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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MELTON CIVIC CENTRE,  
232 HIGH STREET MELTON ON 27 APRIL 2026 AT 6:03 PM 

 
 
Present: Cr Dr P Zada (Deputy Mayor) 

Cr S Abboushi 
Cr K Majdlik 
Cr B Morris 
Cr S Ramsey 
Cr J Shannon 
Cr B Turner 
Cr A Vandenberg 
Cr J Verdon 

 
 

R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
S Romaszko, Director City Futures 
L Rowland, Chief Financial Officer 
T Scoble, Director City Life 
N Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
E Keogh, Head of Governance 
R Hodgson, Manager Governance 
T Delia, Senior Coordinator Governance 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Deputy Mayor, Cr Zada opened the meeting at 6.03pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

The Mayor Cr Carli submitted an apology for the meeting. 

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil. 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 23 March 2026 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Abboushi. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 23 March 2026 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS 
  
 

 

• Monday 16 March 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 23 March 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 16 March 2026 and 23 March 
2026 provided as Appendices 1 and 2 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Morris. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 16 March 2026 and 23 March 
2026 provided as Appendices 1 and 2 respectively to this report, be received and noted.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

Nil.  

9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Nil.  

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.     

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Submitter: Srinivasan Palanisamy 
Question asked of Council Response 

The community welcomed the 
announcement of the $1.9 million 
intersection upgrades for Exford Road at 
both Wilson Road and Northcott Street in 
the 2025/2026 planning. Given the 
importance of these intersections for 
local traffic flow and safety, what is the 
current timeline for delivery, and when 
can residents expect to see works begin 
on-site? 

The Exford Road/Wilson Road and Exford 
Road/Northcott Street Intersection 
Upgrade Project is in the final design and 
approvals stage. 
Service relocation works are expected 
to commence on this site in the next six 
months with construction works 
anticipated to commence in 2027, subject 
to Award of Contract.  

Submitter: Lochlan Greene 
Question asked of Council Response 

Will Melton City Council consider 
revisiting and implementing a 2021 
proposal to upgrade Station Rd and 
Brooklyn Rd to a signalised intersection?  
This proposal received strong community 
support. This intersection is currently a 
single lane roundabout, which is routinely 
throughout the day (and night) a choke 
point which will only get worse and worse 
as the area continues to “boom”. This 
was put forward to the community in 
2021 and since then it is needed now 
more than ever. 

In 2021 Council officers investigated an 
upgrade of the Station Road and Brooklyn 
Road intersection, including signalisation, 
noting at the time the nearby level 
crossing was expected to remain in place.  
The proposed signals were intended to 
help manage traffic flows, particularly 
when level crossing boom gates were 
operating. 
Since that time, the delivery of the level 
crossing removal project has changed 
traffic conditions in the area and will 
provide improved network performance.  
As a result, Council considers it 
appropriate to reassess the operation of 
this intersection once the level crossing 
works are complete and traffic patterns 
have stabilised. 
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Cr Majdlik departed the Chamber at 6.10pm. 

Submitter: Lochlan Greene 
Question asked of Council Response 

Will the council consider abandoning the 
minor adjustment works scheduled for 
Northcott Street & Wilson Road 
intersections which do not cause any real 
problems for local residents, and instead 
focus on the major daily congestion at 
Brooklyn Rd & Station Street intersection 
which is a major choke point for local 
residents travelling to and from Melton 
South & the nearby Railway Station. 
Melton is the fastest growing region in 
the state and deserves better 
intersections around the railway station 

Council officers note that the Coburns 
Road and Station Street intersections on 
Brooklyn Road experience congestion, 
particularly during peak travel periods, and 
understands the impact this has on 
residents travelling to and from Melton 
South and the railway station. 
Council manages and prioritises 
intersection upgrades across the City 
based on safety risk, network 
performance, available funding and 
external approvals 
The works planned for the Northcott Street 
and Wilson Road intersections are being 
delivered in response to demonstrated 
road safety concerns identified through the 
Victorian Government’s Safe Local Roads 
and Streets Program. These projects are 
specifically focused on reducing crash risk 
and improving safety outcomes, rather 
than addressing congestion, and are 
funded on that basis.  

  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 APRIL 2026 

Page 12 

Submitter: Kaitlyn Williams 
Question asked of Council Response 
With the State Government’s 3-week 
closure of Hopkins Road imminent, large 
volumes of diverted traffic are expected 
to impact Troups Road North and 
Leakes Road in Rockbank. What specific 
mitigation measures has Melton City 
Council implemented or formally 
requested to minimise congestion and 
ensure the safety of residents on these 
council owned roads and continuity of 
access to Rockbank residents in and out 
of surrounding estates? 

Council is aware that the Victorian 
Government’s temporary closure of 
Hopkins Road is expected to result in 
increased traffic volumes on surrounding 
roads and notes the communities 
concerns about congestion, safety and 
access to and from local estates during 
this period. 
Council officers have raised these 
concerns with the Victorian Government 
project team responsible for the works and 
has advised that the road closure will have 
impacts on the local community that must 
be appropriately managed. Under the 
legislative framework governing this 
project, the Victorian Government is 
required to develop and implement a 
traffic management and guidance scheme 
that addresses the impacts of diverted 
traffic and demonstrates to Council how 
safety and access will be maintained. 
While Council does not determine the 
traffic management solutions for external 
State-led projects, it will continue to liaise 
with the project team to ensure local 
impacts are identified and addressed. 

Cr Majdlik returned to the Chamber at 6.13pm. 

Submitter: Kaitlyn Williams 
Question asked of Council Response 

If adequate mitigation measures are not 
already in place for Troups Rd Nth & 
Leakes Rd, will Melton City Council 
commit to implementing urgent 
temporary traffic management prior to 
the Hopkins Road closure? 

The Hopkins Road works are managed by 
the Victorian Government’s Level 
Crossing Removal Project Team, and the 
design and implementation of detour 
routes and associated traffic management 
sit with that agency. 
Council’s Traffic and Transport Team has 
been actively liaising with the Level 
Crossing Removal Project Team and have 
raised concerns about the proposed 
detours and the impacts on the 
surrounding local road network, including 
Leakes Road and Troups Road North.  
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Submitter: Ronald Drewitz 
Question asked of Council Response 

Is it possible for the Shire to provide a 
double axle trailer for me (Ron Drewitz - 
long time resident) to pick up from the 
Shire to pick up rubbish along Melton 
roadsides and take to the tip. It needs to 
be Shire Marked so I can get in free. I will 
try to arrange with other retirees to assist 
in collecting some of this rubbish. 

Thank you for your interest in keeping our 
City clean.  
Council will not be able to provide a trailer 
to collect rubbish due to the complexities 
of risk and insurance, however, Council’s 
Waste and Cleaning Operations team will 
be in contact to discuss other potential 
options for supporting your efforts. 
Council also encourages residents to 
report dumped rubbish to Council for 
investigation and removal. 

Submitter: Rahul Purumandla 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could you please provide the total 
amount of developer contributions 
collected to date for the Rockbank area, 
and the total amount of those funds that 
have been spent on infrastructure within 
Rockbank (excluding Aintree)? 

Council has received $57.7 million in 
developer and community infrastructure 
levies from the inception of the Rockbank 
Precinct Structure Plan. Of these funds 
collected, $40.0 million has been spent on 
infrastructure in Rockbank. As per the 
Precinct Structure Plan, developer and 
community infrastructure levies collected 
cannot be used to fund infrastructure 
elsewhere and the funds not yet spent will 
contribute to future infrastructure within 
Rockbank.   

Submitter: Rahul Purumandla 
Question asked of Council Response 
Given these safety concerns and the 
difficulty pedestrians face in crossing 
Leakes Road, could the council please 
consider installing a pedestrian crossing 
with traffic signals? If this road falls 
under state jurisdiction, could the council 
advocate to the relevant authority on 
behalf of the community? 

Council is progressing the Leakes Road / 
Wescott Parade intersection upgrade 
project which will see the delivery of a new 
roundabout and appropriate pedestrian 
crossing facilities designed to improve 
safety and accessibility.  Construction of 
this project is planned to commence in the 
2026/27 financial year. 
Further south of the railway crossing on 
Leakes Road, Council officers are 
assessing additional options to improve 
pedestrian facilities, noting any identified 
projects will need to be considered as part 
of Council’s Annual Budget process for 
funding consideration.  
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Submitter: Ace Estevez 
Question asked of Council Response 

On the back of Motion 997, can the 
council advise on the date when the 
letter was sent to the Victorian Minister of 
planning for suburb designation of Mt 
Atkinson? 

 Correspondence was sent regarding 
suburb designation discrepancies on 26 
March 2026.  
 

Submitter: Ace Estevez 
Question asked of Council Response 

As part of council advocacy efforts to 
alleviate against service disadvantage for 
Mt Atkinson still tagged as Truganina 
suburb, did council investigate about an 
existing AusPost Parcel Locker already 
in place since Mid Dec'25 before 
organising a 2nd AusPost parcel in 
Mar'26 located only 1 Km away from 
each other? 

The parcel lockers located the Mt Atkinson 
Children’s and Community Centre were 
approved prior to the installation of lockers 
at the nearby location. It was determined 
that there was sufficient demand to 
warrant both locations. Council is 
continuing to work with Australia Post to 
determine future sites for parcel lockers 
across the City.  

Submitter: Seema Sharma 
Question asked of Council Response 

Can Council confirm the agreed 
completion date outlined in the 
development agreement between the 
City of Melton and the Mt Atkinson Estate 
developers for the Mt Atkinson East 
Sports Precinct? 

Pursuant to the section 173 agreement 
between Council and the developer, the 
agreed timeline for delivery of the 
developer delivered elements of the Mt 
Atkinson East Sports Precinct is 30 June 
2028.  
This does not include the elements of the 
project which will be delivered by Council, 
following the developer delivered work.   

Submitter: Seema Sharma 
Question asked of Council Response 
Has Council prepared any internal 
review, report, or lessons-learned 
document outlining the causes of delays 
in achieving sod-turn readiness for the 
Mt Atkinson East Sports Precinct? If so, 
will this document be made publicly 
available? 

There is no review, document or report as 
referred to in the question. 
A learning implemented, is Council no 
longer applies for grant funding for 
projects that are not within its approved 
capital plan. 
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Submitter: Gaurav Sharma 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on the total 
count of projects included in the council 
advocacy document for the upcoming 
state elections? 

Council’s refreshed advocacy focus was 
announced in January 2026. 
Advocacy priorities take a whole of city 
approach to seek investment in services 
and infrastructure and are grouped under 
six themes being: 

• Employment and Investment 
Attraction 

• Transport 
• Education and Skills 
• Health and Wellbeing 
• Environment, and  
• Financial Sustainability.   
Under each theme sits a wide range of 
investment needs aimed at creating 
opportunity, supporting liveability, 
attracting investment and delivering equity 
in access to transport, education and 
services. 
Council will continue to advocate for the 
needs of our city in the lead up to the 
Victorian election with a focus on more 
investment in roads and public transport. 

Submitter: Gaurav Sharma 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on the total 
count of projects directly benefiting 
residents of Mt Atkinson community 
included in the council advocacy 
document for the upcoming state 
elections? 

Council’s Advocacy priorities take a whole 
of city approach to seek investment in 
services and infrastructure that aim to 
benefit all City of Melton residents.  
With investment in roads and public 
transport a focus for the upcoming State 
election advocacy projects relevant to 
Mt.Atkinson include the Western Highway 
upgrade, duplication of Hopkins Road, the 
electrification on the Melton line including 
a new station at Mt.Atkinson. 
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Submitter: Swetang Pandya 
Question asked of Council Response 

On the back of Motion 997, can the 
council please advise on the date when 
the letter was sent to the Victorian 
Minister of health regarding health & 
disability services misalignment due to 
missing suburb designation for Mt 
Atkinson ? 

The letter was sent on 26 March 2026.  

Submitter: Swetang Pandya 
Question asked of Council Response 
Could the council please advise if a 
response has been received from 
Victorian Minister of health for Mt 
Atkinson services misalignment ? 

A response from the Minister for Health 
has not yet been received.  

Submitter: Lalima Joshi 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on reasons for 
delay in commencement of the upgrades 
for the Middle Road in Truganina which 
was included in the Melton Council 
budget in 2025-26 and has now been 
included again in 2026-27 ? 

The Middle Road project has not been 
delayed and is progressing as planned, 
noting the project was included in both the 
2025/26 and 2026/27 budgets because it 
is being delivered across multiple stages, 
rather than as a single-year construction 
activity. 
Projects of this nature require a range of 
external approvals and technical work 
before construction can commence. This 
includes processes such as a Cultural 
Heritage Management Plan, drainage 
design and approvals, and other statutory 
and service authority requirements.  
Funding is therefore allocated across 
different financial years to support 
planning, design, approvals and 
construction phases as the project 
progresses. 
Construction for the Middle Road upgrade 
is currently planned to commence in the 
2026/27 financial year, consistent with the 
adopted budget and project program. 
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Submitter: Lalima Joshi 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise what measures 
are been undertaken to expedite the 
delivery of upgrade for the Middle Road 
in Truganina which is the key detour for a 
strained Hopkins Road ? 

To support timely delivery, Council officers 
are actively progressing the required 
planning, design and external approval 
processes needed ahead of construction. 
This includes advancing statutory 
approvals, coordinating technical 
investigations such as drainage design, 
and working with relevant external 
agencies to address approval 
requirements as efficiently as possible. 
These activities are being undertaken in 
parallel where practicable to ensure the 
project is construction-ready within the 
planned timeframe. 
While Council must follow established 
legislative and approval processes, this 
approach helps minimise delays and 
supports commencement of construction 
in the 2026/27 financial year as 
programmed. 

Submitter: Ricky Christian 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise if the matter of 
suburb designation discrepancies for Mt 
Atkinson was covered during the Mayor's 
meeting with the Victorian and Federal 
MPs? 

No, these meetings are intended to 
discuss City of Melton wide topics in 
accordance with Council’s adopted 
advocacy priorities.  
This matter was the subject of direct 
correspondence to the relevant Ministers 
as required by the Notice of Motion. 

Cr Vandenberg departed the Chamber at 6.22pm. 

Submitter: Ricky Christian 
Question asked of Council Response 
Could the council advise the sequence 
of advocacy prioritisation for duplication 
of Taylor road, Grand Boulevard and 
Caroline Springs Boulevard? 

Council takes any opportunity to advocate 
on road projects required for our City. 
Parts of Caroline Springs Blvd have been 
duplicated and Taylors Rd is included in 
Council’s endorsed Advocacy priorities. 
Grand Blvd is still in development stages 
with substantial work still to occur 
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Submitter: David O'Connor 
Question asked of Council Response 

Despite all the promises associated with 
the municipal status change from Shire 
to City, would Council please summarise 
the realised outcomes of the change, 
including the need to seek access to the 
Growth Areas Infrastructure Contribution 
funds fourteen years on? 

We are not aware of promises made at the 
time that Melton became a City – but 
welcome the submitter to provide specific 
examples that we can follow up. The 
Growth Areas Infrastructure Contribution 
(GAIC) is a State Government levy 
imposed on growth areas. GAIC existed 
when Melton was a Shire as well as a 
City. 

Submitter: David O'Connor 
Question asked of Council Response 

Would Council consider the introduction 
of a library kiosk for Diggers Rest similar 
to those which are currently provided to 
residents within the City of Hume through 
Hume City Council? 

Currently, Diggers Rest is served by a 
Library Access Point located in the 
Diggers Rest Family Services Centre, 
Corner of Houdini Drive and Plumpton 
Road.   
Council has plans to extend library service 
delivery in the new Diggers Rest 
Children’s and Community Centre with a 
Library Lounge the first in the city. This is 
a space to work, study and browse a 
select range of library items with a self-
checkout station for borrowing and 
returns. 
Council is launching a Mobile Library Van 
in June, which will provide further access 
to the library collection. 

Cr Vandenberg returned to the Chamber at 6.23pm. 

Submitter: Preetinder Bajwa 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise if a planning 
permit request has been submitted for 
the Mt Atkinson Major Town Centre? 

A planning permit application has not been 
lodged for the Mt Atkinson Town Centre. 

Submitter: Preetinder Bajwa 
Question asked of Council Response 
Could the council advise on the next 
steps for engaging with Victorian MPs on 
the back of the letter sent to Victorian 
Minister for Planning regarding suburb 
designation discrepancies for Mt 
Atkinson ? 

Council is awaiting a response to the 
correspondence sent on 26 March 2026 to 
determine any next steps. 
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Submitter: Santosh Mohan 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on the count of 
responses received from Victorian 
Ministers or MPs on the back of the letter 
sent to Victorian Minister for Planning 
regarding suburb designation 
discrepancies for Mt Atkinson? 

One response was received last week 
from Senator Katy Gallagher. A copy of 
this response will be tabled in the Agenda 
for next month’s Council Meeting.  

Submitter: Santosh Mohan 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on the last 
interaction between Council and the 
developers of the Mt Atkinson Major 
Town Centre? 

The last interaction with the developer of 
the Mt Atkinson major Town Centre was in 
February 2026. Council is awaiting a 
formal planning permit application to 
facilitate Stage 1 of the town centre.   

Submitter: Pawan Kaur 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise if a planning 
permit has been issued for a proposed 
mobile tower at 2 Roundtop Road, 
Truganina? 

A planning permit application has not been 
lodged for a mobile tower at 2 Roundtop 
Road, Truganina.  

Submitter: Pawan Kaur 
Question asked of Council Response 
Could the council advise advise on its 
last interaction for the proposed mobile 
tower at 2 Roundtop Road, Truganina? 

A planning pre-application discussion 
occurred in July 2025 for a proposed 
mobile tower at 2 Roundtop Road in 
Truganina. Further meetings to discuss 
the proposal were held at the end of 2025 
and in February 2026. No further 
discussions have occurred. 

Submitter: Girish Khara 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on the number 
of contributions received during the 
Melton Council 2026-27 budget 
consultation phase from Mt Atkinson and 
other communities in the current-day 
Truganina? 

Council received 47 Council Plan and 
Budget Ideas from community members 
living in the suburbs of Deanside & 
Truganina or the Mt. Atkinson estate. This 
includes mutiple contributions which may 
have been for the same idea or topic.  
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Submitter: Girish Khara 
Question asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on the number 
of contributions shared during the Melton 
Council 2026-27 budget consultation 
phase by residents of Mt Atkinson and 
other communities in the current-day 
Truganina that have been included in the 
draft Melton Council 2026-27 Budget? 

Of the 47 Council Plan and Budget Ideas 
received from community members living 
in the suburbs of Deanside & Truganina or 
the Mt. Atkinson estate, 28 ideas are 
proceeding or partially proceeding and 
have funding as part of the Proposed 
2026-27 Budget. Council will undertake 
advocacy work to State or Federal 
government on a further 7 ideas which sit 
outside of Council's direct service delivery 
responsibilities, and 12 ideas are not 
proceeding as part of the Council Plan and 
Budget process for 2026-27.  

 
Procedural Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Abboushi. 
That Council, pursuant to Governance Rule 62.3, extend Public Question Time by 20 minutes. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against:Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Submitter: Jaksha Shah 
Question asked of Council Response 

What % of council budget was allocated 
to by council to support in making Mt 
Atkinson welcoming, safe, and 
sustainable city through three core 
themes: a healthy and inclusive 
community, a thriving and well-designed 
city as per the council strategy in year 
2024,2025 and 2026? Please be specific 
with numbers. 

Council’s services and capital 
infrastructure investment is determined by 
assessing needs and asset conditions 
across the entire City.  As such, the 
breakdown of the total budget by 
individual areas is not captured.  
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Submitter: Jaksha Shah 
Question asked of Council Response 
Question to the mayor - Does council 
have a dedicated plan to support the 
infrastructure growth of Mt Atkinson and 
neighbouring estates based on its own 
strategy to ensure the community is 
inclusive and thriving ? Please be 
specific in your responses. 

The Mt Atkinson Precinct Structure Plan 
and associated Infrastructure 
Contributions Plan provide the appropriate 
framework to ensure local level 
infrastructure is planned for and delivered 
as development and subdivision 
continues. 
The Infrastructure Contributions Plan 
identifies all the relevant local level 
infrastructure needed to support the 
growth of the Mt Atkinson area. 

Submitter: Wayne Williams 
Question asked of Council Response 

Would council consider temporary traffic 
lights at Lightsview and Leakes 
intersection in Rockbank until either 
permanent lights are installed, the new 
Rockbank Rd is delivered, or at least for 
duration of Hopkins closure to allow 
Rockbank ratepayers to exit safely? 

The Lightsview Boulevard and Leakes 
Road intersection is planned to ultimately 
operate as a roundabout, reflecting its 
function as a local road intersection rather 
than a signalised arterial junction. 
Temporary traffic signals at this location 
are therefore not supported based on 
current traffic volumes and the longer-term 
network design. 
Council is advocating to the Victorian 
Government to progress Rockbank Road, 
including associated rail and interchange 
upgrades, as a key longer-term solution. 

Submitter: Wayne Williams 
Question asked of Council Response 
To help ratepayers understand what 
actions are being taken, would council 
please describe the types of invoices 
paid using $68k for “pre-planning” in 
2025-2026 budget when the master plan 
is already completed and separately the 
money proposed for 26-27 budget for 
Rockbank East sports reserve, or is 
council using infrastructure funding to 
pay for internal operational salaries? 

All projects include labour costs for the life 
of a project.  
As part of project development, funding is 
required for early planning activities for the 
project such as a design consultant, site 
condition investigations, and other 
approvals. Over the next 12 months, 
expenditure is expected to focus primarily 
on design development and obtaining the 
necessary planning and statutory 
approvals. 

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING  
At 6:32pm the Deputy Mayor declared the meeting be adjourned for a period of 2 minutes to 
enable the rectification of technical issues affecting the audio visual equipment used to live stream 
the Council meeting. 
At 6:35pm the meeting was resumed. 
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Cr Ramsey returned to the Chamber at 6.35pm. 

12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 MELTON CITY COUNCIL DRAFT BUDGET 2026/2027 
Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 

Presenter: Liz Rowland - Chief Financial Officer  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
For Council to consider the proposed Annual Budget 2026/27 to be published for community 
feedback for a period of two weeks from 28 April 2026 to 12 May 2026. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council, in accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act 2020: 
1. Notes the proposed Annual Budget 2026/27 (including planned recurrent and Capital Works 

budget, and proposed Schedule of Fees and Charges (Appendix 1) 
2. Endorses for community feedback for a period of two weeks from 28 April 2026 to 12 May 

2026 the proposed Annual Budget 2026/27 prior to Council considering adoption of the final 
proposed Council Annual Budget 2026/27 at its Scheduled Meeting on 22 June 2026. 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Shannon. 
That Council, in accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act 2020: 
1. Notes the proposed Annual Budget 2026/27 (including planned recurrent and Capital Works 

budget, and proposed Schedule of Fees and Charges (Appendix 1) 
2. Endorses for community feedback for a period of two weeks from 28 April 2026 to 12 May 

2026 the proposed Annual Budget 2026/27 prior to Council considering adoption of the final 
proposed Council Annual Budget 2026/27 at its Scheduled Meeting on 22 June 2026.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Cr Abboushi called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

The Chair declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council’s proposed Annual Budget 2026/27 has been prepared with 
consideration of the Community Vision and the objectives as set out in the Council and 
Wellbeing Plan 2025-2029 and in accordance with Council’s 10 Year Financial Plan and 
legislative obligations.  
The draft 2026/27 Annual Budget proposes Melton City Council’s largest annual capital 
works program of $255.2 million to deliver vital infrastructure required within the City and to 
support services that are valued and needed by our community. The community had an 
opportunity to make budget submissions at the commencement of the budget preparation 
process in November 2025 and were invited to present their ideas to Councillors on 1 March 
2026.  
The proposed budget is presented following internal review in consultation with officers and 
Councillors. 

2. Background/Issues 
Council commenced the budget preparation process for 2026/27 in November 2025. The 
budget has been prepared in line with the 10 Year Financial Plan and considers the growing 
needs of the community, service delivery demands, and initiatives put forward by the 
community and Councillors.  
The Local Government Act 2020 requires that Council prepare a budget for each financial 
year, and that the budget contains the following information: 
• Financial statements in the form and containing the information required by the 

regulations 

• A description of the services and initiatives to be funded in the budget and a statement 
as to how the services and initiatives will contribute to achieving the strategic 
objectives specified in the Council Plan 

• Major initiatives to be undertaken during the financial year 

• For services to be funded in the budget, the prescribed indicators of service 
performance that are required to be reported against in the performance statement 

• The amount which Council intends to raise by general rates, municipal charges, 
service rates and service charges 

• Whether the general rates will be raised by uniform rate or differential rate and 
information required relating to differential rates; and 

• Any other information required by the regulations. 
Appendix 1 is a full copy of the proposed Annual Budget 2026/27 document and includes 
the schedule of fees and charges. 
In preparing the budget, Council has taken into consideration the proposed rate increase, 
operating costs and capital works program and provides detailed information regarding the 
major impacts for 2026/27. It also provides details about Council’s financial management 
principles to ensure a financially sustainable future. 
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The Victorian Government established the Fair Go Rates System (FGRS), which is a 
framework limiting the maximum amount councils may increase rates in a year without 
seeking additional approval. The Minister for Local Government set a rate cap of 2.75% for 
all councils for the 2026/27 year. This budget has been prepared with a 2.75% rate cap to 
further expand Council’s facilities while continuing to deliver high quality services to the 
community. 
Council’s proposed revenue from general rates and charges will increase to $230.0 million. 
This level of rate income will ensure Council is able to continue to deliver the high level of 
services and infrastructure to the community as well as assist in delivering a capital works 
program of $255.2 million which will enable Council to respond to the growth in demand 
across the city. 
As one of Australia’s fastest-growing communities, it is important to note that Council 
receives significant income and assets from developer contributions that contribute to our 
operating surplus. 
The budget contains operating income of $653.1 million and operating expenditure of $348.9 
million in 2026/27, generating an operating surplus of $304.2 million predominantly due to 
the level of development activity within the region. 
The continued growth in our municipality during 2026/27 is projected to include $260.0 
million in legislated contributions from developers and $12.2 million from capital grants.  
Council appreciates that at times our community misunderstands this money in our overall 
financial position. These developer funds and capital grants can only be used for future 
capital infrastructure projects within respective development areas like children and 
community centres, ovals, parks, open spaces, and roads. In many instances these funds fall 
short of the full cost delivery of the infrastructure needed with Council funding the difference. 
When the financial result for these developer contributions and capital grants received is 
adjusted, Council’s proposed budgeted adjusted operating surplus is $3.2 million as shown 
in the table below. 

 
 

The adjusted underlying result, which is a measure of financial sustainability, remains 
positive over the four financial years from 2026/27 to 2030/31 inclusive. 
Key elements of the Annual Budget 2026/27 include: 
 

($'000)

Income 652,461       
Expenses 348,919       
Surplus for the year 303,542       
Net asset revaluation increment -               
Total Comprehesive Result 303,542       

Less: Capital and Non-Operating Items
Contributions - monetary 75,286         
Contributions - non-monetary 181,061       
Grants - capital 12,222         
Net gain on disposal of assets 31,786         

300,355      
Adjusted Operating Surplus 3,187           
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• The average general rate and municipal charge will increase for 2026/27 by 2.75%, in 
line with the rate cap of 2.75% set by the Victorian Government. The valuation function 
is centralised with the Valuer-General of Victoria and the valuation figures used in this 
2026/27 proposed budget report are the preliminary valuations provided and yet to be 
certified. Certification is expected to be received in May and any changes to the 
preliminary valuations will be adjusted and reflected in the final budget report 
scheduled for the Council Meeting on 22 June 2026.  

• This will equate to an average rate increase for ratepayers of around $1.00 per week, 
with more than half of all households seeing an increase less than that. This excludes 
the Emergency Services and Volunteers Fund mandated by the Victorian Government 
that replaced the Fire Services Property Levy from 1 July 2026.  

• In line with the Victorian Government’s mandatory kerbside recycling reforms, we will 
be rolling out an expanded food organics and garden organics (FOGO) service, along 
with a purple glass recycling bin. These reforms introduce a four-stream, state-wide 
system including separate bins for glass, food and garden 
organics, mixed recycling and general waste, and are designed to reduce landfill, 
improve recycling quality, and set our community up for a cleaner, greener future. The 
2026/27 proposed budget proposes the charge for the standard kerbside waste 
services to increase by $1.38 per week or $72 per year (to a total cost of $380 per 
annum).   

• Fees and charges have generally been increased by 3% or based on full cost recovery. 
Some fees are fixed by legislation while others are determined on a user pays basis.  

• Additional consideration has been given in the proposed budget to enable support and 
care for ratepayers experience genuine financial hardship. 

• The net cost of services delivered to the community in 2026/27 year is budgeted to be 
$277.2 million. Council will continue to work with the community over the coming years 
to align community priorities and expectations with Council’s service delivery model. 

• A total of 214 community submissions were received, projects ranging from recreation 
reserve infrastructure improvements, facility upgrades for sporting clubs and 
community groups, park upgrades and support for community events.  

• An infrastructure needs analysis process has occurred which identified key projects to 
be progressed or delivered in 2026/27. As a result of Council’s financial position, 
$255.2 million has been budgeted towards our planned capital works program of which 
$34.0 million relates to projects that will be carried forward from the 2025/26 financial 
year. The carried forward component is fully funded from the 2025/26 Budget. 

• The planned capital works program equates to approximately $2,653 per rateable 
property to build these important community assets like community centres, ovals, 
parks, open spaces and roads. 

• Key highlights of the capital works program to be delivered, or commenced in the 
coming year include: 

• $118.8 million for recreational and leisure facilities (including $101.59 million for 
the construction of the new aquatic and leisure centre in Fraser Rise) 

• $5.7 million for footpaths and cycleways 

• $11.5 million for parks, open space and streetscapes 

• $29.3 million for community facilities  

• $30.8 million for roads 

• $0.9 million for library books 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The costs associated with preparing the proposed Annual Budget 2026/27, including the 
associated advertising and community engagement have been provided for in the current 
financial year budget. 
With property revaluations occurring annually, the amount of the rate increase will not be 
consistent across all properties with some properties experiencing varying levels of capital 
appreciation/depreciation whilst others have remained with little change. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Council’s engagement process for annual review and update of the Council Plan and Budget 
commenced in mid-November 2025. City of Melton ratepayers, residents, visitors, 
community groups, sporting clubs and local businesses were invited to put forward ideas and 
suggestions that demonstrate strong community benefit in supporting the delivery of the 
long-term Community Vision and Council's Strategic Objectives as outlined in the Melton City 
Council and Wellbeing Plan. For an idea to be considered by Council, it had to be deliverable 
on Council owned or managed land or buildings, be able to be deliverable in the 2026/27 
financial year and be consistent with Council's existing policies and procedures.  
Only one idea was accepted per individual or group, with people making multiple ideas being 
asked to prioritise the idea which they wanted considered by Council. Idea submitters were 
invited to discuss their idea with Councillors on Sunday 1 March 2026. 
 
The engagement process was promoted through multiple mediums including City of Melton 
Conversations online engagement portal, social media, Council’s website, and through 
Council community email networks. The opportunity for community ideas was open from 17 
November 2025 to Monday 27 February 2026. 
214 ideas were received from individuals, community groups and sporting clubs in total, 
however a number of these were multiple contributions from the same person/group. In total 
138 ideas were assessed and considered. The remaining ideas were provided to Councillors 
but were not formally considered. Of the 138 people/groups who put forward an idea for 
consideration, 24 community members presented their idea in person, with a further three 
providing a video presentation.  
Following Council's endorsement of the proposed Budget, this report proposes a two-week 
opportunity for the community to provide feedback on the proposed Budget's prior to 
finalisation and Council’s consideration for adoption on 22 June 2026. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Council is closely monitoring the current economic environment, which remains uncertain. 
Any sustained volatility in fuel prices will place pressure on the cost to deliver services to the 
community, both directly and through supply chain impacts. Due to these factors, the 
assumptions underpinning the draft budget, may lead to further changes. Council will 
respond as required through the adopted budget to ensure ongoing financial stability, while 
maintaining essential service delivery to support the community. 
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Council’s process of preparing and endorsing the proposed Annual Budget 2026/27 is in 
accordance with Section 96 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

7. Options 
Council must adopt a budget by 30 June 2026 as it is a legislative requirement under section 
94 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Draft 2026/2027 Council Budget 
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12.2 MAYORAL COMMUNITY INITIATIVE 2025-26 - 'CREATIVE CONNECTIONS' 
Author: Jason Sanderson - Coordinator City Events and Arts 

Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To propose to Council the City of Melton Creative Connections project as the Mayoral Community 
Initiative for the 2025-26 Mayoral term. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council approve the proposed ‘City of Melton Creative Connections’ project as the Mayoral 
Community Initiative for the 2025-26 Mayoral term. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That Council approve the proposed ‘City of Melton Creative Connections’ project as the Mayoral 
Community Initiative for the 2025-26 Mayoral term.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Cr Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

The Chair declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
This report provides an overview of the proposed ‘City of Melton Creative Connections’ 
project as the 2025-26 Mayoral Community Initiative. This initiative would provide students 
with disability across the City of Melton the opportunity to explore their artistic talents and 
participate in a community art project, City of Melton Creative Connections. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Mayor has proposed the development of the City of Melton Creative Connections project 
for the 2025-26 Mayoral Community Initiative. 
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2025-26 Mayoral Community Initiative Proposal 
City of Melton Creative Connections will engage with students through the provision of a 
series of arts workshops facilitated by a practising artist, focusing on the use of different 
media at each session.  
It is proposed that Council engage with the two specialist schools in the City, Dharra School 
in Aintree and Melton Specialist School, to attract participation. Both schools provide 
educational programs for students with disabilities at primary and secondary levels, catering 
for students with mild through to severe intellectual disabilities. 
The project builds on a previous City of Melton initiative, GO! Arty program from 2018. In this 
program, students participated in workshops facilitated by an art therapist, and their artworks 
were made into greetings cards.  
Similarly, students participating in the City of Melton Creative Connections program will have 
the opportunity to have one of their selected artworks professionally printed onto cards. The 
printed cards will then be made available for the community at the Civic Centre and the 
Melton and Caroline Springs Libraries. The cards will also be utilised as Council’s ‘Thank 
You’ cards.  
A celebration event will be held at the conclusion of the workshops to showcase students’ 
artworks. The Mayor will present each participant with a certificate and pack of creative 
materials to thank them for their engagement and enable the further development of their 
creative practise. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.1 An organisation that genuinely engages with community and is committed to 
excellence in customer experience. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The Mayoral Community Initiative will be met by operational budgets. 
The National Association for Visual Arts (NAVA) fees for a half day workshop is $1000. 
Estimated cost breakdown to be finalised pending participation rates for the initiative: 

5 x workshops  $10,000 

Photography $2,500 

Printing $9,000 

Celebration event $2,000 

Art Packs $2,000 

Estimated total costs $25,500 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Nil. 
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6. Risk Analysis 
Key risks include the timely delivery of this project within the current Mayoral Term and 
capacity of the schools to support this project.   

7. Options 
Council may: 
1. Approve the proposed ‘City of Melton Creative Connections’ as the Mayoral 

Community Initiative for the 2025-26 Mayoral term; or  
2. Request additional information/clarification if required. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil  
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Cr Abboushi departed the Chamber at 7.03pm. 

12.3 RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MOTION 988 (CR VANDENBERG) - HOPKINS 
ROAD, DEANSIDE AND NOTICE OF MOTION 989 (CR VANDENBERG) - 
TARLETONS ROAD, BONNIE BROOK 

Author: Matthew Hutchinson - Design & Investigations Coordinator 
Presenter: Neil Whiteside - Director City Delivery  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide a response to Notice of Motion 988 (Cr Vandenberg) – Hopkins Road, Deanside and 
Notice of Motion 989 (Cr Vandenberg) – Tarleton Road, Bonnie Brooke. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the report in response to Notice of Motion 988 (Cr Vandenberg) – Hopkins 
Road, Deanside and Notice of Motion 989 (Cr Vandenberg) – Tarletons Road, Bonnie Brook. 
Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Ramsey. 
That Council note the report in response to Notice of Motion 988 (Cr Vandenberg) – Hopkins 
Road, Deanside and Notice of Motion 989 (Cr Vandenberg) – Tarletons Road, Bonnie Brook.  
 
For: Crs Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 
 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
This report responds to Notice of Motion 988 (Cr Vandenberg) - Hopkins Road, Deanside, 
and Notice of Motion 989 (Cr Vandenberg) - Tarletons Road, Bonnie Brooke, providing 
Council with an update on the status of each road corridor. 
The Hopkins Road and Bridge Project is a strategically significant transport initiative that 
will complete a vital north–south link between the Western Freeway and Taylors Road, 
supporting Melton’s continued population growth and improving network capacity, safety, 
emergency access, and future public transport opportunities. Planning and detailed design 
are approximately 90 per cent complete, with the remaining program contingent on 
approval of the Cultural Heritage Management Plan. While the project is progressing, 
current cost estimates exceed the available Infrastructure Contributions Plan (ICP) funding, 
and Council will be required to consider additional funding in a future budget to address the 
shortfall. Key project risks, including approvals, land acquisition, and construction cost 
escalation, are being actively managed. 
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Tarletons Road plays an important interim role as an east–west connector on the northern 
edge of the developing Bonnie Brook precinct. Approximately 80 per cent of the road is 
sealed, with the western section remaining unsealed due to environmental constraints and 
cost considerations. The road continues to be managed through routine maintenance, 
monitoring, and response measures. Full upgrade of Tarletons Road to an urban standard 
is not expected until developer-led delivery through the Warrensbrook Precinct Structure 
Plan, currently anticipated for the early 2030s. 

2. Background/Issues 
2.1 Background 

At the Council Meeting on 22 September 2025 Council considered Notice of Motion 
988 (Cr Vandenberg) – Hopkins Road, Deanside and Notice of Motion 989 (Cr 
Vandenberg) – Tarleton Road, Bonnie Brooke and resolved as follows: 
Notice of Motion 988 (Cr Vandenberg) – Hopkins Road, Deanside 

That Officers provide a report to a scheduled meeting of Council with an update on 
the development of Hopkins Road, Deanside including stages and next steps. 

Notice of Motion 989 (Cr Vandenberg) – Tarleton Road, Bonnie Brooke 

That Officers provide a report to a scheduled meeting of Council on Tarleton Road, 
Bonnie Brooke, inclusive of road safety and future development of this road. 

This report responds to both Notice of Motion 988 (Cr Vandenberg) – Hopkins Road, 
Deanside and Notice of Motion 989 (Cr Vandenberg) – Tarleton Road, Bonnie 
Brooke. 

2.2 Issues 
2.2.1. Hopkins Road, Deanside 
Site Context 
The Hopkins Road and Bridge Project (the Project) is a key transport infrastructure 
initiative within Melton’s rapidly growing urban area.  The Project is a vital north south 
link that will ultimately connect Melton Highway to the Princess Freeway. Currently, 
the continuous section of Hopkins Road ends at Vel Street, Deanside. This Project 
delivers the missing link to Taylors Road, including a bridge and new signalised 
intersection at Reed Court and Brimba Avenue. 
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Figure 1 - Hopkins Road - Site Map 

 
Project Scope and Benefits 
The current scope of this project includes: 

• Signalised intersections at Reed Court and Brimba Avenue 

• Bridge over Kororoit Creek 

• Urban standard single carriageway road 

• Separated footpath and bike paths 

• Street Lighting 

• Landscaping 
The delivery of the Project, including the above scope, will provide the following 
benefits: 

• Improve north–south connectivity   

• Enable public transport   

• Improve emergency access   

• Provide a safer, more reliable road network 
Project Status 
Planning and detailed design for the Project is 90% complete with the remaining 
components including the prerequisite of the Cultural Heritage Management Plan 
(CHMP) approval. The CHMP has been submitted and is currently under 
consideration. 
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The submitted CHMP requires extensive salvage works to be completed prior to 
construction commencing. Salvage involves the controlled excavation, investigation, 
recording and recovery of Aboriginal cultural heritage material within the project area 
where avoidance is not possible. Due to the need for careful excavation and material 
sifting, salvage is a time-intensive process and is currently estimated to take 
approximately 15 months for this project. 
Subject to the finalisation of the CHMP, Council officers are working to the indicative 
timelines:  
CHMP approval -     April/May 2026 
CHMP Salvage requirements -  June 2026 – October 2027 
Tender Process     Early 2028 
Construction commence   Mid 2028 
Construction Complete    Early 2030 

 
Note: The above timelines are indicative only and subject to future consideration by 

Council as part of Annual Budget processes and Council resolution relating to 
the Contract award. 

2.2.2. Tarleton Road, Bonnie Brooke 
Site Context 
Tarletons Road runs east – west on the north of the currently developing Bonnie 
Brook precinct. It forms part of several Precinct Structure Plans (PSPs), including 
Warrensbrook and Plumpton, which are major future residential and commercial 
development areas. 
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Figure 2 - Tarletons Road - Site Map 

Council previously constructed the road to a sealed road standard for 80% of it’s 
length with the remaining western end left un-sealed due to considerable native 
vegetation offsets and costs to seal this section through the low lying swampy terrain.  

 
Figure 3 - Tarletons Road Sealed Section 
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Figure 4 - Tarletons Road - Unsealed Section 

Status 
Tarletons Road is ultimately intended to be constructed to an urban standard by 
developers as part of the PSP delivery, however, this cannot occur until completion of 
the Warrensbrook PSP, currently programmed by the Victorian Planning Authority 
between 2030 and 2034. 
Based on the above any urban upgrade of Tarletons Road is approximately ten (10) 
years away. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A thriving and well-designed City 

2.5 A well-planned, integrated and maintained transport network that enables people to 
move around. 

4. Financial Considerations 
4.1 Hopkins Road 

The current funding allocation in Council’s Long Tern Infrastructure Plan for the 
Hopkins Road and Bridge Project includes:  

 
Budgeted (ICP’s)      $30.30M 
Budgeted (Rates)    $  3.80M 
Total Budgeted        $34.10M 

 
The current expenditure to date and estimated costs for the Hopkins Road and Bridge 
Project includes:  

 
Design & Investigations (to date)  $  1.80M 
Construction (Estimate)           $40.20M 
Total Project Cost (Estimate)    $42.00M 

 
The ICP allocation for this project does not meet the estimated cost of the Project. 
Council will need to consider the additional funding (gap between ICP funding and 
total project cost) as part of future Annual Budget processes and any Council 
consideration of an Award of Construction Contract.  
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4.2 Tarletons Road 

Council’s Long Term Infrastructure Plan does not include any allocated funding for 
Tarletons Road at this stage. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
5.1 Hopkins Road 

Consultation with the community in relation to the Hopkins Road and Bridge Project 
will be scheduled once the design and approvals phase have been completed.  It is 
proposed to provide an update to the community in relation to the design phase, the 
CHMP salvage requirements, and anticipated project timeframes by mid 2026. 

5.2 Tarletons Road 
Given the timeframes associated with development of Tarletons Road no community 
consultation is planned. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Road projects have considerable risks that affect many aspects of the project. These are 
managed through the project lifecycle with continuously updated risk registers.   
6.1 Hopkins Road 

The key risks and issues associated with the Hopkins Road and Bridge Project 
include: 

• Land acquisition.  

• CHMP (Note: Council officers have successfully negotiated a reduced CHMP 
salvage area of 3,000 m², with works anticipated to take around 15 months, 
representing a substantial improvement on the originally proposed four-year 
program).  

• Victorian Government’s Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action 
(DEECA) approvals, noting environmental approvals cannot be considered until 
the CHMP has been approved. 

• Melbourne Water final sign‑off, noting in principle approval has been received. 

• Rising diesel fuel cost increase construction expenses, as civil projects are 
highly dependent on diesel-powered plant, machinery, material transport and 
haulage, which can drive up contractor costs and contribute to budget volatility. 

6.2 Tarletons Road 
The key risks and issues associated with Tarletons Road are: 

• The creek in the unsealed section has experienced flooding in the past 
requiring Council to close the western end of the road. 

These risks have always been present and can be managed through routine 
maintenance and monitoring and appropriate traffic and flood response measures. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Support the recommendation of this report 
2. Move an alternate motion. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil.   
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Cr Abboushi returned to the Chamber at 7.09pm. 

12.4 COMMUNITY GRANT AND FUND PROGRAM ROUND NOVEMBER TO DECEMBER 
2025 

Author: Stephen Hiley - Coordinator Healthy Inclusive Communities 
Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To advise Council of the outcomes of the November-December 2025 assessment of Community 
Grants Program. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the Community Grant Program Update for November-December 2025 for the 
2025/2026 financial year. 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Morris. 
That Council note the Community Grant Program Update for November-December 2025 for the 
2025/2026 financial year.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council recognises the importance of supporting community groups, not-for-profit 
organisations and individuals.  Council’s Grants Program assist in the achievement of our 
strategic objectives.  
Applications for the Nov-Dec 2025 Community Grants Program were accepted from 1 
November to 31 December 2025. A total of nine applications were submitted and eight met the 
eligibility criteria for assessment. Ineligible and unsuccessful applicants have been provided 
feedback to assist them in resubmitting for a future round of funding. 
A total of $205,552 has been awarded in the 2025/2026 financial year up to 31 October through 
the Community Grants Program.  

2. Background/Issues 
2.1 Community Grants Program 

The Community Grants program provides year-round access to the community through bi-
monthly assessments. Applicants can apply for grants of up to $5,000 in one of the 
following categories: 
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• The Arts: Building community connections, expressing creativity and local culture
through the arts.

• Sports & Hobbies: Increasing participation and accessibility of sports and hobbies.

• Healthy & Safe Living: Promoting a safer, healthier, and more connected
municipality.

• Festivals & Events: Celebrating diversity and unity, bringing people together to
strengthen social connections.

• Environment & Nature: Reducing our environmental footprint and protecting and
enhancing the City of Melton’s natural environment.

The objective is to ensure equitable distribution of funding across the five categories, 
although actual allocations are determined by received applications. To promote all 
elements of the program, officers are actively encouraging applications in all categories 
across the whole City. 
Applications were assessed against the Council adopted Community Grants and Fund 
Policy to ensure consistency with adopted policy and procedures. An overview of the 
applications provided at Appendix 1. 

2.2 Community Grants Program Assessment 
The Assessment Panel operates under the adopted Terms of Reference and adheres to 
strict confidentiality and disclosure requirements as an Advisory Committee of Council. 
Panel members and Grant/Project Officers must disclose any conflicts of interest involving 
applicants. The Governance team advises on managing conflicts during the assessment 
and authorisation process. 

The Assessment Panel deliberates on funding allocations during their meetings, and 
recommendations require formal approval from Council’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO).  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references:
1. A healthy and inclusive community

1.1 A connected community where people have equitable access to local activities, events,
programs and services. 

4. Financial Considerations
4.1 Community Grant Round Nov/Dec 2025

Eight applications approved for funding in the round totalling $30,999. 
The following table illustrates total spend for the 2025-26 financial year and cumulative 
spend for the 2025-26 financial year. 
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Round 
Approved 
$ 

Cumulative 
Spend % 
(YTD Plan) 

Cumulative Spend % 
(YTD Actual) 

May-Jun 2025 $58,987 17% 19.7% 

Jul-Aug 2025 $108,723 33% 55.9% 

Sep-Oct 2025 $37,842 50% 68.5% 

Nov-Dec 2025 $30,999 67% 79% 

Total YTD 
Approved/ 
Recommended: 

$236,551 

FY25/26 Budget 
Remaining: 

$63,449 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions
The following promotional and training activities were undertaken to support potential
applications for the Community Grants Program:

• One-on-one meetings

• Emails to previous unsuccessful Community Grant applicants encouraging to reapply

• Website and social media promotion

6. Risk Analysis
Council’s Community Grants Program strictly adhere to the relevant Policies, Guidelines and
Terms of Reference to reduce and mitigate risks associated with the administration of this
program. Risks related to conflict of interest are managed through declarations of interests and
conflicts of interests from all relevant parties.

7. Options
Council has the option to:
1. Note the report as per the officer’s recommendation; or
2. Request further clarification in relation to the report.

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1. Overview of Nov-Dec 2025 Grants Round - CONFIDENTIAL
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12.5 NAMING OF NEW COMMUNITY BUILDING IN DIGGERS REST - SHORTLISTED 
NAMES FOR COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 

Author: Sian Rainford - Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the proposed naming theme and shortlisted names for endorsement to undertake 
community consultation to name the new community building in Diggers Rest. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Resolve that the Naming Theme for the new community building in Diggers Rest will be 

“Linking the name to place” 
2. Resolve that the five shortlisted names, are:  

a. Diggers Rest Community Centre 
b. Golden Sun Children’s and Community Centre 
c. Volcanic Plains Children’s and Community Centre 
d. Goldfields Community Centre – Diggers Rest 
e. Vineyard Road Children’s and Community Centre  

3. Publish a public notice on Council’s website for a period of no less than thirty (30 days) and 
in the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly and Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Star Weekly 
and any other manner as Council’s Chief Executive Officer determines, stating:  
a. The selected Naming Theme is “Linking the name to place” 
b. The community is invited to vote on one of the five shortlisted names, listed in the 

above point 2;   
c. that following closing of the consultation period, Council will consider all votes and a 

report will be presented to a future meeting of Council where a final decision will be 
made on the name. 

4. Authorises Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to give 
effect to this Resolution. 

Motion 
Crs Verdon/Vandenberg. 
That Council: 
1. Resolve that the Naming Theme for the new community building in Diggers Rest will be 

“Linking the name to place” 
2. Resolve that the five shortlisted names, are:  

a. Diggers Rest Community Centre 
b. Golden Sun Children’s and Community Centre 
c. Volcanic Plains Children’s and Community Centre 
d. Goldfields Community Centre – Diggers Rest 
e. Vineyard Road Children’s and Community Centre  
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3. Publish a public notice on Council’s website for a period of no less than thirty (30 days) and 
in the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly and Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Star Weekly 
and any other manner as Council’s Chief Executive Officer determines, stating:  
a. The selected Naming Theme is “Linking the name to place” 
b. The community is invited to vote on one of the five shortlisted names, listed in the 

above point 2;   
c. that following closing of the consultation period, Council will consider all votes and a 

report will be presented to a future meeting of Council where a final decision will be 
made on the name. 

4. Authorises Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to give 
effect to this Resolution.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council is delivering a new community facility in Diggers Rest, expected to open in January 
2028. The facility will include kindergarten facilities, maternal and child health services, and a 
library lounge.  
Council must now undertake a process to name the Community Centre to ensure there is 
clear identification to support a well-planned City and ease of reference for the community 
and emergency services. Council should seek to finalise the ultimate name, as soon as 
practicable, so appropriate signage and advertising processes can occur in advance of the 
official opening. 

2. Background/Issues 
Council is a naming authority pursuant to the Geographic Place Names Act 1998. Council’s 
authority to name places is derived from the section 10 of the Local Government Act 2020, 
schedule 10 part 5 of the Local Government Act 1989 and section 11 of the Road 
Management Act 1998. As a naming authority, Council may initiate or receive requests from 
the community and other stakeholders to name publicly owned features, roads and localities. 
The Naming Rules and Council’s Place Naming Policy, Council’s Place Naming Policy (the 
Policy) provides the process for naming within the City of Melton. The Policy sets out a two-
step process for the naming of Significant Features such as the Building. The detailed 
process it outlined in the Consultation section of this report.   
The Naming Rules contain thirteen (13) naming principles, being:  

• Principle A – Ensuring public safety  

• Principle B – Recognising the public interest 

• Principle C – Linking the name to place  
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• Principle D – Ensuring names are not duplicated  

• Principle E – Recognition and use of Traditional owner languages  

• Principle F – Names must not discriminate or be offensive  

• Principle G – Gender equality  

• Principle H – Dual names  

• Principle I – Using commemorative names  

• Principles J – Using commercial and business names  

• Principle K – Language  

• Principle L – Directional names to be avoided  

• Principle M – Assigning extend to a road, feature or locality 
Council’s Place Naming Policy identifies the following four themes, as of particular 
importance in place naming across the City of Melton.  

• Principle C – Linking the name to Place 

• Principle E – Recognition and use of traditional owner languages 

• Principle G – Gender Equality  

• Principle I – Using Commemorative Names  
In accordance with the Policy, where the preferred naming theme is Theme Two: 
Recognition and use of traditional owner language, Council will seek the name/s from the 
Traditional Owner Group directly. If the Traditional Owner Group does not consent to the use 
of traditional owner language for the nominated feature, the second preferred naming theme 
will be utilised. 
If Theme Two is the preferred naming theme, only traditional owner language names that are 
provided by the Traditional Owner Group, will be provided for further consideration by 
Council. No names which are not traditional owner language names, will be proposed 
alongside the shortlisted traditional owner language names.  
The community engagement process to vote on the preferred naming theme and to make a 
naming suggestion commenced on 5 March on Council’s Conversations Page and shared on 
Council’s social media and closed on 3 April 2026. There were sixteen (16) votes on the 
preferred naming theme with ‘Linking the name to place’ receiving 50% of the votes for the 
naming theme.  
The results of the naming theme vote, are below:  

 
As a result of the engagement, the preferred naming theme is ‘Linking the name to place’.  
Pursuant to the naming rules, examples of names which link to place include local flora and 
fauna, Australian war contributions, past exploration and settlement, local geography and 
geology, significant events, the cultural diversity of past and current inhabitants, or patterns 
of land usage and industrial/mineral/agricultural production. 
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In addition to voting on the theme, there were 24 naming suggestions. Of the suggested 
names, 13 aligned to the highest voted naming theme, and non-conforming names not 
considered further.  
Non-conforming means either:  
a. The suggestion is non-compliant with the Naming Rules; or  
b. The suggestion is non-compliant with the Policy. This includes where someone has 

suggested a name which seeks to use Traditional Owner Language, or where the 
naming suggestion is not in accordance with the highest voted naming theme. In 
accordance with the Policy, if the preferred naming theme is Recognition and use of 
traditional owner language, Council will seek the name/s from the Traditional Owner 
Groups directly.  

Officers have reviewed the remaining conforming names, which aligned to the recommended 
naming theme, to ensure appropriateness of the names.  Officers then assessed the 
remaining longlisted names against the naming rules, including to ensure there are no 
duplicates in close proximity, resulting in a shortlist of five names, being  
a. Diggers Rest Community Centre 
b. Golden Sun Children’s and Community Centre 
c. Volcanic Plains Children’s and Community Centre 
d. Goldfields Community Centre – Diggers Rest 
e. Vineyard Road Children’s and Community Centre  
The shortlisted names each reflect a name which is in Officers view, conforming, 
appropriately links the name to the place and is likely to be supported by Geographic Names 
Victoria upon submission. 
In line with Council Policy, it is now recommended that the names be published for a further 
round of community consultation, where the community will be invited to place one vote for 
their preferred naming suggestion. Consultees will not be able to provide additional 
commentary as part of the vote.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no substantial financial implications as a result of this recommendation. The costs 
associated with the public notice is an operational cost and will be absorbed by the operating 
Legal and Property budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The Naming Rules provide guidance on who should be consulted, being either:  
a. The immediate community, which broadly includes people who live and work within the 

area and owners of properties or businesses; in particular, residents, ratepayers and 
businesses within the immediate area directly affected by the proposal.  
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b. The extended community, which includes residents, ratepayers and businesses 
surrounding the area directly affected by the proposal; in particular, any visitor groups 
to the area such as shoppers, tourists, recreational or dining visitors; government (for 
example neighbouring councils) or non-government organisations with an interest in or 
who service the area, including Traditional Owner group(s), RAP’s, local historical 
societies and eminent individual historians; service clubs such as Lions and Rotary 
Clubs, Country Women’s Associations, farmers groups, school parents associations, 
Probus clubs, senior citizens centres, ethnic associations; Emergency Services 
Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) and Emergency Service Organisations (ESO). 

Officers propose to complete a letter drop to residents and businesses within a 250 metre 
radius of the Building location and publish notices on Council’s website, social media, in the 
Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly and Sunbury and Macedon Ranges Star Weekly, and on 
notice boards in Council’s Civic Centres and Libraries, advising of the vote and directing the 
community to Council’s Conversations Page.  
No specific notice to surrounding businesses or residences is required, as the naming 
proposal will not impact the current address of any person or businesses.  
The consultation will invite the community to place one vote, on their preferred name from 
the shortlist of five names. A summary of this consultation will be presented back to a future 
meeting of Council to make a final decision on the name.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Naming of Significant Features is an important step in ensuring the community are involved 
in the way this Building will be recognised as an important element of the City of Melton. 
The risk of not proceeding with a second round of community consultation and undertaking a 
vote on the preferred name, is that Council will be non-compliant with its Place Naming 
Policy, and will not be upholding the principles of engagement by involving the community in 
decision making, where practicable.  

7. Options 
Council may:  
1. Resolve in line with the recommendations set out in this report and undertake a second 

round of community consultation to vote on the preferred name from the shortlist of 
names; or  

2. Not resolve in line with the recommendations set out in this report. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.6 COBBLEBANK BUILDING NAME - FINAL APPROVAL 
Author: Sian Rainford - Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
Cr Verdon departed the Chamber at 7.23pm and returned to the Chamber at 7.25pm. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the proposed final name for endorsement for the new community building in 
Cobblebank for submission to Geographic Names Victoria. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the recommended name of the new building will be “Cobblebank Community Hub” 
2. Endorse submission of a proposal to Geographic Names Victoria to approve “Cobblebank 

Community Hub” as the final name.  
3. Authorise Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to give 

effect to this Resolution. 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Turner. 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the recommended name of the new building will be “Cobblebank Community Hub” 
2. Endorse submission of a proposal to Geographic Names Victoria to approve “Cobblebank 

Community Hub” as the final name.  
3. Authorise Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to give 

effect to this Resolution.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council is currently delivering a five level community services building on Hollingsworth Drive 
within the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre (the Building), which is intended to: 

• address the health and community service gaps within the City of Melton by attracting 
quality service providers to deliver critical services 

• address the lack of fit-for-purpose office accommodation 

• provide an accessible and co-located community service space 

• deliver critical services to improve community health and wellbeing 

• be financially viable and generate an income for Council. 
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The Building is expected to reach practical completion by the end of 2026, and Council must 
undertake a process to name the Building to ensure Council provides clear identification to 
support a well-planned City, ease of reference for emergency services, and promotes the 
delivery of goods and services from the Building to the community. Council should seek to 
finalise the ultimate name, as soon as practicable, so appropriate signage, marketing and 
advertising processes can occur in advance of the official opening.    

2. Background/Issues 
Council is a naming authority pursuant to the Geographic Place Names Act 1998. Council’s 
authority to name places is derived from the section 10 of the Local Government Act 2020, 
schedule 10 part 5 of the Local Government Act 1989 and section 11 of the Road 
Management Act 1998. As a naming authority, Council may initiate or receive requests from 
the community and other stakeholders to name publicly owned features, roads and localities. 
The interim name of ‘Cobblebank Community Services Hub’ has been used to date, for ease 
of reference in project planning and to ensure the community is familiar with the location and 
objectives of the Building. Officers consider that it is appropriate to engage with the 
community on the ultimate name of the Building, with a view to have a final name by June 
2026. 
On 27 October 2025, Council resolved to:  
1. Commence a community engagement process in accordance with Council’s Place 

Naming Policy in respect of the new community services building on Hollingsworth 
Drive, Cobblebank (the Building);  

2. Note the name of the Building must be compliant with the Naming rules for places in 
Victoria (the Naming Rules);  

3. Note the four naming themes which are to be prioritised in accordance with Council’s 
Place Naming Policy, are:  

a. Principle C – Linking the name to a Place  

b. Principle E – Recognition and use of traditional owner languages  

c. Principle G – Gender Equality  

d. Principle I – Using Commemorative Names  

4. Publish a public notice on Council’s website, in the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly 
and in such other manner as Council’s Chief Executive Officer determines for a period 
of no less than thirty (30) days, stating:  

a. Council is seeking to engage the community on the naming of the Building.  

b. Invite the community to vote on the preferred Naming Theme, utilizing the four 
prioritised naming themes outlined in the above point 3;  

c. Invite suggestions for the proposed name of the Building;  

d. that following closing of the consultation period, Council will consider 
submissions and a report presented to a future meeting of Council with the 
shortlisted names for consideration;  

e. that a second round of community consultation will occur, on the shortlisted 
names following a further decision of Council.  

5. Consider all submissions in respect of the naming proposal at a future Council 
meeting;  

6. Authorises Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to 
give effect to this Resolution. 
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The engagement saw a vote of 57.58% for “Linking the name to a place” as the preferred 
naming theme.  
On 23 February, Council resolved to:  
That Council: 

1. Resolve that the Naming Theme for the new Cobblebank Building will be “Linking the 
name to a place” 

2. Resolve that the five shortlisted names, are:  

a. The Basalt Centre 

b. Cobblebank Place 

c. Cobblebank Community Hub 

d. Cobblebank Connect 

e. Cobblebank Community Support Centre 

f. Cobblebank Community Service Centre  

3. Publish a public notice on Council’s website for a period of no less than thirty (30 days) 
and in the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly and any other manner as Council’s 
Chief Executive Officer determines, stating:  

a. Council is naming the Building using the Naming Theme “Linking the name to a 
place” 

b. The community is invited to vote on one of the five shortlisted names, listed in the 
above point 2;   

c. that following closing of the consultation period, Council will consider all votes 
and a report will be presented to a future meeting of Council where a final 
decision will be made on the name. 

Authorises Council’s Chief Executive Officer to take such steps as are necessary to 
give effect to this Resolution. 

Community engagement inviting a vote on the shortlisted names opened on 24 February 
2026 on Council’s Conversations Page. The page was also shared on Council’s social media 
and shared via letter drop to properties within a 1km radius of the building location. A notice 
was published in the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly on 3 March 2026. 88 votes were 
received, with the following results:  
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 APRIL 2026 

Page 168 

Cobblebank Community Hub is the highest voted naming suggestion receiving 44.32% of the 
vote and is the recommended name for Council endorsement.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The financial considerations of this report are associated with the signage to be installed on 
and surrounding the Building. These costs are already accounted for as part of the project. 
All other costs of registering the name, will be absorbed in the operating budget of the Legal 
and Property team.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Council will submit the name to Geographic Names Victoria for support. Pending support, the 
name will be shared on Council’s Conversations Page and social media, and implemented 
as part of the building construction by way of signage and advertising materials.   

6. Risk Analysis 
Naming of Significant Features is an important step in ensuring the community are involved 
in the way this Building will be recognised as an important element of the City of Melton. 
The risk of not deciding on a final name and submitting it to Geographic Names Victoria for 
support, risks that Council is non-compliant with its Place Naming Policy, and will not be 
upholding the principles of engagement by involving the community in decision making and 
implementing those decisions appropriately.  

7. Options 
Council may:  
1. Resolve in line with the recommendations set out in this report and endorse the name 

of the Building to be “Cobblebank Community Hub” to be submitted to Geographic 
Names Victoria;  

2. Not resolve in line with the recommendations set out in this report. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.7 NOMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Author: Troy Delia - Senior Coordinator Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To seek Council approval for the appointment of nominated community representatives to four (4) 
of Council’s Advisory Committees, to fill several vacancies which have occurred as result of 
community representatives resigning or being withdrawn from the committees in accordance with 
the requirements of Council’s Advisory Committee’s Terms of References. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council appoint the nominated community representatives for membership on the following 
Advisory Committees, as detailed in Appendix 1 to this report: 
a. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 
b. Heritage Advisory Committee 
c. Intercultural Advisory Committee 
d. Youth Advisory Committee 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Verdon. 
That Council appoint the nominated community representatives for membership on the following 
Advisory Committees, as detailed in Appendix 1 to this report: 
a. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 
b. Heritage Advisory Committee 
c. Intercultural Advisory Committee 
d. Youth Advisory Committee.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
In accordance with the Local Government Act 2020, Council may establish Advisory 
Committees to support informed decision-making. While these committees do not hold 
formal decision-making powers, they serve a vital advisory function to Council. Governance 
for these committees is typically provided through a Terms of Reference. 
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The Terms of Reference for Council’s Advisory Committees require that if a member misses 
three of more consecutive meetings without applying for a leave of absence, the member will 
be withdrawn from the Committee. Further to this, if a member resigns from a committee and 
the number of Committee members falls below the required minimum to meet quorum due to 
the resignation, Council will appoint a replacement for the remainder of the term. 
Council may consider previous nominations from the same nomination period when filling a 
vacancy or re-advertise the position should a suitable nominee not be available. 

2. Background/Issues 
Since Council made the initial appointment of the Advisory Committee members, there have 
been several extraordinary vacancies occur that require the appointment of new members to 
meet the membership requirements of the Terms of Reference for the following Committees: 

• Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 

• Heritage Advisory Committee 

• Intercultural Advisory Committee 

• Youth Advisory Committee 
Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 
The Arts and Culture Advisory Committee has experienced the loss of one (1) appointed 
member, as this member had been absent for more than three consecutive meetings. 
Therefore, their membership on the committee was withdrawn in accordance with the 
requirements contained in the committee’s Terms of Reference. 
Officers have considered previous nominations from this nomination period to fill the vacancy 
and the community representative recommended for appointment is detailed in Appendix 1 
to this report. 
Heritage Advisory Committee  
The Heritage Advisory Committee has experienced the loss of one (1) appointed member, as 
a member has resigned from the committee. 
Officers have considered previous nominations from this nomination period to fill the vacancy 
and the community representative recommended for appointment is detailed in Appendix 1 
to this report. 
Intercultural Advisory Committee 
The Intercultural Advisory Committee has experienced the loss of one (1) appointed 
member, as a member has resigned from the committee. 
Officers have considered previous nominations from this nomination period to fill the vacancy 
and the community representative recommended for appointment is detailed in Appendix 1 
to this report. 
Youth Advisory Committee 
The Youth Advisory Committee has experienced the loss of six (6) appointed members, as 
these members have been absent for more than three consecutive meetings. Therefore, 
their membership on the committee has been withdrawn in accordance with the 
requirements contained in the committee’s Terms of Reference. Due to the significant 
number of vacancies, the Youth Advisory Committee has regularly experienced difficulties in 
achieving quorum. 
Officers have considered previous nominations from the current nomination period to fill 
these vacancies and there are six (6) community representatives recommended for 
appointment, which are detailed in Appendix 1 to this report 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making 

4. Financial Considerations 
There is no additional cost related to this report and recommendations. The recurrent budget 
accommodates the financial requirements to administer Advisory Committees. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
To ensure a broad and inclusive recruitment process, expressions of interest for Advisory 
Committee membership were promoted through multiple channels. The initial EOI was 
advertised on Council’s website and featured in the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly 
newspaper. In addition, Council utilised its official social media platforms to further extend 
the community and organisational reach. 
Officers have considered previous nominations from this nomination period and 
recommended the appointment of community representatives as detailed in Appendix 1 to 
this report 

6. Risk Analysis 
A robust and standardised EOI process was undertaken to mitigate any risk of lack of 
transparency or fairness, with the assessment process including the selection criteria as 
outlined in the revised Terms of Reference. An evaluation panel comprising subject matter 
experts ensured an objective and merit-based selection process. 
No additional significant risks have been identified. Continued monitoring will support the 
successful operation of all Advisory Committees. 

7. Options 
Council may: 
1. Approve the recommended community applicants for membership, as outlined in 

Appendix 1 to this report; or 
2. Not approve the recommended community applicants for membership and 

appointment, which will require officers to coordinate a further round of expressions of 
interest to recommend appointments of community and organisational representatives. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Advisory Committee Community Member Nominations - May 2026 - CONFIDENTIAL 
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12.8 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 to 5 of this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Disability Advisory Committee – 5 March 2026 
2. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee – 10 March 2026 
3. Safe City Advisory Committee – 11 March 2026 
4. Policy Review Panel – 26 March 2026 
5. Policy Review Panel – 2 April 2026 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Morris. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 to 5 of this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Disability Advisory Committee – 5 March 2026 
2. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee – 10 March 2026 
3. Safe City Advisory Committee – 11 March 2026 
4. Policy Review Panel – 26 March 2026 
5. Policy Review Panel – 2 April 2026.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act), Council has the power to 
create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the Act.   
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The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2025/26 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 6 and 24 November 2025. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Disability Advisory Committee 5 March 2026 
2.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee 10 March 2026 
3.  Safe City Advisory Committee 11 March 2026 
4.  Policy Review Panel 26 March 2026 
5.  Policy Review Panel 2 April 2026 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 
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6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Disability Advisory Committee Minutes - 5 March 2026 
2.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee Minutes - 10 March 2026 
3.  Safe City Advisory Committee Minutes - 11 March 2026 
4.  Policy Review Panel Minutes - 26 March 2026 
5.  Policy Review Panel Minutes - 2 April 2026 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports were received from Crs Vandenberg, Turner, Verdon, and Majdlik. 
Cr Vandenberg departed the Chamber at 7.39pm. 
A report was received from Cr Ramsey. 
Cr Vandenberg returned to the Chamber at 7.44pm. 
A report was received from Cr Abboushi. 
Cr Ramsey departed the Chamber at 7.45pm and returned to the Chamber at 7.47pm.  
Reports were received from Crs Shannon, and Morris. 
Cr Majdlik departed the Chamber at 7.52pm and returned to the Chamber at 7.54pm. 
A report was received from Deputy Mayor Zada. 

14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil.  

15. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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16. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Community Achievement Awards 2026 

(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

16.2 Contract No. 25-210 - Provision of Security Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.3 Contract No 2612-0653 - Managed Services Provider for Contingent Labour 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.4 Contractual Matter 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs.  

 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Majdlik. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Community Achievement Awards 2026 

(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

16.2 Contract No. 25-210 - Provision of Security Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

16.3 Contract No 2612-0653 - Managed Services Provider for Contingent Labour 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 
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16.4 Contractual Matter 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs.  
 

For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Vandenberg, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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17. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 8.16pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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