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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MELTON CIVIC CENTRE, 232 HIGH 

STREET MELTON ON 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 6:00 PM 
 

 
Present: Cr Lara Carli (Mayor) 

Cr Dr Phillip Zada (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr Steven Abboushi 
Cr Kathy Majdlik 
Cr Brandi Morris 
Cr Sophie Ramsey 
Cr Julie Shannon 
Cr Bob Turner 
Cr Ashleigh Vandenberg 
Cr John Verdon 

 
Roslyn Wai Chief Executive Officer 
Liz Rowland Chief Financial Officer 
Sam Romaszko Director City Futures 
Troy Scoble Director City Life 
Neil Whiteside Director City Delivery 
Emily Keogh Head of Governance 
Sian Rainford Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 
Troy Delia Acting Manager Governance 
Bernadette Bensley Acting Senior Coordinator Governance 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Carli opened the meeting at 6.05pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil.  
Cr Vandenberg requested a leave of absence from 29 September 2026 to 1 December 
2026 inclusive. 

Motion 
Crs Verdon/Vandenberg. 
That Cr Vandenberg’s request for leave of absence from 29 September 2026 to 1 December 2026 
inclusive be granted. 
 
For: Crs Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg and Verdon 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Morris and Zada 

CARRIED 
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3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That Item 14.3 Notice of Motion 1010 (Cr Dr Zada) – Commonwealth Home Support Program 
Future Service Delivery be heard prior to Item 12 – Presentation of Staff Reports. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Cr Carli declared a Conflict of Interest at Item 14.5 Notice of Motion 1012 (Cr Vandenberg) 
– Vote of No Confidence. 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 24 August 2026 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Verdon/Majdlik. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 24 August 2026 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
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Cr Abboushi departed the Chamber at 6.14pm. 

7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS 
  
 

 

• Monday 10 August 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 24 August 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 7 September 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 10 August 2026, 24 August 2026, 
and 7 September 2026 provided as Appendices 1 to 3 respectively to this report, be received 
and noted. 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Shannon. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 10 August 2026, 24 August 2026, 
and 7 September 2026 provided as Appendices 1 to 3 respectively to this report, be received and 
noted. 
 
For: Crs Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 10 August 2026 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 24 August 2026 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 7 September 2026 

  

  



 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 
Item 7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors 
Appendix 1 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 10 August 2026 

 
 

Page 8 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 
Item 7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors 
Appendix 2 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 24 August 2026 

 
 

Page 9 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 
Item 7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors 
Appendix 3 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 7 September 2026 

 
 

Page 10 

  



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 

Page 11 

Cr Abboushi returned to the Chamber at 6.16pm. 

8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
IN RESPONSE TO NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

 
 

• Wayne Johnson, CEO and Managing Director, ARTC – Response to Notice of Motion 1003 

• Adam Maguire, Deputy Secretary Network Design and Integration, Department of Transport 
and Planning – Response to Notice of Motion 1003 

• Joseph Solomon, Chief of Staff, Office of the Hon Catherine King MP – Response to Notice 
of Motion 1003 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the following Departmental letters received by the Mayor in 
response to Notices of Motions, provided as Appendices 1 to 3 to this report: 
1. Wayne Johnson, CEO and Managing Director, ARTC – Response to Notice of Motion 1003 
2. Adam Maguire, Deputy Secretary Network Design and Integration, Department of Transport 

and Planning – Response to Notice of Motion 1003 
3. Joseph Solomon, Chief of Staff, Office of the Hon Catherine King MP – Response to Notice 

of Motion 1003 

Motion 
Crs Turner/Verdon. 
That Council receive and note the following Departmental letters received by the Mayor in 
response to Notices of Motions, provided as Appendices 1 to 3 to this report: 
1. Wayne Johnson, CEO and Managing Director, ARTC – Response to Notice of Motion 

1003 
2. Adam Maguire, Deputy Secretary Network Design and Integration, Department of 

Transport and Planning – Response to Notice of Motion 1003 
3. Joseph Solomon, Chief of Staff, Office of the Hon Catherine King MP – Response to 

Notice of Motion 1003.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Wayne Johnson, CEO and Managing Director, ARTC dated 14 August 2026 
2.  Adam Maguire, Deputy Secretary Network Design and Integration, Department of 

Transport and Planning dated 19 August 2026 
3.  Joseph Solomon, Chief of Staff, Office of the Hon Catherine King MP, dated 21 

August 2026 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

9.1 PETITION - SAVE MELTON AGED CARE (1) 
  
 

SUMMARY 
A petition has been received containing 495 valid signatories in relation to aged care services. 
The petition states: 
‘We urge Melton City Council to reverse its decision, to not exit aged care services, and to continue 
providing these quality services that your community needs and deserves.’ 

 
Pursuant to section 64.1 of Council’s Governance Rules, this petition is being tabled with a 
report to come back to a future Meeting of Council, noting that no motion may be made at 
tonight’s meeting other than a motion to receive the petition. 
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9.2 PETITION - SAVE MELTON AGED CARE (2) 
  
 

SUMMARY 
A petition has been received containing 100 valid signatories in relation to aged care services. 
The petition states: 
‘We urge Melton City Councillors to reverse their decision made on June 22nd and recommit to the 
provision of aged care services through the Commonwealth Home Support Program to continue 
providing the quality services that our community needs and deserves.’ 

 
Pursuant to section 64.1 of Council’s Governance Rules, this petition is being tabled with a 
report to come back to a future Meeting of Council, noting that no motion may be made at 
tonight’s meeting other than a motion to receive the petition. 
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10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.     

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Submitter: Arpita Patel 

Question asked of Council Response 

What action, such as additional 
restrictions, signage or enforcement, will 
Council take to improve road and 
pedestrian safety in the residential 
streets of Strathtulloh, particularly near 
parks and intersections, where they 
obstruct visibility, create blind spots and 
restrict traffic flow? 

Council understands that the presence of large 
commercial vehicles in residential areas can 
create safety concerns. 
Council monitors parking issues proactively 
through our Community Safety Parking 
Officers and reactively through reports 
received from residents. The area will continue 
to be monitored, and enforcement action will 
be taken where vehicles are found to be 
parked in breach of road rules or parking 
restrictions.  Any illegally parked vehicle may 
be issued with an infringement notice. 
Council encourages residents to report 
specific locations where parked vehicles 
create safety hazards, particularly near 
intersections, parks or pedestrian access 
points, as this assists Officers in identifying 
and investigating priority areas. 
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Submitter: Arpita Patel 

Question asked of Council Response 

To encourage responsible dog 
ownership at the park along Atherstone 
Park opposite Roehampton Drive, can 
Council install clear “Dogs Must Be On 
A Leash” signage and provide dog 
waste bag dispensers and bins? 
 

Council encourages responsible dog 
ownership and understands the concerns 
raised regarding dogs being walked off-leash 
and dog waste not being collected. 
Council's Community Safety Officers 
undertake regular patrols of public open 
spaces and may issue infringements where 
breaches of the relevant Local Law are 
identified, including failing to keep a dog under 
effective control or failing to remove dog 
waste. 
Under Council's Local Law 2025, dog owners 
are required to carry a bag or other suitable 
means to collect and dispose of their dog's 
waste. Council provides dog waste bag 
dispensers at designated off-leash dog parks 
only, and therefore bag dispensers are not 
generally installed in other public open spaces. 
Council will continue to monitor the area and 
consider appropriate measures such as 
signage to support a safe, clean and enjoyable 
environment for all park users. 

Submitter: Mya Debono 

Question asked of Council Response 

What can Council do to assist or support 
the homeless population in the Melton 
community? 

Council delivers a State-funded homelessness 
support program and Commonwealth-funded 
Youth Homelessness early intervention 
program, which provide direct supports to our 
in-need community. In addition, Council works 
in partnership with external service providers 
to deliver the ‘Responding to Rough Sleepers’ 
initiative. Council continues to advocate to 
State and Federal Governments for increased 
social and affordable housing and 
homelessness services across our City.  
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Submitter: Eunice Franco 
Organisation: G & G Healthcare 

Question asked of Council Response 

Has the council explored opportunities 
to maximise community access to public 
services such as unstaffed library hours 
until 10pm daily? 

Reviewing opening hours of Council’s library 
services is regularly undertaken to ensure that 
our services meet the community need. The 
Melton Library and Learning Hub is open 4 
evenings a week until 6pm, and Thursdays 
until 8pm plus also being open on both 
Saturdays and Sundays.  Current attendance 
data shows that patronage of our facilities 
between 6pm and 8pm remains low. 

Submitter: Eunice Franco 
Organisation: G & G Healthcare 

Question asked of Council Response 

What measures are in place to consider 
people with sensory issues especially 
with noise and using the library? 

Library staff are able to provide quieter spaces 
and study areas which are lower noise 
environments, or by identifying quieter spaces 
or times to visit. Council also has an ‘Access 
Keys’ webpage which provides additional 
information about the facility to assist users 
with sensory needs to prepare for their visits in 
advance. 
 

Submitter: James Seddon 

Question asked of Council Response 

Worn and faded Red brick is found 
along many road ways in Melton South, 
including at roundabouts, speed humps 
- does the council have a maintenance 
plan in place to restore/upkeep the red 
brick so it does not become an eye sore 
and negatively impact the 
neighbourhood amenity? 

Council undertakes condition audits of all 
assets in accordance with Council’s Asset 
Management Policy 2026 to assess the state 
of physical assets to inform maintenance, 
compliance, lifecycle planning, and investment 
decisions. 
Council officers will inspect the speed humps 
in Monash Street, Morshead Road & Exford 
Road to determine whether any maintenance 
works are required and action accordingly. 

  



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 

Page 24 

Submitter: James Seddon 

Question asked of Council Response 

Any plans to introduce plants to the 
middle of the roundabout Exford Rd 
Melton south? 

Council officers will inspect the location and 
assess the suitability of landscaping or other 
amenity improvements. 
Any potential improvement works will need to 
consider factors, including road safety, 
sightline requirements, maintenance 
obligations, available space, and the suitability 
of the location for landscaping. 
Should the location be identified as suitable, 
any improvements will be considered as part 
of Council’s ongoing maintenance and asset 
planning processes. 

Submitter: Beverley Price 

Question asked of Council Response 

Given that Federal Government funding 
will continue until 2029 and councillors 
are no longer considered “responsible 
persons” under the Aged Care Act, will 
Council formally review its decision from 
22nd June, to cease delivering 
Commonwealth Home Support 
Programme services?  

The Australian Government announcement to 
extend the Commonwealth Home Support 
Program for a further 2 years occurred on 20 
August 2026.  
Council has sought further information from 
theAustralian Government regarding what the 
extension of the program to 30 June 2029 
would look like for Council as a provider 
including funding and terms of agreement.  
Council has not yet been provided with any 
information regarding this for further 
consideration.  
The current Council decision was based on all 
information at the time assessing the 
significant changes in the aged care sector 
and Council’s ability to be a provider of the 
Australian Government service. This included 
changes to aged care legislation and 
regulatory requirements, increased 
governance, reporting compliance obligations, 
increased funding commitments for Council to 
continue to deliver a program considering the 
growing number of specialist providers 
available in the community. 
As at today Councillors are required to be 
Responsible Persons of the service along with 
all Senior Officers within Council. Proposed 
changes to legislation will remove Councillors 
only as responsible persons. 
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Submitter: Beverley Price 

Question asked of Council Response 

What consultation has Council 
undertaken with residents like me—a 
91-year-old Melton resident who uses 
these services to remain safe and 
independent in my own home? 

The Commonwealth Home Support Program 
is an Australian Government aged care service 
program not a Council owned program. The 
program has been under review by the 
Australian Government for over 6 years. It 
intended to transition to the Support at Home 
program but has now had a 6th extension of 
funding as a further review by the Australian 
Government continues.   
The Australian Government are solely 
responsible for the providers in the City of 
Melton, and the framework compliance and 
pricing that the providers work within.  
Council has written to all existing 
Commonwealth Home Support Program 
clients about the Aged Care Act,  the 
Statement of Rights and will continue 
engaging with clients throughout Council’s 
transition process which has been approved 
by the relevant Australian Government 
department. 
Council will continue to support our older 
residents to access appropriate providers 
within the Australian Government’s approved 
network of providers in the City of Melton.  
Council will also continue to deliver the other 
services it provides to our older residents. 
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In accordance with Governance Rule 62.9, like questions have been grouped 
together and a single answer provided 

Question asked of Council Response 

Submitter: Sandra McMenemie 
Why did Council make such an 
important decision to cease Aged Care 
Services with no consultation with 
seniors it directly affects? 
Submitter: Lorna Pawley 
Organisation:Combined Pensioners 
Association 
Why did Council make the decision to 
cease providing aged care services 
without consulting the people it effects? 
Submitter: Hayley Quinn 
Australian Services Union (ASU) 
Councillors voted to cease the delivery 
of its federally funded aged care 
services at the June council meeting. 
This decision was done in confidence 
and was hidden under ''legislative 
reforms'' on the June agenda. Can 
councillors explain why no consultation 
with your constituents, particularly 
seniors who receive these services 
occurred prior to such a significant 
decision being made? 

The Commonwealth Home Support Program 
is an Australian Government aged care service 
program not a Council owned program. The 
program has been under review for over 6 
years with a planned transition to the Support 
at Home program in July 2027. It has now had 
a 6th extension of funding as a further review 
by the Australian Government continues.   
More than 50 of Victoria’s Council’s have 
reviewed its role in being able to deliver the 
Australian Government Program and have 
either already withdrawn from delivery or in the 
process of transitioning to external providers.  
Council’s decision of June 22 was based on 
the information that it had available at that 
point in time regarding the existing Council 
delivered CHSP contract that was ending June 
30, 2027 and considered whether to become a 
Support at Home provider from July 2027. It 
also considered impacts of the new Aged Care 
Act and what they were going to have on 
Council’s ability to be a provider in the 
Australian Governments program. 
Council does acknowledge that some 
community members feel they should have 
been engaged to determine whether Council 
could continue to be a provider of the 
Australian Government Service before that 
decision was made.  The decision though 
followed a strategic review of Council’s role 
and capability in delivering the current CHSP 
service and being able to transition to being a 
provider of the Support at Home program 
considering the significant aged care reforms, 
regulatory requirements and availability of 
specialist aged care providers in the City.  
Council is aware how important the current 
service is to our community that access it 
through our annual surveys undertaken and 
are  committed to ongoing engagement with 
clients and carers through the transition period 
to ensure all are well informed, supported and 
able to provide feedback as transition planning 
progresses. 

  



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 

Page 27 

Submitter: Brendan Kitchen 

Question asked of Council Response 

When will the new BMX track at 
Blackwood Drive reserve be rebuilt? 

The BMX track at Blackwood Drive Recreation 
Reserve was constructed by members of the 
community over 20 years ago. Planning into 
upgrades to the sports playing fields at the 
reserve are underway, which include 
consideration of impacts on the BMX track. 
There is no current planned project to renew 
the BMX track.   

Submitter: Faredin Nuredini 

Question asked of Council Response 

In regard to the Leakes Road 
interchange upgrade, will the new 
bridge/upgrade follow the alignment 
identified in the Rockbank Precinct 
Structure Plan (PSP 1099) along the 
proposed Rockbank Road alignment, or 
will the new bridge/upgrade follow the 
alignment of the existing Leakes Road 
interchange?  

The scope of works for the Leakes Road 
interchange will be determined by the Victorian 
Government.  
Based on the information currently available, 
the works are planned to follow the existing 
Leakes Road alignment. 

Submitter: Karen Austria 

Question asked of Council Response 

What action will Council take to ensure 
Aboriginal cultural heritage is 
appropriately assessed and protected, 
with meaningful engagement with the 
relevant Traditional Owners and 
Registered Aboriginal Party, in relation 
to major data-centre development in the 
municipality? 

The Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 and the 
Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018, 
prescribe circumstances which require the 
preparation of Cultural Heritage Management 
Plans.  
Where a CHMP is required, an application for 
a planning permit cannot be determined, until 
the CHMP has been approved.  
CHMP’s are prepared in consultation with and 
approved by, the relevant Registered 
Aboriginal Party.  
Compliance with an approved CHMP, is a 
statutory requirement and enforcement action 
may be taken, if compliance is not achieved.   
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Submitter: Karen Austria 

Question asked of Council Response 

What action will Council take to 
advocate for an independent, site-
specific fire and emergency risk 
assessment for the proposed Plumpton 
data centre, and to ensure identified 
risks are incorporated into Council's 
relevant municipal emergency and fire-
management planning? 

Council is not aware of any formal application 
for a proposed data centre in Plumpton.  
For other data centre proposals notified to 
Council by the Department of Transport and 
Planning, detailed risk and hazard assessment 
reports prepared by suitably qualified 
professionals have been provided.  

Submitter: Hayley Quinn 
Australian Services Union (ASU) 

Question asked of Council Response 

Can Council explain why the decision to 
cease delivery of its Commonwealth 
Home Support Program funded aged 
care services, including the Council 
officer report and motion details was 
made confidentially?  

Items are considered by Council as 
confidential business where they meet the 
definition of confidential information as set out 
in the Local Government Act 2020. At the time 
of the report being presented to Council, 
Council considered the report to contain 
information which related to the personal 
affairs of individual staff and personnel 
matters, and to which the disclosure was, at 
that time, unreasonable.  

Submitter: Ralf Schumann 

Question asked of Council Response 

Will council please confirm that no 
political organisation, candidate, or 
current member of parliament will be 
represented with a stall or marquee at 
the 2026 Djerriwarrh festival. Thank 
you.  

Council confirms that for the 2026 Djerriwarrh 
Festival that stallholder Terms and Conditions 
include no political stalls will be permitted. 
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Submitter: Terri Franklin 

Question asked of Council Response 

Will Council please clarify the actual 
reasoning behind the cancellations of 
the Street Parade and the Lions' Club 
Carnival from this year's Djerriwarrh 
Festival? 

Council completes a review after each major 
event. The DJ Festival review 2025 included 
engagement with the community, which 
identified that improving affordability and 
strengthening community participation were 
amongst the most important to our community. 
Council has continued to expend substantial 
funds on Djerriwarrh Festival each year, whilst 
participation, engagement and attendance at 
the parade has continued to significantly 
decline. With no parade at this year event 
Council can reduce road closures, and redirect 
resources into other festival activities at a 
lower cost which can be enjoyed by the 
broader community. All former participants of 
the parade will be engaged as to the level of 
participation in this years festival.  
The carnival at the event has previously been 
facilitated by the Lions Club of Melton. Prior to 
the 2025 event, Council was made aware of 
the ongoing risks associated with 
responsibilities for the event, that they were 
very unclear, exposing the relevant parties to 
substantial risk. The Lions Club have been 
advised of the requirements and are able to 
make an application through Council's event 
permit process for hosting of any future public 
events, including the requirements around 
traffic and site management, safety and 
insurance. To date, Council has not received 
any application from the Lions Club to run any 
public event in the City of Melton.  

Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question asked of Council Response 

At each Council meeting, a verbal notice 
advises the Council retains copyright 
over its livestream and recorded 
meeting content. How does Council 
apply and enforce that copyright where 
unauthorised copying, editing or 
republication of meeting recordings 
comes to Council’s attention? 

Council considers any use of its copyright 
material, on a case by case basis and in 
accordance with the Copyright Act. Council 
reserves its right to take enforcement action for 
infringements of Council's copyright.   
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Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question asked of Council Response 

Given the number of entries in Council's 
Notice of Motion Register that only 
record outcomes as “This Notice of 
Motion has been actioned”, will Council 
consider improving the register so that 
completed motions include a brief 
description of the action taken, any 
response or outcome received, and 
links to relevant reports or 
correspondence where publicly 
available? 

Thanks for this suggestion – the intent of the 
current wording is that it will be marked as 
completed when all actions outlined in the 
motion are completed. As part of our ongoing 
commitment to continuous improvement, the 
suggestion will be considered moving forward 
where the current process may provide a lack 
of clarity.  

 
 



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 

Page 31 

At Item 3 – Change to the Order of Business, it was resolved by Council that Item 14.3 – Notice of 
Motion 1010 (Cr Dr Zada) – Commonwealth Home Support Program: Future Service Delivery, be 
heard prior to Item 12 – Presentation of Staff Reports.  

14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 1010 (CR DR ZADA) - COMMONWEALTH HOME SUPPORT 
PROGRAM: FUTURE SERVICE DELIVERY 

Councillor: Phillip Zada 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council requests an urgent briefing of Councillors to inform time-critical funding or transition 
decisions, on the options for revisiting its decision of 22 June 2026 to cease direct CHSP service 
delivery on 30 June 2027, addressing: 
1. The feasibility of deferring Council’s planned exit by two years and continuing direct CHSP 

delivery until 30 June 2029, including Commonwealth funding terms, financial and 
operational sustainability, and workforce, contractual and regulatory implications. 

2. The current status and implications of Commonwealth amendments concerning elected 
Councillors as “responsible persons”, and Council’s remaining obligations as an aged care 
provider. 

3. Options for a staged integrated model in which Council and external providers deliver 
services alongside one another, with external provider performance assessed against 
Council-delivered services through client feedback, service quality, reliability, affordability, 
accessibility, continuity of care and resident outcomes. 

4. The safeguards and evidence needed to establish that residents would receive equivalent 
or better outcomes before any permanent withdrawal from Council delivery, including the 
internal capability needed to respond to service failures or market gaps. 

5. The status of the existing transition, commitments already made and remaining deadlines 
or decisions affecting Council’s ability to defer its exit and retain its workforce and service. 

6. Arrangements for Council to reconsider ongoing participation if Commonwealth funding 
continues beyond 30 June 2029, without committing Council to future contracts or 
predetermining a future Council’s decision. 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Abboushi. 
That Council requests an urgent briefing of Councillors to inform time-critical funding or transition 
decisions, on the options for revisiting its decision of 22 June 2026 to cease direct CHSP service 
delivery on 30 June 2027, addressing: 
1. The feasibility of deferring Council’s planned exit by two years and continuing direct CHSP 

delivery until the 30 June 2029, including Commonwealth funding terms, financial and 
operational sustainability, and workforce, contractual and regulatory implications. 

2. The current status and implications of Commonwealth amendments concerning elected 
Councillors as “responsible persons”, and Council’s remaining obligations as an aged care 
provider. 

3. Options for a staged integrated model in which Council and external providers deliver 
services alongside one another, with external provider performance assessed against 
Council-delivered services through client feedback, service quality, reliability, affordability, 
accessibility, continuity of care and resident outcomes. 
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4. The safeguards and evidence needed to establish that residents would receive equivalent 
or better outcomes before any permanent withdrawal from Council delivery, including the 
internal capability needed to respond to service failures or market gaps. 

5. The status of the existing transition, commitments already made and remaining deadlines 
or decisions affecting Council’s ability to defer its exit and to retain its workforce and service. 

6. Arrangements for Council to reconsider ongoing participation if Commonwealth funding 
continues beyond 30 June 2029, without committing Council to future contracts or 
predetermining a future Council’s decision.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
Cr Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 ANNUAL COMMUNITY SATISFACTION SURVEY 2026 
Author: Joel Farrell - Manager Customer Experience 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Results 2026. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council:  
1. Notes the Melton City Council – 2026 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings 

Report at Appendix 1. 
2. Approves key findings of the report to be communicated to the community and other 

stakeholders through appropriate communication channels. 

Motion 
Crs Morris/Verdon. 
That Council:  
1. Notes the Melton City Council – 2026 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings 

Report at Appendix 1. 
2. Approves key findings of the report to be communicated to the community and other 

stakeholders through appropriate communication channels.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Community Satisfaction Survey is conducted annually to provide Council with an 
evidence-based understanding of community perceptions of Council performance, services, 
facilities and the key issues affecting residents. In 2026, the survey was undertaken by 
Metropolis Research through face-to-face interviews with 800 randomly selected residents 
during May and June, consistent with the methodology used in previous years.  
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The survey examines community satisfaction with Council's overall performance, governance 
and leadership, customer service, planning and development, and a broad range of Council 
services and facilities. It also assesses the importance of Council services and facilities to 
residents, identifies the key issues facing the municipality, and explores community 
perceptions of safety, sense of community and volunteering.  
The survey sample reflects the cultural and linguistic diversity of the municipality, with 37% of 
respondents reporting that a language other than English is spoken at home, consistent with 
Census data for the City of Melton.  
The survey fulfils Local Government Victoria requirements by providing importance and 
satisfaction ratings across the mandatory core measures and Council's overall performance. 
It also supports Council's legislative reporting obligations, including the Local Government 
Performance Reporting Framework, and assists in monitoring progress against the Council 
and Wellbeing Plan 2025-2029.  
The findings provide a valuable measure of community sentiment and enable Council to 
identify areas of strong performance, emerging community priorities and opportunities for 
ongoing improvement. The survey results also assist Council in monitoring performance over 
time and support evidence-based planning, service delivery, advocacy and decision-making. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Melton City Council – 2026 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report is 
provided at Appendix 1. 
Overall satisfaction with Melton City Council was 6.9 out of 10, a decrease of one percentage 
point from 2025. Overall satisfaction remains within the “good” range; however, the result is 
slightly lower than the metropolitan Melbourne and western region council averages of 7.2 and 
7.6 respectively.  
Key satisfaction results, including the Local Government Performance Reporting Framework 
reporting requirement scores for the City of Melton are outlined below: 

Satisfaction with City of Melton 
2026 

City of Melton 
2025 

Overall satisfaction customer service experience 7.8 7.4 

Council's Overall performance 6.9 7.0 

Making decisions in the interests of community 7.0 7.0 

Community consultation and engagement 6.9 7.0 

Representation, lobbying and advocacy 7.0 7.0 

Maintaining trust and confidence of the community 7.1 7.0 

Responsiveness of Council to local community 
needs 7.0 7.0 

Maintenance and repair of sealed local roads 7.1 6.9 

Average satisfaction with the core measures of governance and leadership remained stable 
at 7.0 out of 10, representing a “good” level of satisfaction. 
The average satisfaction with Council services and facilities increased to 7.9 out of 10, up 
from 7.8 in 2025 and representing a record high result for the City of Melton. 
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The highest levels of satisfaction were recorded for Green waste collection (8.7), Regular 
garbage collection (8.7), Regular recycling collection (8.6), Library services (8.5), and Hard 
rubbish collection (8.5). 
The stand-out improvement in satisfaction this year was customer service, with a four-
percentage point increase in overall satisfaction with the customer service experience, 
moving from “very good” to “excellent”. Notable improvements in satisfaction were also 
recorded for parking enforcement (up 5 percentage points), provision and maintenance of 
playgrounds (up 4 percentage points), public toilets (up 4 percentage points), and animal 
management (up 3 percentage points). 
The average perception of safety across all situations and locations measured increased by 
two percentage points to 7.1 out of 10, reversing the decline recorded in 2025. Perceptions 
of safety improved in nine of the ten measures, with satisfaction ranging from 7.9 for safety 
in public areas during the day to 6.0 for safety in public areas at night. While perceptions of 
safety have improved, they remain below metropolitan Melbourne, western region, and 
growth area council averages. 
Areas for further assessment  
The main issues identified in this year’s survey were traffic management (17%, down from 
23% in 2025), roads including roadworks (13%, down from 15% in 2025), and safety, policing 
and crime (12%, down from 19% in 2025). 
The continued nomination of traffic management by respondents reinforces the importance 
of traffic and road related issues in the municipality. The feedback provides Council 
information on what matters to residents and supports Council in organisational 
improvement, or advocacy to responsible levels of Government for more effective service 
and infrastructure delivery that is responsive to community needs. 
Summary Comments 
Council thanks those community members who gave their time and shared insights to 
participate in the 2026 Community Satisfaction Survey. The feedback provided gives Council 
direction on what matters to residents and supports Council in organisational improvement for 
more effective service and infrastructure delivery that is responsive to community needs. 
The Findings Report of this survey has been made public (in this meeting’s agenda) and will 
be communicated to residents via a media release and Council’s website. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.4 A future focused organisation where success is measured by outcomes, impact and 
continuous improvement. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The costs associated with the 2026 survey have been included in the 2025/26 and 
2026/27 operational budgets and was the final year of the existing five-year contact. Future 
budget considerations will need to be considered in the design and procurement of a new 
contact from 2027 onwards.     

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The survey is an important aspect of Council’s community consultation program and 
represents Council’s ongoing commitment to engaging with the community to improve 
performance, advocacy, and service delivery. 
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6. Risk Analysis 
There are no risks identified in receiving the results of the Survey. 

7. Options 
That Council notes the Melton City Council – 2026 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey 
Findings Report in Appendix 1 and that specific areas have been identified for further attention 
or improvement. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  2026 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report 
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Cr Verdon departed the Chamber at 7.09pm and returned to the Chamber at 7:11pm. 

12.2 DRAFT WESTERN FREEWAY COMMERCIAL AREA URBAN DESIGN 
FRAMEWORK 

Author: Karl Sass - Senior Strategic Planner 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council the Draft Western Freeway Commercial Area Urban Design Framework for 
endorsement to proceed to community engagement. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council:  
1. Note the Draft Western Freeway Commercial Area Urban Design Framework (UDF) 

(Appendix 1). 
2. Release the draft UDF to for community consultation for a period of four weeks.  
3. Note that following the community consultation period, the draft UDF with proposed changes 

be presented to a future meeting of Council for endorsement.   

Motion 
Crs Zada/Turner. 
That Council:  
1. Note the Draft Western Freeway Commercial Area Urban Design Framework (UDF) 

(Appendix 1). 
2. Release the draft UDF to for community consultation for a period of four weeks.  
3. Note that following the community consultation period, the draft UDF with proposed changes 

be presented to a future meeting of Council for endorsement.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Draft Western Freeway Commercial Area Urban Design Framework (UDF) has been 
prepared and is now ready for community consultation (Appendix 1). This process will inform 
the final changes to the document ahead of Council’s consideration for approval at a future 
meeting.  
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The UDF outlines a framework for the future built form and public realm design on land known 
as the Draft Western Freeway Commercial Area. The precinct is principally identified for 
commercial employment land. It also contains a small portion of the future Mt Atkinson town 
centre which is identified as a Housing Choice and Activity Centre in Plan for Victoria and 
adjoins the proposed future Mt Atkinson Railway Station. 
A UDF is required to be prepared by the Mt Atkinson and Tarneit Plains Precinct Structure 
Plan (PSP). Community engagement on strategic planning documents such as these is a 
legislative obligation under the Local Government Act 2020. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Mt Atkinson and Tarneit Plains Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) was gazetted in 2017. The 
PSP sets out high-level land uses and other infrastructure for the precinct. Schedule 9 to 
Clause 37.07 of the Urban Growth Zone in the Melton Planning Scheme “Specific provisions 
– Urban design framework” requires the development of three UDFs to be prepared in the 
PSP. The UDFs are to be prepared to the satisfaction of the response authority (Council) and 
the Department of Transport and Planning New Communities. Approval of the UDF is required 
prior to planning permits being issued by Council which would allow major development to 
commence.  
The Western Freeway Commercial Area (WFCA) is in the north-eastern portion of the Mt 
Atkinson and Tarneit Plains Precinct Structure plan (PSP), bounded by the Western Freeway 
to the north, the Melbourne-Ararat railway line to the south, and Hopkins Road to the east. The 
UDF boundaries and underlying PSP land uses are shown below at Figure 1.  

 
        Figure 1: Mt Atkinson PSP with Western Freeway Commercial Area UDF boundary shown in red 

The Western Freeway Commercial Area UDF adjoins the recently adopted Mt Atkinson Major 
Town Centre UDF to the south which contains most of the town centre.  
The Western Freeway Commercial Area site is currently principally undeveloped with the 
exemption of a service station, a concrete batching plant, and other structures. The precinct 
has consolidated land ownership across four owners. 
Council Officers signed an agreement with the primary landowner in the precinct to fund the 
development of the UDF. Consultancy Urban Design Management (UDM) were engaged to 
prepare the UDF to Council’s satisfaction. UDM subsequently engaged sub-consultants for the 
preparation of technical reports as required.   
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A UDF is a planning and design document that sets out a vision for an area and guides its land 
use and development over time through urban design principles, objectives, and requirements 
and guidelines. The UDF provides guidance for Council to oversee the development, 
coordinating the activities of multiple of different landowners. UDFs provide guidance and 
direction in relation to land use, movement and access, public realm, landscape design, built 
form, interfaces, and sustainability  
A UDF is generally prepared in four key stages:  

• Stage 1 – Technical reports  

• Stage 2 – Background Report  

• Stage 3 – Draft Urban Design Framework  

• Stage 4 – Final Urban Design Framework 
This UDF is at Stage 3. 
During development of the technical reports, issues arose relating to road access 
arrangements. These primarily relate to DTP’s planning for road access for the precinct 
changing substantially since the PSP was developed. DTP also had concerns with the 
proposed intersections at Hopkins Road, and the uncertainty planning for multiple surrounding 
State road projects which has implications for this precinct. This led to the development of this 
UDF being put on hold, and Council subsequently paused development of the UDF in 2022. 
The project was formally recommenced by Council in April 2023, after receiving advice from 
DTP regarding a higher degree of certainty to work through potential access arrangements, as 
well as Council’s need for employment land within the City.  
Council Officers, DTP and UDM prepared and considered multiple potential access options 
over several years. DTP and associated agencies subsequently prepared high-level designs 
which maintain access to the precinct via two intersections. The two-intersection design 
proposed is supported by stakeholders.  
The Background and technical reports were provided to relevant government agencies for 
feedback in early 2026, followed by an agency workshop on 16 June 2026.  
Following revisions based on agency feedback, the draft UDF is now ready for consideration 
by Council to proceed to community consultation. 
Draft Western Freeway Commercial Area UDF 
A draft UDF for this precinct has been prepared. The concept design of the future urban 
structure is shown below Figure 2. The full draft UDF document is attached (Appendix 1).  
The UDF primarily consists of the following land uses: 

• Commercial land (shown in light and dark blue)  

• A small town centre consisting of 2500m2 retail space which is the northern portion of 
the future adjoining Mt Atkinson major town centre to the south (light and dark pink)  

• Future railway station and associated parking (purple)  

• Open space, conservation reserves, and a retarding basin (green) 

• A pedestrianised street/plaza (orange dashed)  
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Figure 2: draft UDF Western Freeway Commercial Area UDF concept plan 

The primary components of UDF include a ‘fine-grained’ town centre organised around the 
town centre park and pedestrianised plaza, with direct connections to the future railway station. 
The town centre will provide a range of retail options and services to both employees in the 
wider precinct as well as commuters utilising the proposed future railway station. The 
commercial area beyond the town centre includes substantial business, large format retail and 
commercial areas that capitalise on access and exposure to the Western Freeway and 
Hopkins Road. The employment area along the western edge provides a transition and 
functional connection to future industrial land to the west of the precinct.  
The draft UDF supports vehicle and active transport, a town centre and linear open green 
space, seeks to preserve a heritage cobblestone roadway and two natural conservation areas. 
The co-location of the town centre and enlarged town centre park will significantly improve the 
amenity of the precinct over the indicative design in the PSP.  
The UDF identifies six Precincts, each with a distinct role, character, and function, which 
together establishes the urban structure of the precinct, while supporting a complementary 
land use framework. These precincts are as follows: 

• Precinct 1 - Railway Corridor 

• Precinct 2 - Core Town Centre 

• Precinct 3 - Commercial Transition 

• Precinct 4 - Transit 

• Precinct 5 - Employment Transition 

• Precinct 6 – Commercial Transport 
The UDF also contains a staging plan linked to the precincts outlined above, as well as the 
development of intersections at Hopkins Road.   
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Road access arrangements  
Access to the precinct is constrained by the Western Freeway, the interchange at the corner 
of the Western Freeway and Hopkins Road, the railway line, and future Outer Metropolitan 
Ring corridor (OMR) to the west. As a result, road access to the precinct is dependent on 
Hopkins Road. Access to the west of the precinct is likely over the long term as the OMR is 
developed, which has no commitment at this stage.  
Planning for State level transport within the vicinity of the UDF has changed substantially since 
the PSP was developed. DTP have proposed alternative access arrangements to the Western 
Freeway since the PSP was developed (Figure 3). There are multiple State projects of 
influence on this UDF, which include: 

• Outer Metropolitan Ring corridor (OMR) 

• Hopkins Road corridor  

• Western Fwy Upgrade Business Case 

• Hopkins Road level crossing removal (complete) 

• Proposed future Mt Atkison Railway Station precinct  
During the development of the UDF, officers have collaborated with DTP to develop 
intersection designs for two access points, noting the precinct is likely to be serviced by heavy 
vehicular traffic in relatively proximity to the town centre. It is recognised the high-level designs 
will require further refinement at the planning permit stage.  

 
Figure 3 Mt Atkinson PSP intersection locations IT01 and IT02. 

DTP’s updated ultimate design for intersection IT-01 is a proposed large intersection which is 
interlinked with other State road projects such as upgrades of the Western Freeway. 
Initial interim access is proposed at the smaller IT-02 intersection and will involve redundant 
works in its ultimate form covered at developer costs. As a result, full build-out of this precinct 
is likely to require the development of IT-01 along with DTP led interchange upgrades to 
Hopkins Road.  
Western Freeway Pedestrian Bridge  
The PSP shows a proposed pedestrian bridge (BR-01) to be delivered over the Western 
Freeway to the north of the precinct Figure 4. 
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Figure 4 Retarding basin and pedestrian bridge 

This bridge would provide a connection to the emerging Kororoit PSP. It would also allow a 
large catchment of residents north of the Western Freeway convenient access to the future Mt 
Atkinson town centre and railway station. DTP have advised due to the OMR on and off ramps, 
the bridge design would need to be revised. 
The draft UDF design has retained the associated land for the bridge as per the PSP in the 
design of the UDF to future-proof the connection. If this link wasn’t provided, delivery of this 
bridge may require future Council advocacy and potentially a planning scheme amendment. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A thriving and well-designed City 

2.3 A City that has well-designed and maintained places and spaces accessible to all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations for the consultation stage of this project, as the 
consultation process will be carried out by Council’s internal teams with costs incurred as part 
of the team’s operational budget. 
The development of the UDF has been landowner funded and as such costs to date have been 
incurred directly by the primary landowner. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
In line with Victoria’s overarching planning framework and the public transparency principles 
of the Local Government Act 2020, Council seeks to engage with the community at all available 
opportunities to promote public transparency in decision making. The ultimate purpose of the 
precinct means the community will be directly and significantly impacted by the design of the 
UDF. 
Previous agency consultation 
The technical reports and Background report were provided to agencies for feedback in early 
2026. A further workshop with relevant agencies was held in June 2026. This included the 
Department of Transport and Planning New Communities which also has an approval role in 
the UDF.  
Proposed community consultation 
To ensure Council is considering the views of stakeholders, Council proposes to run a 
comprehensive community engagement process. Consultation is proposed run for a period of 
four weeks from mid-October to mid-November 2026. Community consultation is consistent 
with recognised standard IAP2 Level 2 ‘Consult.’  
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Consultation is proposed to include the following methods: 

• Physical copies of the UDF will be available at Council’s Civic Centre at 232 High Street, 
Melton, Mt Atkinson Children’s and Community Centre, Caroline Springs Library & 
Learning Hub, and; 

• Online information and a survey via Melton Conversations webpage and Council’s 
website; 

• Notification to key stakeholders, landowners, local community, and Victorian government 
departments via a direct mailout; 

• Two community Drop-in Sessions at Mt Atkinson Children’s and Community Centre 
during the consultation period; 

• Melton City Council social media channels; 

• Newspaper advertisement; 

• Publication of responses to Frequently Asked Questions. 

Stakeholders will include the landowner of the precinct, landowners and occupiers within a 1-
kilometre radius of the precinct boundary, relevant government agencies and authorities, and 
the wider community. 

Council Officers will be available to discuss the UDF with residents and stakeholders.  

A report outlining feedback received, and Officers response, will accompany the final report to 
be presented to Council for endorsement of the UDF.  

6. Risk Analysis 
By releasing the draft UDF and to proceed with community consultation activities, Council can 
risk some negative community feedback and media attention; however, this is managed within 
an acceptable level by normal community engagement planning. This is also a common 
practice for similar strategic planning projects. 
If Council chooses not to release the draft UDF for community consultation period: 
a. The project will be delayed, impacting the delivery of commercial and retail facilities, 

important for employment opportunities for the community. 
b. Council may not receive important feedback from the community and miss the 

opportunity to shape the precinct based on feedback from local residents. 
c. Council exposes itself to the inherent risk associated with a lack of public consultation 

and negative press coverage. 

7. Options 
1. Approve the Draft Western Freeway Commercial Area UDF for community consultation 

for a period of four weeks. 
2. Not approve the Draft Western Freeway Commercial Area UDF for community 

consultation, and seek a further report to be presented to Council for consideration, 
deferring the release of the draft.  

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Draft Western Freeway Commercial Area Urban Design Framework 
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Cr Ramsey departed the Chamber at 7:21pm and returned to the Chamber at 7:23pm. 

12.3 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MATTERS 
Author: Troy Delia - Acting Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on  
17 August 2026 and 17 September 2026 (the minutes). 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed Minutes and the Chair Summary Report for the Audit and Risk 

Committee meetings held 17 August 2026 (provided as Appendices 1 and 2 to this report). 
2. Note the confirmed Minutes and the Chair Summary Report for the Audit and Risk 

Committee meeting held 17 September 2026 (provided as Appendices 3 and 4 to this 
report). 

3. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
within the minutes (Appendices 1 and 3). 

4. Adopt the revised Audit and Risk Committee Charter, provided as Appendix 5. 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Vandenberg. 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed Minutes and the Chair Summary Report for the Audit and Risk 

Committee meeting held 17 August 2026 (provided as Appendices 1 and 2 to this report). 
2. Note the confirmed Minutes and the Chair Summary Report for the Audit and Risk 

Committee meeting held 17 September 2026 (provided as Appendices 3 and 4 to this 
report). 

3. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
within the minutes (Appendices 1 and 3).  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 
1. Executive Summary 

The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 17 August 2026 (Appendix 1) 
are appended to this report. Additionally, a summary Report prepared by the Audit and Risk 
Committee Chairperson, Jeff Rigby, for 17 August 2026 (Appendix 2) is also appended to this 
report. 
The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 17 September 2026  
(Appendix 3) are appended to this report. Additionally, a summary Report prepared by the 
Audit and Risk Committee Chairperson, Jeff Rigby, for 17 September 2026 (Appendix 4) is 
also appended to this report. 
The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 
The Audit and Risk Committee also reviewed its Charter at its meeting on 17 August 2026. 
Changes proposed by the Committee and Management have been incorporated and the 
amended Audit and Risk Committee Charter is appended as Appendix 5 for approval. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Audit and Risk Committee is established by the Council pursuant to Section 53 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  
The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance reporting, 
Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and oversee the 
internal and external audit function.  
The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 and 3 for matters 
that the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  
The Audit and Risk Committee is required to review its Charter biennially. At its meeting on  
17 August 2026 the Charter was reviewed and is appended as Appendix 5, with a track 
changes copy provided as Appendix 6. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Any and all financial considerations are set out within the reports and minutes of the Audit and 
Risk Committee. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 
A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 
Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 
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7. Options 
Council has the option to provide any feedback or direction to the Audit and Risk Committee it 
feels is appropriate on the discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities under the Audit and 
Risk Committee Charter. 
The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 17 August 2026 
2.  Chair Summary Report - 17 August 2026 
3.  Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 17 September 2026 
4.  Chair Summary Report - 17 September 2026 
5.  Audit and Risk Committee Charter 2026 - Clean Copy 
6.  Audit and Risk Committee Charter 2026 - Marked Up 
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Appendix 4 Chair Summary Report - 17 September 2026 
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Cr Vandenberg departed the Chamber at 7:29pm. 

12.4 LEADWEST JOINT DELEGATED COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Troy Delia - Acting Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting held 
on 2 September 2026 and the LeadWest 2025/26 Annual Report. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting 
held on 2 September 2026 and the LeadWest 2025/26 Annual Report, provided as Appendix 1 
and 2 respectively to this report. 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Majdlik. 
That Council note the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting 
held on 2 September 2026 and the LeadWest 2025/26 Annual Report, provided as Appendix 1 
and 2 respectively to this report. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The purpose of the LeadWest Committee is to oversee the preparation and implementation of 
the LeadWest Strategic Plan and identified sub projects as adopted and agreed by member 
Councils. 
The minutes attached to this report are the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint 
Delegated Committee meeting held on 2 September 2026. Also attached to this report is the 
2025/26 Annual Report. 

2. Background/Issues 
The LeadWest Committee was established as a Joint Delegated Committee pursuant to 
section 64 of the Local Government Act 2020 (Act), with the Cities of Brimbank, Hobsons Bay, 
Maribyrnong, Melton, and Wyndham, on and from 1 August 2021. 
It has delegated powers and functions in an Instrument of Delegation and Schedule and has 
Terms of Reference that govern its operations, meeting, and reporting arrangements.  
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Attached to this report are the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated 
Committee meeting held on 2 September 2026 and the 2025/26 Annual Report, provided as 
Appendix 1 and 2 respectively. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making 

4. Financial Considerations 
The ongoing budget for the LeadWest Committee will include two components. Firstly, to 
deliver the projects in the four-year implementation plan, recommendations will be made to 
member Councils for consideration in each Council’s annual budgeting process. Secondly, a 
payment of a base contribution to apply equally to all Councils.   

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The LeadWest Committee provides a mechanism for a regional approach to advocacy and the 
delivery of a Strategic Plan. The LeadWest Strategic Plan is underpinned by a rolling 
implementation plan which will be delivered by teams from across the member councils 
implementing specific projects. This Plan was prepared following extensive consultation 
including a focus on engaging Councillors from the member Councils. 

6. Risk Analysis 
The legal framework for the LeadWest Committee structure is pursuant to s.64 of the Local 
Government Act 2020.  There is no perceived risk in the recommendation contained within this 
report. 

7. Options 
That Council note the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee and 
the 2025/26 Annual Report as per the recommendation to this report. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Unconfirmed Minutes LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee Meeting - 2 September 

2026 
2.  Annual Report LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee - 2025/26 
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Cr Vandenberg returned to the Chamber at 7.31pm 

12.5 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Troy Delia - Acting Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 3 of this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Heritage Advisory Committee – 11 August 2026 
2. Disability Advisory Committee – 20 August 2026 
3. Policy Review Panel – 3 September 2026  

Motion 
Crs Turner/Ramsey. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 3 of this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Heritage Advisory Committee – 11 August 2026 
2. Disability Advisory Committee – 20 August 2026 
3. Policy Review Panel – 3 September 2026.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act), Council has the power to 
create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
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2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2025/26 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 6 and 24 November 2025. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.  

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Heritage Advisory Committee 11 August 2026 
2.  Disability Advisory Committee 20 August 2026 
3.  Policy Review Panel 3 September 2026 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and administrative 
actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated within Council’s 
recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the meeting and detailed 
in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a broad 
area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions are 
substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 
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7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 11 August 2026 
2.  Disability Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 20 August 2026 
3.  Policy Review Panel Minutes - 3 September 2026 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

A report was received from Cr Dr Zada. 

Reports were received from Cr Turner, Cr Vandenberg, Cr Verdon Cr Majdlik and Cr 
Abboushi. 
Cr Dr Zada departed the Chamber at 7:47pm and returned to the Chamber at 7:50pm. 
A report was received from Cr Morris. 
Cr Vandenberg departed the Chamber at 7.50pm and returned to the Chamber at 
7.51pm. 
A report was received from Cr Ramsey. 
Condolence Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Verdon. 
Cr Ramsey moved a Motion of Condolences for Syd Elliott from the Melton City Council. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, 
Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
A report was received from Cr Shannon. 
Cr Shannon departed the Chamber at 7.59pm and returned to the Chamber at 8.01pm. 
A report was received from Cr Carli. 
 

Condolence Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Shannon. 
Cr Abboushi moved a Motion of Condolence to Elias Boutros Zada on behalf of the 
Melton City Council. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, 
Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

Cr Morris departed the Chamber at 8.06pm. 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 1007 (CR RAMSEY) - ELECTION COMMITMENTS 
Councillor: Sophie Ramsey 

 

NOTICE: 
That Council receives a report, prior to the Victorian State Election, outlining election commitments 
and timelines, made by the major parties that align with Melton City Council's endorsed advocacy 
priorities. 

Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Majdlik. 
That Council receives a report, prior to the Victorian State Election, outlining election commitments 
and timelines, made by the major parties that align with Melton City Council's endorsed advocacy 
priorities.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 1008 (CR DR ZADA) - PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR THORNHILL PARK AND MOUNT ATKINSON TRAIN STATIONS 

Councillor: Phillip Zada 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council requests Officers to: 
1. Undertake preliminary discussions with the Victorian Government, using existing resources, 

to establish its willingness to consider a partnership, including a potential public-private 
partnership, to deliver these stations and whether ongoing revenue opportunities for Council 
could form part of such an arrangement.  

2. If the Victorian Government is supportive of considering a partnership, seek written in 
principle confirmation of that willingness.  

3. Provide Council with a brief update on whether the concept may be possible and any 
suggested next steps, without undertaking detailed feasibility work or committing Council to 
project funding or a partnership. 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Shannon. 
That Council requests Officers to: 
1. Undertake preliminary discussions with the Victorian Government following the State 

election outcome, using existing resources, to establish its willingness to consider a 
partnership, including a potential public-private partnership, to deliver these stations and 
whether ongoing revenue opportunities for Council could form part of such an arrangement.  

2. If the Victorian Government is supportive of considering a partnership, seek written in 
principle confirmation of that willingness.  

3. Provide Council with a brief update on whether the concept may be possible and any 
suggested next steps, without undertaking detailed feasibility work or committing Council 
to project funding or a partnership. 

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg and Zada 
Against: Cr Verdon 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
Cr Morris returned to the Chamber to the Chamber at 8.08pm. 
Cr Ramsey called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg and Zada 
Against: Cr Verdon 
Abstained: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 1011 (CR SHANNON) - MASTER PLAN REVIEW 
MACPHERSON PARK RECREATION RESERVE 

Councillor: Julie Shannon 
 

NOTICE: 
That Officers provide a report to a future meeting of Council regarding the status of the existing 
MacPherson Park Master Plan that outlines: 
1. Projects completed to date included cost of completion. 
2. Status of any current projects of the plan being delivered.  
3. Projects that remain outstanding and the forecast year for implementation consistent with 

Council’s infrastructure pipeline. 
4. Where there is land with no future identified activation, clarification provided on options for 

future consideration to activate this land. 
5. Opportunity for a user group stakeholder workshop on the status of the plan and how user 

groups can input future projects / development of the reserve for consideration. 

Motion 
Crs Shannon/Ramsey. 
That That Officers provide a report to a future meeting of Council regarding the status of the 
existing MacPherson Park Master Plan that outlines: 
1. Projects completed to date included cost of completion. 
2. Status of any current projects of the plan being delivered.  
3. Projects that remain outstanding and the forecast year for implementation consistent with 

Council’s infrastructure pipeline. 
4. Where there is land with no future identified activation, clarification provided on options for 

future consideration to activate this land. 
5. Opportunity for a user group stakeholder workshop on the status of the plan and how user 

groups can input future projects / development of the reserve for consideration.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Cr Carli advised the meeting of her intention to vacate the Chair for Items 14.5 and 14.8 and asked 
Cr Dr Zada as Deputy Mayor, if he would like to take the Chair for those items. Cr Dr Zada confirmed 
that he did not wish to assume the Chair.  The Mayor then called for a motion nominating a Councillor 
to assume the Chair Items 14.5 and 14.8. 
 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 
Nominate Cr Abboushi to assume the Chair for Items 14.5 and 14.8. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Cr Vandenberg 

CARRIED 
 
Cr Carli vacated the Chair and departed the Chamber at 8.12pm due to a General Conflict of Interest 
in Item 14.5 and Cr Abboushi assumed the Chair. 
 
Cr Ramsey departed the Chamber at 8.15pm and returned to the Chamber at 8.18pm. 
 
14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 1012 (CR VANDENBERG) - VOTE OF NO CONFIDENCE  

Councillor: Ashleigh Vandenberg 
 

NOTICE: 
I hereby move the following Notice of Motion: 
For a vote of no confidence in Mayor Lara Carli. 
Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Verdon. 
I hereby move the following Notice of Motion: 
For a vote of no confidence in Mayor Lara Carli.  
 
Procedural Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey.  
That the Motion be now put. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Cr Vandenberg 

CARRIED 
The substantive motion was put to the vote: 
For: Cr Vandenberg 
Against: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Zada 
Abstained: Cr Verdon 

LOST 
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Cr Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: Cr Vandenberg 
Against: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Zada 
Abstained: Cr Verdon 

The Chair declared the Motion LOST 
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Cr Carli returned to the Chamber and resumed the Chair at 8.39pm. 
 
14.6 NOTICE OF MOTION 1013 (CR VANDENBERG) - WESTERN FREEWAY 

UPGRADE 
Councillor: Ashleigh Vandenberg 

 

NOTICE: 
That Council writes to the Victorian Government’s Department of Transport and Planning to: 
1. Seek confirmation of firm timelines on when the Western Freeway upgrade will commence; 

and  
2. Seek clarification as to why Active Transport connections from Melton to Caroline Springs 

do not form part of the project scope in accordance with Department of Transport and 
Planning Guidelines and request that Active Transport connections be included in the scope 
of works to provide the opportunity for integrated walking and cycling opportunities along 
the Western Highway.  

Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Shannon. 
That Council writes to the Victorian Government’s Department of Transport and Planning to: 
1. Seek confirmation of firm timelines on when the Western Freeway upgrade will commence; 

and  
2. Seek clarification as to why Active Transport connections from Melton to Caroline Springs 

do not form part of the project scope in accordance with Department of Transport and 
Planning Guidelines and request that Active Transport connections be included in the scope 
of works to provide the opportunity for integrated walking and cycling opportunities along the 
Western Highway.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.7 NOTICE OF MOTION 1014 (CR VANDENBERG) - BARNARDS ROAD 
Councillor: Ashleigh Vandenberg 

 
Cr Verdon departed the Chamber at 8:46pm and returned to the Chamber at 8:47pm. 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council officers provide an explanation on the reasoning behind not including Barnards Road 
with a roundabout, including information on any changes to original plans for a roundabout, and 
resident complaints. 

Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Majdlik. 
That Council officers provide an explanation on the reasoning behind not including Barnards Road 
with a roundabout, including information on any changes to original plans for a roundabout, and 
resident complaints.  
 
For: Crs Majdlik, Turner, Vandenberg and Verdon 
Against: Crs Abboushi, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon and Zada 
Abstained: Cr Carli 

The Mayor declared the Motion LOST 
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Cr Carli vacated the Chair and Cr Abboushi assumed the Chair at 8.49pm. 
 
14.8 NOTICE OF MOTION 1015 (CR CARLI) - COUNCILLOR CONDUCT 

FRAMEWORK 
Councillor: Lara Carli 

 

NOTICE: 
That Council writes to Victorian Local Government Minister and Shadow Local Government 
Minister seeking a review of the Councillor Conduct framework, including: 
1. The delays associated with the hearing and determination of applications of Internal 

Arbitration and Councillor Conduct Panels. 
2. The use of rate payer funded insurance premiums to provide legal representation to 

Councillors defending applications through the Councillor Conduct processes. 
3. Legislative gaps which may allow parties to avoid or delay participation in Councillor Conduct 

Processes. 
4. Reforms directed at removing the ability of VCAT, on review of any subsequent finding of 

misconduct or serious misconduct, to stay any sanction imposed as a result of that 
subsequent finding. 

Motion 
Crs Carli/Zada. 
That Council writes to Victorian Local Government Minister and Shadow Local Government 
Minister seeking a review of the Councillor Conduct framework, including: 
1. The delays associated with the hearing and determination of applications of Internal 

Arbitration and Councillor Conduct Panels. 
2. The use of rate payer funded insurance premiums to provide legal representation to 

Councillors defending applications through the Councillor Conduct processes. 
3. Legislative gaps which may allow parties to avoid or delay participation in Councillor 

Conduct Processes. 
4. Reforms directed at removing the ability of VCAT, on review of any subsequent finding of 

misconduct or serious misconduct, to stay any sanction imposed as a result of that 
subsequent finding.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
Cr Carli called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  



MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 

Page 354 

Cr Abboushi vacated the Chair and Cr Carli resumed the Chair at 9.15pm. 

15. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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16. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Major Maintenance Contracts - Performance Report 2025/26 

(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.2 Contract No. 26-108 - Weir Views Pedestrian Bridge No. 2 - Design & Construct 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.3 Contract No. 26-176 - Civil Works Design Panel 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.4 Contract No. 26-177 - Parks Contractor Panel 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.5 Contract No. 26-369 - Annual Sealed Road Renewal (Asphalt) Program 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.6 Contract No. 26-393 - Annual Un-Sealed Road Re-sheeting Program 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  

Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Abboushi. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
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16.1 Major Maintenance Contracts - Performance Report 2025/26 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.2 Contract No. 26-108 - Weir Views Pedestrian Bridge No. 2 - Design & Construct 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.3 Contract No. 26-176 - Civil Works Design Panel 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.4 Contract No. 26-177 - Parks Contractor Panel 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.5 Contract No. 26-369 - Annual Sealed Road Renewal (Asphalt) Program 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.6 Contract No. 26-393 - Annual Un-Sealed Road Re-sheeting Program 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and 
Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
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Cr Ramsey returned to the Chamber to the Chamber at 9.21pm. 

17. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9.22pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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