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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
MELTON CITY COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,  
CIVIC CENTRE, 232 HIGH STREET, MELTON ON  

27 MARCH 2023 AT 7.00PM 
 

 
Present: Cr Lara Carli (Mayor) 

Cr Julie Shannon (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr Steve Abboushi 
Cr Justine Farrugia 
Cr Goran Kesic 
Cr Kathy Majdlik 
Cr Sophie Ramsey  

 Cr Bob Turner 
Cr Ashleigh Vandenberg 

 
 
Roslyn Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
Peter Leersen, Director Organisational Performance 
Sam Romaszko, Director City Futures 
Luke Shannon, Executive Lead Strategic Initiatives 
Neil Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
Bob Baggio, Manager Planning Services 
Coral Crameri, Manager Community Care 
Renee Hodgson, Governance Coordinator  
 

 
 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Carli opened the meeting at 7.07pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil.  

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 
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5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil. 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 27 February 2023 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 27 February 2023 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  

CARRIED 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHAPTER 6, RULE 1 OF THE COUNCIL'S GOVERNANCE RULES 

  
 

 

• Monday 13 February 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 20 February 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 27 February 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 6 March 2023 Summary of Information Meeting of Councillors 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 13 
February 2023, 20 February 2023, 27 February 2023 and 6 March 2023 provided as Appendices 
1 – 4 respectively to this report. 
 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That Council receive and note the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 13 
February 2023, 20 February 2023, 27 February 2023 and 6 March 2023 provided as Appendices 
1 – 4 respectively to this report, with a slight amendment on briefing date 20 February 2023, 
indicating Cr Majdlik was present until the conclusion of the meeting at 8.30pm.  

CARRIED 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Information Meeting of Councillors - 13 February 2023 
2.  Summary of Information Meeting of Councillors - 20 February 2023 
3.  Summary of Information Meeting of Councillors - 27 February 2023 
4.  Summary of Information Meeting of Councillors - 6 March 2023 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• The Hon. Ros Spence MP, Minister for Suburban Development – Suburban Development 
portfolio 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters, received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Ros Spence MP, Minister for Suburban Development – Suburban Development 

portfolio – dated 8 March 2023 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Kesic. 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters, received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Ros Spence MP, Minister for Suburban Development – Suburban Development 

portfolio – dated 8 March 2023.  
CARRIED 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  The Hon. Ros Spence MP, Minister for Suburban Development - Suburban 

Development portfolio dated 8 March 2023 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Cr Shannon tabled a petition with 129 signatories, regarding a request for support from 
Council for the installation of traffic lights at the intersection of High Street and Glen Road, 
Melton. 
This petition will be referred to officers for consideration. 

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.  

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Name Question asked of Council 

Mark When does Melton City Council plan to renew the lease of the 
Melton Pistol Club at Brookfield?  

Mark Does the council want to close a great sporting club down that 
has been operating for 50+ years? 

TJ Can residents be informed of the outcome of Cr Vandenbergs 
question re alleged misconduct? 

David O’Connor What infrastructure projects have been prioritised for Diggers 
Rest? 

David O’Connor Would Council attend to the alarm malfunction issue at the 
Diggers Rest Kinder and Family Services? 

TJ Does Melton City Council and its councillors condemn Neo-
Nazism, in all forms within our City/state? 

Matthew Pearse Can the Council provide an update to the underfunding for the 
Toolern PSP from the August meeting? 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 

Presenter: Roslyn Wai - Chief Executive Officer  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 3 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the respective 
Minutes: 
1) Reconciliation Advisory Committee, 7 December 2022 
2) Disability Advisory Committee, 2 February 2023 
3) Policy Review Panel – 22 March 2023 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 3 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the respective 
Minutes: 
1) Reconciliation Advisory Committee, 7 December 2022 
2) Disability Advisory Committee, 2 February 2023 
3) Policy Review Panel – 22 March 2023. 
4) That Council offers cultural training for councillors as per the Reconciliation Advisory 

Committee minutes on page 4 (page 28 of the Council Meeting agenda), taking into 
consideration that Councillors have already undertaken training pursuant to section 32 of the 
Local Government Act 2020, Regulation 6 of the Local Government (Governance and 
Integrity) Regulations 2020, inclusive of (2)(h) ‘engagement and reconciliation with the 
traditional owners of the land in the municipal district of the Council’ undertaken on Friday 
20th and Wednesday 25th November 2020. 

5) That the online training module for Disability Awareness on Page 3 of the Disability Advisory 
Committee minutes (page 49 of the Council Meeting agenda) be also offered to all 
Councillors.  

CARRIED 
Cr Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the 
power to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of 
the 2020 Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference.  The 
membership varies depending upon the committee’s specific role.  Committee membership 
will generally comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may 
include key stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and 
organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The composition of Advisory Committees for the 2022/23 municipal year was 
approved by Council at its Scheduled Meeting on 12 December 2022. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Meeting Date Advisory Committee Attached 
7 December 2022 Reconciliation Advisory Committee Appendix 1 

2 February 2023 Disability Advisory Committee Appendix 2 

22 March 2023 Policy Review Panel Appendix 3 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence  
 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council.  Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a Committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture.  An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on any of the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Reconciliation Advisory Committee minutes - 7 December 2022 
2.  Disability Advisory Committee minutes - 2 February 2023 
3.  Policy Review Panel minutes - 22 March 2023 
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12.2 INSTRUMENT OF DELEGATION TO CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 

Presenter: Roslyn Wai - Chief Executive Officer  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To seek the approval of Council of the updated Instrument of Delegation from Council to the Chief 
Executive Officer. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council, in the exercise of the power conferred by s.11(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 
2020 (the Act), resolves that; 
1. There be delegated to the person holding the position, or acting in or performing the duties, 

of Chief Executive Officer the powers, duties and functions set out in the attached Instrument 
of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer, subject to the conditions and limitations 
specified in that Instrument. 

2. The instrument comes into force immediately the common seal of Council is affixed to the 
instrument. 

3. On the coming into force of the instrument all previous delegations to the Chief Executive 
Officer are revoked. 

4. The duties and functions set out in the instrument must be performed, and the powers set 
out in the instruments must be executed, in accordance with any guidelines or policies of 
Council that it may from time to time adopt. 

 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Kesic. 
That Council, in the exercise of the power conferred by s.11(1)(b) of the Local Government Act 
2020 (the Act), resolves that; 
1. There be delegated to the person holding the position, or acting in or performing the duties, 

of Chief Executive Officer the powers, duties and functions set out in the attached Instrument 
of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer, subject to the conditions and limitations 
specified in that Instrument. 

2. The instrument comes into force immediately the common seal of Council is affixed to the 
instrument. 

3. On the coming into force of the instrument all previous delegations to the Chief Executive 
Officer are revoked. 

4. The duties and functions set out in the instrument must be performed, and the powers set 
out in the instruments must be executed, in accordance with any guidelines or policies of 
Council that it may from time to time adopt.  

CARRIED 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
A Council may, by Council resolution, make an Instrument of Delegation and delegate to a 
member of its staff a range of powers, duties or functions of a Council under the Local 
Government Act 2020 (‘the 2020 Act’), or any other applicable Act. 
This report presents the S5 Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer to 
Council for approval. 
This Instrument will provide for the proper and efficient use of Council’s powers in allowing 
the Chief Executive Officer to undertake the day-to-day management of the organisation in a 
timely and responsive manner. 

2. Background/Issues 
Well-constructed Instruments of Delegation are important as a person exercising a 
delegation is effectively ‘standing in the shoes of the Council’.  A decision made under 
delegation is a decision of the Council.  A delegation in force does not prevent Council from 
making the decision. 
This report presents the S5 Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer to 
Council for approval, considering updates to encompass legislative provisions affecting local 
government. In this regard, Council has a subscription with Maddocks Lawyers who provide 
updates to legislative provisions in Instruments as part of their Delegations and 
Authorisations Service.  
This Instrument was most recently adopted by Council at its meeting held 15 August 2022. It 
was updated at that time to incorporate the increased procurement value thresholds Council 
approved for the Chief Executive Officer. 
This Instrument has been reviewed and updated to reflect the changes as advised by 
Maddocks, specifically with respect to expenditure limitations pursuant to s11(5) of the Act, 
which states that a delegation that includes the power to make any expenditure must specify 
a maximum monetary limit that cannot be exceeded.  

This updated Instrument is presented to Council for adoption. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The recommendation has no direct financial consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
There is no requirement for public consultation in this process. 
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6. Risk Analysis 
The same risks apply in decision making by Officers as for decisions by Council.  Namely 
that the decision could be tainted by conflict of interest, be ultra vires and may be subject to 
administrative review by a Court or Tribunal. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1.  Adopt the Recommendation as presented. 
2.  Amend the Instrument of Delegation as presented. 
 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  S5 Instrument of Delegation to the Chief Executive Officer 
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12.3 COUNCIL AND WELLBEING PLAN 2021-2025 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
2022/23 SECOND QUARTER PROGRESS REPORT 

Author: Bob Baker - Corporate Planning and Performance Coordinator 
Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide the second quarter update on the progressive achievement of the Council and 
Wellbeing 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2nd Quarter Progress Report for 2022/23. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 
2022/23 2nd Quarter Progress Report (1 July – 31 December 2022) as presented at Appendix 1. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 
That Council receive and note the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 
2022/23 2nd Quarter Progress Report (1 July – 31 December 2022) as presented at Appendix 1.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 is prepared in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 2020. The Plan will be reviewed on an annual basis to adapt to the 
evolving needs of our growing community.  
Each year, Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying the activities and initiatives 
that Council will work towards achieving, which respond to the strategic outcomes and 
strategies identified in the Council and Wellbeing Plan. This is aligned with the Council’s 
annual budget development process. 
The progressive achievement of the Annual Action Plan is reported at the conclusion of each 
quarter of the financial year, with a final summary provided at the conclusion of each 
financial year and through the production of Council’s Annual Report.  
Appendix 1 provides detail on the activity for the second quarter (1 July - 31 December 
2022), in the progressive achievement of the Annual Action Plan 2022/23. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Council and Wellbeing Plan is Council’s primary vision and strategic planning document 
that establishes the direction Council has committed to for its term of office (4 years). The 
Council and Wellbeing Plan contains objectives, strategies and performance indicators. 
Each year Council provides a range of services, activities and initiatives for the community. 
The key strategic activities and new initiatives are included in the development of an Annual 
Action Plan. 
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The 2022/23 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan provides 59 actions that Council has 
committed to deliver. Council provides the community with quarterly progress reports that 
support Council’s commitment in providing transparency, through public access to relevant 
information, decision making and strategic documents. 
Appendix 1 provides a detailed summary on the status of each action in the Annual Action 
Plan 2022/23, inclusive of the period from 1 July - 31 December 2022. The areas with a 
stronger link to health and wellbeing are displayed with a heart icon ♥ 
 
The following table provides a summary of progress against actions. 

Status Description Number of 
actions 

Achieved The Action is completed 3 

On track The action is on track and expected to be completed 
by the current timeline 53 

Not on Track 
The Action has been delayed impacting on the 
designated timeline. An explanation, any remedial 
action and revised due date, where appropriate, will 
be provided in the 'Year to Date Comments' column 

3 

Postponed 
The Action has been deferred for the financial year. 
An explanation will be provided in the 'Year to Date 
Comments' column 

0 

Total 59 
 

Three actions have been completed to the end of the second quarter: 

• Development of a Pedestrian and Cycling Plan for the City 

• Finalisation of Council’s successful Fix Our Roads campaign 

• Completion of a report for Council on the feasibility and benefits of a heavy vehicle 
parking facility in the City of Melton. 

Three actions are Not on Track to the end of the second quarter: 

• Development of the Changing Places facility Caroline Springs Leisure Centre. A tender 
for a contractor is scheduled for February 2023 

• Develop a scoping report for Council on the need and opportunity for a future, 
Aboriginal controlled, Aboriginal Community Hub in the City of Melton. The report will 
be presented to Council in March 2023 

• Develop a Council work placement program for our local community inclusive of people 
with a disability. The Program is to be aligned with and included in the updated 
Workforce Plan. The anticipated completion date has been amended to 30 June 2024. 

Upon Council receipt of this update, the Progress Report will be published on Council’s 
website. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
Initiatives and activities delivered from the Annual Action Plan 2022/23 are contained within 
the Council approved 2022/23 Budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The Council and Wellbeing 2021-2025 planning process was undertaken in response to the 
deliberative engagement requirements of the Local Government Act 2020. The process 
involved extensive consultation with stakeholders including the community, Council staff, 
government agencies, community organisations and private industry.  
Council also initiated a Community Panel to support the development of the Plan. This 
process resulted in the publication of the Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025. 
The Annual Action Plan 2022/23 was prepared with internal consultation of Council staff and 
management. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Nil 

7. Options 
Nil 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Council & Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2022/23 Second Quarter 

Progress Report 
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12.4 RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MOTION 795: SCOPING REPORT ON A FUTURE 
ABORIGINAL CONTROLLED COMMUNITY HUB IN THE CITY OF MELTON 

Author: Elyse Rider - Manager Community Planning 
Presenter: Roslyn Wai - Chief Executive Officer  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to Notice of Motion 795 for Officers to prepare an initial scoping report on the need, 
benefit and opportunity for a future, Aboriginal Controlled Community Hub (ACCH) in the City of 
Melton.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the Scoping Report provided regarding a future Aboriginal Controlled 
Community Hub (ACCH) in the City of Melton. 

Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Abboushi. 
That Council: 
1. Note the Scoping Report provided regarding a future Aboriginal Controlled Community Hub 

(ACCH) in the City of Melton. 
2. Refer the development of a business case feasibility study to determine capital development 

costs of a facility, including land availability and acquisition, governance models and annual 
operational funding requirements to Council’s 2023/24 Budget for further discussion and 
consideration by Council.   

LOST 
Foreshadowed Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That Council: 
1. Note the Scoping Report provided regarding a future Aboriginal Controlled Community Hub 

(ACCH) in the City of Melton. 
2. Holds further discussions on the Aboriginal Controlled Community Hub at a councillor 

briefing with all relevant information, including costings.  
CARRIED 

Cr Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Cr Ramsey departed the meeting at 7.47pm and returned to the meeting at 7.49pm. 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
This report provides a response to Notice of Motion 795 (Cr Vandenberg) at the December 
2021 Ordinary Meeting of Council that Officers prepare an initial scoping report for Council 
on the need and opportunity for a future, Aboriginal Controlled Community Hub in the City of 
Melton.  
The Scoping Report (Attached) presents information on each of the specific elements listed 
for investigation including community need, Council’s potential role, examples of other 
Aboriginal Community Hubs in other municipalities, examples of governance and service 
models and potential funding streams should this project be further pursued by Council. 
The Scoping report was based on the learning from engagement sessions, benchmarking 
with other projects and an exploration of current policy settings and leading practice.  
It is recommended that Council note the scoping report provided.  

2. Background/Issues 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council December 2021, Council resolved via Notice of Motion 
795 (Cr Vandenberg): 
That Council request an initial scoping report be presented to it by Council Officers on the 
need and opportunity for a future, Aboriginal controlled, Aboriginal Community Hub in the 
City of Melton, considering the following matters: 

Current and future community needs and potential benefits of establishing an Aboriginal 
Community Hub; 

• Council’s role in supporting co-design, collaboration and partnerships with Aboriginal 
Controlled Community Organizations, Registered Aboriginal Parties, and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander communities in Melton City; 

• Summaries of other relevant Aboriginal Community Hubs in Victoria, identifying service 
models, governance models, and co-located services and infrastructure; and 

• Potential funding streams and advocacy opportunities that could support the planning 
and development of a future Aboriginal Community Hub. 

Methodology Implemented 
Officers engaged with the Aboriginal community supported by specialist Aboriginal 
Engagement Consultants and Council’s Reconciliation Advisory Committee to support 
collation and analysis of the required information to respond to all elements of the Notice of 
Motion. 
Summary of Findings 
A summary of each element of the NoM is provided below with further details, research and 
information contained with the attached Scoping report.  
Community need and benefit: 
• A range of complex and inter-related health, wellbeing, social and education and 

employment needs are present amongst the local First Nations population that 
demonstrate demand for more services.  

• Current local provision of culturally specific services does not meet levels of need now 
or into the future and the there is a need for additional space to support these services 
in the community. 
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• The key benefit of a ACCH is that community members and families can attend a 
variety of support services as well as attend to make social and cultural connections 
that address cultural determinants of health specific to First Nations people. 

Council’s role:  
• There is strong support and evidence for Council partnering with an ACCO as lead, to 

deliver the planning phase of a potential ACCH, should Council pursue this strategic 
direction.  

• A partnership approach would ensure both technical and cultural expertise is captured 
in the process, and that the project is led by First Nations community. 

• Potential service and governance models:  
• There are a range of governance and service models used by different Aboriginal 

Community Hub projects across Victoria.  
• Notably, most involve partnerships between services, ACCOs, State Government 

and/or Local Government.  
• The factors that support the success of an ACCH in benchmarked examples can be 

considered when designing a governance model suitable for a City of Melton context. 
Potential funding streams: 
• Research indicates partnerships with First Nations stakeholders to develop a funding 

strategy would be required to successfully fund a facility.  
• External funding streams have been identified that would support a future 

development.   
• Co-authored funding applications between ACCOs and Local Government is the most 

effective arrangement in submitting funding applications.  
• Council could support ACCOs in their engagement of State or Commonwealth 

Government funding opportunities as appropriate. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.5 A City that celebrates Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander cultures, knowledge and 
right to selfdetermination. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The scoping report does not identify a Council funding recommendation. This would be 
identified through later stages of preplanning for the project should Council support the 
partnership approach to progress the project. 
A business case feasibility study would be required to determine capital development costs 
of a facility including land availably and acquisition, governance models and annual 
operational funding requirements. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Methodology Implemented 
Officers have been engaging with the Aboriginal community supported by specialist 
Aboriginal Engagement Consultants and Council’s Reconciliation Advisory Committee to 
support collation and analysis of the required information to respond to the NoM.  
The consultants supported Officers to facilitate culturally safe conversations and workshops 
with the following key groups: 
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• The three Traditional Owner groups within the City of Melton area,  
• Aboriginal Community Controlled organisations (ACCOs) providing services for Melton 

residents, and  
• Local First Nations community members. 
Stakeholder engagement feedback  

• Traditional Owners and First Nations community have expressed a desire to work in 
partnership with Council to further examine opportunities to develop an ACCH in the 
future. 

• Local First Nations people want to see more commitment from Council related to 
supporting community needs and service provision. 

• The ultimate aim of First Nations community stakeholders is to support an Aboriginal 
community operated and controlled facility as per the Notice of Motion.  

• First Nations leaders and community advise that developing a culturally safe planning 
and engagement process would be essential to a successful project if pursued.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Risk: Reputational risk to Council with community stakeholders should Council not note the 
findings of the Scoping report. 

7. Options 
That Council note the completion Scoping Report for a future Aboriginal Controlled 
Community Hub (ACCH) in the City of Melton. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Scoping Report: Aboriginal Controlled Community Hub in the City of Melton March 

2023 
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12.5 RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MOTION 827 (CR ABBOUSHI) - COFFEE CUP 
RECYCLING BINS WITHIN THE CITY OF MELTON 

Author: Justin Horne - Manager Environment and Waste 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to Notice of Motion 827 tabled at the Council Meeting on 18 July 2022, that officers 
prepare a report to Council on opportunities, including placement of coffee cup recycling bins at 
key locations, to help reduce the number of single use coffee cups being sent to landfill in the City 
of Melton. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council refer the trial of a Coffee Cup Recycling program at selected Council sites to the 
2023/24 budget process for consideration. 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 

That Council refer the trial of a Coffee Cup Recycling program at selected Council sites to the 
2023/24 budget process for consideration.  

CARRIED 
Cr Abboushi called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
At the Council Meeting held on 18 July 2022, a Notice of Motion was carried requesting: 
‘Officers prepare a report to Council on opportunities, including placement of coffee cup 
recycling bins at key locations, to help reduce the number of single use coffee cups being 
sent to landfill in the City of Melton.’ 

While coffee cups are made of recyclable materials, they cannot be recycled via kerbside 
and public place collections. However, if collected and processed at specialised recycling 
facilities, the cups and lids can be converted to make road base/asphalt, reusable coffee 
cups and lightweight concrete slabs.  
This report recommends that Council considers trialling a pilot program to install similar bins 
at selected Council sites commencing in the 2023/24 financial year to assist diverting 
recyclable coffee cups from landfill and to inform further engagement with cafes and 
businesses in Melton on the recycling bins.  
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2. Background/Issues 
It is estimated that over one billion single use coffee cups, weighing approximately 22,500 
tonnes end up in the landfill in Australia each year. While the coffee cups are made of 
recyclable materials, due to the component materials they cannot be recycled via kerbside 
and public place processes, and as such as classified as a contaminant.  
Officers are aware of a partnership that has seen Simply Cups recycling stations being 
installed at 7-Eleven convenience stores across Melbourne, including stores located in 
Melton.  
The cups and lids collected via this program are taken to specialised resource recovery and 
recycling facilities where they are converted to make a range of products including road 
base, landscape materials and reusable coffee cups.  
It should also be noted that while the coffee cup recycling bins will assist in reducing 
contamination of co-mingled recycling bins and divert waste being sent to landfill, they do not 
reduce the broader environmental footprint associated with the manufacturing of single use 
coffee cups.  
The use of reusable coffee cups, (e.g. Keep Cup and Huskee brands) had been increasing in 
the years before COVID-19, however, due to health concerns during the pandemic many 
cafes refused to accept reusable cups. This has affected consumer behaviour and work is 
required to rebuild the habit. This will be explored further in the Circular Economy & 
Resource Recovery Strategy that will be developed in 2023/24.  
In February 2023, the Victorian State Government introduced a ban on single use plastics. 
While still early in the implementation of this new policy it does not appear that it has 
impacted on the type of single use coffee cups that have historically been supplied by cafes. 
However, there is the potential that the ban will facilitate a broader range of options 
becoming available, including biodegradable cups.  

Coffee cup recycling bin options  
In response to the Notice of Motion, Officers researched public place coffee cup recycling 
options and identified two potential options that could be implemented within a short time 
Simply Cups and Source Separation Systems.  
Staff were also made aware of other programs such as ‘Responsible Cafes’ that encourage 
people to use a reusable coffee cup, either by providing a discount off the coffee for 
customers using a reusable cup or allows people to ‘Swap and Go’ a reusable Huskee cup. 
Surf Coast and Ballarat Councils have recently begun trailing this ‘Swap and Go’ program 
with local cafes.  

Simply Cups 

Simply Cups offer a range of units to respond to varying demand and environments. They 
also provide collection and disposal services. Prices for the various units are shown in table 
1 below. For collection the potential to cost service Melton sites is shown in table 2. 
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Type Image Estimated Cost (ex GST) 

Single tube 

 

$220 

Double tube 

 

$455 

Triple tube  

 

$530 

Triple tube 
with liquids 

 

$675 
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Jumbo 

 
 

$1325 

Table 1: Bin styles and pricing options  
 

 
Bin 
type 

Image (indicative only)  Weekly  Fortnightly 4 
weekly  

660L  

 

$150 $150 $195 

240L 

 

$54 $54 $82 

Table 2: collection costs (subject to change) 
 
Source Separation Systems 

This company provides one style of bin that is shown in image 2 below and do not offer 
additional services for collection or disposal. Cost per unit is $768.32 (ex GST and delivery) 
for a unit similar that shown in image 1 below. It is similar in size and dimensions to the 
‘Jumbo’ version provided by Simply Cups. 
Customised units are also available for $832.12 (ex GST and delivery). Additional costs may 
also be incurred for artwork. 
Bins are just over 1m tall, and designed for large facilities with high flow, such as airports, 
shopping centres and stadiums. While, no information is provided for how many cups the 
units can hold, based on the information from Simply Cups – it is assumed that a unit can 
hold between 40-60 cups.  
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Image 1: Coffee Cup disposal bin (Source Separation Systems) 
 
Coffee Cup Recycling Trial  
To assist with the implementation of a broader initiative to business and cafes across Melton, 
it is proposed that a Coffee Cup Recycling program is trialled at the following six sites at an 
estimated cost of $13,100 ex GST; 
a. Melton Library 
b. Caroline Springs Library 
c. Cobblebank Stadium 
d. Melton Civic Centre – civic office 
e. McKenzie Street – civic office 
f. Operations Depot, Melton 
The sites were selected as they provide a cross section of different uses cafes, large public 
facilities and office environments. An Expression of Interest process is proposed to confirm 
costs, bin sizes and collection schedules. It would also consider options to trial the collection 
of biodegradable cups to respond to the potential impacts of the single use plastic ban.  
The trial program will be aimed to assist Council officers to measure the success of the 
program and assess waste diversion rates to assist with promotion of this service to local 
business, cafes and shopping centres.  
If the trial proceeds, it is expected that the concept of Coffee Cup Recycling bins and the use 
of reusable cups will be further explored with the community and businesses through the 
development of the Circular Economy & Resource Recovery Strategy, that is scheduled to 
commence in the coming months. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A vibrant and healthy natural and built environment 

2.3 A City growing and developing sustainably. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Costs associated with a 12 month trial of coffee cup recycling at six locations with the City of 
Melton would see an estimated budget of $13,099 required.  
An Expression of Interest process would be required to confirm the costs of the trial, as well 
as locations, suggested timeframes (e.g. 12/24/36 month trial), bin sizes and collection 
schedules. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Should this initiative proceed, information will be provided to the community on the program. 
Information on the outcome of the initiative (e.g. number of coffee cups collected and 
diverted from landfill) will be provided to the community and local business. 
If the trial proceeds, it is expected that the concept of Coffee Cup Recycling bins and the use 
of reusable cups will explored with the community and business further in the development of 
the Circular Economy & Resource Recovery Strategy. 

6. Risk Analysis 
The risks associated with the potential implementation of a trial program are minor. It is 
proposed that an Expression of Interest process is undertaken to gauge the capacity of 
companies for the provision of Coffee Cup Recycling bins, collection services, and 
transportation and recycling of collected materials. 

7. Options 
Option 1: 
That Council does not proceed with the proposed initiative to implement a trial of Coffee Cup 
Recycling bins at selected Council sites. 
Option 2:  
That Council considers a trial Coffee Cup Recycling program at selected Council through the 
2023/24 budget process. 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.6 RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF MOTION 830 (CR DEEMING) - JOINING THE 
ALLIANCE FOR GAMBLING REFORM 

Author: Elyse Rider - Manager Community Planning 
Presenter: Roslyn Wai - Chief Executive Officer  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to Notice of Motion (NoM) 830, resolved at the August 2022 Ordinary Meeting of 
Council, ‘That Melton City Council become a member of the Alliance for Gambling Reform’ (Cr 
Deeming). 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Notes its continued commitment to the Gambling Harm Minimisation Policy of Council which 

includes reduction of harm caused by Electronic Gambling Machines; 
2. Receives detailed information from Officers on the obligations and considerations for Council 

in formally joining the Alliance for Gambling Reform. 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That Council: 
1. Notes its continued commitment to the Gambling Harm Minimisation Policy of Council which 

includes reduction of harm caused by Electronic Gambling Machines; 
2. Receives detailed information from Officers on the obligations and considerations for Council 

in formally joining the Alliance for Gambling Reform. 
3. Request a further report be tabled on findings at a future Meeting of Council including 

recommendations by officers on joining the Alliance for Gambling Reform.  
CARRIED 

Cr Abboushi called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
This report provides a response to NoM 830 (Cr Deeming) at the August 2023 Ordinary 
Meeting of Council ‘That Melton City Council become a member of the Alliance for Gambling 
Reform’ (Cr Deeming). 
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This report outlines the cost of membership to join the Alliance (not known at the time of the 
Notice of Motion) and Council’s current commitment to reducing the harm caused by 
Electronic Gaming Machines in the City of Melton including being represented on a number 
of Victoria related networks and in Council policy. 
The report notes that issues and impacts to existing Council activities in joining the Alliance 
for Gambling Reform, were not known at the time of Notice of Motion 830 being resolved and 
proposes that further research is undertaken to understand the full implications of Council 
practices (as they relate to gambling) including future opportunities in the context of the 
upcoming review of Council’s existing Gambling Harm Prevention and Reduction Policy. 

2. Background/Issues 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council dated 15 August 2022, Council resolved via Notice of 
Motion 830 (Cr Deeming) as follows: 
That Melton City Council become a member of the Alliance for Gambling Reform  
The cost of membership to the Alliance for Gambling Reform ($25,000) per annum, was not 
known at the time of this Notice of Motion being resolved, and as such the required budget 
was not allocated in the 22-23 budget. 
Melton City Council is currently represented on the following Victorian gambling related 
networks:  

• MAV Local Government Gambling, Alcohol and Other Drugs Issues Forum 
(LGGAODIF). 

• VLGA Local Government Working Group on Gambling (LGWGOG). 
In November 2019 the Melton City Council, Gambling Harm Prevention and Reduction 
Policy was adopted by Council and is currently publicly available on Councils website. This 
Policy aims to identify Councils gambling harm reduction commitments and provide specific 
guidance in relation to their application. This policy is now due for review. 
Should Council join the Alliance, membership would require Council to review and improve 
policy positions that relate to gambling harm minimisation, such as sponsorship, advertising, 
and promotion, and use of Council property. Council therefore needs to consider the risks 
and feasibility of these changes prior to membership. 
Officers propose that further research is undertaken to understand the full implications of 
Council practices (as they relate to gambling), including those related to venues, leases and 
grants programs. This research would include benchmarking with other Councils (with a 
focus on current Alliance members) to understand their approaches to gambling harm 
prevention and reduction. This can be achieved in the context of the upcoming review of 
Council’s existing Gambling Harm Prevention and Reduction Policy.  
Council’s membership to existing networks including the MAV Local Government Gambling, 
Alcohol and Other Drugs Issues Forum and the VLGA Local Government Working Group on 
Gambling, will support this review. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.4 A City that promotes positive public health and wellbeing outcomes to our community. 

file://mel-fps/public/Policies%20and%20Procedures%20Intranet/Intranet%20Pages/Policies%20and%20Procedures.Policies_files/Gambling%20Harm%20Prevention%20and%20Reduction%20Policy%20-%20ADOPTED%2011%20Nov%202019.pdf
file://mel-fps/public/Policies%20and%20Procedures%20Intranet/Intranet%20Pages/Policies%20and%20Procedures.Policies_files/Gambling%20Harm%20Prevention%20and%20Reduction%20Policy%20-%20ADOPTED%2011%20Nov%202019.pdf
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4. Financial Considerations 
The cost of becoming a member of the Alliance is $25,000. This cost was not known when 
Notice of Motion 830 was resolved, and as such the required budget was not allocated in the 
22-23 budget. There are also additional costs related to joining the Alliance. 
An assessment of the financial costs of policy and practice changes to improve gambling 
harm reduction in Melton City is proposed to be provided in a report to Council to inform its 
decision on future commitments in its Gambling Harm Prevention and Reduction Policy. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The Alliance for Gambling Reform provided a submission in relation to joining the Alliance, 
found at attachment 2 of this report. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Joining the Alliance without conducting a thorough review of existing Council practices as 
they relate to gambling would present a reputational and operational risk to Council due to 
the scope of changes that require consideration.  
This risk is managed through Council making a fully informed decision on the feasibility and 
scope of policy and practice changes through the review of its Gambling Harm Prevention 
and Reduction Policy prior to re-considering Alliance membership. 

7. Options  
Option 1:  
That Melton City Council become a member of the Alliance for Gambling Reform in 2022/23 
and that $25K is allocated for this membership annually.  
Option 2: (Recommended) 
That prior to making an informed decision to not join the Alliance for Gambling Reform, 
Officers report to Council with a review of Council’s policies and practices as they relate to 
gambling, providing recommendations alongside an assessment of the costs/impacts of any 
changes to Council Policy and practices relevant to the principles of the Alliance for 
Gambling Reform. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Attachment 1: Gambling Harm Prevention and Reduction Policy 
2.  Attachment 2: 22-23 Submission prepared for Melton City Council - Alliance for 

Gambling Reform 
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12.7 RESPONSE TO PUBLIC PETITION REGARDING THE EXTENSION OF SHOGAKI 
DRIVE TO MOUNT COTTRELL ROAD, COBBLEBANK 

Author: Matthew Milbourne - Principal Strategic Planner 
Presenter: Darren Rudd - Manager City Design & Strategy  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide a response to a public petition requesting the extension of Shogaki Drive to Mount 
Cottrell Road in Cobblebank. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That officers continue land acquisition discussions with the landowner of 2-82 Shogaki Drive, 
Cobblebank, to facilitate future construction of the road link from Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell 
Road.  
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 
That officers continue land acquisition discussions with the landowner of 2-82 Shogaki Drive, 
Cobblebank, to facilitate future construction of the road link from Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell 
Road.  

CARRIED 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 18 July 2022, a public petition was tabled calling on 
Melton City Council and VicRoads to build the road connecting Shogaki Drive to Mount 
Cottrell Road in Cobblebank.  The public petition was signed by 517 people, many of which 
are residents in Thornhill Park. 
To enable construction of this road, a portion of the road reserve will need to be acquired 
from the property located at 2-82 Shogaki Drive, Cobblebank. 
This report recommends that Council continues land acquisition discussions with the owner 
of 2-82 Shogaki Drive, Cobblebank, to allow the extension of Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell 
Road.  This will enable improve connectivity to the residential estates in Thornhill Park from 
Melton Township and destinations located within the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity 
Centre. 

2. Background/Issues 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 18 July 2022, a public petition was tabled: 

We are calling on the Melton City Council and VicRoads to build the road connecting 
Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell Road. 

In the Financial Year 20-21 Budget, the Melton Council Purchased the parcel of land 
connecting Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell Road. In the Financial Year 21-22 Budget, 
the Melton Council allocated the funds to construct the road connecting Shogaki 
Drive to Mount Cottrell Road. 
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So far at least 2.7 million ratepayers’ dollars have been spent on this project and 
nothing has begun. 

When contacting the Melton Council and speaking with a Traffic and Transport 
Engineer at the Melton City Council. ‘There is no timeline for this project to go ahead’. 

With the City of Melton forecast to be bigger than Canberra by 2035 more vital 
infrastructure is required. With the nearby Melton Hospital due to begin construction 
in 2024 and open by 2029 now is the time for this vital project to be started. 

Serious congestion and safety issues plague City of Melton roads every single day. 
For too long the City of Melton has missed out on critical infrastructure investment. 
Now is the time to invest in main roads to reduce congestion, improve safety and 
unlock jobs. 

Role of Shogaki Drive, Cobblebank 
Shogaki Drive is located in Cobblebank and is within the Toolern Precinct Structure Plan 
(PSP) area. Shogaki Drive has been constructed between Ferris Road and Treeleaf Lane 
and provides access to the Saizeriya factory located at 2-82 Shogaki Drive, Cobblebank. 
The Shogaki Drive reserve extends approximately 360 metres east of Treeleaf Lane and is 
undeveloped in this section. The land between the end of the Shogaki Drive reserve and 
Mount Cottrell Road (approximately 810 metres in length) is privately owned and forms part 
of the property at 2-82 Shogaki Drive, Cobblebank. 
The Toolern PSP identifies a future primary arterial (six-lane) road using the Shogaki Drive 
reservation between Ferris Road and Mount Cottrell Road.  The construction of this road will 
allow a crucial east-west connection to allow traffic to bypass the Cobblebank Metropolitan 
Activity Centre and provides access to future employment areas and the existing residential 
suburb of Thornhill Park. 
Currently there are no east-west roads connecting Ferris Road and Mount Cottrell Road 
between the Western Freeway and the Melbourne – Ballarat rail corridor. There is currently 
only one east-west road, Alfred Road, connecting Ferris Road to Mount Cottrell Road 
between the Western Freeway and Greigs Road. Shogaki Drive, when constructed, will be 
the most significant road connecting Ferris Road and Mount Cottrell Road between the 
Western Freeway and the rail corridor. 
Due to construction activity occurring along the Alfred Road corridor, there are times where a 
road closure occurs which requires residents in Thornhill Park to use the Western Freeway 
or Greigs Road (3.2 kilometres to the south) to gain access to other parts of the municipality. 
The new suburb being developed in Cobblebank has a train station that is 1.4 kilometres to 
the east of Thornhill Park, making it the closest railway station geographically to the 
residential estates in Thornhill Park.   
Neither the Western Freeway of Greigs Road are suitable for residents wanting to access the 
Cobblebank Railway Station and associated shopping centre.  When Alfred Road is closed 
Thornhill Park residents use a 5-kilometre detour along the Western Freeway to access the 
train station or use a 15-kilometre detour using Greigs Road to access the train station. The 
extension of Shogaki Drive will reduce this journey to 2.5 kilometres. 

Status of Shogaki Drive 
The land required for the extension of Shogaki Drive is currently privately owned 
(Attachment 1). 
The upgrade and extension of Shogaki Drive between Ferris Road and Mount Cottrell Road 
is made up of two road projects and three intersection projects in the Toolern Development 
Contributions Plan (DCP) shown in Attachment 2: 

  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MARCH 2023 

Page 189 

Project Description 
IT10 Intersection - Mount Cottrell Road and Shogaki Drive 
IT12 Intersection – Connector Road and Shogaki Drive 
IT13 Intersection - Ferris Road and Shogaki Drive 
RD14 Shogaki Drive: Ferris Road to Mount Cottrell Road (western half) 
RD19 Shogaki Drive: Ferris Road to Mount Cottrell Road (eastern half) 

Funds were made available in the 2020/2021 budget to acquire land.  Negotiations remain 
ongoing.  
Melton City Council has prepared Amendment C232 to the Melton Planning Scheme, which 
was reported to the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 15 August 2022.  Amendment C232 
proposes to amend the land acquisition and construction costs for road projects 14 and 19, 
and intersection projects 10, 12 and 13 in the Toolern DCP. 
Land acquisition process 
In PSP areas, the acquisition of land for roads is commonly triggered by a planning permit 
application to subdivide and develop land for multi-lots. The current owner of 2-82 Shogaki 
Drive, Cobblebank, has not lodged any planning permit applications to subdivide or develop 
their site and is not expected to lodge a planning permit to subdivide or develop their land in 
the near future. Typically this is the process that is relied upon to commence land 
negotiations and future road provision within growth areas. 
Conversations with the landowner of 2-82 Shogaki Drive, Cobblebank to acquire the land 
have commenced. Pending successful negotiations with the land owner, a contract of sale 
would need to be prepared, and the land subdivided.  This process would take approximately 
6-12 months to complete. 
Alternatively, another option would be the commencement of a public acquisition overlay for 
consideration by Council to compulsorily acquire the land. This process could take up to two 
years. 
Following acquisition of the land, construction of this road network can occur. The 
construction of the road may also require the construction of a signalised intersection at 
Mount Cottrell Road to facilitate safe vehicle movements.  
The extension of Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell Road will provide improved access for 
residents in Thornhill Park to destinations within the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre 
and destinations within Melton Township. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.4 An integrated transport network that enables people to move around. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Funding is currently being collected by the Toolern Development Contributions Plan for the 
acquisition of land for the extension of Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell Road (two road 
projects and three intersection projects).  
An initial budget allocation of $1.35M has been funded through Council’s Capital Works 
Program to progress this project.  
Consideration of appropriate staging would see the following as Stage One; 

• Utilise the existing road constructed from Ferris Road to the Saizeriya factory building.   
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• Construct a new two-lane road between the Saizeriya factory building to Mount Cottrell 
Road.   

• Construct a pedestrian path and an off-road bicycle path between Ferris Road and 
Mount Cottrell Road to facilitate active transport. 

• Construct a signalised intersection with Mount Cottrell Road (IT10).   

Stage Two could include the following construction works: 

• Upgrade the existing road from Ferris Road to the Saizeriya factory building to an 
urban standard. 

• Construct a signalised intersection with Ferris Road (IT13). 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Council is in discussions with the current landowner of 2-82 Shogaki Drive, Cobblebank, to 
acquire the land required to extend Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell Road to Council. 
In the event the landowner is not willing to sell the land to Council, Council can initiate a 
planning scheme amendment to apply a Public Acquisition Overlay to the land. If a planning 
scheme amendment was required, notice would be provided to the landowner, and they 
would have an opportunity to object to the Public Acquisition Overlay. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Residents in Thornhill Park currently have limited road access to destinations located in the 
Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre (such as the proposed Melton hospital) and Melton 
Township. The extension of Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell Road will create a crucial east-
west connection to allow traffic to bypass the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre and 
provides access to future employment areas and the existing residential suburb of Thornhill 
Park. 
Council has initiated land acquisition dialogue with the landowner. If land acquisition 
conversations fail, Council can consider a planning scheme amendment to apply the Public 
Acquisition Overlay (PAO) to the site. 
A further report to Council would be required to consider the acquisition of a PAO to the road 
reserve if the land cannot be acquired by negotiation. 

7. Options 
Council can either: 
1. Continue discussions with the landowner of 2-82 Shogaki Drive to acquire the land 

required to extend Shogaki Drive to Mount Cottrell Road. 
2. End discussions with the landowner and wait until development is triggered by a 

planning permit to subdivide and develop the land and require the land to be vested at 
that time, which would delay the construction of this road connection.  

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Shogaki Drive Road Status, undated 
2.  Shogaki Drive Extension Projects in the Toolern Development Contributions Plan, 

undated 
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12.8 PLANNING APPLICATION PA 2022/7915 - USE OF AN EXISTING BUILDING 
FOR THE PURPOSES OF A ROOMING HOUSE AT 2-10 BRIDGE ROAD, MELTON 
SOUTH 

Author: Cam Luong - Senior Development Planner 
Presenter: Bob Baggio - Manager Planning Services  

 
 
Cr Kesic departed the meeting at 8.11pm and returned to the meeting at 8.15pm. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider and determine the planning application. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to the conditions outlined in 
Appendix 6 of this report. 
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 
That Council refuse the application on the following grounds: 
1. The existing building and surrounds are considered to provide a substandard level of 

amenity to future residents of the proposed rooming house. 
2. The site is located outside the walkable catchment area in relation to accessing existing 

activity centres and community facilities. 
3. The scale of the proposed rooming house, comprising 30 rooms, has the potential to 

detrimentally affect the amenity of surrounding residents.  
CARRIED 

Cr Ramsey called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 MARCH 2023 

Page 194 

REPORT 

1. Background 

Executive Summary 

Applicant: Mr P Liden 

Proposal: Use of an existing building for the purposes of a rooming house 

Existing Land Use: Vacant building previously used as an Aged Care Facility  

Zone: General Residential Zone (Schedule 1) 

Overlays: None 

Number of Objections: 11 objections 

Key Planning Issues: Characterisation of the use 
Appropriateness of the site 
Consistency with the relevant state and local planning policies 
Whether past management is a relevant planning consideration 

Recommendation: Approve application 

The Land and Surrounding Area 
The subject site has an area of 11,300m² and is located on the corner of Bridge Road and 
Exford Road in Melton South. Other features of the site are as follows: 

• The land is a corner allotment with a northern frontage to Bridge Road, and a western 
frontage to Exford Road. 

• An existing vacant residential building and car park is located on the subject land. 
• A total of 16 parking spaces are available within the main car park accessed off Bridge 

Road. 
• An existing bus stop in located along the Bridge Road frontage of the site. 
• The subject land was previously used as an Aged Care Facility (known as 

Meadowbrook SRS).  
The surrounding area can be characterised as an established residential area. The land to 
the north and west of the site is developed for residential purposes, with a mix of single and 
double-storey dwellings that were generally constructed in the 1970s and 1980s. There is a 
newer housing estate (Belle Gardens) to the south and east that was subdivided in the early 
2000s. There is also a medium-density development directly to the east of the subject site. 
The Sutton Park – McKenzie Aged Care operates a facility directly to the south of the subject 
site. 
The subject site is geographically located 0.7km from Opalia Plaza Shopping Centre, 1.3km 
from the Melton Train Station, 1.5km from the Station Square Shopping Centre, 0.9km from 
Staughton College, and 0.6km from St Anthony’s Primary School. 
Refer to Appendix 1 for a locality plan. 

The Application 
The application seeks approval for the use of the existing building for a Rooming House. The 
proposal is summarised as follows: 
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• There are minimal alterations to the existing building. The applicant indicates that there 
would be some internal work and repairs to the building. 

• The rooming housing would contain 30 bedrooms (several bedrooms would have en-
suites), a common lounge area, a common dining area, a laundry room, and a kitchen. 

• There would be a maximum of 1 person per bedroom. 
• There would be no set rental period for the proposed use, except that any stay will be a 

minimum of a week, with no maximum. 
• The rooming house is not intended to be a form of social or community housing and is 

not part of a community organisation. 
• The site is fitted with CCTV cameras. These cameras operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week and are monitored by a security company. 
• The site is maintained by a maintenance company. The maintenance company will look 

after the general maintenance and gardening around the site and undertake 
maintenance of the inside of the building (e.g. general cleaning). 

• Bins are collected by a private contractor on a weekly basis. The bins are located to the 
west side of the building with vehicle access for collection from Exford Road. 

• There is a total of 16 car parking spaces within the main car park accessed off Bridge 
Road. There is also the potential to park additional vehicles informally along the 
accessways. 

Refer to Appendix 2 for plans of the proposal. 

Planning Controls 

Zone (Clause 32.08 – General 
Residential Zone) 

A Rooming House is an as-of-right (permit not 
required) use if it meets the requirements of 
Clause 52.23-2. The proposal does not meet 
the requirements of Clause 52.23-2, given, that 
the size of the building, the number of rooms, 
and the number of occupants proposed. 
Therefore, a planning permit is required for the 
use. 

Overlays None   
 

Particular 
Provisions 

(Clause 52.06 – Car 
Parking) 

The provision requires one car parking space 
is required for every four bedrooms. 
Based on the provisions only seven car 
parking spaces are required. The proposal 
satisfies the car parking provisions. 

 (Clause 52.23 – Rooming 
House) 

A permit is required for the use and 
development of the land for a Rooming House, 
given, that the proposal does not meet the use 
exemption (Clause 52.23-2) nor the building 
and works exemption (Clause 52.23-3). 

A full assessment of the proposal against the relevant State and Local planning policies is 
included in Appendix 3. 

Is the land affected by a Restrictive Covenant? 
The land is not affected by a Restrictive Covenant. 

Is the land of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity? 
The land is not considered to be of cultural heritage sensitivity under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Regulations 2007. 
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2. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A well planned and built City: A City with a clear vision to manage growth in a sustainable 

and accessible way. 
3.1  A City that strategically plans for growth and development. 

3. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with the application. 

4. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Public notification of the application 
The application was subject to notification. The notification was satisfactorily completed, and 
11 objections were received. It is important to note that a majority of the objections received 
are not from people who reside within the immediate vicinity of the subject land. 
The grounds of objection may be summarised as follows: 

• Concerns that the rooming house would be run and managed by the same company, 
that was previously operating the Meadowbrook SRS, which had its licence revoked by 
the Human Services Regulator (HSR) of the Department of Families, Fairness and 
Housing. The objectors are concerned that vulnerable people would be taken 
advantage of at the rooming house. The objections were from previous residents, 
relatives of previous residents, and previous employees of the Meadowbrook SRS. 

A response to the objections is provided in Appendix 4. 
Referral of the application 
The application was referred to several Council Departments for comment and advice. A 
complete list of responses is included in Appendix 5. 

5. Issues 
Planning Assessment 
The subject site is located within the General Residential Zone Under Council’s Planning 
Scheme. The purpose of the zone includes encouraging a diversity of housing types and 
housing growth, particularly in locations offering good access to services and transport and 
encouraging development that respects the neighbourhood character of the area. 
As previously indicated in the report, the subject site is located relatively close to existing 
activity centres, community facilities and public transport.  Further as the proposal involves 
utilising an existing dwelling and other infrastructure on the site, the existing character of the 
area will be largely unaffected.  As such, it is considered that the proposal is generally 
consistent with the purpose of the zone. 
The proposal is also considered to be consistent with the relevant state and local planning 
policies relating to housing. These policies encourage proposals that would increase housing 
choice, tenure, and costs to meet the needs of households as they move through life cycle 
changes and to support diverse communities, affordable housing for people on very low to 
moderate incomes, facilitate a mix of private affordable and social housing in well-located 
areas close to jobs, transport, and services. The proposed rooming house would certainly 
seem to meet these criteria. 
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A majority of the objections have raised significant concerns about the management of the 
proposed rooming house, given, that it would be run and/or managed by the same parties 
that were operating the Meadowbrook SRS, which had its registration revoked by the Human 
Services Regulator (HSR) of the Department of Families, Fairness and Housing.  
It is important to note that Aged Care Facilities and Rooming Houses are significantly 
different in terms of how they operate. The occupants of rooming houses typically just rent a 
room (and associated common facilities) with no additional support services (prepared 
meals, support workers, carers, assisted living arrangements, regular cleaning bedrooms, 
etc.). Whereas, the occupants of Aged Care Facilities need to be provided with quality care 
and be registered by the Human Services Regulator (HSR) of the Department of Families, 
Fairness and Housing. 
The character and/or past practices of the permit-holder are not relevant considerations in 
the Decision Guidelines of the General Residential Zone (Clause 32.08-13), nor the Decision 
Guidelines in Clause 65 of the Melton Planning Scheme. 
If a planning permit was to be issued, there is an opportunity to place management 
conditions on the permit. These management conditions can be in the form of security 
requirements, management requirements, general amenity requirements, etc. Any breaches 
of the management conditions can potentially result in enforcement action being undertaken. 

 
There does not appear to be many VCAT case that are relevant to the assessment of this 
application. The most relevant VCAT decision that was reviewed relates to “the conversion of 
an existing motel building to a residential building (rooming house), new buildings and works 
to the existing building and a reduction in the car parking provision for the rooming house.” 
The rooming house that was approved by VCAT contained 22 bedrooms and would 
accommodate 24 persons. In Director of Housing v Maribyrnong CC [2005] VCAT 2403, the 
VCAT member outlined the following: 

I am satisfied, with some reservation concerning conditions on the permit, that the 
responsible authority has examined the relevant planning issues, such as the 
adequacy of car parking, open space and landscaping, day lighting and privacy 
applicable to a rooming house in the context of this being a conversion from a motel 
use. Whilst I am satisfied the intensity of the use in general is satisfactory I consider it 
is not my, nor the responsible authority’s role to delve into a dispute about different 
levels of rooming house standards and definitions, including their adequacy, 
particularly when there is separate legislation and government departments charged 
with such. (Emphasis added) 
 

It is important to note that aside from the need to obtain a Planning Permit there is separate 
legislation to ensure that the rooming house is appropriately managed. This includes: 

• A license to operate a rooming house from the Business Licensing Authority (BLA), 
under the provisions of the Rooming House Operators Act, 2016. 

• Registration with Council’s Environmental Health Unit under the provisions of the 
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008, and the Public Health and Wellbeing 
(Prescribed Accommodation) Regulations, 2020. 

• A building permit (and associated occupancy permit) would also be required to ensure 
that the building meets the Building Act, 1993 and Building Regulations, 2018. 

• The rental legislation in relation to Rooming Houses is covered under the Residential 
Tenancies Act, 1997; and the minimum standards for rooming houses are set out in the 
Residential Tenancies (Rooming House Standards) Regulations, 2012. 
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6. Options 
Council can either: 
1. Support the application by issuing a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit; or 
2. Not support the proposal by issuing a Notice of Refusal. 

7. Conclusion 
The application has been assessed against the State Planning Policy Framework, Local 
Planning Policy Framework, Zone/Overlay provisions and Clause 65 of the Melton Planning 
Scheme. 
It is considered that the proposal generally complies with the relevant requirements of the 
Planning Scheme. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the application be approved as outlined in Appendix 6. 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Appendix 1 - Locality plan 
2.  Appendix 2 - Plans of proposal 
3.  Appendix 3 - Assessment against State and Local Policies 
4.  Appendix 4 - Response to objections 
5.  Appendix 5 - Referral comments 
6.  Appendix 6 - Conditions 
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Cr Farrugia departed the meeting at 8.17pm and returned to the meeting at 8.19pm. 

12.9 PLANNING APPLICATION PA 2022-8080-1 - DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAND 
FOR AN ADDITIONAL DWELLING (SINGLE STOREY) AT THE REAR OF AN 
EXISTING DWELLING AT 5 COMIC COURT, HARKNESS 

Author: Jake Cleve - Development Planner 
Presenter: Bob Baggio - Manager Planning Services  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider and determine the above planning application. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION:  
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to the conditions outlined in 
Appendix 6 of this report. 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Shannon. 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to the conditions outlined in 
Appendix 6 of this report.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Background 

Executive Summary 

Applicant: Dreamworx Drafting & Design Pty Ltd 

Proposal: Development of the land for an additional dwelling (single 
storey) at the rear of an existing dwelling 

Existing Land Use: Single storey detached dwelling 

Zone: General Residential Zone – Schedule 1 

Overlays: Nil 

Number of Objections: 2 objections and 1 petition  

Key Planning Issues: Carparking and traffic 
Consistency with Clause 55 – ResCode 
Respect for Neighbourhood Character 
Offsite amenity impacts 

Recommendation: Approve application 
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The Land and Surrounding Area 
The subject site is known as Lot 52 on Plan of Subdivision LP215306. The site has an area 
of 791.49m² and is located on the eastern side of Comic Court in Harkness. Other features of 
the site are as follows: 

• The site is irregular in shape. 
• It contains an existing single storey dwelling located near the front of the site and an 

ancillary carport and outbuilding in the north-east corner of the site. 
• An existing 3 metre wide sewage and drainage easement runs along the rear/eastern 

boundary of the site.  
The surrounding area can be characterised as an established residential area consisting of 
primarily single storey detached brick dwellings with tiled pitched roofs constructed from the 
early 1990’s to the early 2000’s. The lots sizes are more generous ranging between 600-
800sqm with landscaped setbacks in a cul-de-sac arrangement. However, there is the 
presence of unit style developments scattered throughout the surrounding area with lot sizes 
of 300-400sqm. 
Refer to Appendix 1 for a locality plan. 

The Application 
The application proposes the development of a single storey dwelling at the rear of an 
existing single storey dwelling. The proposed development is summarised as follows: 

• The existing garage, shed and attached carport is to be demolished and replaced with 
a carport for the existing dwelling and the accessway and proposed dwelling. 

• The existing dwelling will continue to front Comic Court and the proposed dwelling will 
be located behind with access to Comic Court from an accessway along the northern 
boundary. 

• The existing dwelling will remain a three-bedroom dwelling with a new carport and car 
space in tandem.  

• The proposed dwelling will be a two-bedroom dwelling with a carport and space in 
tandem. 

• The proposed dwelling will be constructed of brick with a pitch tiled roof complimentary 
of the materials existing in the surrounding area. 

• Both dwelling will remain detached and only the carport of the proposed dwelling and 
the existing verandah of the existing dwelling will be built on the boundary. 

• Both dwellings will be accessed from the existing crossover and shared accessway 
adjacent to the northern boundary of the site. 

Refer to Appendix 2 for plans of the proposal. 

Planning Controls 

Zone (Clause 32.08 – General 
Residential Zone) 

Permit required to construct two or more 
dwellings on a lot 

Overlays Nil Nil 

Particular Provisions (Clause 52.06 – Car 
Parking) 

Two car spaces are required for the existing 
dwelling whilst the proposed dwelling only 
requires one space 
Each dwelling is provided with a carport and a 
space in tandem in front of the carport 

A full assessment of the proposal against the relevant State and Local planning policies is 
included in Appendix 3. 
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Clause 55 - ResCode 
Under the requirements of the zone, the development of two or more dwellings on a lot must 
meet the requirements of Clause 55 of the Planning Scheme. Clause 55 requires that a 
development: 

• must meet all the objectives 
• should meet all the standards. 
If the Council however is satisfied that an application for an alternative design solution meets 
the objective, the alternative design solution may be considered. 

House Rules - Housing Character Assessment & Design Guidelines 
The Housing Character Assessment & Design Guidelines as adopted at the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council on 13 October 2015.  The site is located within the Garden Court 1 (GC1) 
character area. The essential components of the GC1 which need to be maintained into the 
future are: 

• ample visual separation between dwellings 
• majority of the front setback used as permeable garden landscape 
• front gardens are visible from the street, forming part of the street landscape 
• in some areas, an absence of expressed boundary between private and public realms. 
As change occurs, space will be provided for more tree planting, so these areas can become 
greener and leafier, by: 

• providing for canopy trees in the front and rear garden area 

• minimising interruption of nature strips and front setbacks by driveways. 

Redevelopment of dwellings will occur in ways that maintain some characteristics of typical 
Garden Court style dwellings in the area, such as: 

• garages and carports occupy a minor proportion of the dwelling frontage, and are 
recessively sited 

• the visual dominance of the roof structure. 

Is the land affected by a Restrictive Covenant? 
The land is affected by a Restrictive Covenant; however the proposal does not breach any 
conditions of the Covenant. 

Is the land of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity? 
The land is not considered to be of cultural heritage sensitivity under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Regulations 2007. 

2. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City: A City where growth and development 

occur in a strategic, fair and sustainable way 
3.1  A City of 20-minute neighbourhoods 

3. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with the application. 
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4. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Public notification of the application 
The application was subject to notification. The notification was satisfactorily completed and 
2 objections and 1 petition with 37 signatures were received.  The petition is somewhat 
unusual as it consists of a proforma document which has been separately signed. 
The grounds of objection may be summarised as follows: 

• The proposal will create traffic congestion in Comic Court and surrounding streets due 
to the parking of vehicles as the proposal is in a court with limited street parking. 

• The proposal will set a precedent for further development within the area resulting in 
additional subdivision detracting from the character of larger land sizes in the area. 

• The proposal will impact the property prices of surrounding lots. 
• Traffic congestion and noise during construction. 
• Loss of vegetation both native and non-native will affect native fauna. 
• Loss of amenity in the area due to renters that will occupy the dwellings. 
• Proposal will result in overshadowing into neighbouring properties. 
• Proposal will result in overlooking into neighbouring properties. 
• The proposal will be visually bulky with a maximum height of 5.223 metres. 
• Excessive noise from the living area and scheduled private open spaces of the 

proposed dwelling will impact the amenity of the adjoining property to the rear. 
• The air-conditioning unit for the proposed dwelling will create excessive noise 

impacting the adjoining property to the rear. 
• As a result of the amenity impact due to noise there will be health impacts for existing 

residents. 
• Impact of established neighbourhood character/culture. 
 
A response to the objections is provided in Appendix 4. 

Referral of the application 
The application was referred to a Council’s Infrastructure Planning Department for comment 
and advice. A complete list of responses is included in Appendix 5. 

5. Issues 

Planning Assessment 
Strategic Justification  
A recommendation to issue a notice of decision to a grant a planning permit for this proposal 
is based on an assessment against the relevant requirements of the Melton Planning 
Scheme, Council’s Housing Character Assessment and Design Guidelines, and 
consideration of written objections. The land is zoned General Residential, which allows a 
modest level of housing growth and diversity. The proposal meets the overarching objectives 
of housing policies within the State Planning Policy Framework and Local Planning Policy 
Framework. It provides for urban consolidation in an established suburb which has access to 
established local goods, services and facilities. State policy objectives also encourage 
development that improves housing choice and accommodates future housing needs. 
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Neighbourhood Character 
The immediate surrounding area is generally characterised by single storey detached brick 
dwellings with tiled roofs constructed in the 90’s. Whilst the area is dominated by single 
storey detached dwellings there are dual occupancy style developments such as at 288, 302 
and 308 Centenary Avenue.  
Whilst what is proposed is not the predominate built form within the surrounding area it is 
present. In the surrounding context the proposal is an appropriate built form response that 
respects the existing character but provides increased diversity in the housing supply. The 
planning scheme does not prohibit changes to the built form within the general residential 
zone but it promotes change that is incremental and respectful of the existing and preferred 
character of the area. The proposal complies with this. 
The site is located within the character area identified as Garden Court 1. The proposed 
design responds to all the design guidelines for a preferred character outcome as outlined 
within Council’s Housing Character Assessment and Design Guidelines. The proposal 
provides an unchanged front setback that allows for adequate front landscaping, the 
proposal is setback at least 1 metre from one boundary and 2 metres from the other (with the 
exception of carports and verandahs), only the existing vehicle crossover is proposed to be 
utilised, and the height and form of the building is consistent. Additionally, the existing trees 
in the front setback are proposed to be retained as well as additional planting throughout the 
site, no front fence is proposed and the proposed dwelling being of brick veneer with a 
pitched tiled roof is consistent with what is observed in the area.  
The design response of the proposed development is generally considered an appropriate fit 
in terms of the preferred neighbourhood character as it will sit comfortably in its context. The 
dwellings will both be detached single storey dwellings of brick veneer and a tiled roof and 
the proposed dwelling will be hidden behind the existing dwelling therefore blending into the 
existing built form of the area. 
Off-site amenity impacts  
The proposal is generally in accordance with relevant standards in relation to overlooking, 
overshadowing, daylight to existing habitable room windows, side and rear setbacks. A 
permit condition will be included to ensure the rear fence is of a height no less than 1.8 
metres along the eastern property boundary. 

Objectors are concerned about the increase in noise from future residents generated by the 
proposed development. Whilst noise issues can arise as a result of development, the noise 
generated will be residential in nature and not unreasonable in a residential area. 
 
Car parking and traffic 
Provision of carparking for each dwelling complies with the requirements of Clause 52.06.  

Objectors are concerned the proposal will cause traffic congestion in the court and off-street 
parking issues. Council’s traffic engineers raised no objection to the proposal and therefore 
they are satisfied that the local road network can accommodate the anticipated increase in 
traffic that will be generated by the proposal.  

6. Options 
Council can either support the application by issuing a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit 
or not support the proposal by issuing a Notice of Refusal. 
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7. Conclusion 
The application has been assessed against the State Planning Policy Framework, Local 
Planning Policy Framework, Zone/Overlay provisions and Clause 65 of the Melton Planning 
Scheme. 
It is considered that the proposal generally complies with the relevant requirements of the 
Planning Scheme. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the application be approved as outlined in Appendix 6. 
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12.10 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER ANNUAL LEAVE AND APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 
Presenter: Roslyn Wai - Chief Executive Officer  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider a request for annual leave by the Chief Executive Officer and, subject to approval, to 
appoint an Acting Chief Executive Officer for the period of annual leave. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Approve four days annual leave for the Chief Executive Officer, Roslyn Wai from 11 to 14 

April 2023 inclusive; and 
2. Appoint Peter Leersen, Director Organisational Performance (CFO), as Acting Chief 

Executive Officer for 11 to 14 April 2023 inclusive. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Shannon. 
That Council: 
1. Approve four days annual leave for the Chief Executive Officer, Roslyn Wai from 11 to 14 

April 2023 inclusive; and 
2. Appoint Peter Leersen, Director Organisational Performance (CFO), as Acting Chief 

Executive Officer for 11 to 14 April 2023 inclusive.  
CARRIED 

 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The Chief Executive Officer, Roslyn Wai, requests for Council to approve four days of annual 
from 11 to 14 April 2023 inclusive. 
Subject to the annual leave approval being granted, it is proposed that Peter Leersen, 
Council’s Director Organisational Performance (CFO), be appointed Acting Chief Executive 
Officer for the period 11 to 14 April 2023. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Chief Executive Officer, Roslyn Wai, is requesting to take a period of annual leave. 
Pursuant to the Instrument of Delegation from Council to the Chief Executive Officer, the 
Chief Executive Officer may appoint an acting Chief Executive Officer for a period not 
exceeding 28 days. This delegation, though provided, is not required to be exercised by the 
Chief Executive Officer and the decision to appoint an acting Chief Executive Officer may be 
determined by Council.  
For transparency, this report is being presented to Council for consideration and 
determination. 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations related to this report. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
There is no requirement for public consultation in this process. 

6. Risk Analysis 
No risks have been identified in relation to the recommendation.  

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Adopt the recommendation as presented. 
2. Not adopt the recommendation. 
3. Approve the Chief Executive Officer’s request for annual leave and appoint a different 

Acting Chief Executive Officer for the period of annual leave granted. 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Verbal reports were received from Crs Shannon, Kesic, Vandenberg, Farrugia, Turner, 
Majdlik, Ramsey, Abboushi, and Carli.
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 859 (CR RAMSEY) 
Councillor: Sophie Ramsey  

NOTICE: 
That Council request officers investigate and prepare a briefing on better practice hardship 
programs and initiatives to support our community and Council.  
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 
That Council request officers investigate and prepare a briefing on better practice hardship 
programs and initiatives to support our community and Council.  

CARRIED 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 860 (CR SHANNON) 
Councillor: Julie Shannon  

NOTICE: 
That Council officers prepare a briefing report for the installation of seniors exercise parks in the 
municipality, including information on potential funding opportunities. 
 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Kesic. 
That Council officers prepare a briefing report for the installation of seniors exercise parks in the 
municipality, including information on potential funding opportunities.  

CARRIED 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 861 (CR RAMSEY) 
Councillor: Sophie Ramsey 

 

NOTICE: 
That Council write to the Hon. Melissa Horne, Minister for Roads and Road Safety requesting 
timelines for the upgrade of the Ferris Road interchange at the Western Highway including the 
provision of traffic lights on the north. 
 
 

Cr Ramsey withdrew Notice of Motion 861, on the grounds that the question without notice raised 
by Cr Ramsey at the Council Meeting held on Monday 27 February 2023 had been actioned by 
officers. The question without notice was as follows:  
 
‘With the increased congestion getting worse by the day, and the prospect of the hospital 
commencing its build soon, could Councillors please have an update on Ferris Road Interchange, 
the whole stretch, but especially traffic lights on the northern side of Ferris Road near Bunnings?’ 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 862 (CR TURNER) 
Councillor: Bob Turner  

NOTICE: 
That Council write to the Hon Jacinta Allan MP, Minister for Transport and Infrastructure and Local 
Member Steve McGhie requesting an updated timeline for each of the proposed level crossing 
removals in the City of Melton.  
Motion 
Crs Turner/Ramsey. 
That Council write to the Hon Melissa Horne, Minister for Roads and Road Safety and Local 
Member Steve McGhie requesting an updated timeline for each of the proposed level crossing 
removals in the City of Melton.   

CARRIED 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 863 (CR VANDENBERG) 
Councillor: Ashleigh Vandenberg  

NOTICE: 
That Councillors undertake Aboriginal Cultural Competence and Safety training to support effective 
decision-making and understanding. 
 
Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Turner.  
That Councillors voluntarily undertake Aboriginal Cultural Competence and Safety training to 
support effective decision-making and understanding. 

LOST 
 
Foreshadowed Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 
That further consultation occur with the Reconciliation Advisory Committee, seeking clarification on 
what constitutes the Aboriginal Cultural Competence and Safety training.   

CARRIED 
Cr Abboushi called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

  
Cr Ramsey departed the meeting at 9.14pm and returned to the meeting at 9.16pm.   
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

15.1 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 
Can the Melton Pistol Club get a letter from Council, our CEO in particular, stating that 
the lease with no expiration date is still operational so they may continue to seek grants 
whilst Council continues with its statutory requirements in executing a new lease? 

 
15.2 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Vandenberg 
Are the City of Melton Freedom of Information (FOI) documents published on the Sex 
Work Law Reform Victoria website true and accurate? 

 

16. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil.
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 9 February 2023 

This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(e) as it relates to legal privileged 
information, being information to which legal professional privilege or client legal privilege 
applies. 

17.2 Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) Recruitment 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(f) as it relates to personal information, 
being information which if released would result in the unreasonable disclosure of 
information about any person or their personal affairs. 

17.3 Contract C23/002 Road Construction - Bridge Road, Cobblebank 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  
 

Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Majdlik. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 9 February 2023 

(e) as it relates to legal privileged information, being information to which legal 
professional privilege or client legal privilege applies. 

17.2 Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) Recruitment 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

17.3 Contract C23/002 Road Construction - Bridge Road, Cobblebank 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  

CARRIED 
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9.36pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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