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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MELTON CIVIC CENTRE,  
232 HIGH STREET MELTON ON 27 JULY 2026 AT 6:00 PM 

 
 
Present: Cr Lara Carli (Mayor) 

Cr Dr Phillip Zada (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr Steven Abboushi 
Cr Kathy Majdlik 
Cr Brandi Morris 
Cr Sophie Ramsey 
Cr Julie Shannon 
Cr Bob Turner 
Cr John Verdon 

 
 

Roslyn Wai Chief Executive Officer 
Liz Rowland Chief Financial Officer 
Sam Romaszko Director City Futures 
Troy Scoble Director City Life 
Neil Whiteside Director City Delivery 
Emily Keogh Head of Governance 
Renee Hodgson Manager Governance 
Troy Delia Senior Coordinator Governance 
 

 
 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Carli, opened the meeting at 6.00pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil.  

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 
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5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil. 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 22 June 2026 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 22 June 2026 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS 
  
 

 

• Monday 15 June 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 22 June 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 6 July 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 15 June 2026, 22 June 2026, and 
6 July 2026 provided as Appendices 1 to 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Turner. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 15 June 2026, 22 June 2026, and 
6 July 2026 provided as Appendices 1 to 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 15 June 2026 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 22 June 2026 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 6 July 2026 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

Nil.  
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

9.1 PETITION - TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES ON BLACK DOG DRIVE, MELTON 
  
 

SUMMARY 
A petition has been received containing 34 signatories requesting traffic calming measures be 
installed on Black Dog Drive near Arnolds Creek, Melton, to protect local wildlife. 
The petition states:  
“We, the undersigned, respectfully request that Melton City Council install speed bumps or other 
appropriate traffic calming measures on Black Dog Drive near Arnolds Creek to reduce vehicle 
speeds and protect ducks and other wildlife that regularly cross the road. We note that similar 
measures have been taken in Bacchus Marsh and Daylesford. 

Reasons for the petition: 
Residents have observed ducks, including families with ducklings, frequently crossing Black Dog 
Drive near Arnolds Creek and at times being killed by oncoming traffic. This residential area with a 
creek and green space attracts ducks and other birds, but current traffic speeds increase the risk 
of vehicle-wildlife collisions. These incidents harm local wildlife and can endanger drivers. We also 
believe these measures would also benefit the safety of children at Brookfield Children's Centre 
located nearby. 

Requested action: 
We kindly ask that Council investigate installing speed bumps or suitable alternatives (such as 
raised crossings, wildlife signage with reduced speed limits, or other engineering solutions) on the 
relevant section of Black Dog Drive. Please assess this as part of Council’s road safety and 
environmental plans.” 

The petition meets the requirements of Council’s Governance Rule 64. 
 

Section 64.8 of Council’s Governance Rules requires that: if a petition, joint letter, memorial 
or other like application relates to an operational matter, Council must refer it to the Chief 
Executive Officer for consideration. 

This petition was referred to the CEO, who will advise the lead petitioner of the outcome. 
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10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.     

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Submitter: Eunice Franco 

Question asked of Council Response 

Currently Station road and Exford 
road in Melton/Melton South is wide 
enough to easily convert from the 
current single lane to dual lanes, with 
this in mind, will the council consider 
upgrading it into a major corridor for 
north south connections in Melton? 

Council acknowledges that this corridor 
experiences congestion, particularly 
during peak periods, and understands 
the community’s desire to improve 
north–south connectivity through 
Melton and Melton South.  
Traffic assessments indicate that 
delays along this corridor are primarily 
associated with intersection 
performance rather than the operation 
of the road between intersections. The 
removal of the level crossings in the 
area is also expected to significantly 
reduce delays and improve traffic flow.  
Based on this, at this stage, Council 
does not have plans to duplicate 
Station Road or Exford Road between 
the existing duplicated section and 
Bridge Road.  
Council will continue to monitor network 
performance and prioritise investments 
that provide the greatest benefit to the 
wider transport network.  

Submitter: Christine Bordon 

Question asked of Council Response 

Residents would like to know what 
action the council is taking in 
response to the concerns raised in the 
petition submitted to Council 25 May 
2026, titled ‘Impact of Odour and 
Noise Emitting from Banchory Grove, 
Hillside’. The impact of the complaints 
is ongoing and not been addressed. 
Woolworths have now sold the 
shopping Centre and we are left 
without the rectifications they had 
promised to put in place. 

Council understands the concerns 
raised by residents regarding air 
quality, odour and noise.  
Council has responded to enquiries to 
advise that mitigation measures such 
as additional filtration and noise 
attenuation panels have been 
implemented by either the individual 
occupants or the landowner.  

 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 JULY 2026 

Page 13 

Council is having these measures 
independently assessed, to understand 
their effectiveness. We expect this 
assessment will take a period of 30 
days for tests and reports to be 
completed when the assessments 
commence. 
We remain committed to ensuring 
compliance with the Planning and 
Environment Act. 

Submitter: Christine Bordon 

Question asked of Council Response 

How long  is it going to take to rectify 
the issues raised in the petition, titled 
‘Impact of Odour and Noise Emitting 
from Banchory Grove, Hillside’? We 
have been going through this since 
before the shopping centre opened. 

An independent assessment has been 
commissioned to understand the 
effectiveness of mitigation measures 
undertaken by either individual 
occupants or the landowner.  
Once Council has been able to 
consider the information required, the 
petitioner and other interested parties 
will be notified of Council’s position and 
any next steps. 

Submitter: Ace Fyfield 

Question asked of Council Response 

Is there any future investment 
planning for a modern aquatic centre 
and library in Melton South at Mount 
Carberry Recreation Reserve located 
right near the Melton Railway Station? 

Over the past 18 months, Council has 
been developing a City of Melton 
Aquatic and Leisure Strategy to guide 
the future provision of which will guide 
aquatic facilities and services across 
the City. A community engagement 
process regarding the high level 
strategic principles closed yesterday.  
The current direction plan is for the 
attendance catchment of the City in the 
next 20 years, a two centre model - 
regional level facility at Fraser Rise and 
a second district level facility in the City.  
There is no planning for an additional 
library at the Mt Carberry Recreation 
Reserve. To expand and provide great 
er access to current library services 
Council has recently launched its 
Mobile Library van which will be visiting 
many locations across the City. 
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Submitter: Melissa Bonavia 

Question asked of Council Response 

What specific actions is Melton City 
Council taking to protect and preserve 
the Green Wedge status of the 
Western Plains Green Wedge in 
relation to the proposed Syncline AI 
Data Centre, and will Council formally 
oppose any planning outcome that 
would compromise the purpose and 
integrity of this protected land? 
 

Council understands that a formal 
proposal for the AI Data centre referred 
to in this question, has not been lodged 
with the State Government.  
Under the current planning provisions, 
data centres are considered a "utility 
installation" and therefore a permit 
required land use under the zone. 
Council will consider any future 
proposal on its merits through the 
relevant statutory process at the 
appropriate time, to inform Council’s 
position.  

Submitter: David Young 

Question asked of Council Response 

Is there a timeline yet on naming a 
shelter after Barry Taylor at 
cobblebank athletics track as voted on 
12 months ago at council meeting? 

Council has been engaging with 
Geographic Names Victoria for 
confirmation that they will consider the 
proposed name aligns with the naming 
rules. The community consultation for 
the naming of the facility in 
commemoration of Barry Taylor, will go 
live on Wednesday 28 July 2026. 

Submitter: Kelsey Brookes 

Question asked of Council Response 

Why are Moreton Homestead and 
other valuable community services 
being closed without appropriate 
community consultation with those 
involved? 

To confirm, Moreton Homestead is not 
being closed. Some of the services 
specifically related to Aged Care 
Service Delivery will no longer operate 
in the same way at this facility from 30 
June 2027 when Council's current 
agreement to provide the 
Commonwealth Home Support 
Program ends. Council will continue to 
play an important role in supporting our 
older community with accessing 
services and providing programs. We 
will be in contact with the submitter with 
further information. 
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Submitter: Roynae Mayes 

Question asked of Council Response 

Is Council aware of the environmental, 
health and resource impacts that 
accompany hyper scale data centres? 

Council understands concerns 
regarding potential environmental, 
health and resource considerations 
which may be associated with 
hyperscale data centres.  
Any formal proposal relating to data 
centres in the City would need to be 
assessed through the relevant statutory 
planning process, including 
consideration of applicable planning 
controls, environmental impacts, 
infrastructure and servicing 
requirements, and any community and 
authority submissions received. 

Submitter: Roynae Mayes 

Question asked of Council Response 

What does Council plan to do when 
the data centres, built prior to 
regulation, begin disrupting the health 
and well being of their communities? 

Any formal proposal relating to data 
centres in the City would need to be 
assessed through the relevant statutory 
planning process, including 
consideration of applicable planning 
controls, environmental impacts, 
infrastructure and servicing 
requirements, and any community and 
authority submissions received.  
Council cannot comment on how it may 
manage any change or introduction to 
regulations, in the future.  

Submitter: Karen Austria 

Question asked of Council Response 

Given the unprecedented scale of the 
proposed Victorian AI Hub, will Melton 
City Council advocate that the 
Victorian Government require an 
independent Health Impact 
Assessment and Social Impact 
Assessment, in relation to not only 
noise, air quality and heat, but also 
surveillance, data monetisation, 
automation, copyright, housing 
affordability, property values and 
community wellbeing before any 
planning approval? 

Council will consider its position in 
accordance with standard statutory 
planning processes, if and when it 
receives formal notification of an 
application.  
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Submitter: Karen Austria 

Question asked of Council Response 
Given community concerns about 
consultation and the concentration of 
data centres in Melbourne's west, 
what commitments will Melton City 
Council seek from the developer and 
Victorian Government to ensure 
transparency and community benefit 
before any approval in relation to 
enforceable commitments on local 
jobs, independent environmental 
monitoring, energy and water 
reporting, Green Wedge protection, 
and ongoing community oversight? 

Council understands that a formal 
proposal for the AI Data centre referred 
to in this question, has not been lodged 
with the State Government. Council is 
aware of the concerns and questions 
being raised by the community in 
relation to Data Centre proposals 
generally. Council will consider any 
future proposal on its merits through the 
relevant statutory process at the 
appropriate time, to inform Council’s 
position. 

Submitter: Nethmi Nalawattage 

Question asked of Council Response 
Like other local councils (Whittlesea 
City Council) in Victoria, why won’t 
Melton City Council respond to 
community concerns and make a 
submission to the state government 
opposing the approval of the data 
centres until the following has 
occurred:  
• federal regulatory legislation is 

passed, 
• community concerns raised, 
• an independent environment, 

health and social impact 
assessment has occurred, and 

• a cost benefit analysis has been 
conducted that includes all 
hidden impacts. 

Council understands community 
concerns being raised about data 
centres, including environmental, 
health, infrastructure and social 
impacts.  
Council will continue to seek 
appropriate information, assessment 
and community consideration to ensure 
any position it takes is evidence-based, 
transparent and in the best interests of 
our City. 
Council is engaging with the Victorian 
State Government on Data Centres. 

Submitter: Nethmi Nalawattage 

Question asked of Council Response 
What information has been made 
available to Melton City Council about 
these proposed data centres in the 
City of Melton? 

Where Council is notified of state led 
statutory planning processes, Council is 
provided with documentation to support 
consideration of the planning 
application.  
As it relates to the current proposals 
being considered by the Victorian State 
Government, the information made 
available to Council is the same 
information available via the the 
Development Facilitation Program 
website which is publicly available.  
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In relation to the prospective Plumpton 
site, Council has also received a copy 
of the information provided adjoining 
landowners.  

Submitter: Ella Bourne 

Question asked of Council Response 

Given the significant community 
concern, including more than 3,000 
residents signing a petition opposing 
the Plumpton AI data centre, why has 
Melton City Council not called for a 
moratorium on proposed AI data 
centres until their long-term impacts 
are better understood? 

Council is aware of the community’s 
emerging questions and concerns in 
relation to data centres and will 
consider these matters in respect of 
any position Council forms.  
Council has not considered supporting 
a moratorium on data centre approvals. 
 

Submitter: Ella Bourne 

Question asked of Council Response 

Does Melton City Council have 
confidence that the Victorian 
Government’s Planning Facilitation 
Program adequately protects 
community consultation, or does it 
have concerns that the program 
prioritises fast-tracked development 
over local input? 

Council cannot comment as we do not 
have detailed knowledge of the 
Planning Facilitation Program as this is 
a function of the Victorian Government. 
We note that mechanisms set out by 
the Planning and Environment Act 
enable the consideration of planning 
protections by the responsible authority. 
  

Submitter: Anthony Stevens 

Question asked of Council Response 

Is Melton Council concerned of the 
negative impacts these AI data 
centers impose to residence and the 
environment during and after 
construction? 

Council is concerned about negative 
impacts and is seeking to understand 
more about data centres proposed 
within the City of Melton. 
Any formal proposal relating to data 
centres in the City would need to be 
assessed through the relevant statutory 
planning process, including 
consideration of applicable planning 
controls, environmental impacts, 
infrastructure and servicing 
requirements, and any community and 
authority submissions received. 
 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 JULY 2026 

Page 18 

Submitter: Anthony Stevens 

Question asked of Council Response 
Is Melton Council concerned that itself 
and its constituents are being 
bypassed by the Victorian 
Government when these AI data 
centers are planned and approved? 

Council does not determine whether an 
application is made to Council or the 
Department of Transport and Planning. 
The process set out in the Planning and 
Environment Act is consistent, 
irrespective of who acts as the 
responsible authority. 

Submitter: Supun Senadeera 

Question asked of Council Response 
When will the Melton Council deliver 
in improving the liveability and 
accessibility to the Caroline Springs 
Station by duplicating Christies Road 
(as a baseline minimum project)? 

Council shares your concern regarding 
congestion and accessibility around 
Caroline Springs Train Station. 
The section of Christies Road between 
Ballarat Road and Caroline Springs 
Train Station is managed by the 
Victorian Government’s  Department of 
Transport and Planning, not Council.  
As a result, any future duplication or 
major upgrade of this road corridor 
would require Victorian Government 
funding, planning and delivery. 
Council recognises the importance of 
improving access to the station and 
continues to advocate to the Victorian 
Government for investment in the 
corridor, including road duplication and 
interchange improvements to address 
congestion and support future growth. 

Submitter: Supun Senadeera 

Question asked of Council Response 
What strategies and bargaining will 
the Melton City Council do to ensure 
that the state and federal 
governments fund and deliver 
electrification of the Melton train line 
by 2030 as sought in the 'Let's Get the 
City of Melton Moving' campaign? 

Council understands that transport is 
our community’s number one priority 
and has long advocated for state and 
federal investment in roads and public 
transport. Council’s Let’s Get the City of 
Melton Moving campaign is calling on 
all major parties to commit to invest in 
critical road upgrades and the 
electrification of the Melton line along 
with additional stations at Mt.Atkinson 
and Truganina. Throughout the 
campaign Council will be engaging with 
candidates and major parties, relevant 
Ministers and Shadow Ministers to seek 
a commitment for the electrification of 
the Melton Line by 2030.  
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Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question asked of Council Response 

Council's public statement of 16 July 
2026 identifies concerns about 
industrial land, water and energy 
consumption, infrastructure impacts 
and comparatively low long-term 
employment benefits associated with 
proposed data centres. Has Council 
commenced, or does it intend to 
commission, independent 
investigations or modelling to ensure 
its submissions to the State 
Government are evidence-based and 
properly represent the interests of the 
community? 

Council is committed to further research 
with key stakeholders to understand the 
potential impacts based on evidence. 
 

Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question asked of Council Response 

In accordance with the last meeting of 
Council, reference was made to the 
“Moving Melton” transport campaign. 
Given that the Moving Melton 
Integrated Transport Strategy was 
originally prepared more than 11 
years ago, what outcomes can be 
directly attributed to this 
comprehensive transport plan? 

The Moving Melton Integrated 
Transport Strategy has been an 
important foundation for Council’s 
transport planning, infrastructure 
prioritisation and advocacy over the 
past decade. While many major 
transport projects require Victorian 
Government funding and delivery, the 
strategy has helped Council identify 
and communicate the transport 
investments required to support the City 
of Melton’s rapid growth. 
Key outcomes influenced by the 
strategy include upgrades to Melton 
and Rockbank stations, planning for 
Calder Park Station, improvements to 
the Woodgrove bus interchange, the 
removal of level crossings, partial 
duplication of Melton Highway, and 
advocacy-supported intersection 
upgrades at locations such as High 
Street/Norton Drive, High 
Street/Coburns Road and Hopkins 
Road/Boundary Road. 
The strategy continues to guide 
Council’s transport planning and 
advocacy, ensuring infrastructure 
priorities are aligned with the City’s 
long-term growth and transport needs. 
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Submitter: Beth Linsdell 

Question asked of Council Response 

Will Melton City Council commit to 
supporting a moratorium on further 
data centre approvals, until 
independent studies on water usage, 
energy demand, traffic, noise, and 
community health impacts are 
completed and made public, to ensure 
better protections for our residents? 

Council has not considered supporting 
a moratorium on data centre approvals. 

Submitter: Beth Linsdell 

Question asked of Council Response 

What specific actions will Melton City 
Council as a whole take to ensure that 
resident health, amenity, and 
community protections are prioritised 
above developer interests in any 
decision on data centres? 

Council will consider its position in 
accordance with standard statutory 
planning processes, if Council receives 
formal notification of an application. 
This will include consideration of 
feedback Council has received in 
relation to the proposals.  
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 DIGGERS REST BUILDING NAME - FINAL APPROVAL  
Author: Sian Rainford - Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the proposed final name for endorsement for the new community building in Diggers 
Rest for submission to Geographic Names Victoria. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the recommended name of the new building will be “Diggers Rest Community 

Centre” 
2. Endorse submission of a proposal to Geographic Names Victoria to approve “Diggers Rest 

Community Centre” as the final name.  
3. Authorise Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to give 

effect to this Resolution. 
Motion 
Crs Verdon/Ramsey. 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the recommended name of the new building will be “Diggers Rest Community 

Centre” 
2. Endorse submission of a proposal to Geographic Names Victoria to approve “Diggers Rest 

Community Centre” as the final name.  
3. Authorise Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to give 

effect to this Resolution.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council is delivering a new community facility in Diggers Rest, expected to open in January 
2028. The facility will include kindergarten facilities, maternal and child health services, and a 
library lounge.  
Council must now undertake a process to name the Community Centre to ensure there is 
clear identification to support a well-planned City and ease of reference for the community 
and emergency services. Council should seek to finalise the ultimate name, as soon as 
practicable, so appropriate signage and advertising processes can occur in advance of the 
official opening. 

2. Background/Issues 
Council is a naming authority pursuant to the Geographic Place Names Act 1998. Council’s 
authority to name places is derived from the section 10 of the Local Government Act 2020, 
schedule 10 part 5 of the Local Government Act 1989 and section 11 of the Road 
Management Act 1998. As a naming authority, Council may initiate or receive requests from 
the community and other stakeholders to name publicly owned features, roads and localities. 
The Naming Rules and Council’s Place Naming Policy, Council’s Place Naming Policy (the 
Policy) provides the process for naming within the City of Melton. The Policy sets out a two-
step process for the naming of Significant Features such as the Building. The detailed 
process it outlined in the Consultation section of this report.   
The Naming Rules contain thirteen (13) naming principles, being:  

• Principle A – Ensuring public safety  

• Principle B – Recognising the public interest 

• Principle C – Linking the name to place  

• Principle D – Ensuring names are not duplicated  

• Principle E – Recognition and use of Traditional owner languages  

• Principle F – Names must not discriminate or be offensive  

• Principle G – Gender equality  

• Principle H – Dual names  

• Principle I – Using commemorative names  

• Principles J – Using commercial and business names  

• Principle K – Language  

• Principle L – Directional names to be avoided  

• Principle M – Assigning extend to a road, feature or locality 

Council’s Place Naming Policy identifies the following four themes, as of particular 
importance in place naming across the City of Melton.  

• Principle C – Linking the name to Place 

• Principle E – Recognition and use of traditional owner languages 

• Principle G – Gender Equality  

• Principle I – Using Commemorative Names  
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In accordance with the Policy, where the preferred naming theme is Theme Two: 
Recognition and use of traditional owner language, Council will seek the name/s from the 
Traditional Owner Group directly. If the Traditional Owner Group does not consent to the use 
of traditional owner language for the nominated feature, the second preferred naming theme 
will be utilised. 
If Theme Two is the preferred naming theme, only traditional owner language names that are 
provided by the Traditional Owner Group, will be provided for further consideration by 
Council. No names which are not traditional owner language names, will be proposed 
alongside the shortlisted traditional owner language names.  
The community engagement process to vote on the preferred naming theme and to make a 
naming suggestion commenced on 5 March on Council’s Conversations Page and shared on 
Council’s social media and closed on 3 April 2026. There were sixteen (16) votes on the 
preferred naming theme with ‘Linking the name to place’ receiving 50% of the votes for the 

3. Background/Issues 
Council is a naming authority pursuant to the Geographic Place Names Act 1998. Council’s 
authority to name places is derived from the section 10 of the Local Government Act 2020, 
schedule 10 part 5 of the Local Government Act 1989 and section 11 of the Road 
Management Act 1998. As a naming authority, Council may initiate or receive requests from 
the community and other stakeholders to name publicly owned features, roads and localities. 
The community engagement process to vote on the preferred naming theme and to make a 
naming suggestion commenced on 5 March on Council’s Conversations Page and shared on 
Council’s social media and closed on 3 April 2026. There were sixteen (16) votes on the 
preferred naming theme with ‘Linking the name to place’ receiving 50% of the votes for the 
naming theme. On 27 April 2026, it was resolved:  

That Council: 

1. Resolve that the Naming Theme for the new community building in Diggers Rest 
will be “Linking the name to place” 

2. Resolve that the five shortlisted names, are:  

a. Diggers Rest Community Centre 

b. Golden Sun Children’s and Community Centre 

c. Volcanic Plains Children’s and Community Centre 

d. Goldfields Community Centre – Diggers Rest 

e. Vineyard Road Children’s and Community Centre  

3. Publish a public notice on Council’s website for a period of no less than thirty (30 
days) and in the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly and Sunbury and Macedon 
Ranges Star Weekly and any other manner as Council’s Chief Executive Officer 
determines, stating:  

a. The selected Naming Theme is “Linking the name to place” 

b. The community is invited to vote on one of the five shortlisted names, listed 
in the above point 2;   

c. that following closing of the consultation period, Council will consider all 
votes and a report will be presented to a future meeting of Council where a 
final decision will be made on the name. 

4. Authorises Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary 
to give effect to this Resolution. 
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4. Issues / Opportunities 
Pursuant to the 27 April resolution, a second round of community engagement commenced 
on 8 May 2026 inviting the community to vote on their preferred naming, from the shortlist.  
6 votes were received via Council’s Conversations Page, with four (4) votes for Diggers Rest 
Community Centre, one (1) vote for Volcanic Plains Childrens and Community Centre and 
one (1) vote for Vineyard Road Childrens and Community Centre. No other responses were 
received. A summary of the data is outlined below: 

 
GNV have indicated that Diggers Rest Community Centre is likely to be supported, though 
have noted that their preference is that names have three words or less and twenty-five 
words or less. As the suburb name is two words, Officers consider that the proposed name, 
will be acceptable, noting the ultimate decision, sits with GNV. 

5. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

6. Financial Considerations 
The financial considerations of this report are associated with the signage to be installed on 
and surrounding the Building. These costs are already accounted for as part of the project. 
All other costs of registering the name, will be absorbed in the operating budget of the Legal 
and Property team.  

7. Consultation/Public Submissions 
In line with the Policy, the shortlisted names were subject of a second community 
consultation stage, which allowed the community to vote for their preferred name.  
A notice was published on Council’s Conversations Page between 8 May 2026 and 14 June 
2026. A notice was published in the Melton & Moorabool Star Weekly on Tuesday 9 June, 
and the Sunbury & Diggers Rest Weekly on Tuesday 9 June.  
No objections or submissions were made against the name.  

8. Risk Analysis 
Naming of Significant Features is an important step in ensuring the community are involved 
in the way this Building will be recognised as an important element of the City of Melton. 
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The risk of not deciding on a final name and submitting it to Geographic Names Victoria for 
support, risks that Council is non-compliant with its Place Naming Policy, and will not be 
upholding the principles of engagement by involving the community in decision making and 
implementing those decisions appropriately.  

9. Options 
Council may:  
1. Resolve in line with the recommendations set out in this report and endorse the name 

of the Building to be “Diggers Rest Community Centre” to be submitted to Geographic 
Names Victoria; 

2. Not resolve in line with the recommendations set out in this report.  

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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At 6.27pm, Cr Verdon departed the Chamber and returned to Chamber at 6.28pm 

 
12.2 COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM ROUND JANUARY - MARCH 2026 

Author: Susie Prestney - Manager Healthy Connected Communities 
Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To advise Council of the outcomes of the January - March 2026 assessment of Community Grants 
Program. 
 

RECOMMENDATION:  

That Council note the community Grant Program for January – March 2026 for the 2025/2026 
financial year. 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Turner. 

That Council note the community Grant Program for January – March 2026 for the 2025/2026 
financial year.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council recognises the importance of supporting community groups, not-for-profit 
organisations and individuals. Council’s Grants Program assist in the achievement of our 
strategic objectives.  
Applications for the Jan-Mar 2026 Community Grants Program were accepted from  
1 January to 31 March 2026. A total of 19 applications were submitted and 14 met the 
eligibility criteria for assessment. Ineligible and unsuccessful applicants have been provided 
feedback to assist them in resubmitting for a future round of funding. 
A total of $236,551 has been awarded in the 2025/2026 financial year up to 31 December 
through the Community Grants Program. 
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2. Background/Issues 
2.1 Community Grants Program 
The Community Grants program provides year-round access to the community through 
quarterly assessments. Applicants can apply for grants of up to $5,000 in one of the following 
categories: 

• The Arts: Building community connections, expressing creativity and local culture 
through the arts. 

• Sports & Hobbies: Increasing participation and accessibility of sports and hobbies. 

• Healthy & Safe Living: Promoting a safer, healthier, and more connected municipality. 

• Festivals & Events: Celebrating diversity and unity, bringing people together to 
strengthen social connections. 

• Environment & Nature: Reducing our environmental footprint and protecting and 
enhancing the City of Melton’s natural environment. 

The objective is to ensure equitable distribution of funding across the five categories, 
although actual allocations are determined by received applications. To promote all elements 
of the program, officers are actively encouraging applications in all categories across the 
whole City. 
Applications were assessed against the Council adopted Community Grants and Fund Policy 
to ensure consistency with adopted policy and procedures. An overview of the applications 
provided at Appendix 1. 
2.1 Community Grants Program Assessment  
The Assessment Panel operates under the adopted Terms of Reference and adheres to 
strict confidentiality and disclosure requirements as an Advisory Committee of Council. Panel 
members and Grant/Project Officers must disclose any conflicts of interest involving 
applicants. The Governance team advises on managing conflicts during the assessment and 
authorisation process. 
The Assessment Panel deliberates on funding allocations during their meetings, and 
recommendations require formal approval from Council’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO).  
The Panel for this assessment round consisted of representatives from the following wards: 

• Watts 

• Cambridge  

• Coburn 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A healthy and inclusive community 

1.1 A connected community where people have equitable access to local activities, events, 
programs and services. 

4. Financial Considerations 
4.1 Community Grant Round Jan - Mar 2026 
14 applications approved for funding in the round totalling $44,672.  
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The following table illustrates total spend for the 2025-26 financial year and cumulative 
spend for the 2025-26 financial year. 

Round Approved $ Cumulative Spend % 
(YTD Plan) 

Cumulative Spend % 
(YTD Actual) 

May-Jun 2025 $58,987 17% 19.7% 

Jul-Aug 2025 $108,723 33% 55.9% 

Sep-Oct 2025 $37,842 50% 68.5% 

Nov-Dec 2025 $30,999 67% 79% 

Jan-Mar 2026 $44,672 100% 94% 

Total YTD Approved/ 
Recommended: 

$281,493   

FY25/26 Budget 
Remaining: 

$ 18,507   

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The following promotional and training activities were undertaken to support potential 
applications for the Community Grants Program:  

• One-on-one meetings  

• Emails to previous unsuccessful Community Grant applicants encouraging to reapply 

• Website and social media promotion 

6. Risk Analysis 
Council’s Community Grants Program strictly adhere to the relevant Policies, Guidelines and 
Terms of Reference to reduce and mitigate risks associated with the administration of this 
program. Risks related to conflict of interest are managed through declarations of interests 
and conflicts of interests from all relevant parties.  

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Note the report as per the officer’s recommendation; or  
2. Request further clarification in relation to the report. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Overview of Community Grants Round Jan-Mar 2026 - CONFIDENTIAL 
  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 JULY 2026 

Page 35 

12.3 INSTRUMENT OF DELEGATION TO CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Author: Troy Delia - Senior Coordinator Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT  
To seek the approval of Council of the updated Instrument of Delegation from Council to the 
Chief Executive Officer. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council, in the exercise of the power conferred by s.11(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 
2020 (Act), resolves that: 
1. There be delegated to the person holding the position, or acting in or performing the duties, 

of Chief Executive Officer the powers, duties, and functions set out in the Instrument of 
Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer (Instrument) provided as Appendix 1 to this report, 
subject to the conditions and limitations specified in the Instrument. 

2. The Instrument comes into force immediately the Common Seal of Council is affixed to the 
Instrument; 

3. On the coming into force of the Instrument, all previous delegations to the Chief Executive 
Officer are revoked. 

4. The duties and functions set out in the Instrument must be performed, and the powers set 
out in the Instrument must be executed, in accordance with any guidelines or policies of 
Council that it may from time to time adopt. 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Verdon. 
That Council, in the exercise of the power conferred by s.11(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 
2020 (Act), resolves that: 
1. There be delegated to the person holding the position, or acting in or performing the duties, 

of Chief Executive Officer the powers, duties, and functions set out in the Instrument of 
Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer (Instrument) provided as Appendix 1 to this report, 
subject to the conditions and limitations specified in the Instrument; 

2. The Instrument comes into force immediately the Common Seal of Council is affixed to the 
Instrument; 

3. On the coming into force of the Instrument, all previous delegations to the Chief Executive 
Officer are revoked; and 

4. The duties and functions set out in the Instrument must be performed, and the powers set 
out in the Instrument must be executed, in accordance with any guidelines or policies of 
Council that it may from time to time adopt. 

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 
1. Executive Summary 

A Council may, by Council resolution, make an Instrument of Delegation and delegate to a 
member of its staff a range of powers, duties or functions of a Council under the Local 
Government Act 2020 (Act), or any other applicable Act. 
This report presents the Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer to Council for 
approval.  
This Instrument will allow for the proper and efficient use of Council’s powers by enabling the 
Chief Executive Officer to undertake the day-to-day management of the organisation in a 
timely and responsive manner. 

2. Background/Issues 
Well-constructed Instruments of Delegation are important, as a person exercising a 
delegation is effectively ‘standing in the shoes of the Council’. A decision made under 
delegation is a decision of the Council. A delegation in force does not prevent Council from 
making the decision. 
The current Instrument of Delegation from Council to the CEO was approved by Council at 
its meeting held 26 May 2025 and came into effect upon the Common Seal of Council being 
affixed on 26 May 2025. It was updated at that time to incorporate legislative updates 
provided by Maddocks Lawyers. 
This Instrument has been reviewed and updated to reflect changes, specifically with respect 
to expenditure limitations, in relation to insurance premiums and emergency services 
volunteers fund levy.  
The updated Instrument will allow for the proper and efficient use of Council’s powers by 
enabling the Chief Executive Officer to undertake the day-to-day management of the 
organisation in a timely and responsive manner. 
The Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer is presented to Council for 
approval, with updates highlighted in yellow. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The recommendation has no direct financial consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
There is no requirement for public consultation in this process. 

6. Risk Analysis 
The same risks apply in decision making by Officers as for decisions by Council.  Namely 
that the decision could be tainted by conflict of interest, be ultra vires and may be subject to 
administrative review by a Court or Tribunal. 
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7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1.  Adopt the Recommendation as presented. 
2.  Amend the Instrument of Delegation as presented. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer - July 2026 
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12.4 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 to 3 of this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee - 11 June 2026 
2. Disability Advisory Committee – 18 June 2026 
3. Policy Review Panel – 2 July 2026 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Morris. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 to 3 of this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee - 11 June 2026 
2. Disability Advisory Committee – 18 June 2026 
3. Policy Review Panel – 2 July 2026  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act), Council has the power to 
create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
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2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2025/26 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 6 and 24 November 2025. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.  
 

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 11 June 2026 
2.  Disability Advisory Committee 18 June 2026 
3.  Policy Review Panel 2 July 2026 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
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It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee Minutes - 11 June 2026 
2.  Disability Advisory Committee Minutes – 18 June 2026 
3.  Policy Review Panel Minutes - 2 July 2026 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports were received from Crs Zada, Shannon, Morris, Ramsey, Abboushi, Verdon, 
Majdlik, Turner and Carli. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 1003 (CR DR ZADA) - TRANSPORT RESILIENCE FOR THE 
MELTON LINE AND WESTERN HIGHWAY CORRIDOR 

Councillor: Phillip Zada 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. Writes to the Premier of Victoria, relevant State and Federal Ministers, local State and 

Federal Members of Parliament, V/Line, the Department of Transport and Planning, ARTC 
and Telstra expressing Council’s concern about the significant impact of the recent Telstra 
network outage on V/Line services used by Melbourne’s west, seeking: 
a. a funding commitment for the Melton Line electrification and new stations at Mt 

Atkinson and Thornhill Park to be delivered by 2030  
b. improved V/Line reliability, bus reform, upgrades to the Western Highway/Western 

Freeway and supporting arterial road network to be treated as priority transport 
resilience projects for Melbourne’s west. 

c. urgent advice on rail communication redundancy, backup systems and contingency 
arrangements to reduce the risk of a similar outage again causing widespread rail 
disruption before the Melton Line is electrified, 

d. stronger replacement transport and passenger management arrangements for the 
western growth corridor during rail disruptions; and 

2. Incorporates the impacts of this outage into Council’s ongoing advocacy for Melton Line 
electrification, Western Highway/Western Freeway upgrades, bus reform and improved 
transport resilience across the City of Melton. 

3. Provides a copy of Council’s correspondence to LeadWest, neighbouring western councils 
and the Municipal Association of Victoria. 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Abboushi. 
That Council: 
1. Writes to the Premier of Victoria, relevant State and Federal Ministers, local State and 

Federal Members of Parliament, V/Line, the Department of Transport and Planning, ARTC 
and Telstra expressing Council’s concern about the significant impact of the recent Telstra 
network outage on V/Line services used by Melbourne’s west, seeking: 
a. a funding commitment for the Melton Line electrification and new stations at Mt 

Atkinson and Thornhill Park to be delivered by 2030  
b. improved V/Line reliability, bus reform, upgrades to the Western Highway/Western 

Freeway and supporting arterial road network to be treated as priority transport 
resilience projects for Melbourne’s west. 

c. urgent advice on rail communication redundancy, backup systems and contingency 
arrangements to reduce the risk of a similar outage again causing widespread rail 
disruption before the Melton Line is electrified, 

d. stronger replacement transport and passenger management arrangements for the 
western growth corridor during rail disruptions; and 
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2. Incorporates the impacts of this outage into Council’s ongoing advocacy for Melton Line 
electrification, Western Highway/Western Freeway upgrades, bus reform and improved 
transport resilience across the City of Melton. 

3. Provides a copy of Council’s correspondence to LeadWest, neighbouring western councils 
and the Municipal Association of Victoria.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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15. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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16. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Contract No. 23-041 - Plumpton Aquatic and Leisure Centre - Project Management, 

Quantity Surveyor and Superintendent Services - Variation 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  
 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
 
16.1 Contract No. 23-041 - Plumpton Aquatic and Leisure Centre - Project Management, 

Quantity Surveyor and Superintendent Services - Variation 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.   

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 

Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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17. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 7.14pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 


	Cover
	Table of Contents
	1. Opening Prayer and Reconciliation statement
	2. Apologies and Leave of Absence
	3. Changes To the Order of Business
	4. Deputations
	5. Declaration of Any Pecuniary Interest, Other Interest or Conflict of Interest of Any Councillor
	6. Adoption and Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meetings
	7. Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors
	7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors

	8. Correspondence Inward
	9. Petitions and Joint Letters
	9.1 Petition - Traffic Calming Measures on Black Dog Drive, Melton

	10. Resumption of Debate or Other Business Carried over from a Previous Meeting
	11. Public Question Time
	12. Presentation of Staff Reports
	12.1 Diggers Rest Building Name - Final Approval
	12.2 Community Grants Program Round January - March 2026
	12.3 Instrument of Delegation to Chief Executive Officer
	12.4 Advisory Committees of Council - Aggregated Meeting Minutes

	13. Reports From Delegates Appointed To Other Bodies and Councillor Representations and Acknowledgements
	14. Notices of Motion
	14.1 Notice of Motion 1003 (Cr Dr Zada) - Transport Resilience for the Melton Line and Western Highway Corridor

	15. Urgent Business
	16. Confidential Business
	16.1 Contract No. 23-041 - Plumpton Aquatic and Leisure Centre - Project Management, Quantity Surveyor and Superintendent Services - Variation

	17. Close of Business



