
Road to the west. Although these risks are not new and have existed since both bridges 
were constructed, the risk of a serious crash is ever increasing with the residential 
developments occurring along Greigs Road and Exford Road and the resultant increase in 
traffic volumes. The below graph shows the increase in volume from 1907 vehicle per day 
(vpd) in 2005 to today’s volume of 12,258 vpd.  
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Figure 5 – Traffic volume increase at the Exford Road Bridge 

The site line risk can be addressed with the introduction of the roundabout at the intersection 
of Exford and Greigs Road and the widened bridges providing an improved road alignment.  
Since 2018 there have been 3 serious or other crashes on the bridges and 3 crashes at the 
intersection.  
Federal Government Grant 
With the significant increase in cost estimate for the Project and the addition of the 
roundabout a new grant application was submitted to the Federal Government BRP in late 
2023 for a total project cost of $7.4M made up of $5,000,000 federal funding and $2.4M in 
Council funding. Unfortunately, Council was informed in July 2024 that the application was 
unsuccessful.  
Council officers will request feedback on the unsuccessful submission and if possible, re-
submit for a future round of funding. Considering it has not been supported in this most 
recent funding program, Council cannot rely on or expect to receive future funding for this 
Project.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.4 An integrated transport network that enables people to move around. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council has currently allocated Council funds of $1,220,199 for the bridges project and have 
been successful at securing $1,013,150 through the Federal Government’s BRP.  Total 
expenditure to date on design and approvals is $350,000.  
Council has currently allocated Council funds of $2,700,000 for the roundabout project and 
developer contributions of $450,000.    
The current 2024/25 Capital Works Budget has an allocation of $531,609 for service 
relocation works for the bridges and $270,000 for the roundabout.  
Additional Council funding in the order of $3.27M will be required in the 2025/26 Capital 
Works Budget to undertake the bridge upgrade project based on the expanded scope.   
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Additional Council funding in the order of $0.85M will be required in the 2025/26 Capital 
Works Budget to undertake the roundabout project.   

 Bridges Roundabout Total 
Council Funding $1.2M $2.7M $3.9M 
Grants $1.03M  $1.03 
Developer Contributions - $0.45 $0.45 
    
Estimated costs $5.5 $4.0M $9.5M 
    
Shortfall $3.27M $0.85M $4.1M 

 
Annual Breakdown Bridges Roundabout Total 
2023/24 (Actuals to date) $0.35M $0.12M  
2024/25 (Allocated Funding) $0.5M $0.27 $0.77M 
2025/26 (Allocated Funding) $1.35M $2.5M $3.85M 
Table 1 – Financial summary 

Following feedback on the unsuccessful Federal Government BRP Grant application Council 
will re-submit the project for a future funding round. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The intersection of Exford and Greigs Roads receives a number of requests for 
improvement, with over 20 requests received in the 2023/24 financial year. The bridges have 
not received many formal requests for improvements.    
No public consultation about the Exford Road and Greigs Road Bridges Upgrade Project has 
been conducted at this time. Consultation with the community will occur closer to 
construction.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Option 1 – Proceed with Project with expanded scope.  
The risks associated with proceeding with Option 1 is the usual project risks of time delays. 
Option 2 – Not proceed with the bridges project. 
There are a number of risks in not proceeding with the project. 

• Ever increasing risk with the narrow bridges. 
• The Department of Transport and Planning’s new bus route into Eynesbury was initially 

concerned with the intersection and narrow bridge. They were comforted by the future 
Council project to address these concerns. Not proceeding with the bridges upgrade 
may have an impact on this bus route running in the future as traffic volumes continue 
to increase. 

• The roundabout project at the intersection is linked with the design of the bridge and if 
the bridge is not proceeding the design would need to be changed to suit. This would 
compromise the design and be additional costs to the project.  

• Although only a handful of enquires have been received since the HML ban on the 
bridges the freight industry would be disadvantaged without this east west connection. 
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• The existing grant of $1,013,150 to upgrade the bridges would be forfeited and 
potentially $100,000 in received grant income having to be paid back.  

7. Options 
Council has the options to: 
1. Continue with the Exford Road and Greigs Road Bridges Upgrade Project, noting 

additional Council funding in the order of $3.3M will be required to deliver the project. 
2. Not proceed with the Exford Road and Greigs Road Bridges Upgrade Project and 

advise the Federal Government that Council is not proceeding with the project and 
therefore will return the Federal Government Grant of $100,000 received to date. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.6 PLANNING APPLICATION PA 2023/8368/1 - USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF A 
CHILD CARE CENTRE AND DISPLAY OF BUSINESS SIGNAGE AT 1220 LEAKES 
ROAD, ROCKBANK 

Author: Valentine Sedze - Senior Major Development Planner 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider the planning application for the use and development of the land for the purpose of a 
childcare centre and the display of business signage at 1220 Leakes Road, Rockbank. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to the conditions outlined in 
Appendix 4 of this report. 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Vandenberg. 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to the conditions outlined in 
Appendix 4 of this report. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Background 

Executive Summary 

Proposal Use and development of a childcare centre and the display of 
business signage  

Existing Land Use  Vacant 

Number of Objections 6 objections 
2 submissions in support of the proposal 

Triggers for a Planning 
Permit:  

Clause 32.08-2 (General Residential Zone) - A permit is required 
for the use of the land as a childcare centre. 
Clause 32.08-10 (General Residential Zone) – A permit is 
required to construct a building or construct or carry out works.   
Clause 43.01-1 (Heritage Overlay)- A permit is required to 
construct a building or construct or carry out works, including a 
fence, roadworks and display of a sign. 
Clause 52.05-13 (Signs)- A permit is required for the display of 
business identification signage. 
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Matters for 
Consideration  

The response the neighbourhood character  
On and off-site amenity impacts 
Car parking and traffic impacts  
Responsiveness to the Rockbank Precinct Structure Plan 

Delegation As this planning application has received more than 5 objections 
it is referred to Council for determination.  

The Land and Surrounding Area 
The subject site has an area of 6024m² and is located on the western side of Leakes Road, 
Rockbank. The site is located approximately 350m south of the Rockbank Train Station. The 
site adjoins Garner Grove to the west and will adjoin a future road along the northern 
boundary. An existing drainage and sewerage easement adjoins the rear boundary. The 
surrounding area is transitioning to an urban environment.  
To the north, is the future Rockbank Major Town Centre, to the south-east is a local park and 
immediately west and south of the site is an emerging residential suburb (Accolade Estate). 
The land is not affected by a Restrictive Covenant. 
The land is affected by a S173 Agreement AS515689F; however the proposal does not 
breach any conditions of the Agreement. The Agreement relates to the payment of 
development contributions and delivery of infrastructure in accordance with the approved 
Development Contributions Plan. 
The land is not considered to be of cultural heritage sensitivity under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Regulations 2007. 
Refer to Appendix 1 for a locality plan 
Refer to Appendix 2 for Site Photos 
The Application 
The application proposes the use and development of a childcare centre and the display of 
business signage. 
The proposed development is summarised as follows: 

• The southern portion of the site will be used for the childcare centre (299.95m2). The 
northern portion of the site (3028.5m²) is vacant.  

• The construction of a single storey, childcare centre building of 953m².  

• The building will have a maximum height of 6.21m. 

• The building comprises a reception area and lobby, eight rooms, shared bathroom 
facilities, nursery room, parents’ room, laundry, kitchen, areas for staff and storage 
areas. 

• The building will be constructed from brick, timber cladding, shiplap cladding, split face 
masonry with aluminium framed doors and windows and colour-bond shale grey 
roofing. 

• A 1.8m high black power-coated aluminium fence is proposed along part of the eastern 
boundary. 

• A 1.8m high timber acoustic fence is proposed along the entire length of the southern 
boundary. 

• A 1.8m high aluminium slat fence is proposed along part of the western boundary. 
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• A 27-space car park to located at the north of the building with vehicle access 
proposed from Leakes Road. 

• The childcare centre will accommodate a maximum of 126 children and 21 full time 
staff.  

• The hours of operation are 6:30am to 6:30pm, Monday to Friday.  

• Two signs are proposed on the northern and eastern façades, each measure 3.7m x 
0.78m (2.886m²). 

• On-site waste collection will be carried out by a private contractor. 

Refer to Appendix 3 for plans of the proposal. 

2. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A well planned and built City: A City with a clear vision to manage growth in a sustainable 

and accessible way. 
3.1  A City that strategically plans for growth and development. 

3. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with the application. 

4. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Public notification of the application 
Public notification was carried out with letters sent to neighbouring properties and a sign 
displayed on site. Six objections to the proposal and two submissions in support of the 
proposal were received. 
The grounds of objection are summarised as follows: 

• There are adequate childcare centres in the precinct and an alternative use should be 
considered.  

• The proposed car parking is inadequate and is likely to cause congestion.   
• The proposed vehicle access point off Leakes Road may impact traffic flow. 
• The potential demand upon on-street car parking which is in demand from commuters 

and residents. 
• Inadequate pedestrian crossings at Leakes Road to support the proposal. 
• The lack of information regarding the northern portion of the site. 
Referral of the application 
The application was referred to a number of internal Council Developments for review. 
Council’s Infrastructure Planning Officer, Landscape Development Officer, Social Planner 
and Environmental Health Officer were all supportive of the application.  
Council’s Waste Services Officer and Urban Designer recommended design and operational 
amendments which have been included in the proposed conditions.  
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5. Planning Considerations  
Planning Policy Considerations:  
The proposal is consistent with the Melton Planning Scheme specifically the Planning Policy 
Framework and the Local Planning Policy Framework. Specially, the proposed use (childcare 
centre) is anticipated in the purpose of the applied General Residential Zone:  
“…to allow educational, recreational, religious, community and a limited range of other non-
residential uses to serve local community needs in appropriate locations”.  

The use will service local community needs and is compatible to its location that has and will 
have other non–residential uses. In particular, the childcare centre will be located in a 
residential area within the Rockbank Precinct Structure Plan area and on the periphery of the 
future Rockbank Major Town Centre.  
The childcare centre use will be able to leverage off the nearby residential areas and the 
future Rockbank Major Town Centre whilst also complementing and contributing to service 
provision within the wider area of the Rockbank PSP.   
Use and operation: 
Whilst it is acknowledged that there are existing childcare centres within the area, economic 
factors/competition are not planning considerations and as noted above this area will 
increase in population and anticipated urban growth. Other services currently not located 
within the area are likely to be provided within the future Rockbank Major Town Centre which 
will be located immediately to the north of the site.  
The proposed childcare centre’s hours of operation (6.30 am to 6.30 pm, Monday to Friday) 
are usual hours for childcare and support working parents. Centres tend to be quieter in the 
morning and busier later in the morning. The hours are unlikely to have an adverse impact 
on the amenity of surrounding future residential areas. 
Any potential noise from the car parking area alongside the southern common boundary with 
future residential properties will be mitigated by the proposed 1.8 metre high timber noise 
attenuated boundary fence.  
Building Appearance:  
The proposed façade treatments uses varied materials and finishes, along with vertical and 
horizontal articulation elements. These features will enhance the building’s appearance 
ensuring it sits appropriately in the streetscape. The design response and layout of the 
proposal is an appropriate fit for this emerging area and preferred neighbourhood character. 
A permit condition will seek to enhance the presentation of the building to Garner Street. The 
western wall of the building (i.e., Playroom 1 and toilet) must be relocated forward of the 
western most car space so the building. This requirement will be conditioned if any permit is 
to issue.  
The proposed development layout plan provides ample opportunities for landscaping that will 
assist in softening appearance of the development and more effectively presenting it to the 
street.  
The two trees shown to be removed on the plans have not yet been planted. If the trees are 
planted in accordance with the landscape masterplan for Accolade Estate, the proposed 
crossover would impact on these street trees. Any removal of street trees outside the two-
year maintenance period by the developer, will need to be replaced in accordance with 
Council’s Tree Planting and Removal Policy. The proposed signage is modest in size 
(2.886m² each) and is considered acceptable. However, a condition will require the location 
of the proposed signage to be shown on the plans. 
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Car Parking and Traffic:  
The planning scheme requires car parking to be provided at a rate of 0.22 car spaces per 
child, The proposal therefore requires 27 spaces which are provided on site. The planning 
scheme does not require bicycle parking spaces for this site but two spaces are proposed.  
The proposed main street location and adequate car parking provision will mean the 
proposal will have limited impact on local residential streets. Given the nature of the use, 
vehicle movements will rarely occur outside of peak drop off and pick up times. Any potential 
congestion will only occur for two short periods of time each day.  
There is no unreasonable impact upon pedestrian amenity and the use of the existing 
footpath network will remain.  
A future signalised intersection is planned for the future northern road adjoining the site and 
Leakes Road (which will be located approximately 50m north of the proposed vehicle access 
point to the site). This signalised intersection will provide an additional pedestrian crossing 
for Leakes Road.  
Officer Summary:  
An officer recommendation to support the proposal is based on an assessment against the 
requirements of the Melton Planning Scheme, Rockbank Precinct Structure Plan and 
consideration of written objections and submissions. The proposed childcare centre is 
appropriately located near the edge of an emerging residential area and the future 
commercial development to the north.  
Access to the site will be provided in accordance with the requirements of Council’s 
Infrastructure Planning team and on-site car parking is provided in accordance with Melton 
Planning Scheme requirements for the use.  

6. Options 
Council can determine to issue:  
1. A Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to the conditions outlined at appendix 6.  
2. A Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to varied conditions.  
3. A Notice of Refusal. 

7. Conclusion 
The application has been assessed against the provisions of the Melton Planning Scheme 
and it is considered that the proposal demonstrates a high level of compliance against the 
relevant provisions. Furthermore, the proposal provides for a community need for an 
expanding population with minimal amenity impacts and provides a design the complements 
the emerging character of the precinct.   
Therefore, it is recommended that the application be approved as outlined in Appendix 4. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Locality Plan 
2.  Site Photos 
3.  Plans 
4.  Proposed Conditions 
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12.7 INSTRUMENT OF DELEGATION TO CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Acting Head of Governance  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To vary the S5 Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer dated 3 April 2023. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council, in the exercise of the power conferred by s.11(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 
2020 (the Act), resolves that: 
1. Clauses 1.3.1, 1.3.2 and 1.3.3 of the S5 Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive 

Officer (the Instrument) dated 3 April 2023 be varied to state:  
a. 1.3.1. insurance premiums that exceeds $1,500,000; 
b. 1.3.2. the fire services property levy that exceeds $6,000,000; or 
c. 1.3.3. developer payouts that exceeds $25,000,000 per DC/ICP reference code; 

2. The variations subject to clause (1)(a), (1)(b) and (1)(c) come into effect on 26 October 2024 
and remain in force until the first Council meeting following the swearing in of the new 
Council following the 2024 Local Government Elections and at such time the variations are 
rescinded, and the conditions and limitations revert to those currently set out in the 
Instrument dated 3 April 2023 provided at Appendix 1; 

3. All other conditions and limitations of the Instrument remain unchanged.  
4. The duties and functions set out in the Instrument must be performed, and the powers set 

out in the instrument must be executed, in accordance with any guidelines or policies of 
Council that it may from time to time adopt. 

 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Abboushi. 
That Council, in the exercise of the power conferred by s.11(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 
2020 (the Act), resolves that: 
1. Clauses 1.3.1, 1.3.2 and 1.3.3 of the S5 Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive 

Officer (the Instrument) dated 3 April 2023 be varied to state:  
a. 1.3.1. insurance premiums that exceeds $1,500,000; 
b. 1.3.2. the fire services property levy that exceeds $6,000,000; or 
c. 1.3.3. developer payouts that exceeds $25,000,000 per DC/ICP reference code; 

2. The variations subject to clause (1)(a), (1)(b) and (1)(c) come into effect on 26 October 2024 
and remain in force until the first Council meeting following the swearing in of the new 
Council following the 2024 Local Government Elections and at such time the variations are 
rescinded, and the conditions and limitations revert to those currently set out in the 
Instrument dated 3 April 2023 provided at Appendix 1; 

3. All other conditions and limitations of the Instrument remain unchanged.  
4. The duties and functions set out in the Instrument must be performed, and the powers set 

out in the instrument must be executed, in accordance with any guidelines or policies of 
Council that it may from time to time adopt. 
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For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 
1. Executive Summary 

A Council may, by Council resolution, vary an Instrument of Delegation and delegate to a 
member of its staff a range of powers, duties or functions of a Council under the Local 
Government Act 2020 (Act), or any other applicable Act. 
Local Government elections are being held on 26 October 2024. For the period following the 
elections, until a new Council is sworn in, financial approval may be sought which may 
exceed the Chief Executive Officer’s existing financial delegations pursuant to the S5 
Instrument of Delegation (the Instrument) authorised by resolution of Council on 27 March 
2023 and dated 3 April 2023. A variation to the Instrument is proposed to come into force on 
26 October 2024 until the first Council meeting following the swearing in of the new Council 
following the 2024 Local Government Election. The Instrument is provided as Appendix 1. 
This variation will allow for the proper and efficient use of Council’s powers by enabling the 
Chief Executive Officer to undertake the day-to-day management of the organisation in a 
timely and responsive manner. 
At its meeting held 8 August 2024, the Audit and Risk Committee supported an increase to 
the financial delegations of the Chief Executive Officer until such time as a new Council is 
sworn in following the 2024 Local Government Election.   

2. Background/Issues 
Well-constructed Instruments of Delegation are important as a person exercising a 
delegation is effectively ‘standing in the shoes of the Council’. A decision made under 
delegation is a decision of the Council.  
This report presents the proposed variations to clauses 1.3.1, 1.3.2 and 1.3.3 to the S5 
Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer to Council for approval. 
This Instrument was approved by Council at its meeting on 27 March 2023 and came into 
effect on the common seal being affixed on 3 April 2023.  
This Instrument has been reviewed and updated to reflect changes, specifically with respect 
to expenditure limitations, to accommodate for the period following the 2024 Local 
Government election, where there will be no sworn in Councillors for a period of 
approximately three weeks. The variations are proposed to remain in force until the first 
Council Meeting following the swearing in of the new Council following the 2024 Local 
Government Election at which time the conditions and limitations of the Instrument will revert 
to the conditions and limitations currently set out in the Instrument.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations as a result of the Recommendation. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
There is no public consultation requirement as a result of the Recommendation. 

6. Risk Analysis 
The same risks apply in decision making by Officers as for decisions by Council. 
Should Council not be minded to adopt the recommendations as set out in this report, 
decisions may be delayed until such time as a new Council is sworn in which may expose 
Council to financial, legal or reputational risks. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1.  Adopt the Recommendation as presented. 
2.  Consider alternate variations. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  S5 Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer dated 3 April 2023 
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12.8 UPDATE OF COUNCIL'S GOVERNANCE RULES 
Author: Bernadette Bensley - Governance Officer 

Presenter: Renee Hodgson - Acting Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To update Council’s Governance Rules in accordance with recent legislative amendments to the 
Local Government (Electoral) Regulations 2020. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council adopt the updated Governance Rules, provided as Appendix 1, in accordance with 
the legislative amendment to the Local Government (Electoral) Regulations 2020, which amends 
the nomination day from 32 days to 39 days before election day. 
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Carli. 
That Council adopt the updated Governance Rules, provided as Appendix 1, in accordance with 
the legislative amendment to the Local Government (Electoral) Regulations 2020, which amends 
the nomination day from 32 days to 39 days before election day. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council’s Governance Rules (the Rules) are required to comply with Section 60 of the Local 
Government Act 2020 (the Act).  
A legislative update to the Local Government (Electoral) Regulations 2020 necessitates an 
update to Council’s Election Period Policy, contained within the Rules.  
An updated definition of Nomination Day from 32 days to 39 days before election day has 
been reflected in Council’s Election Period Policy on page 46 of the updated Governance 
Rules, provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 2020, the updated Governance Rules are 
being presented to Council for adoption. 

2. Background/Issues 
Council’s Governance Rules (the Rules) are required to comply with Section 60 of the Local 
Government Act 2020 (the Act).  
Council’s Governance Rules were last adopted by Council on 25 March 2024 and include 
Council’s Election Period Policy which forms a part of the Rules in accordance with the Act. 
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A legislative update to the Local Government (Electoral) Regulations 2020 necessitates an 
update to Council’s Election Period Policy, contained within the Rules.  
Specifically, in regulation 5(1) of the Local Government (Electoral) Regulations 2020, the 
definition of nomination day was amended from 32 days before election day to 39 days 
before election day. 
This amendment has been reflected in Council’s Election Period Policy on page 46 of the 
updated Governance Rules, provided as Appendix 1 to this report and, in accordance with 
the Act, is being presented to Council for adoption. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations in relation to the recommendation made in this report. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Engagement will be at an informal level to make the community aware of the amendment to 
the nomination day.  Notification of the updated Governance Rules will be published on the 
Melton Conversations page. 
Nomination Day (17 September 2024) is currently published on the 2024 Council Elections 
page on Council’s website. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Council may be in breach of Section 60 of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act) if the 
Governance Rules are not updated. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Adopt the updated Governance Rules; or 
2. Not adopt the updated Governance Rules which may result in a breach of Section 60 

of the Local Government Act 2020. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Updated Governance Rules - August 2024 
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12.9 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MINUTES - 8 AUGUST 2024 
Author: Bernadette Bensley - Governance Officer 

Presenter: Renee Hodgson - Acting Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council the confirmed minutes (minutes) of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting 
held on 8 August 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 8 August 2024, 

provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 
2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 

within the minutes. 
 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Shannon. 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 8 August 2024, 

provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 
2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 

within the minutes. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 8 August 2024 are appended 
to this report as Appendix 1.  
The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Audit and Risk Committee is established by the Council pursuant to Section 53 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  
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The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance 
reporting, Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and 
oversee the internal and external audit function.  
The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 for matters that 
the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Any and all financial considerations are set out within the reports and minutes of the Audit 
and Risk Committee. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 
A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 
Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to provide any feedback or direction to the Audit and Risk Committee 
it feels is appropriate on the discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities under the Audit 
and Risk Committee Charter. 
The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Confirmed Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 8 August 2024 
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12.10 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Vanja Zdjelar - Governance Officer 

Presenter: Renee Hodgson - Acting Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 

Appendices 1 - 5 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
a. Safer City Advisory Committee – 13 June 2024 
b. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee – 11 July 2024 
c. Intercultural Advisory Committee - 24 July 2024 
d. Disability Advisory Committee – 1 August 2024 
e. Policy Review Panel – 1 August 2024 

2. Approve to set the application charge of $200 as outlined in the proposed 
Telecommunication Facilities Policy and update the fees and charges schedule for inclusion 
in the Budget document. 

 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 
That Council: 
1. Receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 

Appendices 1 - 5 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
a. Safer City Advisory Committee – 13 June 2024 
b. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee – 11 July 2024 
c. Intercultural Advisory Committee - 24 July 2024 
d. Disability Advisory Committee – 1 August 2024 
e. Policy Review Panel – 1 August 2024 

2. Approve to set the application charge of $250 as outlined in the proposed 
Telecommunication Facilities Policy and update the fees and charges schedule for inclusion 
in the Budget document. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the 
power to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of 
the 2020 Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committee attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meeting, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2023/24 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 2 and 27 November 2023. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committee, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meeting detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Safer City Advisory Committee 13 June 2024 
2.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 11 July 2024 
3.  Intercultural Advisory Committee 24 July 2024 
4.  Disability Advisory Committee 1 August 2024 
5.  Policy Review Panel 1 August 2024 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Safer City Advisory Committee Minutes dated 13 June 2024 
2.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee Minutes dated 11 July 2024 
3.  Intercultural Advisory Committee Minutes dated 24 July 2024 
4.  Disability Advisory Committee dated 1 August 2024 
5.  Policy Review Panel Minutes dated 1 August 2024 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports receivd from Crs Abboushi, Carli, Shannon, Kesic, Vandenberg, Turner, Ramsey 
and Mayor Majdlik. 

Cr Kesic left the Chamber at 8:09pm and returned to the Chamber at 8.13pm.
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 926 (CR ABBOUSHI) - DUMPED RUBBISH/LITTER 
EDUCATION AND AWARENESS CAMPAIGN 
 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council develop a Dumped Rubbish/Litter Education and Awareness Campaign to educate 
residents about the effects of dumped rubbish and litter on public land in the City of Melton.  The 
Campaign to consider effective education and awareness practices in other areas and include use 
of Council’s website, social media, and other initiatives deemed appropriate by Council officers for 
implementation as soon as reasonably practicable. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Carli. 
That Council develop a Dumped Rubbish/Litter Education and Awareness Campaign to educate 
residents about the effects of dumped rubbish and litter on public land in the City of Melton.  The 
Campaign to consider effective education and awareness practices in other areas and include use 
of Council’s website, social media, and other initiatives deemed appropriate by Council officers for 
implementation as soon as reasonably practicable. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 927 (CR ABBOUSHI) - CITY OF MELTON STAKEHOLDER 
YOUTH ENGAGEMENT SUMMIT 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council facilitate a summit with key stakeholders across government including youth related 
agencies to explore opportunities of integrating approaches and resourcing efforts to: 
1. Significantly increase youth engagement with education: Develop integrated approaches to 

enhance youth participation in education and / or extracurricular activities. 
2. Reduce behaviours considered anti-social: Seek to address root causes of this behaviour in 

the City of Melton developing an integrated approach that leverages the strengths of all 
stakeholders. 

3. A briefing of Council be provided to outline the planned approach for the Summit. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Carli. 
That Council facilitate a summit with key stakeholders across government including youth related 
agencies to explore opportunities of integrating approaches and resourcing efforts to: 
1. Significantly increase youth engagement with education: Develop integrated approaches to 

enhance youth participation in education and / or extracurricular activities. 
2. Reduce behaviours considered anti-social: Seek to address root causes of this behaviour in 

the City of Melton developing an integrated approach that leverages the strengths of all 
stakeholders. 

3. A briefing of Council be provided to outline the planned approach for the Summit. 
 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED 
Cr Abboushi called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 928 (CR ABBOUSHI) - TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT ON ORBIS 
AVENUE, FRASER RISE 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council conduct a traffic management investigation along Orbis Avenue, Fraser Rise, to 
evaluate potential solutions for managing traffic, including but not limited to parking restrictions, the 
installation of indented car parking, or any other appropriate traffic management measures as 
recommended by Council Officers to alleviate traffic congestion. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That Council conduct a traffic management investigation along Orbis Avenue, Fraser Rise, to 
evaluate potential solutions for managing traffic, including but not limited to parking restrictions, the 
installation of indented car parking, or any other appropriate traffic management measures as 
recommended by Council Officers to alleviate traffic congestion. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 929 (CR TURNER) - VINEYARD ROAD, DIGGERS REST 

Councillor: Bob Turner 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. Writes directly to the Minister for Planning, and the Minister for Roads and Road Safety and 

relevant Members of Parliament to highlight the concerns of the Diggers Rest community in 
relation to the Vineyard Road Corridor, including requesting:  

a. An urgent investigation into the safety concerns raised by the community regarding the 
Vineyard Road Corridor; and 

b. A review of capacity and timing for the duplication of Vineyard Road, including the 
Calder Freeway overpass bridge. 

2. Writes to the Mayor and Councillors of Hume City Council in response to their letter received 
on 14 August 2024 with a commitment to jointly advocate on issues of shared priority relating 
to the Vineyard Road Corridor. 

 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Vandenberg. 
That Council: 
1. Writes directly to the Minister for Planning, and the Minister for Roads and Road Safety and 

relevant Members of Parliament to highlight the concerns of the Diggers Rest community in 
relation to the Vineyard Road Corridor, including requesting:  

a. An urgent investigation into the safety concerns raised by the community regarding the 
Vineyard Road Corridor; and 

b. A review of capacity and timing for the duplication of Vineyard Road, including the 
Calder Freeway overpass bridge. 

2. Writes to the Mayor and Councillors of Hume City Council in response to their letter received 
on 14 August 2024 with a commitment to jointly advocate on issues of shared priority relating 
to the Vineyard Road Corridor. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 930 (CR MAJDLIK) - MT ATKINSON ESTATE - ACCESS 
TO TRANSPORT AND ESSENTIAL SERVICES 

Councillor: Kathy Majdlik 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. Write to: 

a. The relevant Minister and local State Member of Parliament to outline the need for 
residents of the Mt Atkinson estate to access essential services such as hospitals and 
schools based on the proximity of where the essential service is located rather than 
based on postcode. 

b. The relevant Minister and local State Members of Parliament requesting a review of the 
City of Melton bus network to create more frequent and direct routes and new bus 
routes for our emerging communities including Mt Atkinson. 

c. Australia Post to request residents living in Mt Atkinson have postal services available 
locally which address current challenges and, if Australia Post is presently unable to 
provide these services, to advise the timeline as to when the services can be expected. 

2. Request officers provide a report to Councillors outlining: 
a. The process for suburb creation within the City of Melton, including options associated 

with boundary realignment, suburb naming and associated post codes. 
b. New and developing suburbs which may share boundaries with other Local 

Government Areas and may experience adverse suburb or postcode impacts, with 
options to address these matters. 

c. Any costs associated with the options presented. 
 Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
1. Write to: 

a. The relevant Minister and local State Member of Parliament to outline the need for 
residents of the Mt Atkinson estate to access essential services such as hospitals and 
schools based on the proximity of where the essential service is located rather than 
based on postcode. 

b. The relevant Minister and local State Members of Parliament requesting a review of the 
City of Melton bus network to create more frequent and direct routes and new bus 
routes for our emerging communities including Mt Atkinson. 

c. Australia Post to request residents living in Mt Atkinson have postal services available 
locally which address current challenges and, if Australia Post is presently unable to 
provide these services, to advise the timeline as to when the services can be expected. 

2. Request officers provide a report to Councillors outlining: 
a. The process for suburb creation within the City of Melton, including options associated 

with boundary realignment, suburb naming and associated post codes. 
b. New and developing suburbs which may share boundaries with other Local 

Government Areas and may experience adverse suburb or postcode impacts, with 
options to address these matters. 

c. Any costs associated with the options presented. 
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For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

14.6 NOTICE OF MOTION 931 (CR MAJDLIK) - ETERNAL FLAME AT LAKE 
CAROLINE 

Councillor: Kathy Majdlik 

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. Request Officers investigate the possibility of an ‘eternal flame’ located at Lake Caroline near 

the RSL ANZAC Memorial, with the feasibility of the project to include discussions with 
Caroline Springs Subbranch president and/or committee members and include any 
possibility of grants from the State or Federal Government. 

2. Subject to the feasibility determining the project is possible, request Officers prepare a Business Case 
for the project to be considered as part of the upcoming 2025/26 Council Budget process. 

  
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That Council: 
1. Request Officers investigate the possibility of an ‘eternal flame’ located at Lake Caroline near 

the RSL ANZAC Memorial, with the feasibility of the project to include discussions with 
Caroline Springs Subbranch president and/or committee members and include any 
possibility of grants from the State or Federal Government. 

2. Subject to the feasibility determining the project is possible, request Officers prepare a Business Case 
for the project to be considered as part of the upcoming 2025/26 Council Budget process. 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED 
Cr Kesic called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

15.1 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Shannon 
Can I please have an update on any future upgrade works to Minns Road, who is 
responsible and when it’s expected to happen? 

15.2 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Shannon 
Can I please have a basic explanation of the types of parks and reserves that we have in 
the City of Melton and what is generally expected to be included in each one, for 
example, barbeques and toilet blocks? 

15.3 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 
Could I please get an update on the Bridge Road final construction with the traffic lights? 

15.4 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 
(Follow up to question 15.3 in relation to the installation of traffic lights) 
When it comes to the energising part of Powercor, how long does it roughly take? 

15.5 Councillors’ Questions Without Notice 

 Cr Vandenberg 
How do residents connect with Council if their cars have been damaged by pot holes - is 
there a process? 

15.6 Councillors’ Questions Without Notice 

 Cr Abboushi 
Can I have an update from the relevant manager about the Arnolds Creek toilet project 
and any timelines that are on hand at the moment? 
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16. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil.
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Contract No. 22-015 - Provision of Sanitary and Hygiene Services - Extension of 

Contract 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.2 Contract No. 23-032 - Weir Views Children's and Community Construction Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Contract No. 24-034 - Taylors and Plumpton Road Signalised Intersection 
Construction Services 
(h) as it relates to confidential meeting information, being the records of meetings closed 
to the public under section 66(2)(a). 

17.4 Contract No. 24-038 - Navan Park Upgrade 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.5 Contract No. 24-039 - Earlington Square Park Upgrade 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.6 Contract No. 24-043 - Parks Development Program 2024-25 Package 1 – Hillside 
Recreation Reserve, Blackwood Drive Reserve and Barwon Street Reserve 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.7 Major Maintenance Contracts - Performance Report 2023/2024 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 
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17.8 Provision of Land for Active Open Space 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.9 Flavour Fest Contract Extension 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.10 Proposed Highway Declaration and Road Discontinuance 
(e) as it relates to legal privileged information, being information to which legal 
professional privilege or client legal privilege applies. 

17.11 Road Discontinuance - Melton Recreation Reserve 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.12 Minutes of the CEO Employment and Remuneration Committee Meeting - 29 July 
2024 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs.  

 
Procedural Motion 
Crs Carli/Ramsey. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Contract No. 22-015 - Provision of Sanitary and Hygiene Services - Extension of 

Contract 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.2 Contract No. 23-032 - Weir Views Children's and Community Construction Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Contract No. 24-034 - Taylors and Plumpton Road Signalised Intersection 
Construction Services 
(h) as it relates to confidential meeting information, being the records of meetings closed 
to the public under section 66(2)(a). 
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17.4 Contract No. 24-038 - Navan Park Upgrade 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.5 Contract No. 24-039 - Earlington Square Park Upgrade 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.6 Contract No. 24-043 - Parks Development Program 2024-25 Package 1 – Hillside 
Recreation Reserve, Blackwood Drive Reserve and Barwon Street Reserve 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.7 Major Maintenance Contracts - Performance Report 2023/2024 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 
 

17.8 Provision of Land for Active Open Space 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.9 Flavour Fest Contract Extension 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.10 Proposed Highway Declaration and Road Discontinuance 
(e) as it relates to legal privileged information, being information to which legal 
professional privilege or client legal privilege applies. 

17.11 Road Discontinuance - Melton Recreation Reserve 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.12 Minutes of the CEO Employment and Remuneration Committee Meeting - 29 July 
2024 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 
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For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: Nil 
Abstain: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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