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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Meeting of the 

Melton City Council will be held in the  
Council Chamber, Civic Centre,  

232 High Street, Melton on  
18 December 2023 at 7.00pm. 

 
 

THIS AGENDA CONTAINS REPORTS TO BE DEALT 
WITH AT A CLOSED MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 
  

 

Roslyn Wai 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
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Visitors to the Gallery please note: 
Proceedings at Council meetings are controlled by the Chairperson. The 
Chairperson is empowered to enforce the provision of Council’s Governance Rules, 
which includes the following aspects: 

• Members of the public do not have a right to address Council and may only do 
so with the consent of the Chair or by prior arrangement.  

• Any member of the public addressing Council must extend due courtesy and 
respect to Council and the processes under which it operates and must take 
direction from the Chair whenever called on to do so. 

• A member of the public present at a Council meeting must not disrupt the 
meeting. 

• The Chair may order and cause the removal of any person, other than a 
Councillor, who disrupts any meeting or fails to comply with a direction given 
under sub-Rule 67.2. 

• If the Chair is of the opinion that disorder at the Council table or in the gallery 
makes it desirable to adjourn the Council meeting, he or she may adjourn the 
meeting to a later time on the same day or to some later day as he or she 
thinks proper. 

• The Chair may ask the Chief Executive Officer or a member of the Victoria 
Police to remove from the Chamber any person who acts in breach of the 
Governance Rules and whom the Chair has ordered to be removed from the 
gallery under Rule 68. 

• Members of the public in the gallery must not operate recording equipment 
at a Council or Committee Meeting without the prior written consent of Council.  

• Question time is available at every Scheduled Meeting to enable members of 
the public to address questions to Council. All questions must be received by 
the Chief Executive Officer or other person nominated for this purpose no later 
than 12pm on the day of the Scheduled Meeting by submitting questions into 
the receptacle designated for public questions at the Customer Service Desk, 
or via electronic medium as per Council website directions. 

A person must not submit more than two (2) individual questions at a meeting, 
inclusive of all parts and variants as interpreted by the Chairperson or other 
person authorised for this purpose by the Chairperson. 
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1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Chairperson will read the opening prayer and reconciliation statement. 
Prayer 
‘Almighty God we humbly beseech Thee to vouchsafe Thy blessing upon this Council, direct 
and prosper its deliberations to the advancement of Thy glory and the welfare of the people 
whom we serve – Amen.’ 
Reconciliation Statement 
Melton City Council acknowledges that the land it now occupies has a history that began 
with the Indigenous occupants, the Kulin Nation.  Council pays its respects to the Kulin 
Nation people and their Elders and descendants past and present. 
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2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The Chairperson will call for any apologies received from any Councillors who are unable 
to attend this meeting. 

  



MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 

Page 9 

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 
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4. DEPUTATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
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5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Pursuant to Part 6, Division 2 of the Local Government Act 2020 and Council’s Governance 
Rules, Councillors must declare any General Conflict of Interest or Material Conflict of 
Interest they have in any of the matters being considered at this meeting. 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 27 November 2023 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHAPTER 6, RULE 1 OF THE COUNCIL'S GOVERNANCE RULES 

  
 

 

• Monday 20 November 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 27 November 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 4 December 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 20 November 2023, 27 November 
2023 and 4 December 2023 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received 
and noted. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors dated 20 November 2023 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors dated 27 November 2023 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors dated 4 December 2023 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government – Public Libraries Funding 
Program 2023-24 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the Parliamentarian and Departmental letter received by the 
Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government – Public Libraries Funding 

Program 2023-24 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government – Public Libraries 

Funding Program 2023-24 dated 13 December 2023 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

The Chief Executive will table any petitions and/or joint letters received prior to this meeting.  
  



MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 

Page 21 

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil 
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11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 DRAFT MELTON EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRIAL LAND STRATEGY 
Author: Anastasia Badina - Senior Strategic Planner 

Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider the Draft Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy and endorse the Strategy 
for consultation. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council endorse the Draft Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy, provided as 
Appendix 1 to this report, for the purpose of public consultation between 15 January to 29 
February 2024.  

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
In 2022, Council commenced work on the Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy 
(the Strategy). 
The Strategy was commissioned in response to growing concerns from the development 
sector about the lack of development ready land for industrial and employment uses. Equally 
important was the need to have an accurate account of consumption levels of employment 
and industrial land within the municipality.  
The draft Strategy has been guided by the state policy directions in Melbourne Industrial and 
Commercial Land Use Plan (MICLUP) that encourages Council’s to develop a municipal-wide 
strategy to guide future development of industrial and commercial land. 
The draft Strategy also aligns with the objectives of Theme 4 of the Council Plan – ‘A city that 
promotes greater education and employment', as well as Council’s Investment Attraction 
Strategy, by advocating for greater accessibility to a mix of employment opportunities.   
The preparation of the draft Strategy (Appendix 1) and associated Background Report 
(Appendix 2) was undertaken by Charter Keck Cramer, an economic consulting firm 
appointed to assist Council officers with the project. 
The draft Strategy has now been prepared and is presented to Council for endorsement to be 
placed on public consultation. 

2. Background/Issues 
The City of Melton is one of Victoria’s leading areas for industrial growth and investment, with 
approximately 944 Ha of vacant industrial land and 1,189 Ha of future industrial land. Council 
has set a target for 100,000 new jobs by 2050 that will be located within Council’s industrial 
areas and activity centres. As industry expands, Council will soon be facing a shortage of 
available industrial land. 
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As a planning authority, Council has a role in: 

• Facilitating the timely supply of industrial land.  

• Supporting and advocating for the timely provision of foundational infrastructure 
including road, water and servicing infrastructure.  

• Protecting industrial uses from the encroachment of other uses and providing ongoing 
certainty in the use and development of industrial land.  

The draft Strategy has been prepared in accordance with the directions set by the Melbourne 
Industrial and Commercial Land Use Plan 2020 (MICLUP) that encourages Councils to 
develop a municipal-wide strategy to guide future development of industrial and commercial 
land. 
Prior to the preparation of the draft Strategy, a Background Report was prepared. The 
Background Report identified the following key issues that impact the industrial land supply 
and slow down employment growth in the City of Melton: 

• Insufficient supply of industrial land ready for development. 

• Limited commercial growth. 

• Poor servicing infrastructure (road upgrades, water servicing and drainage) of future 
industrial areas. 

• Non-industrial uses in industrial areas. 
The draft Strategy has been prepared as a comprehensive response to these challenges.   
Key Initiatives from the draft Strategy 

The draft Strategy takes an evidence-based approach; it is informed by the findings of the 
Background Report including data on forecasted employment, trends analysis, land scenario 
modelling and feedback received from the external stakeholders (major commercial and 
industrial land developers operating within the City of Melton).  
The draft Strategy sets a strategic vision, direction, objectives and a framework to guide the 
use and development of industrial and commercial land in the City of Melton until 2036. The 
objectives are translated into specific actions including the following key initiatives: 

• Advocating for state government to release employment land as a matter of economic 
priority and facilitate the delivery of enabling infrastructure. 

• Creating a network of industrial and employment precincts aligned with the existing 
network of activity centres. 

• Ensuring that our employment areas provide clear strategic intent, include clarity around 
their existing and intended use and provide enough flexibility to enable business and 
jobs in the locations where they are needed, while also shaping the future use of the 
employment land to avoid land use conflicts. 

These actions are aligned with the directions of the state government, Council’s strategies 
(Investment Attraction Strategy 2020), strategic land use documents (Precinct Structure Plans) 
and Council’s advocacy priorities. 
Once finalised, the Strategy will become an advocacy tool for Council and will be used in our 
future conversations with the state government. 
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Western Freeway Economic Corridor – Bridging Major Destinations  

The draft Strategy identifies a distinct Economic Corridor along Western Freeway (Figure 1) 
that will support our existing and future industrial and employment precincts and activity 
centres.  

 

Figure 1: Western Freeway Economic Corridor  
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Industrial Land Use Framework  

The draft Strategy introduces a municipality-wide Industrial Land Use Framework (Figure 2) 
and a set of mapped Precinct Plans. 
While the Western Freeway Economic Corridor sets a vision and highlights specific locations, 
the Industrial Land Use Framework and Precinct Plans integrate commercial and industrial 
land throughout municipality, both within and beyond the Corridor. As the vast majority of 
Council’s industrial land is yet to be developed, the Framework will serve as a tool to shape 
the future use and avoid land use conflicts (e.g. non-industrial uses in industrial areas).  

 
Figure 2: Industrial Land Use Framework 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
4. A City that promotes greater education and employment 

4.3 A City with a diversity of local job opportunities with an increasing number 

of residents locally employed. 

4. Financial Considerations 

The total budget for this project is $128,920 (inc. GST). This amount covers all project costs 
including consultant’s fee and any additional incidental costs or disbursements.  

Preparation of the Strategy is a multi-year project and is programmed and budgeted to be 
complete in 2023/24 FY. Table 1 summarises budget expenditure for the 2022/23 and 2023/24 
FY and costs that will be carried in the fiscal year 2023/24. 
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Table 1: Project budget expenditure  

Approved Budget 
(inc. GST) 

Total Spent  
2022/23 FY and 2023/24 FY 

Total Left 
2023/24 FY 

$128,920.00 $96,690.00 $32,230.00 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions  
An eight-week public consultation is proposed to seek feedback on the draft Strategy in 
January and February 2024, with a focus on the proposed vision, objectives, actions and land 
use framework. The Background Report will be made available on Council website for 
information and reference. 
Public consultation will include: 

• Broad community consultation via Council’s communication channels (Melton 
Conversations, local newspaper, social media). 

• Targeted Online Industry Briefings with key stakeholders including: 

• businesses located on industrial land; 

• development industry participants and landowners in the industrial precincts; 

• potential investors and businesses that Council is seeking to attract to municipality; 

• State Government departments and agencies; 

• Melbourne Airport; 

• Other Councils. 

Following the consultation period, the draft Strategy will be updated to respond to feedback 
and presented to Council for consideration and adoption.  

6. Risk Analysis 
If Council does not proceed with the recommendation, planned public consultation will not 
occur in early 2024 and could result in a loss of momentum for the project. This will constrain 
the capacity to protect and effectively manage the industrial areas and will limit the opportunity 
to ensure the timely supply of industrial land that is ready for development. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 

1. Endorse the Draft Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy for public 
consultation.  

2. Endorse the Draft Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy for public 
consultation with changes. 

3. Defer consideration of the Strategy to enable further options to be considered prior to 
public consultation.  

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Draft Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy dated 12 December 2023 
2.  Background Report 
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12.2 LEVEL CROSSING REMOVAL PROJECTS ON THE MELTON RAIL LINE 
Author: Fergus Vial - Advocacy Officer 

Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide an update to Council on the Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
and seek Council’s endorsement of a Council submission to the Level Crossing Removal 
Authority’s stakeholder submission process. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the update on the Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line. 
2. Endorse Council’s submission as attached (Appendix 1). 
3. Write to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, the Hon Danny Pearson, and the local 

Members of Parliament to seek a meeting to discuss Council’s submission, in particular the 
key aspects of each project to ensure the best outcome for the Melton community now and 
into the future. 

 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
In July 2022, the Victorian Government committed to removing level crossings on the Melton 
line at Coburns, Exford, Ferris and Hopkins Roads and in Diggers Rest on the Old Calder 
Highway. The Diggers Rest level crossing removal has commenced planning and site 
investigations and is scheduled to be removed by 2025.  
The Level Crossing Removal Authority has outlined the method of how it will remove the four 
level crossings on the Melton line; Ferris, Hopkins, Coburns, and Station/Exford Roads and 
build a new Melton Station. Public consultation is open until 11.59 pm Friday 22 December.  
Council officers have reviewed these plans and have prepared a submission (Appendix 1) for 
Council endorsement. 
It is recommended that Council endorse the submission and authorise officers to make the 
submission as part of the public consultation process. 

2. Background/Issues 
Council has publicly welcomed the Victorian Government’s investment to remove these level 
crossings in the City of Melton and construct a new Melton train station.  
The removal of these level crossings will ensure journeys will be faster and safer for drivers, 
passengers, pedestrians and bike riders. It will also build the foundation for more train services 
as part of the Melton Line Upgrade.  
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The Level Crossing Removal Authority has confirmed the following approaches: 

• Ferris Road and Hopkins Road level crossings by building road bridges over the rail line. 

• Coburns Road and Exford Road level crossings by building rail bridges over the roads. 
 
Major construction will start in 2024 with boom gates gone and the new Melton Station open 
in 2026. 
Council officers have reviewed the approaches and have drafted a formal submission to the 
Level Crossing Removal Authority which is outlined in Appendix 1.  
The City of Melton is the fastest growing local government area in Australia, a key 
consideration for Council is to ensure that the level crossing removals are fit for purpose and 
cater for the rapid population growth and commercial investment. Additionally, the construction 
of the new Melton Station is an opportunity to revitalise the Melton South area.  
The submission is outlined in Appendix 1 and Council endorsement of the submission is being 
sought. 
Council submission summary 
A Multi-Criteria Assessment was undertaken to determine the most appropriate solution for 
each level crossing removal project. In principle, the treatment of each crossing removal 
proposed is supported.  
The road-over-rail solution at Hopkins and Ferris Roads provides the best balance of impacts 
and benefits for the community and the environment during and post-construction at these 
locations. 
The rail-over-road solution at Coburns and Exford Roads provides the best balance of impacts 
and benefits for the community and the environment. It will improve connectivity across the rail 
corridor, revitalise the Melton South area and provide for economic development, community 
and open space underneath the raised rail line.  
A summary is provided below: 
 

Level 
Crossing 

Site 

Proposed 
Treatment 

Assessment 

General  Council has welcomed the investment in removing level 
crossing removals which will deliver benefits to public 
transport users, commuters and productivity gains. We see 
the removal of the level crossings as an opportunity to 
improve integrated transport with shared users paths, better 
pedestrian accessibility and improvements to bus corridors. 

Hopkins 
Road 

Road over 
rail, single 
lane in 
each 
direction. 

Road over rail supported. We seek a duplicated road bridge 
with separated pedestrian and cyclist paths on both sides of 
the road. Additionally, we are asking for the duplication of 
Hopkins Road from the level crossing to the project 
boundary and be future proofed to allow for the ultimate six 
lane arrangement. 

Ferris Road Road over 
rail, single 
lane in 
each 
direction. 

Road over rail supported. We seek a duplicated road bridge 
with separated pedestrian and cyclist paths on both sides of 
the road and duplication of Ferris Road from the level 
crossing to the project boundary in both the north and south 
directions.   
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Coburns 
Road 

Rail bridge 
over road 

Rail over road bridge supported. We seek new urban design 
elements underneath the rail bridge including bike and 
pedestrian paths, sporting facilities, passive recreation and 
economic activity through value capture such as new food or 
retail sites. This will lead to a revitalisation of the Melton 
South area. 

Exford Road Rail bridge 
over road 

Rail over road bridge supported. We seek new urban design 
elements underneath the rail bridge including bike and 
pedestrian paths, sporting facilities, passive recreation and 
economic activity through value capture such as new food or 
retail sites. This will lead to a revitalisation of the Melton 
South area. 

Melton 
Station  

New Melton 
Station 

A new Melton Station is a welcomed investment. We seek a 
new modern accessible station, activated open spaces, 
generation of economic activity through value capture such 
as new food or retail sites, and preservation of the existing 
heritage listed station for community, art or other uses. The 
new station is an important opportunity to revitalise the 
Melton South area. 

 
Council’s submission to the Level Crossing Removal Authority responds to the significant 
growth in the City of Melton. Our proposals will deliver the best outcomes, reduce redundant 
works and avoid more costly additions later.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A vibrant and healthy natural and built environment  

2.3 A City growing and developing sustainably. 

3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 
3.4 An integrated transport network that enables people to move around. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council is the landowner of parcels of land near to the level crossing removal projects and may 
be entitled to compensation if the project chooses to acquire these areas. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The Level Crossing Removal Authority uses Engage Victoria to manage community 
engagement on Level Crossing Removal Projects.   
The removal of the four level crossings on the Melton line is undergoing community 
engagement until 11.59pm 22 December 2023. There is an online survey, two information 
sessions and an online map to leave comments, https://engage.vic.gov.au/lxrp-melton 

6. Risk Analysis 
Council officers have identified that if the level crossing are removed in the way as proposed 
they will not cater for the demands of current and future population and job growth. 

https://engage.vic.gov.au/lxrp-melton
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The new Melton Station and the raised rail bridges are an important opportunity to revitalise 
the Melton South area that should not be missed. 

7. Options 

Council can choose to: 
1. Endorse the submission prepared by Council officers, and delegate authority to officers 

to lodge the submission. 
2. Make amendments to the submission, and delegate authority to officers to lodge the 

submissions.  
3. Not lodge a submission with the Level Crossing Removal Authority. 

 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton 

Rail Line 
  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 238 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 239 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 240 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 241 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 242 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 243 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 244 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 245 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 246 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 247 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 248 

  



 

MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council submission - Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line 

 
 

Page 249 

 



MEETING OF COUNCIL 18 DECEMBER 2023 

Page 250 

12.3 DATES OF SIGNIFICANCE CALENDAR 
Author: Sean McManus - Manager, Engagement & Advocacy 

Presenter: Coral Crameri - Acting Director City Life  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To adopt an annual Dates of Significance Calendar to recognise culturally, socially, 
environmentally, and educationally significant dates. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council adopts the 2024 Dates of Significance Calendar as set out in Appendix 1. 

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council currently recognises many culturally, socially, environmentally, and educationally 
significant dates through events, programs, and social media, however there is no adopted 
position on which specific dates are recognised year to year. It is proposed to adopt a set list 
of dates of significance annually. 

2. Background/Issues 
Each year Council recognises various Dates of Significance as part of recurrent events and 
programs. To ensure there is a framework for dates to be recognised it is recommended that 
Council formally adopt a defined list of dates of significance that meet the following criteria: 

• Alignment with the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 

• Alignment with a public holiday or national/international observance 

• Alignment with a Council service or policy 

 A Dates of Significance Calendar has been created for 2024 (Appendix 1) that represents 
recurrent Council activity and programs. This Calendar is presented for Council consideration. 
The Melton Interfaith Network was engaged to inform cultural religious dates of significance. 
The Melton Interfaith Network is an independent body with representation from multi faith 
groups across the municipality, that aims to work towards an inclusive community that 
embraces and values faith diversity and promotes interfaith harmony. Given the large number 
of religious and cultural dates of significance, the Melton Interfaith Network was asked to 
identify one date of significance that aligned with the five largest religions in the City of Melton, 
these being Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism and Buddhism.  
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The Melton Interfaith Network recommended the inclusion of the following dates of 
significance: 

• Christianity  Easter Sunday 

• Islam  Eid al Fitr 

• Sikhism  Birth of Guru Nanak 

• Hinduism  Diwali 

• Buddhism  Buddha Day 

It should be noted that other cultural and religious dates of significance will continue to be 
recognised through Council’s Interfaith Calendar which is distributed throughout the 
community. The Dates of Significance also includes dates that will be recognised through non-
Council events/programs such as ANZAC Day where Council provides support to other 
organisations.  

 Some dates on the Calendar are observed by the United Nations as international dates of 
significance. The United Nations defines dates of significance as specific dates (days, 
weeks, years and decades) as occasions to mark particular events or topics in order to 
educate the general public on issues of concern, to mobilise political will and resources to 
address global problems, and to celebrate and reinforce achievements of humanity. 

 Following adoption of the Dates of Significance Calendar, should an additional date be 
proposed for inclusion, it can be reviewed for inclusion in the following year. This establishes 
a formal process for considering both new Council developed activity and external requests 
that often are presented to Council for consideration.  
Throughout the year, should community members wish to propose an additional date of 
significance, they will be able to make an online submission via Council’s website, which will 
be considered for the following calendar year.  The only exception will be by Council resolution 
or by agreement between the CEO and Mayor and Councillors. 

 This will ensure that Council only recognises dates of significance that align with Council’s 
public position and ensure that any recognition is planned and coordinated in a timely manner. 
Each year Council will review and formally adopt a Dates of Significance Calendar. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.1 A community that celebrates diversity and is inclusive of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations regarding establishing a Dates of Significance Calendar. 
All events, programs and activities form part of Council’s recurrent operating budget in the 
respective program area. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Community consultation on the Dates of Significance was undertaken via the Melton 
Conversations Page from Wednesday 15 November to Wednesday 29 November. A total of 
18 submissions were received. A report on the submissions is outlined in Appendix 2. A 
summary of the submissions along with an assessment is provided in the table below. 
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Response 
No. 

Date of 
Significance 

Description Assessment  

1 13 January 
Lohri 

Indian festival that holds 
great significance, 
marking harvest of the 
rabi crops and end of 
winter. 

A Date of Significance is 
already included for this faith 
community.  

2 13 April  
Vaisakhi 

Agricultural festival 
significant for the Sikh 
community.  

A Date of Significance is 
already included for this faith 
community. 

3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8 

 

17 June 
Eid ul Adha 

One of two main events 
celebrated in Islamic 
calendar. 

A Date of Significance is 
already included for this faith 
community. 

9 This Girl Can 
Week 

A VicHealth Campaign 
inspiring women to get 
active. 

Council has programs that 
support this initiative that will 
form part of Council’s 
recurrent activity. 

10 31 March  
Neighbour Day 

National celebration of 
community, encouraging 
people to connect with 
those that live in their 
neighbourhood. 

Included. Council has 
programs that support this 
initiative that forms part of 
Council’s recurrent activity. 

11 18 March 
Cultural 
Diversity Week 
and Harmony 
Week 

To celebrate Australia’s 
cultural diversity. It’s 
about inclusiveness, 
respect, and a sense of 
belonging for everyone 

This is already recommended 
to be a Date of Significance. 

12, 14 11 October 
Yom Kippur 

Also known as Day of 
Atonement, is the holiest 
day of the Jewish year. 
Its central themes are 
atonement and 
repentance. 

Included. 

13 10 February 
Lunar New 
Year – instead 
of Chinese 
New Year. 

Lunar New Year is a 
major celebration in 
many parts of Asia that 
celebrates the beginning 
of a new year on the 
traditional lunisolar 
calendar. 

Amended to Lunar New Year.  

15 26 August 
Janmashtami 

Birthday of Lord Krishna 
– Hinduism. 

A Date of Significance is 
already included for this faith 
community. 
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Response 
No. 

Date of 
Significance 

Description Assessment  

16 1 September  
Onam 

10 days long harvest 
festival of India.  

A Date of Significance is 
already included for this faith 
community. 

17 15 November 
Birth of Guru 
Nanak 

Request to amend 
description. 

To be investigated. 

18 28 June  
Matariki 

Celebration of the Maori 
new year and a public 
holiday in New Zealand. 

Included. 

 

6. Risk Analysis 
The establishment of an annual Dates of Significance Calendar will ensure Council has a 
framework for what dates of significance are recognised and supported, underpinned by an 
annual planning and decision-making process. This provides a formal structure and approval 
framework to establish an annual program and a clear process to consider community 
requests.  

7. Options 
Council has the following options: 
1. Adopt an annual Dates of Significance Calendar which establishes a formal framework 

for considering and agreeing on a list of significant dates that Council supports.  
2. Not adopt an annual Dates of Significance Calendar and continue the current recurrent 

practice. 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Draft Dates of Significance 2024 
2.  Community Submissions - Dates of Significance 
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12.4 RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MOTION 901 (CR SHANNON) - EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS AND DROUGHT PREPARATIONS 

Author: Peter Doyle - Emergency Management Coordinator 
Presenter: Neil Whiteside - Director City Delivery  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to the Notice of Motion 901 (Cr Shannon) - Emergency Management Arrangements 
and Drought Preparations. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the report in response to Notice of Motion 901 (Cr Shannon) – Emergency 

Management Arrangements and Drought Preparations. 
2. Note Council’s Municipal Emergency Management Officers will continue to support 

emergency management agencies both in planning, preparedness and 
response/relief/recovery to emergencies, including supporting emergency management 
agencies with education and awareness promotions through Council’s various 
communication channels, such as Council’s website and social media. 

 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
This report responds to Notice of Motion 901 (Cr Shannon) – Emergency Management 
Arrangements and Drought Preparations.   
Emergency management arrangements overall are coordinated by the Victorian Government 
and the various responsible State agencies, including Emergency Management Victoria, 
Victoria Police, State Emergency Service, Fire Rescue Victoria, Ambulance Victoria, etc.  
Local government also has a role in emergency management supporting the emergency 
management agencies in planning and preparedness for emergencies, appointing key 
legislated roles, such as the Municipal Emergency Management Officer, Municipal Recovery 
Manager and Municipal Fire Prevention Officer and also supporting communities during and 
after emergencies.  
The report also provides details of Council’s work to date on preparing for dry conditions 
(possibly drought) in coming years as we head into El Niño conditions. An El Niño event can 
intensify heat waves, increase the severity of bushfires, and contribute to drought conditions. 
The influence of El Niño is primarily felt in eastern Australia, resulting in warmer-than-usual 
temperatures and reduced rainfall. 
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2. Background/Issues 
At the Council Meeting on 27 November 2023 Cr Shannon moved a Notice of Motion (NOM) 
in relation to emergency management arrangements and drought preparations and Council 
resolved as follows:  
That Council receive a report on: 

1. The current State and local emergency management arrangements, including details on 
fire prevention program,  

2. Emergency management awareness and education campaigns, and 

3. Preparedness for drought conditions in future years.   

This report responds to the NOM. 
Emergency Management Arrangements  
In 2020, the Emergency Management Legislation Amendment Act 2018 amended the 
Emergency Management Act 2013 (EM Act 2013) to provide for new integrated arrangements 
for emergency management planning in Victoria at the State, Regional and Municipal levels 
and create an obligation for a Municipal Emergency Management Planning Committee 
(MEMPC) to be established in each of the municipal districts of Victoria. 
The following details the key aspects of the overall emergency management arrangements for 
Victoria from the state level to municipal level: 

State Emergency Management Planning Committee (SEMPC) 
The primary role of the SEMPC is to ensure:  

• State-level input from departments and agencies on emergency management planning 

• A state-level escalation point for:   

• Regional Emergency Management Planning Committees (REMPC)  

• Municipal Emergency Management Planning Committee (MEMPC) member 
agencies 

• Other key agencies. 

Membership of the SEMPC includes:  

• Chair: Emergency Management Commissioner  

• All legislated REMPC and MEMPC member agencies  

• Municipal Association of Victoria  

• Department of Premier and Cabinet  

• Department of Treasury and Finance   

• Emergency Recovery Victoria  

• A representative nominated by each REMPC, representing the REMPC   

• As an observer, the Regional Collaboration Group Chair   

• Emergency Management Victoria staff relevant to emergency management planning  

Regional Emergency Management Planning Committees (REMPC)  
The role of the REMPCs is to connect the state and municipal levels to ensure the new 
planning arrangements operate in both a top-down and bottom-up way. 
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The Northwest Metro REMPC is comprised of a core membership from Victoria Police, Fire 
Rescue Victoria and Country Fire Authority, Ambulance Victoria, Victoria State Emergency 
Service, Emergency Management Victoria, all departments (except the Department of Premier 
and Cabinet and the Department of Treasury and Finance), all councils (including Melton City 
Council) and the Australian Red Cross. 

Municipal Emergency Management Planning Committee (MEMPC) 
The Melton MEMPC is responsible for minimising the effects of emergencies in our community 
and ensuring all member agencies, community organisations and community representatives 
work together to ensure emergency planning is effective and provides the best possible 
outcomes. 
Council is a member of a multi-agency committee and is represented by Council’s Municipal 
Emergency Management Officer and Emergency Management Coordinator. 
The MEMPC meets quarterly (broadly the same arrangements occur in councils across the 
state of Victoria) and provides an opportunity for ongoing planning and updates from all 
member agencies. 
The MEMPC is responsible for the development and ongoing implementation of the Municipal 
Emergency Management Plan (MEMP).  The MEMP identifies events that can place the 
community of Melton at risk, like fires, storms or flood and links treatments to reduce the level 
of those risks.  It lists partner agencies and departments responsible for managing these 
treatments. 
The REMPC approved the audited MEMP and associated Municipal Fire Management Plan 
on 24 November 2023. 

Municipal Fire Management Planning Committee (MFMPC) 
The MFMPC functions as a subcommittee of the MEMPC and meets twice annually. 
The key principle which drives fire management at all levels is protection and preservation of 
life, property, and the environment.  
The aim of the Municipal Fire Management Plan (MFMP), which is a sub-plan of the MEMP, 
is for all agencies and the communities to work together across all land tenures to prevent, 
prepare for, respond to and recover from fire.  
The objectives of the MFMP are to:  

• Identify, priorities and co-ordinate treatment of fire risks.  

• Engage the community to participate actively in fire management planning.  

• Increase the capacity of communities within the City of Melton to prepare them and their 
assets in the event of fire. 

Emergency Management Roles within Council 
Municipal Emergency Management Officer  

Under the EM Act 2013 Section 59G, councils must appoint one or more Municipal Emergency 
Management Officers (MEMO) for its municipal district. 
The responsibilities of the MEMO are to: 

• Liaise with agencies in relation to emergency management activities for the municipal 
district. 

• Assist in the coordination of emergency management activities for the municipal council. 
Council has appointed a MEMO and also has a number of deputy MEMOs in place to support 
the MEMO. 
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Municipal Recovery Manager 

Under the EM Act 2013 Section 59H, councils must appoint one or more Municipal Recovery 
Managers (MRM) for its municipal district. 
The responsibilities of the MRM are to: 

• Coordinate, in consultation with other agencies, the resources of the municipal council 
and the community for the purposes of recovery. 

 
• Liaise with any MEMO appointed for the municipal district in relation to the use of the 

municipal council’s resources for the purposes of recovery. 
 
• Assist any MEMO appointed for the municipal district with planning and preparing for 

recovery. 
Council has appointed a MRM and also has a number of deputy MRMs in place to support the 
MEMO. 
Municipal Fire Prevention Officer 

The Country Fire Authority Act 1958 and the Fire Rescue Victoria Act 1958 require each 
municipal council to appoint a Municipal Fire Prevention Officer (MFPO) and any number of 
assistant fire prevention officers. The MFPO provides its municipal council with expertise in 
relation to fire prevention and provides a connection to local fire services. 
Council has appointed a MFPO and also has a number of deputy MFPOs in place to support 
the MEMO. 

Cross Council Arrangements, Northwest Metropolitan Region (NWMR) Collaboration 
Councils in the north west metropolitan region have established the Northwest Metropolitan 
Region (NWMR) Emergency Management Collaboration which sees participating councils 
work together in enhancing their emergency response capabilities and supporting each other 
during disaster events. 
NWMR Collaboration members include: 
Banyule City Council, Brimbank City Council, Darebin City Council, Hobsons Bay City Council, 
Hume City Council, Maribyrnong City Council, Melbourne City Council, Melton City Council, 
Moonee Valley City Council, Merri-bek City Council, Nillumbik Shire Council, Whittlesea City 
Council, Wyndham City Council, Yarra City Council. 
The primary purpose of the NWMR Collaboration is to strengthen the capacity and readiness 
of the participating councils in responding to emergency events. 
The NWMR Collaboration supports councils' commitment to a standardised approach for 
emergency management and resource sharing. Councils commit to support each other in 
maintaining critical business functions as per their Business Continuity Plans (BCPs). It also 
outlines the responsibilities for expenses incurred during assistance. 
Councils participating in the NWMR Collaboration are also signatories or in-principle 
supporters of the Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) Protocol for Inter-Council Emergency 
Resource Sharing, which complements the NWMR Collaboration. 
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Fire Prevention Program 
The Fire Danger Period for the City of Melton began on Monday 20 November 2023. In the 
lead up to Fire Danger Period, Council Officers distributed 9,487 advisory letters to vacant 
landowners before the fire danger period was declared in an attempt reduce fire risks. 
All Fire Danger Period roadside signs throughout the municipality have been changed; 
reminding community members that Fire Restrictions are in force. 
Council’s MFPO has commenced conducting inspections throughout the municipality, and as 
at 30 November 2023 in the order of 100 Fire Prevention Notices had been issued to property 
owners.  These inspections will continue throughout Fire Danger Period. 
Community Awareness and Education Campaigns 
A range of emergency management campaigns are implemented to educate and inform the 
community including summer preparedness information, fire prevention notices campaign and 
tumbleweeds response plan.  
Council proactively promotes summer preparedness messaging including the importance of 
cleaning up around properties prior to the fire season, the free green waste initiative, as well 
as local Emergency Ready and Fire Brigade open days. This information is promoted through 
a number of channels including Council’s website, social media, media releases, and City of 
Melton eNews with 25,000 recipients. 

 
Figure 1 Toolern Vale Primary School Event 
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Figure 2 Eynesbury Exercise 

In addition, Council regularly shares emergency management information on social media 
from relevant agencies including Vic Emergency, CFA, Bureau of Meteorology, and the Better 
Health Channel.  
Examples include severe weather warnings, thunderstorm asthma warnings, fire danger 
ratings, grassfire and flooding notifications and heat health alerts. 
Each year a representative from Council’s Communications Team attends the MAV Summer 
Preparedness Briefing Session. 
Detailed emergency management information is also available on Council’s website including: 
Prepare for an Emergency Melton City Council 

Are You Ready? is a joint initiative that encourages families to be prepared for any emergency 
by completing an emergency preparedness plan. 
Via the Council website we encourage all residents to Download and complete an Emergency 
Preparedness Plan 
A copy of the Emergency Preparedness Plan brochure is also available at Council's 
Community Centres, Melton Civic Centre and Melton & Caroline Springs Library and Learning 
Hubs. 
Table 1 Emergency Ready Events in 2023 & Proposed Events in 2024 

Council has developed whole of organisation guidelines to Heat Health Alerts and days of 
Extreme and Catastrophic Fire Danger Ratings. 

  

Feb 2023 Ex Walkaway 
Eynesbury 

MCC/WCC “Move two Streets back” with 
Eynesbury CFA 

Nov 2023 Toolern Vale PS CFA  Emergency Ready Day:  Fire Safety and Get down 
low and go, go, go parachute session; Red Cross 
Pillow Case Stage Show 
The Country Fire Authority will present a Bushfire 
Scenario which will be a facilitated conversation 
about what you might do if there were a fire 
threatening Toolern Vale.  

Feb 2024 Ex Walkaway 
Eynesbury 

MCC/WCC “Move two Streets back” with 
Eynesbury CFA 
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The aim of the Guidelines is to: 

• Implement work procedures for extreme weather conditions that aim to protect staff, 
volunteers and contract staff as far as is reasonably practicable from heat and other 
weather-related illness. 

• Using Business Continuity principles, maintain services to the community as far as 
practicable. 

• Educate all staff on preventative strategies and health risks associated with heat related 
illness and days of Extreme and Catastrophic Fire Danger Ratings. 
 

Preparedness for Dry Conditions (Drought) in Future Years 
The City of Melton is characterised by basalt rich, reactive clay soils and low rainfall which 
have long favoured native grasslands tolerant of prolonged dry conditions with the ability to 
regenerate naturally.  
Based on these conditions the City of Melton comparatively has a very low tree population as 
trees are highly exposed and require consistent water to survive. Given the environment, 
Council has been working to adapt and where possible has structured our public realm to be 
climate resilient. 
Some examples of this include.  

• Categorising Council’s open space on a 4-tiered basis; where irrigation is limited to our 
Standard A sites to use water more effectively.  

• Ensuring irrigated open space areas (Standard A) is available to as many residents as 
possible within a reasonable distance from their home.  

• Utilising a planting palette with a preference for native trees and shrubs and selecting 
proven performing species that thrive in our natural ecosystem.  

• Renewing sportsgrounds with a focus to transition away from cool season grass to utilise 
new warm season grass that are bred for drought resistance.  This includes the current 
conversion at Burnside Heights Reserve to Santa Anna couch warm season grass.  

• Council is currently planting more trees, shrubs and grasses than ever before; with 
programs embedded within our maintenance contracts for a business-as-usual approach 
to greening our city.  

• Council accessing programs such as the Victorian Government’s ‘More trees for a 
cooler, greener west’ and receiving funding to support increase in tree canopy cover.  

• Council has embarked on an ambitious plan to mulch every garden bed in our city within 
a 3-year cycle to reduce water evaporation rates and improve fertility of soils with 
increased organic content.  

• Investing in renewal of our irrigation systems to maximise efficiency, reliability, and use 
of recycled water (where available).  

• Working with sporting clubs to focus training on artificial grass playing surfaces to 
minimise impacts on natural grass fields.  

• Working in partnership with our communications team to raise community awareness to 
the natural changes that will occur seasonally to our open space network over the 
summer months.  
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Council has also several adopted documents, including the: 

• Environment Plan,  

• Integrated Water Management Plan and  

• Climate Change Framework 
These plans outline actions that Council needs to undertake to ensure readiness to future 
drought events. Actions that have been identified or actioned include: 

• Implementation of passive irrigation of street trees from stormwater runoff. 

• Utilisation of alternate water sources for irrigation of active open space and sporting 
fields. 

• Selection of ‘drought tolerant’ grass species for sporting fields and plants used in open 
space plantings. 

Further work will be undertaken in 2024 to determine other opportunities to future proof Council 
assets from dry conditions.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A vibrant and healthy natural and built environment 

2.2 The community and infrastructure are resilient to the impacts of a changing environment. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Funding for Council’s role in emergency management is included in Council’s Operating 
Budget and is in the order of $150,000 per annum. 
Funding for Council’s role in fire prevention is included in Council’s Operating Budget and is in 
the order of $200,000 per annum. 
Funding for upgrades of infrastructure to ensure more efficient use of water is included in 
Council’s Capital Works Budget for Council’s consideration as part of the Annual Budget 
process. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Both the MEMPlan and the MFMPlan went out for consultation by the committees. Both 
committees have community membership.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Community Emergency Risk Assessment (CERA) is an all-hazards risk assessment tool which 
aims to identify, mitigate and reduce risk within the community following the Australian 
Standard for Risk Management, ISO 31000. 
CERA identifies the hazard risk as a broad statement. For example: “There is a bush and 
grassfire risk in the Melton municipality”.   
This process includes identifying any gaps in action taken to mitigate the risk and identifying 
specific areas in the community that may be at greater risk.   
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The CERA process, facilitated by VICSES is designed for Municipal Emergency Management 
Planning Committees (MEMPCs) to: 

• Identify the risks that pose the most significant threat to their community. 

• Identify, describe, and understand the exposure and vulnerability of key community 
assets, values, and functions essential to the normal functioning of the community. 

• Discuss and understand the consequence and likelihood, causes, and impacts for each 
risk. 

• Identify opportunities for improvement to prevention, control, mitigation measures and 
collaboration. 

• Inform emergency management planning. 
The CERA process continues to be utilised as part of the ongoing review and updating of the 
Melton MEMPC and associated sub-plans. 

7. Options 
Council has the options to: 
1. Adopt the recommendations as outlined in this report. 
2. Move an alternate/amended motion. 

 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.5 NOMINATION OF COUNCILLOR DELEGATE FOR THE MELTON SUBURBAN 
REVITALISATION BOARD 

Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 
Presenter: Megan Kruger - Head of Governance  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To nominate a Councillor delegate for the Melton Suburban Revitalisation Board. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council nominate Councillor ____________ as a delegate to attend the Melton Suburban 
Revitalisation Board meetings on behalf of Council’s appointed member when required. 

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Melton Suburban Revitalisation Board is established by the Minister for Suburban 
Development (the Minister) and is responsible for providing recommendations on its 
revitalisation priorities and projects to the Victorian Government. The Minister approves the 
projects and conveys the Board’s recommendations across government. 
The appointment of members is determined by the Minister. The Mayor and Chief Executive 
Officer are both appointed in an ex-officio capacity, as defined in the Victorian Government 
Appointment and remuneration guidance. In accordance with Clause 3.1 of the Suburban 
Revitalisation Boards Terms of Reference, ‘A delegate may be nominated to attend meetings 
on behalf of an appointed member and will have authority to carry out the functions, powers 
and duties (including the power to vote) of the appointed member’. 
Accordingly, this report is seeking Council to nominate a Councillor as a delegate to attend the 
Melton Suburban Revitalisation Board meetings on behalf of the Mayor when required. 
Delegates can attend up to a maximum of two meetings per year.  

2. Background/Issues 
The Office for Suburban Development, within the Department of Jobs, Skills, Industry and 
Regions (the Department) manages the Suburban Revitalisation Program which ‘focuses on 
renewing small scale suburban activity and neighbourhood centres by improving the quality of 
public spaces and local infrastructure; unlocking economic assets and land use for jobs, 
housing and services; and building community capacity and participation.’ (Suburban 
Revitalisation Boards Fund Guidelines, June 2023). 
The Melton Suburban Revitalisation Board is established by the Minister and is responsible for 
providing recommendations on its revitalisation priorities and projects to the Victorian 
Government. The Minister approves the projects and conveys the Board’s recommendations 
across government. 
The composition, and operating arrangements for the Melton Suburban Revitalisation Board 
are set out in its Terms of Reference. 
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The Board is expected to meet a minimum of four times per year. Meetings are generally held 
each quarter for approximately 2 hours. The next meeting will be held on 14 March 2024. 
The appointment of members is determined by the Minister. The Mayor and Chief Executive 
Officer are both appointed in an ex-officio capacity, as defined in the Victorian Government 
Appointment and remuneration guidance. In accordance with Clause 3.1 of the Suburban 
Revitalisation Boards Terms of Reference, ‘A delegate may be nominated to attend meetings 
on behalf of an appointed member and will have authority to carry out the functions, powers 
and duties (including the power to vote) of the appointed member’. 
Accordingly, this report is seeking Council to nominate a Councillor as a delegate to attend the 
Melton Suburban Revitalisation Board meetings on behalf of the Mayor when required. 
Delegates can attend up to a maximum of two meetings per year. 
The Councillor attending Melton Suburban Revitalisation Board meetings has a responsibility 
to report to Council. These reports can be in writing in the form of minutes of the meetings. 
Where there are no minutes taken, items of significance from those meetings can be read into 
the minutes of the Council meeting via a short verbal report. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Costs associated with Councillor representation on external bodies are borne through normal 
budget estimates each financial year. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
No public consultation is required. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Not Applicable. 

7. Options 
In accordance with the Melton Revitalisation Board Terms of Reference, Council has the option 
to nominate a delegate to attend Melton Revitalisation Board Meetings on behalf of its 
appointed member. Delegates can attend up to a maximum of two meetings per year. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.6 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 

Presenter: Megan Kruger - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 4 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Heritage Advisory Committee – 26 October 2023 
2. Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee – 1 November 2023 
3. Melton Weir Development Committee – 14 November 2023 
4. Policy Review Panel Meeting – 5 December 2023  

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the power 
to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 
Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2023/24 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 2 and 27 November 2023. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
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The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Heritage Advisory Committee 26 October 2023 

2.  Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee 1 November 2023 

3.  Melton Weir Development Committee 14 November 2023 

4.  Policy Review Panel 5 December 2023 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6.  A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence  
 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and administrative 
actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated within Council’s 
recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the meeting and detailed 
in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a broad 
area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions are 
substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Heritage Advisory Committee minutes dated 26 October 2023 
2.  Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee minutes dated 1 November 2023 
3.  Melton Weir Development Committe minutes dated 14 November 2023 
4.  Policy Review Panel minutes dated 5 December 2023 
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12.7 HERITAGE ASSISTANCE FUND ROUND 13 - OUTCOME 
Author: Tunc Ozlatif - Strategic Planner 

Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the recommendations for the allocation of funds from the Heritage Assistance Fund.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council adopt the recommendation of the Heritage Advisory Committee awarding $47,814.50 
of the allocated funds from the Heritage Assistance Fund Round 13, as presented in Appendix 1.   

 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council acknowledges its role in supporting, assisting, and partnering with 
community groups in providing services that benefit the wider community, enhance community 
wellbeing, and contribute to Council’s strategic objectives. Council achieves this through the 
provision of a range of grants and funds available to the City of Melton community, including 
the Heritage Assistance Fund Program.  
This report outlines the recommendations of the assessment panel for the Heritage Assistance 
Fund, as supported by the Heritage Advisory Committee, in relation to Round 13 of the 
Heritage Assistance Fund Program.  
The Heritage Assistance Fund provides financial assistance to landowners, companies or 
community groups to maintain, repair or conserve a heritage place or for preparation of 
conservation management plans for a heritage place within the municipality.  

2. Background/Issues 
Letters were sent on 11 August 2023 to all landowners in the municipality who have a Heritage 
Overlay on their property. This included information on the Heritage Assistance Fund.  
The application period opened on 18 August 2023 and closed on 22 September 2023; allowing 
applications to be submitted to Council.  
An assessment period was undertaken between 23 September – 5 October 2023 which 
involved Council’s Heritage Advisor determining which applications were eligible. Four 
applications were received.  
One application was found to be ineligible as the building it related to was not covered by a 
Heritage Overlay. Another application was withdrawn as it didn’t have the adequate documents 
required for submission.  
Two applications were forwarded to the panel members for assessment. The panel members 
carried out their assessment between 6 October – 20 October 2023.  
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The Heritage Advisory Committee meeting was then held on 26 October 2023. The minutes 
are included in Item 12.5 - Advisory Committees of Council – Aggregated Meeting Minutes of 
this council agenda. Councillor Ramsey and Councillor Turner left the meeting when the 
consideration of the assessment commenced. During the meeting the remaining Committee 
members assessed the two applications and provided a recommendation, which resulted in 
the endorsement of the applications.   
Funding  
The amount of funds approved by Council each year can vary. The fund can provide only 50% 
of the cost of works proposed, and the other 50% is to be paid by the applicant. Applicants can 
apply to the fund more than once but not in the same round.  
Assessment criteria  
Each application for funding is evaluated against the following criteria:  

• The heritage significance of the place.  

• The positive impact of the proposed works on the long-term viability of the place.  

• The long-term benefits of the proposed works to the community.  

• The type and urgency of the work required.  

• Whether the proposed work accords with the principles of the Australia ICOMOS Burra 
Charter.  

• The willingness of the applicant to pay for at least 50% of the works and to enter into a 
funding agreement with Council.  

• Demonstrated local support for the project (i.e., joint applications from joint owners of 
dry-stone walls).  

• The proposed works must demonstrate compliance with planning and building permits, 
and compliance with other plans such as Precinct Structure Plans.  

 
Eligibility requirements  
The fund is open to companies, individuals, community groups and committees who own or 
manage a heritage place in the City of Melton.  
The fund may be used for projects which:  

• Enhance the viability or appearance of a heritage place.  

• Undertake approved repairs or conservation works to a heritage place.  

• Undertake a conservation management plan for a heritage place.  

• Undertake assessment or research into a heritage place for conservation purposes.  
 

The type of works funded include:  

• Repairing of timber work.  

• Replacing roofing materials.  

• Rebuilding collapsed sections of dry-stone walls.  

• Repointing stonework or masonry.  

• Treatment of termite damage.  

• Restumping.  
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Panel recommendations  
The panel’s recommendations in relation to funding against the selection criteria are detailed 
at Appendix 2, which includes the assessment rationales and funding recommendations.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Funding for this Heritage Assistance Fund Round 13 is as per the table below in the 2023/2024 
Council budget: 

Available budget 2023/24 Recommended funding Remaining budget 
$80,000 $47,814.50 $32,185.50 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
All funding available through Council’s Heritage Assistance Fund is promoted across our 
community through a range of media and other opportunities, as well as letters to landowners 
whose property is within a Heritage Overlay.  
Landowners are encouraged to contact Council’s Heritage Advisor to find out more information 
as to whether they are eligible to apply for the fund.  

6. Risk Analysis 
If the funding isn’t allocated as per the recommendation of the assessment panel and support 
by the Heritage Advisory Committee then the Heritage Assistance Fund would not achieve it’s 
intended purpose which is to provide financial assistance to landowners, companies, or 
community groups to maintain, repair or conserve their heritage places.  

7. Options 
That Council either:  
1. Adopt the Heritage Advisory Committee’s recommendation of the allocation of 

$47,814.50 for Round 13 of the Heritage Assistance Fund, or  
2. Not adopt the Heritage Advisory Committee’s recommendation of the allocation of 

$47,814.50 for Round 13 of the Heritage Assistance Fund.  
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Assessment Matrix - Round 13 (CONFIDENTIAL) - CONFIDENTIAL 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports on external Committees and external Representative Bodies for which Councillors 
have been appointed by Council. 
Address from Councillors in relation to matters of civic leadership and community 
representation, including acknowledgement of community groups and individuals, 
information arising from internal Committees, advocacy on behalf of constituents and other 
topics of significance. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 908 (CR ABBOUSHI) - FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR A CITY 
OF MELTON YOUTH HUB 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi 
 

 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on 18 December 2023. 
 
 

MOTION: 
That Council undertake a feasibility study for the future development of a City of Melton Youth 
Hub. The feasibility study project brief would include: 
1. An audit of what existing Youth related Facilities exist in the City of Melton; 

2. An assessment of the key components that define a valued functioning Youth Hub that can 
deliver key services and engagement outcomes for youth including building size and 
associated amenities; 

3. Assess the organisations and services that would be required to provide wrap around support 
for young people at a centralised facility. This includes types of programs, services and 
activities; 

4. Explore the opportunities within the City of Melton (sites) that a Youth Hub could be located to 
maximise access and utilisation; 

5. Assess appropriate facility management models; 

6. As part of the feasibility, undertake some community engagement inviting ideas from the 
community and our young people to input the future concept for a City of Melton Youth Hub. 

The feasibility report must provide City of Melton with information, evidence and research to make 
an informed decision when considering options of a Youth Hub. 

The feasibility study to be considered by Council as part of budget discussions that will inform the 
2024/25 Council budget. 

 
 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 909 (CR ABBOUSHI) - LIVE STREAMING OF COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi 
 

 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on Insert date  
 
 

MOTION: 
That Council Officers brief Councillors on: 
1. The capability of the existing Council Chamber technology to live stream Council Meetings 

on other social media platforms such as Facebook live and YouTube, and  
2. Provide information on any financial investment needed for live streaming to other social 

platforms for consideration within Council’s 2024/25 budget. 
 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 910 (CR ABBOUSHI) - DISABILITY EMPLOYMENT AND 
WORK PLACEMENT PROGRAM 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi 
 

 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on 18 December 2023. 
 
 

MOTION: 
That Council Officers provide a briefing to Councillors on any existing or planned initiatives related 
to developing a Disability Employment and Work Placement program for City of Melton residents, 
including potential opportunities for further consideration. 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 911 (CR KESIC) - HOLIDAY WISHES TO SERVICE 
PERSONNEL 

Councillor: Goran Kesic 
 

 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on 18 December 2023. 
 
 

MOTION: 
That Council write to The Hon Matt Keogh MP Minister for Defence Personnel to pass on Council’s 
warm wishes to Australian troops and extend a heartfelt Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 
as a gesture to boost the morale of our service personnel, and remind our defence forces that 
their efforts and dedication are deeply appreciated, especially during the holiday season. 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
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16. URGENT BUSINESS
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Mt Atkinson East Active Open Space (Sports Facility) - Project Update 

(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice 
the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.2 Rockbank North Active Open Space (Sports Facility) - Project Update 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice 
the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.3 Aintree Community Centre - Project Update 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice 
the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.4 Aintree Recreation Facility - Land Purchase 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice 
the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.5 Contract No. 24-009 - Operation of the Melton Recycling Facility 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.6 Contract No. 24-013 - MacPherson Park Rugby Pitches Construction 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.7 Appointment of Independent Audit and Risk Committee Member 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 
in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

17.8 Appointment of Independent Member - CEO Employment and Remuneration 
Committee 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 
in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs.  
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 
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	List of Appendices
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	8.1 Parliamentarian and Departmental Letters received by the Mayor
	List of Appendices


	9. Petitions and Joint Letters
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	11. Public Question Time
	12. Presentation of Staff Reports
	12.1 Draft Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy
	List of Appendices

	12.2 Level Crossing Removal projects on the Melton Rail Line
	List of Appendices

	12.3 Dates of Significance Calendar
	List of Appendices

	12.4 Response to Notice of Motion 901 (Cr Shannon) - Emergency Management Arrangements and Drought Preparations
	List of Appendices

	12.5 Nomination of Councillor Delegate for the Melton Suburban Revitalisation Board
	List of Appendices

	12.6 Advisory Committees of Council - Aggregated Meeting Minutes
	List of Appendices

	12.7 Heritage Assistance Fund Round 13 - Outcome
	List of Appendices


	13. Reports from Delegates Appointed to Other Bodies and Councillor Representations and Acknowledgements
	14. Notices of Motion
	14.1 Notice of Motion 908 (Cr Abboushi) - Feasibility Study for a City of Melton Youth Hub
	14.2 Notice of Motion 909 (Cr Abboushi) - Live Streaming of Council Meetings
	14.3 Notice of Motion 910 (Cr Abboushi) - Disability Employment and Work Placement Program
	14.4 Notice of Motion 911 (Cr Kesic) - Holiday Wishes to Service Personnel

	15. Councillor’s Questions Without Notice
	16. Urgent Business
	17. Confidential Business
	18. Close of Business



