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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MELTON CIVIC CENTRE,  

232 HIGH STREET MELTON ON 23 MARCH 2026 AT 7:04 PM 
 

 
Present: Cr L Carli (Mayor) 

Cr Dr P Zada (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr S Abboushi 
Cr K Majdlik 
Cr B Morris 
Cr S Ramsey 
Cr J Shannon 
Cr B Turner 
Cr J Verdon 

 
R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
S Romaszko, Director City Futures 
L Rowland, Chief Financial Officer 
T Scoble, Director City Life 
N Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
E Keogh, Head of Governance 
R Hodgson, Manager Governance 
T Delia, Senior Coordinator Governance 

 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Carli, opened the meeting at 7.04pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Cr A Vandenberg. 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Verdon. 
That Councillor Vandenberg’s request for leave for the period 23 March 2026 to 13 April 2026, 
inclusive, be granted. 
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil. 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 23 February 2026 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Verdon. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 23 February 2026 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS 
  
 

 

• Monday 9 February 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 23 February 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 2 March 2026 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 9 February 2026, 23 February 
2026 and 2 March 2026 provided as Appendices 1 to 3 respectively to this report, be received 
and noted. 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Zada. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 9 February 2026, 23 February 
2026 and 2 March 2026 provided as Appendices 1 to 3 respectively to this report, be received 
and noted.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 9 February 2026 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 23 February 2026 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 2 March 2026 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
IN RESPONSE TO NOTICES OF MOTIONS 

  
 

 

• The Hon. Gabrielle Williams MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Response to Notice 
of Motion 984 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letter received by 
the Mayor in response to Notices of Motions, provided as Appendix 1 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Gabrielle Williams MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Response to 

Notice of Motion 984 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Majdlik. 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letter received by 
the Mayor in response to Notices of Motions, provided as Appendix 1 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Gabrielle Williams MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure – Response to 

Notice of Motion 984.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  The Hon. Gabrielle Williams MP, Minister for Transport Infrastructure dated 24 

February 2026 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

9.1 PETITION - INSTALLATION OF PEDESTRIAN CROSSING TRANQUIL ROAD, 
AINTREE 

  
 

SUMMARY 
A petition has been received signed by 79 residents requesting the installation of a pedestrian 
crossing on Tranquil Road, Aintree.  

“We, the undersigned, petition or request Council to install a pedestrian crossing on Tranquil Road 
to cross from Woodlea Lifestyle Community to HomeCo Woodlea shops and medical services. 

At present, many homeowners and residents in the area cross Tranquil Road to get to and from 
the shops, doctors, dentists, and restaurants, the local schools, and the new swimming pool. 

This road has become much busier and many drivers seem to ignore sped limits. There are also 
several trucks and large utility vehicles that use this road to get to building sites. 

Given the aging population living in Lifestyle Woodlea, together with the parents, grandparents 
walking children to school, a Pedestrian Crossing would increase the safety for those residents.” 

 
The petition meets the requirements of Council’s Governance Rules. 
 
Section 64.8 of Council’s Governance Rules requires that: if a petition, joint letter, memorial 
or other like application relates to an operational matter, Council must refer it to the Chief 
Executive Officer for consideration. 
 
This petition has been referred to the CEO, who will advise the lead petitioner of the 
outcome. 
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10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.     

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 

Submitter: Li Zhang 
Question asked of Council Response 

Why is there no long-term plan to 
improve the reserve area and garden 
beds between Mimosa Way, Arbour Blvd 
and Westwood Drive, Burnside Heights? 

Council manages a mix of both active 
open spaces (such as parks and 
playgrounds) and passive open spaces 
(such as grassy reserves). Both play a 
vital role in providing our community with 
access to active and passive open space. 
The sites you are referring to are not 
planned for further development at this 
time. 
Council will be in contact with you to 
arrange a site meeting to discuss any 
opportunities for improved maintenance. 

Submitter: Li Zhang 
Question asked of Council Response 

What criteria or policy settings does 
Council use to decide whether a reserve 
garden bed should be redesigned or 
upgraded, and how do these apply to the 
garden bed between Mimosa Way, 
Arbour Blvd and Westwood Drive? 

The type of open space (ie. whether active 
or passive), the use of the site and the 
suitability of existing plants are criteria that 
are used to determine whether garden 
beds are redesigned or upgraded. 
Council will be in contact with you to 
discuss your ideas of how these garden 
beds may be improved. 

Submitter: Garry Singh 
Question asked of Council Response 

What immediate action will the Council 
take to prevent illegal parking at the 
intersections of Aria Blvd / Mandalay 
Parade, Serra Way / Goldsworthy Drive, 
Goldsworthy Drive / Mirro Way, and Mirro 
Way / Orbis Avenue, given the ongoing 
safety risks and lack of enforcement 
despite my multiple reports? 

Council’s Community Safety – Parking 
Officers are actively patrolling this area 
and have issued 55 parking infringement 
notices since January this year. 
The area will continue to be monitored for 
illegal parking and enforcement will be 
undertaken as required. 
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Submitter: Vijayeta Bedaysee 
Question asked of Council Response 

Will there be a fenced dog park in Mt 
Atkinson, Truganina with separate 
sections for small/old dog and big dogs? 
We travel 1 hr both ways to Williams 
landing to enjoy a safer dog park. 

Council is currently exploring opportunities 
to provide new dog off lead areas 
throughout the City, including the Mt 
Atkinson area. 
Council will be engaging with the 
community in the coming months in 
relation to dog off lead areas, including 
seeking community feedback on the 
designs of the upgraded and new dog off 
lead areas.  

Submitter: Vijayeta Bedaysee 
Question asked of Council Response 

When are we expecting a convenience 
store at Mt Atkinson, Truganina? 
Travelling an hour at a time for 
shopping!! 

There are two proposed local convenience 
centres in Mt Atkinson. They are to be 
located at the corner of Nile Drive and 
Clara Avenue, and Altezze Drive and 
Hertali Street. Council understands from 
the developer that both of these will be 
under construction later this year. 

 
Cr Ramsey departed the Chamber at 7.15pm. 

 

Submitter: Rahul Purumandla 
Question asked of Council Response 

How does the council justify continuing to 
collect full rates from Rockbank residents 
from several years when none of the 
planned community facilities have been 
delivered since the Rockbank PSP was 
approved in 2016? 

Rates collected contribute to the funding 
of services and infrastructure across the 
City which is available for all residents.  
Council remains committed to delivering 
the planned facilities in Rockbank.  

Submitter: Rahul Purumandla 
Question asked of Council Response 

As per council records, what is the 
current population of Rockbank and how 
much more population is required to 
expedite the delivery of sports precinct 
and community center? 

According to Profile ID, the current 
population of Rockbank is approximately 
8,900 people 
The Rockbank East Active Open Space 
reserve is a current project in planning 
with construction estimated to commence 
in 2028. 
The Rockbank East Community Centre is 
planned for delivery in 2028. This delivery 
timeline is planned in partnership with the 
Victorian Government to ensure that 
delivery demand is consistent with the 
Best Start Best Life reform agenda. 
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Submitter: Rakesh Adari 
Question asked of Council Response 

What steps does Council take to ensure 
that subdivision approvals prioritise the 
long-term livability of residents, including 
adequate street capacity, parking and 
infrastructure, rather than simply meeting 
minimum development standards?  

Precinct Structure Plans and the Melton 
Planning Scheme outline the minimum 
standards for street designs within the 
City. These standards are consistent 
across Victoria and developers are 
required to comply with the standards to 
Council’s satisfaction. 

 
Cr Ramsey returned to the Chamber at 7.18pm. 

 
Submitter: Rakesh Adari 
Question asked of Council Response 

The following question relates to the 
Grandview Estate. 

What monitoring actions has Council 
undertaken to assess developer traffic 
congestion, illegal shortcut use and 
parking pressures, off street congestion 
in the estate, including the number of 
reports received, patrols conducted or 
traffic studies completed? 

Council monitors traffic and parking issues 
both proactively, through Council’s 
Community Safety – Parking Officers and 
reactively, through customer requests 
received from community members.  
In the Grandview Estate, 25 customer 
requests have been lodged to date, 
including 10 relating to speed 
investigations, 11 to road safety, and 4 for 
other traffic or parking matters. The estate 
currently has two access points to Greigs 
Road, one of which is signalised. 

Submitter: Awhina Kapa 
Question asked of Council Response 

Can Council clearly outline which specific 
authority is responsible for the pedestrian 
crossing and footpath misalignment at 
the train tracks on Mt Cottrell Rd 
Thornhill Park and what formal actions 
Council has taken to escalate this 
identified safety risk to the relevant state 
authority and developer? 

The Victorian Government through the 
Department of Transport and Planning 
and the rail operator, V/Line, are the 
responsible authorities for infrastructure 
within the rail corridor, including 
pedestrian gates and crossings. 
Council has been advocating to the 
responsible authorities for additional 
pedestrian gates at Mount Cottrell Road 
as an interim safety measure while longer-
term level crossing removal, identified in 
the Precinct Structure Plans, remains 
unfunded and unprogrammed. 
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Submitter: Awhina Kapa 
Question asked of Council Response 

Given that the Unison Rd Strathulloh 
area is effectively isolated from essential 
amenities such as shops, schools, 
childcare, and parks due to the lack of 
footpaths and safe pedestrian links on Mt 
Cottrell Rd and the misaligned train 
crossing, what responsibility does 
Council accept in advocating for a 
coordinated solution, and what actions 
and timelines are in place to address 
these? 

Council has been advocating to the 
responsible authorities for additional 
pedestrian gates at Mount Cottrell Road 
as an interim safety measure whilst 
longer-term level crossing removal, 
identified in the Precinct Structure Plans, 
remains unfunded and unprogrammed. 
Additionally, as development occurs within 
the area, Council seeks to ensure the 
provision of necessary infrastructure 
including footpaths and safe pedestrian 
links. 

Submitter: Satheesh Antony 
Question asked of Council Response 

According to the current budget, 655,000 
was allotted for the Hopkins Road Bridge 
over Kororoit Creek. Could you please 
provide an update on the current stage of 
the project and its projected completion 
date? 

The Hopkins Road Bridge project is 
progressing through the design and 
approval phase, noting the approvals 
include service authority approvals and 
cultural heritage requirements. 
The approvals process includes 
completing cultural heritage salvage works 
which are currently anticipated to be 
completed by the end of 2027. 
Subject to the finalisation of the approvals 
process, the project is anticipated to begin 
in 2028 and expected to take 
approximately 18 to 24 months. 

Submitter: Satheesh Antony 
Question asked of Council Response 

According to the current budget, 
$655,000 was allotted for the Sinclair 
Road Bridge over Kororoit Creek. Could 
you please provide an update on the 
current project stage and its estimated 
completion date? 

The Sinclairs Road Bridge project is 
progressing through the design and 
approval phase, noting the approvals 
include service authority approvals and 
cultural heritage requirements. 
The timing of the construction of the 
Sinclairs Road Bridge is currently under 
review given traffic analysis identified that 
the construction cannot occur until the 
Hopkins Road Bridge is operational due to 
the unacceptable detour impacts. 
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Submitter: David O'Connor 
Question asked of Council Response 

As of 22 March 2026, the most recent 
Notice of Motion Register published on 
Council’s website is only current to June 
2025 and includes entries up to Notice of 
Motion 980. Given the importance of 
transparency and timely access to 
Council information, my question is: Will 
Council commit to updating the Notice of 
Motion Register on a more regular and 
timely basis to ensure the community has 
access to current and accurate records 
of motions being completed? 

Council officers are currently in the 
process of updating the Notices of Motion 
Register which is published on Council’s 
website and this will be available for 
viewing by the end this month. 

Submitter: David O'Connor 
Question asked of Council Response 

Will Council acknowledge that service 
catchment misalignment regarding the 
Commonwealth Home Support Program 
is affecting multiple communities across 
the City of Melton, including Diggers 
Rest, and commit to broadening its 
advocacy to State and Federal 
governments to address these 
inconsistencies wherever they occur 
within the municipality? 

Addressing the needs for service delivery 
regions to be aligned with Council 
boundaries is already included in Council's 
Advocacy Priorities. These were endorsed 
at the 27 October 2025 Meeting of 
Council. 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 FINANCE REPORT FOR PERIOD ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2025 
Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 

Presenter: Liz Rowland - Chief Financial Officer  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the 2025/2026 Finance Report for the six months ended 31 December 2025. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council  
1. Note the 2025/2026 Finance Report for the six months ended 31 December 2025, contained 

at Appendix 1. 
2. Note as at the end of the second quarter, as per Section 97 (3) of the Local Government Act 

2020, the Chief Executive Officer is of the opinion that a revised budget is not required, 
however impacts to the financial forecast will continue to be closely monitored. 

Motion 
Crs Morris/Ramsey. 
That Council  
1. Note the 2025/2026 Finance Report for the six months ended 31 December 2025, contained 

at Appendix 1. 
2. Note as at the end of the second quarter, as per Section 97 (3) of the Local Government Act 

2020, the Chief Executive Officer is of the opinion that a revised budget is not required, 
however impacts to the financial forecast will continue to be closely monitored.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each financial year quarter, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure a quarterly budget 
report is presented to Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the relevant and timely financial 
information in accordance with Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020, that compares 
actuals for the six months ending 31 December 2025 and the approved budget for the same 
period as detailed in Appendix 1.  
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Overall, Council remains in a positive financial position and is well placed to continue 
delivering services and capital investment for the community throughout the financial year. 

2. Background/Issues 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
A quarterly budget report (Appendix 1), must include; 

• a comparison of the actual and budgeted results to date;  

• an explanation of any material variations; and 

• any other matters prescribed by the regulations. 
The Audit and Risk Committee reviewed and noted the financial results to 30 November 
2025 at its meeting on 19 February 2026 with the 31 December 2025 results circulated in 
March, out of session. No changes were required following this review.  
Council remains in a financially positive position that sets up Council for the remainder of the 
financial year to pay for and deliver the services and capital investment the community 
needs. Council’s Financial Management reporting process is to thoroughly analyse each 
month the key revenue and expenditure items that result in material variance when 
compared against the budget and to forecast quarterly the year end expectation, considering 
knowledge of operations, current trends and changes in external factors. 
Whilst the financial report presented at Appendix 1 is prepared in accordance with 
Australian Accounting Standards, they contain developer contributions and capital grant 
revenue items that are common in a growth Council which are received in the current 
financial year to build future facilities like children and community centres, roads, ovals, 
parks and open spaces. This money can only be used for these purposes.  
As a result, these developer and capital grant revenue transactions distort the ‘true’ 
underlying financial performance and cash surplus position of Council within the current 
financial year. 
Table 1 below provides a management accounting summary of the financial performance for 
the six months ending 31 December 2025 which removes all developer contributions and 
capital grant revenue items relating to the growth of the region to report the adjusted 
operating surplus which better reflects the underlying financial performance of Council. 
Table 1: Adjusted Operating Surplus – Year ended 31 December 2025 
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Council’s adjusted operating result as at 31 December 2025 was a surplus of $95.2 million 
compared to a budget of $97.1 million. The unfavourable year-to-date variance of $1.9 
million is primarily driven by the following material items: 

• Higher-than-anticipated developer contributions, resulting from the earlier completion of 
subdivisions and subsequent receipt of associated contributions ahead of schedule. 

• Lower than anticipated interest income due to shifting investments from the strategic 
investment reserve into Victorian Funds Management Corporation (VFMC) as they 
reach maturity in addition to cash outflows throughout the period. 

• Unbudgeted sale of land (218 Ferris Road, Cobblebank) 

• Employee cost savings, largely due to recruitment timing leading to temporary 
vacancies across several departments. 

• Lower materials and services expenditure, attributed to the timing of contract 
payments, with several significant invoices expected in future periods. 

Capital Expenditure  
Capital expenditure incurred for the period ended 31 December 2025 was $94.9 million 
against a capital budget of $225.8 million.  This expenditure includes land acquisitions of $33 
million relating to several properties that were brought forward from future budget years 
(28/29).  These acquisitions provide an opportunity to purchase at current market values, 
which will support future essential infrastructure for the City of Melton community. 
Cash and Investments 
As at 31 December 2025, Council had a total of $525.2 million in cash and term deposits. 
This balance includes general and restricted investments representing carry forward 
expenditure, employee entitlements, and developer contributions received for future capital 
works. 
Council’s working capital ratio currently indicates strong short-term financial capacity, 
however, the ratio does not account for future cashflow commitments, requiring continued 
prudent financial governance, revenue diversification, and effective operational 
management. 

YTD
Actual

31 Dec 25

YTD
Budget

31 Dec 2025 Variance
($'000) ($'000) ($'000)

Income 369,033       361,923       7,110           
Expenses 150,395       154,155       3,760
Surplus for the year 218,638       207,768       10,870         
Net asset revaluation increment -               -               -               
Total Comprehesive Result 218,638       207,768       10,870         

Less: Capital and Non-Operating Items
Contributions - monetary 25,650         34,450         (8,800)
Contributions - non-monetary 77,369         58,918         18,451         
Net asset revaluation increment/(decrement) -               -               -               
Fair value increment investments 3,666           6,030           (2,364)
Grants - capital 9,424           5,300           4,124           
Net gain on disposal of assets 7,329           5,963           1,365           

123,438      110,661      12,776        
Adjusted Operating Surplus 95,200         97,107         (1,906)
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Overdue Rates Debt 
Total rates debt overdue at 31 December 2025 was $40.0 million, comprising $34.3 million of 
residential rates and $5.7 million of other rates debt. Of the overdue rates, $22.4 million 
relates to prior years debt, with $6.7 million and $10.9 million outstanding from the 
September 2025 and November 2025 instalments respectively. As rates instalments fall due 
throughout the year, the composition of the arrears balance will continue to change as 
payments are received, and new instalments become overdue. 
Analysis was completed on the top 50 rates accounts in arrears, totalling $2.9 million. Of this, 
14 per cent of these accounts are developer related properties. All these accounts have 
been referred for further engagement by Council’s debt collection agency. 
2025-26 Year End Forecast (Q2) 
Appendix 1 provides a forecast summary for the 2025/26 financial year as at the end of 
Quarter 2 and compares it against the full year budget to identify the expected variations 
from Council’s approved annual budget. 
As at 31 December 2025, the review highlights variances across revenue and expenditure 
categories.  Based on forecasts, the year-end operating result after depreciation and 
amortisation is estimated to be surplus of $6.3 million. This compares to the approved 2025-
26 budget of $5.1 million, a favourable variance of $1.1 million.  The material drivers of the 
favourable variance are: 

• Higher-than-anticipated developer contributions, resulting from the earlier completion of 
subdivisions and subsequent receipt of associated contributions ahead of schedule. 

• Employee cost savings, largely due to recruitment timing leading to temporary 
vacancies across several departments. 

• Unbudgeted sale of land (218 Ferris Road, Cobblebank) 
These are offset by the below unfavourable variances: 

• A reduction in capital grants income due to the timing of revenue recognition, where 
grants are now expected to be recognised in future financial years.   

• An increase in materials and services expenditure, materially impacted by: 
• IT projects relating to Information Management, Enterprise security and the 

Public Wi-Fi upgrade not originally planned to be delivered in 2025/26.  In 
addition, Technology Change Program (TCP) labour was budgeted as capital, 
but due to Accounting Standards is required to be accounted for as an operating 
expense. 

• An increase in maintenance expenses associated with unexpected assets 
received in-kind from developers.  Offsetting this is the receipt of these assets, 
recorded as Revenue – In-Kind Developer Contributions, however the ongoing 
maintenance of these assets will not be offset in future years. 

The current 2025-26 full year forecast for capital expenditure is estimated to be $232.9 
million. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
Council notes the operating surplus for the six months ended 31 December 2025 and other 
financial matters outlined in Appendix 1. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
N/A 

6. Risk Analysis 
The financial report (Appendix 1) provides transparency over the financial performance of 
Council and will ensure Council’s continued compliance with the legislative requirements.  

7. Options 
Council can: 
1. Note the report as per the recommendation. 
2. Request further information/clarification if deemed necessary. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Finance Report December 2025 
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12.2 DRAWDOWN OF BUDGETED BORROWINGS 
Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 

Presenter: Liz Rowland - Chief Financial Officer  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To seek Council approval to enter into a Loan Facility Agreement with Treasury Corporation of 
Victoria (TCV); and draw down $25.7 million in borrowings as provided for in the adopted 2025/26 
Budget and Long Term Financial Plan. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Resolves to enter into a Loan Facility Agreement with Treasury Corporation of Victoria. 
2. Notes that borrowings of $25.7m million are included in the adopted 2025/26 Budget and 

Long Term Financial Plan. 
3. Approves the drawdown of $25.7m million under the TCV Loan Facility. 
4. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to execute all required documentation and Notices of 

Drawing associated with the borrowing. 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Zada. 
That Council: 
1. Resolves to enter into a Loan Facility Agreement with Treasury Corporation of Victoria. 
2. Notes that borrowings of $25.7m million are included in the adopted 2025/26 Budget and 

Long Term Financial Plan. 
3. Approves the drawdown of $25.7m million under the TCV Loan Facility. 
4. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to execute all required documentation and Notices of 

Drawing associated with the borrowing.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council’s adopted 2025/26 Budget includes provision for borrowings of $25.7 million to 
support the delivery of two major capital projects, Cobblebank Community Services Hub and 
Plumpton Aquatic and Leisure Centre. 
To facilitate these borrowings, Council must enter into a Loan Facility Agreement with 
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (TCV), the approved borrowing authority for Victorian 
councils. 
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It is proposed that Council enter a standard TCV Loan Facility Agreement and proceed with 
an initial drawdown of $25.7 million, enabling Council to maintain liquidity resilience and 
optimise treasury positioning while investment returns through the Victorian Funds 
Management Corporation (VFMC) remain strong. 
The borrowing is incorporated into Council’s Long Term Financial Plan and remains within 
prudent financial sustainability parameters. 

2. Background/Issues 
Under Section 91 of the Local Government Act 2020 (Vic), Council has the power to borrow 
money to perform its functions. The power to borrow funds remains with the Council and has 
not been delegated to the Chief Executive Officer (CEO). 
Council’s 2025/26 Budget and Long Term Financial Plan include borrowings of $25.7 million 
to support the delivery of Cobblebank Community Services Hub and Plumpton Aquatic and 
Leisure Centre. 
Treasury Corporation of Victoria (TCV) provides loan facilities to Victorian councils under 
standardised agreements. To borrow funds through TCV, Melton City Council is required to 
enter an arrangement that establishes a standing borrowing facility, enabling all borrowings 
to be accessed via a Notice of Drawing. The Notice of Drawing is to be executed by the 
CEO, following a Council resolution to borrow funds.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The proposed borrowing is in accordance with Council’s adopted 2025/26 Budget and Long 
Term Financial Plan, maintains debt within acceptable financial sustainability ratios and debt 
services costs have been incorporated within the adopted budget.  
Council currently holds invested funds managed through VFMC. Drawing borrowings now 
allows Council to secure funding certainty, preserve liquidity flexibility, strategically balance 
costs of borrowing against investment returns and reduce exposure to future interest rate 
movements. 
This approach reflects active balance sheet management and prudent treasury oversight. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Community consultation on Council’s adopted 2025/26 Budget was undertaken in 
accordance with Council’s community engagement policy.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Key risks considered include interest rate risk, market volatility affecting investment returns, 
capital delivery timing and refinancing risk over the long term. Mitigation controls include long 
term financial modelling and scenario testing, monitoring of debt ratios and quarterly financial 
reporting to the Audit and Risk Committee and Council. 
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7. Options 
Council can: 
1. Approve the loan facility and drawdown as per the recommendation. 
2. Request further information/clarification if deemed necessary. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil.  
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12.3 SUBMISSION OF AN MAV MOTION AT MAV STATE COUNCIL 2026 - 
ALLOCATION OF GROWTH AREAS INFRASTRUCTURE CONTRIBUTION (GAIC) 

Author: Pauline Hobbs - Advocacy Lead 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
For Council to consider the recommendation to submit a motion to the Municipal Association of 
Victoria’s (MAV) State Council Meeting being held on Friday 29 May 2026 to call for joint advocacy 
to review the Growth Areas Infrastructure Contribution (GAIC) and Windfall Gains Tax with an 
allocation of funding to the local government area where it is collected. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 

1. Approves the following motion to be submitted for the next Municipal Association of Victoria 
State Council meeting being held in May 2026: 
‘That the MAV call on the State Government through formal representations and ongoing 
engagement, for a commitment to direct a percentage of funds collected through the Growth 
Areas Infrastructure Contribution (GAIC) and Windfall Gains Tax to the local government 
area where funds are collected to cover gaps in funding for major community and transport 
infrastructure such as leisure centres and libraries and local roads.’ 

2. Approves the following preamble to be submitted in support of the motion: 
‘Councils in Victoria are under increased financial pressure. In "The Future is Local: A 
Pathway for Transforming Local Government in Victoria" the MAV has identified that 
councils’ funding constraints are impacted by: 
1. On average, rates and charges account for just 57% of total Council revenue. 

2. Rate caps, tied to CPI, have failed to keep pace with actual cost growth. 

3. Expenditures have grown at 6.4% annually, outstripping revenue growth of 4.6%. 

4. Council net capital expenditure has stagnated at around $2.3 billion per year since 
2018/19, despite population growth. 

5. Nearly half of Victorian councils reported an adjusted underlying deficit in 2022/23.   

6. All council groupings, including metropolitan LGAs, are unable to make full provision 
for asset renewal, and 

7. All council groupings face declining unrestricted cash balances. 

The Victorian Government’s Plan for Victoria seeks to deliver an additional 2.24 million 
homes over the next 30 years with housing targets for every Victorian local government area. 
Delivering supporting community infrastructure is critical and councils cannot deliver on 
these needs alone. In a constrained economic environment, it is becoming increasingly 
challenging for councils to deliver critical community infrastructure. A shared approach to 
funding between local government, the Victorian Government and Australian Government 
will help deliver on the needs of the community for new or upgraded infrastructure. This is a 
position supported by Infrastructure Victoria’s Infrastructure Strategy 2025-2055 which states 
that all levels of government should contribute equally to infrastructure. 
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Having a renewed approach to how the collection of Growth Areas Infrastructure 
Contribution and Windfall Gains Tax is allocated is one avenue to begin the process to 
address a shared funding model.  
The collection of the Growth Areas Infrastructure Contribution (GAIC) was introduced in 2010 
to contribute to Victorian community and transport infrastructure to ensure developing areas 
are serviced. The Victorian Windfall Gains Tax represents the taxable value uplift in the 
capital improved value of the land before and after the rezoning takes effect. The introduction 
of a guaranteed percentage of GAIC and Windfall Gains Tax funding allocated to the council 
from where it is collected, will provide funding certainty to support investment in critical 
community infrastructure and the Victorian Government’s housing agenda.’ 

2. Authorises Melton City Council CEO in consultation with the Mayor to make 
amendments to the Motion and Preamble as required following the submission of the 
motion, provided they remain consistent with the motion's intent.  

Motion 
Crs Zada/Majdlik. 

That Council: 

1. Approves the following motion to be submitted for the next Municipal Association of Victoria 
State Council meeting being held in May 2026: 
‘That the MAV call on the State Government through formal representations and ongoing 
engagement, for a commitment to direct a percentage of funds collected through the Growth 
Areas Infrastructure Contribution (GAIC) and Windfall Gains Tax to the local government 
area where funds are collected to cover gaps in funding for major community and transport 
infrastructure such as leisure centres and libraries and local roads.’ 

2. Approves the following preamble to be submitted in support of the motion: 
‘Councils in Victoria are under increased financial pressure. In "The Future is Local: A 
Pathway for Transforming Local Government in Victoria" the MAV has identified that 
councils’ funding constraints are impacted by: 
1. On average, rates and charges account for just 57% of total Council revenue. 

2. Rate caps, tied to CPI, have failed to keep pace with actual cost growth. 

3. Expenditures have grown at 6.4% annually, outstripping revenue growth of 4.6%. 

4. Council net capital expenditure has stagnated at around $2.3 billion per year since 
2018/19, despite population growth. 

5. Nearly half of Victorian councils reported an adjusted underlying deficit in 2022/23.   

6. All council groupings, including metropolitan LGAs, are unable to make full provision 
for asset renewal, and 

7. All council groupings face declining unrestricted cash balances. 

The Victorian Government’s Plan for Victoria seeks to deliver an additional 2.24 million 
homes over the next 30 years with housing targets for every Victorian local government area. 
Delivering supporting community infrastructure is critical and councils cannot deliver on 
these needs alone. In a constrained economic environment, it is becoming increasingly 
challenging for councils to deliver critical community infrastructure. A shared approach to 
funding between local government, the Victorian Government and Australian Government 
will help deliver on the needs of the community for new or upgraded infrastructure. This is a 
position supported by Infrastructure Victoria’s Infrastructure Strategy 2025-2055 which states 
that all levels of government should contribute equally to infrastructure. 
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Having a renewed approach to how the collection of Growth Areas Infrastructure 
Contribution and Windfall Gains Tax is allocated is one avenue to begin the process to 
address a shared funding model.  
The collection of the Growth Areas Infrastructure Contribution (GAIC) was introduced in 2010 
to contribute to Victorian community and transport infrastructure to ensure developing areas 
are serviced. The Victorian Windfall Gains Tax represents the taxable value uplift in the 
capital improved value of the land before and after the rezoning takes effect. The introduction 
of a guaranteed percentage of GAIC and Windfall Gains Tax funding allocated to the council 
from where it is collected, will provide funding certainty to support investment in critical 
community infrastructure and the Victorian Government’s housing agenda.’ 
3. Authorises Melton City Council CEO in consultation with the Mayor to make 

amendments to the Motion and Preamble as required following the submission of the 
motion, provided they remain consistent with the motion's intent.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, and Zada 
Against: Cr Verdon 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
Cr Zada called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Zada 
Against: Cr Verdon 
Abstained: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 
1. Executive Summary 

The City of Melton has the highest GAIC contributions of any other council area with over 
$410.7 million dollars collected and only $255.8 million committed to date, making it under 
committed by 38 per cent. (https://spatial.planning.vic.gov.au/gaic/)  
Under the Victorian Government’s Plan for Victoria, Council has been set the target of 
109,000 new homes. This can only be achieved by co-investment in supporting community 
and transport infrastructure. GAIC funding presents an opportunity for investment in 
community and transport infrastructure given that funds are generated through the 
development of the growth areas.  
Previously, Council has had the opportunity to submit an application for GAIC funding of 
community infrastructure and transport projects, however, there is no forthcoming 
opportunity for applications from councils. Funding allocation from GAIC contributions lacks a 
consistent and transparent process to each local government area where it is collected.  
Windfall Gains Tax commenced on 1 July 2023 and is payable when land value increases by 
more than $100,000 due to government rezoning. The Valuer General determines the value 
of the land. The tax is charged when the land is rezoned, not when the land is sold or 
developed. 
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The introduction of a guaranteed percentage of GAIC and Windfall Gains Tax funding 
allocated to the council from the local government area where it is collected, will provide 
funding certainty to support investment in critical community infrastructure and connecting 
transport corridors.  
There is value in a sector wide approach to advocate for a guaranteed percentage of GAIC 
and Windfall Gains Tax funding to support councils in delivering community infrastructure.  

2. Background/Issues 
Plan for Victoria is the Victorian Government’s plan to deliver an additional 2.24 million 
homes over the next 30 years. This plan sets out housing targets for every local government 
area across Victoria, specifying their share of the extra 2.24 million homes needed. The need 
for additional homes also creates and additional need for councils to deliver enabling 
infrastructure, such as community facilities, libraries, leisure and aquatic facilities and active 
open space. Delivering supporting timely community infrastructure aligned to growth is 
critical to support housing and population growth while maintaining quality liveability. 
Councils cannot deliver on the infrastructure and service needs of growing communities 
alone. New funding streams are needed to deliver on the ambitious housing agenda of the 
Victorian Government. The need to support services and infrastructure aligned to growth is a 
shared responsibility across local, state and the Australian governments. New funding 
streams are needed to deliver on the ambitious housing agendas and the Victorian and 
Australian governments.  
The collection of the Growth Areas Infrastructure Contribution (GAIC) was introduced in 2010 
to contribute to Victorian community and transport infrastructure to ensure developing areas 
are serviced. In recent years, councils have been encouraged to submit applications for 
funding of community infrastructure and local transport projects. Council was successful in 
securing two active transport projects in 2024.  
Increased costs of infrastructure and decreased funding opportunities with the defunding of 
the Growing Suburbs Fund and the sporting infrastructure program (indoor stadiums and 
aquatic centres) have led to increases in funding gaps  
The City of Melton is a top contributor of GAIC funds collected by the Victorian Government 
but has the lowest rate of investment into community and transport infrastructure. 

 
Source: https://spatial.planning.vic.gov.au/gaic/ 03 March 2026 
The original intention was for funds to be allocated in the areas where they are collected, 
however, there has been a funding shortfall of $165 million of funds collected within our local 
government area whereas other areas have received more funding allocations than 
contribution collected.  
Council is seeking a review of GAIC that includes a guaranteed percentage of funds directed 
to council’s local community projects including libraries, community centres, aquatic centres, 
sporting pavilions or local roads within the local government area it is collected. 
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The Victorian Windfall Gains Tax represents the taxable value uplift in the capital improved 
value of the land before and after the rezoning takes effect. Rezonings to or from the Urban 
Growth Zone within the designated GAIC area (outer Melbourne growth corridors) are 
excluded from the Windfall Gains Tax. This means if the land is already subject to GAIC, it is 
not double-taxed by the Windfall Gains Tax. However, Greenfield land outside of the 
designated GAIC areas (such as in regional Victoria or other non-GAIC designated areas) 
that is rezoned for development is subject to Windfall Gains Tax. Windfall Gains Tax does 
not apply to some land and rezoning types including residential land up to two hectares; land 
rezoned to public land zones or rural zones and land owned by charities or universities.  
Over the next 10 years our community will need 10 active open space precincts, three new 
libraries and upgraded and new leisure and aquatic facilities. Council cannot deliver on this 
investment need alone. We need continued partnership, collaboration and commitment 
across all levels of government to make investments that will not only benefit communities 
today but will define the City of Melton for generations to come. 
A shared approach to investing in libraries and aquatic facilities is a recommendation of 
Infrastructure Victoria and a priority of the Outer Metropolitan Councils group. Securing a 
percentage of GAIC and Windfall Gains Tax funding is a practical way for the Victorian 
Government to support this shared funding approach.  
Investment in community and transport infrastructure is critical to local government areas 
where development occurs and collective advocacy through the MAV will increase the profile 
of this issue. The MAV State Council presents an opportunity to introduce motions that if 
adopted will become a statewide advocacy priority.  
Council’s advocacy priorities incudes financial sustainability and seeks a review of how GAIC 
and Windfall Gains Tax is invested. It is recommended that Council submits a motion for 
MAV to support the advocacy for appropriate and transparent investment of the GAIC and 
Windfall Gains Tax funds collected.  

MAV Strategic Alignment 
The motion has strategic relevance across the local government sector and aligns with one 
of the 10 Priorities within the MAV Strategi Plan – Intergenerational Infrastructure: 

• “We will work with the local government sector to ensure funding is invested by all 
levels of government into intergenerational infrastructure, ensuring the population is 
supported by the necessary services and facilities as it grows. By working to ensure 
the funding of public transport, roads, and community facilities, we will enable 
economic and productivity growth by reducing congestion and allowing people to 
move efficiently around their communities and the state.” 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.3 An organisation that is proactive and effective in advocacy to support our rapidly 
growing City. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Investment received through GAIC and Windfall Gains Tax will contribute to the capital works 
budget to deliver on key community and transport infrastructure and supports a key 
recommendation of Infrastructure Victoria. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
No public consultation was undertaken in the preparation of this report.  

6. Risk Analysis 
The motion may not generate support from the broader local government sector given the 
primary focus of GAIC funding is for the fast-growing outer suburbs nor be deemed of 
strategic relevance or of significance to the Sector in line with MAV Rules. Given the 
Victorian Government’s Plan for Victoria housing agenda, the position can be put forward 
that a guaranteed percentage of Windfall Gains Tax be directed to local government areas 
where it is collected is a consideration for all councils across Victoria. 

7. Options 
Council can:  
1. Support the recommendation that the motion is presented to the MAV State Council. 
2. Not support the recommendation and therefore advocacy will continue without MAV 

support.  
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING  
At 7:42pm the Mayor declared the meeting be adjourned for a period of 5 minutes to enable the 
rectification of technical issues affecting the audio visual equipment used to live stream the Council 
meeting. 
At 7:44pm the meeting was resumed. 

12.4 PROPOSED DISCONTINUANCE AND SALE OF PART GRAY COURT, DEANSIDE 
Author: Sian Rainford - Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider a discontinuance of (R1 on LP149082E), Gray Court, Deanside; Gray Court, Deanside 
and the proposed sale of land.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Pursuant to section 206, 207 and 223 and Clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the LGA 1989: 

a. Commence the statutory process to propose to discontinue part road reserve (R1 on 
LP149082E), Gray Court, Deanside;  

b. Subject to the above discontinuance, vest the discontinued land in Council; 
c. Direct that in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Policy, a Public 

Notice of the proposed discontinuance be published in the Melton & Moorabool Star 
Weekly newspaper, and on Council’s Website. 

d. Convene, if required, a submissions hearing pursuant to section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 to hear from anyone who states in their submission their desire 
to be heard in person. If required, the meeting will be conducted via videoconference, 
with anyone requesting to be heard in person being notified in advance of the date. 

2. Delegates to the Chief Executive Officer, subject to the processes outlined in the above point 
1 being carried out to the extent they are required, the authority to decide to discontinue the 
road, including doing all things and executing all documents required to give effect to the 
road discontinuance.  

3. That subject to the Chief Executive Officer deciding to discontinue the Subject Land in 
accordance with the above point 2, Council: 
a. Commence the statutory process to sell the Subject Land to D Mayo and E Sant, 

owners of 88 Gray Court, Deanside for no less than $25,500 exclusive of GST, with the 
final amount to be determined by the Chief Executive Officer; 

b. Pursuant to section 114 of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act), publish notice of 
Council’s intention to sell the land on:  
i. Council’s website; and 
ii. In the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly; and  
iii. In any other matter determined by the Chief Executive Officer.  

4. Note that a further report will be presented to a future meeting of Council to make a final 
decision on the sale.  
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Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Verdon. 
That Council: 

1. Pursuant to section 206, 207 and 223 and Clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the LGA 1989: 
 

a. Commence the statutory process to propose to discontinue part road reserve (R1 on 
LP149082E), Gray Court, Deanside;  

b. Subject to the above discontinuance, vest the discontinued land in Council; 
c. Direct that in accordance with Council’s Community Engagement Policy, a Public 

Notice of the proposed discontinuance be published in the Melton & Moorabool Star 
Weekly newspaper, and on Council’s Website. 

d. Convene, if required, a submissions hearing pursuant to section 223 of the Local 
Government Act 1989 to hear from anyone who states in their submission their desire 
to be heard in person. If required, the meeting will be conducted via videoconference, 
with anyone requesting to be heard in person being notified in advance of the date. 

2. Delegates to the Chief Executive Officer, subject to the processes outlined in the above point 
1 being carried out to the extent they are required, the authority to decide to discontinue the 
road, including doing all things and executing all documents required to give effect to the 
road discontinuance.  

3. That subject to the Chief Executive Officer deciding to discontinue the Subject Land in 
accordance with the above point 2, Council: 
a. Commence the statutory process to sell the Subject Land to D Mayo and E Sant, 

owners of 88 Gray Court, Deanside for no less than $25,500 exclusive of GST, with the 
final amount to be determined by the Chief Executive Officer; 

b. Pursuant to section 114 of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act), publish notice of 
Council’s intention to sell the land on:  
i. Council’s website; and 
ii. In the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly; and  
iii. In any other matter determined by the Chief Executive Officer.  

Note that a further report will be presented to a future meeting of Council to make a final decision 
on the sale.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
In 2025, Council received a request from Tract Consultants, on behalf of Deanside 
Developer 1, the developer of the Deanside Estate in Deanside, to discontinue and sell part 
of Gray Court, described as R1 on LP149082E, being approximately 102m2 known as the 
Court Bowl.  
The proposal to discontinue the road is to align the progression of Gray Court to the North, 
resulting in part of the road reserve known as the Court bowl, being redundant. The applicant 
has been working with Council’s City Growth and Development Team to progress planning 
permits and plan of subdivision, which will see the Subject Land consolidated into the two 
adjoining titled holdings being Lots 1254 and 1255 on PS921789P, as part of a five lot 
subdivision.  
Gray Court has now been extended to connect with Bray Street, in line with the Kororoit 
Precinct Structure Plan, is a portion of land which was formerly a court, being a redundant 
portion of road reserve (the Subject Land). The indicate map of this area, is below:  

 

Pending discontinuation, the court bowl will no longer be required, and Officers will facilitate 
a change to the road suffix, renaming Gray Court to Gray Road. The road name change can 
occur under delegation and pursuant to Council’s Place Naming Policy and the naming rules 
of Geographic Names Victoria. 

2. Background/Issues 
In 2025, Council received a request from Tract Consultants, on behalf of Deanside 
Developer 1, the developer of the Deanside Estate in Deanside, to discontinue and sell part 
of Gray Court, described as R1 on LP149082E, being approximately 102m2 known as the 
Court Bowl and as identified in Appendix 1. 
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Road Discontinuance  
The developer of Creekbank Estate (129 Gray Court) holds a multi-lot subdivision planning 
permit (PA2025/9027/1) which includes amendments for Gray Court upgrade works. 
Construction of the Gray Court extension through-road connection has now been completed 
and is awaiting opening for public use. Council, as the coordinating road authority, has the 
power to discontinue roads under Clause 3 of Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 
1989.  
Sale of Land  
Subject to the road being discontinued, the land will be vest in Council, and a separate title 
will be assigned, enabling Council to transact the land. The developer has provided a 
valuation, which identifies the highest and best use of the land to be “residential development 
in conjunction with the adjoining residential superlot”. 
The Subject Land is a road within the meaning of the Local Government Act 1989.  In order 
to be able to transact the Subject Land, it will need to be discontinued, assigned its own title, 
and then able to be transacted. Officers proposed to discontinue the road pursuant to Clause 
3 of Schedule 10, section 206, 207 and 223 of the 1989 Act which were not repealed in the 
transition to the Local Government Act 2020.  

Due to the nature of the land, in particular its location, Officers consider that private treaty to 
the adjoining owner is the most appropriate method of sale. The Subject Land provides no 
strategic or long-term benefit to Council.  
In line with the Kororoit Precinct Structure Plan, Gray Court will be extended to connect with 
Bray Street, as shown in Appendix 2. Once constructed, the court bowl will no longer be 
required, and the road suffix will need to change from Court to Road to reflect its function as 
a through road. It is proposed to rename the full extent of Gray Court to Gray Road. 
Appendix 1 
 

 
Appendix 2 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A thriving and well-designed City 

2.4 A City that plans and delivers infrastructure that is evidence-based, fit for purpose and 
accessible, delivering value to the city and its people. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council’s Sale and Acquisition of Land Policy provides that “where land is being sold to an 
adjoining owner, for example, to tidy an anomaly or to alleviate maintenance or boundary 
issues, the valuation will be assessed on an added-value basis.”   
In this case and to further consider any proposal to sell the land, the applicant was asked to 
procure an independent valuation of the Subject Land. The valuation provides a current 
market value of $25,500 exclusive of GST using the added value basis outlined above. In 
accordance with section 114 of the Local Government Act 2020, a valuation which is no 
older than six months will be required. Should a contract of sale be sold after this time, an 
updated valuation will be provided. 
All other costs, including legal fees, surveyor costs, gazettal and lodgement will be paid by 
the applicant. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Road Discontinuance  
Pursuant to section 12 of the Road Management Act 2004 (RMA), Council, as the 
coordinating road authority for the road or part of the road, may, by notice published in the 
Government Gazette, discontinue a road or part of a road.  Section 12 of the RMA requires 
that if Council is seeking to discontinue a road, giving people the right to make a submission 
in respect of the proposed discontinuance.   
Pursuant to section 223 of the Local Government Act 1989, as section 12 of the RMA gives 

people the right to make a submission, Council must then undertake a section 223 
consultation process. Accordingly: 
(a) The Council must publish a public notice: 

(i) specifying the matter in respect of which the right to make a submission 
applies; 

(ii) containing the prescribed details in respect of that matter; 

(iii)  specifying the date by which submissions are to be submitted, being a 
date which is not less than 28 days after the date on which the public 
notice is published; 

(iv) stating that a person making a submission is entitled to request in the 
submission that the person wishes to appear in person, or to be 
represented by a person specified in the submission, at a meeting to be 
heard in support of the submission; 

(b) if a request has been made under paragraph (a)(iv), the Council must— 

(i) provide the person with the opportunity to be heard in support of the 
submission in accordance with the request at a meeting of the Council or of 
a committee determined by the Council; 

(ii) fix the day, time and place of the meeting; 

https://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
https://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#council
https://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#council
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(iii) give reasonable notice of the day, time and place of the meeting to 
each person who made a request.  

Following the above, Council must notify in writing, each person who has made a separate 
submission of the decision and the reason for that decision.  
Sale of Land  
Pursuant to section 114 of the Local Government Act 2020, Council must, where selling, 
exchanging or transferring land, at least four weeks before dealing with the land, publish a 
public notice of its intention to deal with the land. The public notice must be published on 
Council’s internet site, and in line with Council’s Community Engagement Policy. Council’s 
Community Engagement Policy prescribes a participatory level of engagement when selling 
land. 
Pursuant to Council’s Community Engagement Policy adopted by Council on 7 June 2021,  

“Participatory practices take place at the first two levels of influence on the spectrum, 
‘Inform’ and ‘Consult’ and involve one-way information exchange either from Council to 
community or community to Council. Participatory engagement typically occurs when 
feedback is invited on ideas, alternatives or draft documents.” 

Inform is defined as “Provide the community with information, including balanced and 
objective information to assist them in understanding the issue, alternatives, opportunities 
and/or solutions” and Consult is defined as “Obtain community feedback on analysis, 
alternatives and/or decisions.”  

In this matter, if Council proceeds with the sale, a public notice would be published on 
Council’s website and any other platforms deemed appropriate informing the community of 
Council’s intention to sell the land. The public notice will identify the prospective purchase, 
key commercial terms of the sale and in accordance with Council’s Sale and Acquisition of 
Land Policy, detail why a private treaty method of sale has been chosen.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Retaining the court bowl would result in inefficient subdivision and leave Council with 
redundant land not required for services or pathways to maintain into the future.  

7. Options 
That Council: 

1. Adopt the recommendations as set out in this report and commence the statutory 
process for the proposed discontinuance and sale.  

2. Not adopt the recommendations set out in this report and the road will remain a road 
pursuant to the Road Management Act, under the control and management of Council.  

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 

  

https://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_act/lga1989182/s3.html#person
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12.5 PROPOSAL TO LEASE - BORONIA DRIVE RESERVE, HILLSIDE 
Author: Sian Rainford - Senior Lawyer and Property Advisor 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider a proposed lease to Indara Corporation Pty Ltd at Boronia Drive Reserve, Hillside. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Refuse to grant a lease to Indara Corporation Pty Ltd at Boronia Drive Reserve, Hillside for 

the purpose of ‘constructing, maintaining and operating a communications facility including 
but not limited to installing, storing, operating, repairing, maintaining, altering and replacing 
and removal of the Tenant’s Equipment consistent with the evolving nature of 
telecommunication services.’  

2. Engage with Indara Corporation Pty Ltd to identify potential alternative locations in the 
Hillside area.  

Motion 
Crs Zada/Abboushi. 
That Council: 
1. Refuse to grant a lease to Indara Corporation Pty Ltd at Boronia Drive Reserve, Hillside for 

the purpose of ‘constructing, maintaining and operating a communications facility including 
but not limited to installing, storing, operating, repairing, maintaining, altering and replacing 
and removal of the Tenant’s Equipment consistent with the evolving nature of 
telecommunication services.  

2. Engage with Indara Corporation Pty Ltd to identify potential alternative locations in the 
Hillside area.   

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
In 2025, Indara Corporation Pty Ltd (Indara) approached Council with a proposal to lease 
Council land at Boronia Drive Reserve in Hillside. This proposal is for the purpose of 
installation of telecommunication infrastructure which intends to address and identified 
mobile and data coverage gaps in the Hillside area and improve network reliability for the 
surrounding community.  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 23 MARCH 2026 

Page 59 

Council carried out the required levels of community engagement as required by the Local 
Government Act 2020, and Council’s Community Engagement Policy. The carrier also 
carried out a level of community consultation as required under the Telecommunications Act 
1997 and the Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment Code (C564), which resulted in 
significant community objection.   
This report presents the options to Council of how to proceed with the proposal.  

2. Background/Issues 
In 2025, Indara Corporation Pty Ltd (Indara) approached Council with a proposal to lease 
Council land at Boronia Drive Reserve in Hillside for the purpose of installing 
telecommunication infrastructure. The proposed permitted purpose under the draft lease is 
for “constructing, maintaining and operating a communications facility including but not 
limited to installing, storing, operating, repairing, maintaining, altering and replacing and 
removal of the Tenant’s Equipment consistent with the evolving nature of telecommunication 
services”. The proposal was due to Indara asserting to have identified Hillside as an 
underserviced area, resulting in poor quality mobile and internet coverage.  
The proposal is to replace an existing thirty metre light pole, with a thirty-five metre 
monopole, five metres from the existing light pole. The proposal will see the relocation of the 
existing lights onto the proposed monopole. The proposed location is identified on the below 
map in yellow.  

 
The proposal has been referred internally with no objections to the proposal received.  
Whilst Officers are satisfied that Council has fulfilled its obligations and that the proposal 
could be supported, it is being recommended for refusal, as:  
a. the proposed location has a significant visual impact for the neighbouring residential 

properties, being a much larger and taller facility than is currently in its location, which 
is a standard size light pole;  
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b. Hillside has other identified locations which may be more suitable, and which the 
carrier has expressed a willingness to explore.  

It is noted that the feedback of the community indicates a strong objection to the proposed 
location. The carrier is supportive of working with Council to identify other, suitable locations.   
On that basis, Officers are recommending the proposal be rejected and that Officers work 
with Indara as a matter of priority, to consider alternative locations. Should none of these 
proposals be viable upon further investigation, it is possible that Officers may bring this 
matter back to Council for further consideration.  
Council discharged its responsibilities under the Local Government Act, and its Community 
Engagement Policy, and is within its right to consider granting the lease.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A thriving and well-designed City 

2.4 A City that plans and delivers infrastructure that is evidence-based, fit for purpose and 
accessible, delivering value to the city and its people. 

4. Financial Considerations 
If not granted, any alternative options for telecommunication infrastructure in the area, will be 
subject to an independent valuation of that site. All other costs in progressing, finalising and 
managing the lease will be operational. 
If granted, the lease includes a per annum rental amount of $18,000 per annum, exclusive of 
GST. The rental amount includes a 3% per annum increase. All other costs in progressing, 
finalising and managing the lease are operational.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Council’s Community Engagement Policy provides that the level of engagement required for 
‘leasing of land’ is “to be selected depending on the complexity of the matter.” In this case, 
Officers selected an ‘inform’ level of engagement, on the basis that the issue of granting a 
lease to in respect of the proposed site was of relatively low complexity.  
A public notice was published:  
a. on Council’s website between 2 and 30 May 2025;  
b. in the Melton & Moorabool Star Weekly for one publication commencing 13 May 2025;  
c. in the Brimbank North Star Weekly for one publication commencing 10 June 2025. 
Council received no initial enquiries or feedback in response to its “inform” public notice. As 
is required under the Telecommunications Act 1997 and the Mobile Phone Base Station 
Deployment Code (C564), the carrier then completed its own consultation process. This 
resulted in a significant number of submissions to the proposal. Due to the lapse in time 
between Council’s engagement and the carriers engagement, and in response to the 
community’s submissions, Officers undertook a second round of community consultation by 
completing a letter drop to all properties within a 250 metre radius of the proposed location. 
This was an additional step which was not legislatively required, as Council had already 
fulfilled its community engagement responsibilities under the Local Government Act, in May 
2025. A meeting was held between residents from the adjoining Sugar Gum estate, the 
Mayor and Officers on 16 January 2026, where residents asserted strong opposite to the 
proposal.  
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The second round of notice, resulted in nine (9) responses, all of which were objections to 
the proposal. The reasons for the objections include:  
a. visual impact; 
b. health impacts;  
c. altering the neighborhood character;  
d. decrease in property valuation.  
Council has considered these objections, and the carrier has also addressed these concerns 
as the objections were consistent with those provided directly to the carrier.  
As Council has validly exercised its power under the Act, Officers do not consider that 
Council is exposed to any liability regarding adequacy of community consultation, amenity 
impacts, house value declining or health concerns of residents. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Council has discharged its obligations as required under the Local Government Act 2020 and 
the Planning and Environment Act 1987.  

There exists reputational risk as it relates to the proposal, based on the level of community 
dissatisfaction expressed around the proposal. The report may also suggest that any 
proposal which receives objections, will be automatically rejected as a precedent. The 
recommendation in this report, does not set a precedent as it is based on a unique set of 
facts. Any future report to Council on any telecommunication proposal, will identify if a 
proposal is a compliant, other viable options for consideration, and any response to 
community consultation.  

7. Options 
Council may: 
1. To refuse the proposal to lease and engage with Indara Corporation Pty Ltd to identify 

alternative locations for consideration.   
2. To grant the lease to Indara Corporation Pty Ltd and delegate to the Chief Executive 

Officer, finalise all required steps in respect of the lease.  

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.6 PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 2026 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To amend the adopted 2026 Council Meeting Schedule. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council, in accordance with its Governance Rules, amend the adopted 2026 Council Meeting 
Schedule to change the commencement time of Scheduled Council Meetings from 7.00pm to 
6.00pm, effective from the Council Meeting scheduled to be held 27 April 2026.  

Motion 
Crs Morris/Ramsey. 
That Council, in accordance with its Governance Rules, amend the adopted 2026 Council Meeting 
Schedule to change the commencement time of Scheduled Council Meetings from 7.00pm to 
6.00pm, effective from the Council Meeting scheduled to be held 27 April 2026.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council adopted its 2026 Council Meeting Schedule on 6 November 2025, inclusive of a 
commencement time of 7.00pm for all Scheduled Council Meetings. 
This report seeks Council’s consideration to amend the adopted 2026 Council Meeting 
Schedule, in accordance with Council’s Governance Rules, to change the commencement 
time of Scheduled Council Meetings from 7.00pm to 6.00pm, effective 27 April 2026. 

2. Background/Issues 
At its meeting held 6 November 2025, Council resolved to adopt the 2026 Council Meeting 
Schedule, including the specified dates, locations, formats, and commencement times for 
Scheduled Council Meetings. 
A subsequent review of Council Meeting times identified the current commencement time of 
7.00pm can present resourcing impacts, and potential health and safety risks for attendees. 
This report proposes to amend the commencement time for Council Meetings from 7.00pm 
to 6.00pm in accordance with Rule 16 of Council’s Governance Rules, which states: 
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‘Council by resolution, or the Chief Executive Officer in consultation with the Mayor, may 
change the date, time, place and/or format of any Council meeting which has been fixed and 
must provide reasonable notice of the change to the public.’ 

It is proposed the revised commencement time apply with effect from the Council Meeting 
scheduled for 27 April 2026.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no additional costs that would be incurred as a result of the proposed change. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
In accordance with Council’s Governance Rules, reasonable notice of any change to the 
adopted meeting schedule must be provided to the public. If the recommendation in this 
report is adopted by Council, it will provide one month’s notice of the change to the public. 

6. Risk Analysis 
The potential risk that an earlier commencement time of Council Meetings could impact the 
capacity for attendance in person by the public can be partially mitigated through advance 
public notice and the continued provision of live streaming of Council Meetings open to the 
public. Conversely, an earlier commencement time may improve accessibility for individuals 
who were previously unable to attend Council Meetings due to the later commencement 
time. 
Furthermore, the proposed earlier commencement time may mitigate potential health and 
safety risks associated with extended meeting hours for attendees.  

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Adopt the officer’s recommendation within this report. 
2. Not adopt the officer’s recommendation, maintaining the current commencement time 

for Scheduled Council Meetings of 7.00pm. 
3. Adopt an alternative commencement time for Scheduled Council Meetings. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.7 LEADWEST JOINT DELEGATED COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee held on  
3 December 2025 and the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee held 
on 25 February 2026. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting held on 3 December 

2025 as Appendix 1; and  
2. Note the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting held on 

23 February 2026 as Appendix 2. 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Verdon. 
That Council: 
1. Note the minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting held on 3 December 

2025 as Appendix 1; and  
2. Note the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting held on 

23 February 2026 as Appendix 2.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The purpose of the LeadWest Committee is to oversee the preparation and implementation 
of the LeadWest Strategic Plan and identified sub projects as adopted and agreed by 
member Councils. 
The minutes attached to this report include the confirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint 
Delegated Committee meeting held on 3 December 2025, as well as the unconfirmed 
minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting held on 25 February 2026. 
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2. Background/Issues 
The LeadWest Committee was established as a Joint Delegated Committee pursuant to 
section 64 of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act), with the Cities of Brimbank, 
Hobsons Bay, Maribyrnong, Melton, and Wyndham, on and from 1 August 2021. 
It has delegated powers and functions in an Instrument of Delegation and Schedule and has 
Terms of Reference that govern its operations, meeting, and reporting arrangements.  
Attached to this report are the confirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated 
Committee meeting held on 3 December 2025, and the unconfirmed minutes of the meeting 
held on 25 February 2026, provided as Appendix 1 and Appendix 2 respectively. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making 

4. Financial Considerations 
The ongoing budget for the LeadWest Committee will include two components. Firstly, to 
deliver the projects in the four-year implementation plan, recommendations will be made to 
member Councils for consideration in each Council’s annual budgeting process. Secondly, a 
payment of a base contribution to apply equally to all Councils.   

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The LeadWest Committee provides a mechanism for a regional approach to advocacy and 
the delivery of a Strategic Plan. The LeadWest Strategic Plan is underpinned by a rolling 
four-year implementation plan which will be delivered by teams from across the member 
councils implementing specific projects. This Plan was prepared following extensive 
consultation including a focus on engaging Councillors from the member Councils. 

6. Risk Analysis 
The legal framework for the LeadWest Committee structure is pursuant to s.64 of the Act.  
There is no perceived risk in the recommendation contained within this report. 

7. Options 
That Council note the confirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee held 
on 3 December 2025 and the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated 
Committee held on 25 February 2025 as per the recommendation to this report. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Confirmed Minutes LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee Meeting - 3 December 

2025 
2.  Unconfirmed Minutes LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee Meeting - 25 February 

2026 
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12.8 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MATTERS 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 
19 February 2026 (the minutes). 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed Minutes and the Chair Summary Report of the Committee Meeting for 

the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 19 February 2026, provided as Appendices 1 
and 2 to this report, respectively. 

2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
within the minutes. 

3. Note the Audit and Risk Committee Biannual Report for the period October 2025 – March 
2026, provided as Appendix 3 to this report. 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Morris. 
That Council: 
1. Note the confirmed Minutes and the Chair Summary Report of the Committee Meeting for 

the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 19 February 2026, provided as Appendices 1 
and 2 to this report, respectively. 

2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
within the minutes. 

3. Note the Audit and Risk Committee Biannual Report for the period October 2025 – March 
2026, provided as Appendix 3 to this report.  

 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 
1. Executive Summary 

The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 19 February 2026 are 
appended to this report as Appendix 1. Additionally, a Summary Report of the Committee 
prepared by the Audit and Risk Committee Chairperson, Jeff Rigby, is provided as Appendix 
2 to this report.  
The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 
A biannual report regarding the activities of the Committee for the period October 2025 to 
March 2026, is provided as Appendix 3. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Audit and Risk Committee is established by the Council pursuant to Section 53 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  
The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance 
reporting, Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and 
oversee the internal and external audit function.  
The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 for matters that 
the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  
The attached report (Appendix 3) provided by the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk 
Committee, satisfies the requirements for the presentation of a biannual report to Council. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Any and all financial considerations are set out within the reports and minutes of the Audit 
and Risk Committee. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 
A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 
Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 
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7. Options 
Council has the option to provide any feedback or direction to the Audit and Risk Committee 
it feels is appropriate on the discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities under the Audit 
and Risk Committee Charter. 
The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Audit and Risk Committee Confirmed Minutes - 19 February 2026 
2.  Audit and Risk Committee Chair Summary Report - 19 February 2026 
3.  Audit and Risk Committee Biannual Report October 2025 - March 2026 
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12.9 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Manager Governance 

Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meeting, provided as 
Appendix 1 of this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 

1. Heritage Advisory Committee – 10 February 2026 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meeting, provided as 
Appendix 1 of this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 

1. Heritage Advisory Committee – 10 February 2026  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 
1. Executive Summary 

Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act), Council has the power to 
create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committee attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the Act.  
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All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2025/26 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 6 and 24 November 2025. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Heritage Advisory Committee 10 February 2026 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2025-2029 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A progressive and trusted Council 

3.2 An organisation that prioritises good governance, integrity and accountability and is 
community minded in its decision-making 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Heritage Advisory Committee - 10 February 2026 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports were received from Crs Carli, Zada and Shannon. 
At 8.11pm, Cr Zada departed the Chamber. 
At 8.12pm, Cr Shannon departed the Chamber. 
A report was received from Cr Morris. 
At 8.15pm, Cr Verdon departed the Chamber and Crs Shannon and Zada returned to the 
Chamber. 
At 8.16pm, Cr Verdon returned to the Chamber. 
Reports were received from Crs Ramsey, Abboushi, Verdon, and Majdlik. 
At 8.28pm, Cr Majdlik departed the Chamber. 
A report was received from Cr Turner. 
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At 8.32pm, Cr Majdlik returned to the Chamber. 
At 8.33pm, Cr Ramsey departed the Chamber and returned to the Chamber at 8:36pm. 

14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 997 (CR DR ZADA) - ADVOCACY REGARDING MT 
ATKINSON SERVICE CATCHMENT 

Councillor: Phillip Zada 
 

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. Write to the Victorian Minister for Health, The Hon Mary-Anne Thomas MP, and Ms Luba 

Grigorovitch MP, Member for Kororoit, regarding health and disability service misalignment 
affecting Mt Atkinson residents, and copy the correspondence to the Hon Lizzie Blandthorn 
MP, Minister for Children, Minister for Disability; Ingrid Stitt MP Minister for Mental Health, 
Minister for Ageing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for Prevention of Family 
Violence; Ms Moira Deeming MP, Member for Western Metropolitan Region; Mr David 
Ettershank MP, Member for Western Metropolitan Region; Mr Trung Luu MP, Member for 
Western Metropolitan Region; to: 
a. Outline community concerns regarding hospital and allied health catchment 

allocation inconsistencies due to municipal alignment. 
b. Request clarification of formal health and disability service catchment boundaries 

and the administrative or digital coding processes used to determine allocation. 
c. Seek advice on whether any review or corrective measures are being considered to 

ensure residents north of Boundary Road within the City of Melton are not 
misallocated due to suburb naming conventions. 

2. Write to the Minister for Government Services, The Hon Senator Katy Gallagher, and Ms 
Alice Jordan-Baird MP, Federal Member for Gorton, regarding Centrelink and NDIS 
service allocation concerns affecting Mt Atkinson residents, to: 
a. Outline community concerns regarding reported automatic allocation of residents to 

Werribee-based Centrelink servicing due to “Truganina” suburb coding rather than 
the municipal boundary. 

b. Raise reported NDIS Local Area Coordinator allocation, Workforce Australia and 
Services Australia issues linked to suburb naming rather than City of Melton 
alignment and radius from residents. 

c. Request clarification on the administrative processes used to determine Centrelink 
and NDIS servicing locations where suburb names span multiple municipalities, and 
whether system adjustments are being considered. 

3. Write to the Victorian Minister for Planning, The Hon Sonya Kilkenny MP, in her capacity 
overseeing Geographic Names Victoria, regarding suburb designation discrepancies and 
copy the correspondence to Ms Luba Grigorovitch MP Member for Kororoit, the Hon Lizzie 
Blandthorn MP, Minister for Children, Minister for Disability; Ingrid Stitt MP Minister for 
Mental Health, Minister for Ageing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for Prevention 
of Family Violence; Ms Moira Deeming MP, Member for Western Metropolitan Region; Mr 
David Ettershank MP, Member for Western Metropolitan Region; Mr Trung Luu MP, 
Member for Western Metropolitan Region; to: 
a. Outline community concerns that the current “Truganina” suburb designation 

spanning multiple municipalities may be contributing to administrative and digital 
misalignment. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 23 MARCH 2026 

Page 122 

b. Request that Geographic Names Victoria assess whether the existing suburb 
boundary and naming arrangements are contributing to systemic service allocation 
inconsistencies. 

c. Seek advice on whether further review or guidance from Geographic Names Victoria 
is warranted to address the discrepancies raised by residents. 

Motion 
Crs Zada/Shannon. 
That Council: 
1. Write to the Victorian Minister for Health, The Hon Mary-Anne Thomas MP, and Ms Luba 

Grigorovitch MP, Member for Kororoit, regarding health and disability service misalignment 
affecting Mt Atkinson residents, and copy the correspondence to the Hon Lizzie Blandthorn 
MP, Minister for Children, Minister for Disability; Ingrid Stitt MP Minister for Mental Health, 
Minister for Ageing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for Prevention of Family 
Violence; Ms Moira Deeming MP, Member for Western Metropolitan Region; Mr David 
Ettershank MP, Member for Western Metropolitan Region; Mr Trung Luu MP, Member for 
Western Metropolitan Region; to: 
a. Outline community concerns regarding hospital and allied health catchment 

allocation inconsistencies due to municipal alignment. 
b. Request clarification of formal health and disability service catchment boundaries 

and the administrative or digital coding processes used to determine allocation. 
c. Seek advice on whether any review or corrective measures are being considered to 

ensure residents north of Boundary Road within the City of Melton are not 
misallocated due to suburb naming conventions. 

2. Write to the Minister for Government Services, The Hon Senator Katy Gallagher, and Ms 
Alice Jordan-Baird MP, Federal Member for Gorton, regarding Centrelink and NDIS 
service allocation concerns affecting Mt Atkinson residents, to: 
a. Outline community concerns regarding reported automatic allocation of residents to 

Werribee-based Centrelink servicing due to “Truganina” suburb coding rather than 
the municipal boundary. 

b. Raise reported NDIS Local Area Coordinator allocation, Workforce Australia and 
Services Australia issues linked to suburb naming rather than City of Melton 
alignment and radius from residents. 

c. Request clarification on the administrative processes used to determine Centrelink 
and NDIS servicing locations where suburb names span multiple municipalities, and 
whether system adjustments are being considered. 

3. Write to the Victorian Minister for Planning, The Hon Sonya Kilkenny MP, in her capacity 
overseeing Geographic Names Victoria, regarding suburb designation discrepancies and 
copy the correspondence to Ms Luba Grigorovitch MP Member for Kororoit, the Hon Lizzie 
Blandthorn MP, Minister for Children, Minister for Disability; Ingrid Stitt MP Minister for 
Mental Health, Minister for Ageing, Minister for Multicultural Affairs, Minister for Prevention 
of Family Violence; Ms Moira Deeming MP, Member for Western Metropolitan Region; Mr 
David Ettershank MP, Member for Western Metropolitan Region; Mr Trung Luu MP, 
Member for Western Metropolitan Region; to: 
a. Outline community concerns that the current “Truganina” suburb designation 

spanning multiple municipalities may be contributing to the administrative and digital 
misalignment.  
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For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
Cr Ramsey called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil  
Abstained: Nil 

 CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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15. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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16. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Land Acquisition - Thornhill Park 

(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

16.2 Contract No 25-215 - Provision of Street Sweeping Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  

Procedural Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey.  
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
16.1 Land Acquisition - Thornhill Park 

(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

16.2 Contract No 25-215 - Provision of Street Sweeping Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 
 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Morris, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner, Verdon and Zada 
Against: Nil 
Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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17. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 8:48pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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