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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE  
MELTON CITY COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,  
CIVIC CENTRE, 232 HIGH STREET, MELTON ON  

27 FEBRUARY 2023 AT 7.00PM 
 

 
Present: Cr L Carli (Mayor) 

Cr J Shannon (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr S Abboushi 
Cr J Farrugia 
Cr G Kesic 
Cr K Majdlik 
Cr S Ramsey  

 Cr B Turner 
Cr A Vandenberg 

 
 
Ms R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr P Leersen, Director Organisational Performance  
Ms S Romaszko, Director City Futures 
Mr T Scoble, Director City Life 
Mr N Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
Mr L Shannon, Executive Lead Strategic Initiatives 
Mr B Dosser, Manager Legal, Governance and Risk 
Ms R Hodgson, Governance Coordinator 
Ms A Winther, Infringement Review Officer 

 
 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Carli opened the meeting at 7.00pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

 
 
The Mayor, Cr Carli, welcomed Cr Justine Farrugia and, in accordance with section 30 of the Local 
Government Act 2020, requested it be noted in the minutes that Cr Farrugia took the Oath of Office 
before the Chief Executive Officer on 9 February 2023 and that a copy of the Oath be included in 
the minutes, attached below: 
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2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil.  

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil. 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 12 December 2022 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Majdlik. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 12 December 2022 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  

CARRIED 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHAPTER 6, RULE 1 OF THE COUNCIL'S GOVERNANCE RULES 

  
 

 

• Monday 5 December 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 12 December 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Wednesday 14 December 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 19 December 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 30 January 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 5 December 2022, 12 December 
2022, 14 December 2022, 19 December 2022 and 30 January 2023 provided as Appendices       
1 – 5 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 
 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Kesic. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 5 December 2022, 12 December 
2022, 14 December 2022, 19 December 2022 and 30 January 2023 provided as Appendices       
1 – 5 respectively to this report, be received and noted.  

CARRIED 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 5 December 2022 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 12 December 2022 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 14 December 2022 
4.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 19 December 2022 
5.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 30 January 2023 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• Maria Bubnic, Executive Director Policy and Programs – response to request for support for 
the removal of illegal vapes/e-cigarette products  

• Bronwyn Di Carlo, Executive Director Finance Infrastructure and Procurement Services – 
Municipal and Industrial Waste Levy 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters, received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 - 2 to this report: 
1) Maria Bubnic, Executive Director Policy and Programs on behalf of the Minister for Health – 

response to request for support for the removal of illegal vapes/e-cigarette products - dated 
24 November 2022 

2) Bronwyn Di Carlo, Executive Director Finance Infrastructure and Procurement Services – 
response to letter sent to Minister for Environment and Climate Action regarding Municipal 
and Industrial Waste Levy - dated 8 December 2022 

Motion 
Crs Turner/Shannon. 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters, received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 - 2 to this report: 
1) Maria Bubnic, Executive Director Policy and Programs on behalf of the Minister for Health – 

response to request for support for the removal of illegal vapes/e-cigarette products - dated 
24 November 2022 

2) Bronwyn Di Carlo, Executive Director Finance Infrastructure and Procurement Services – 
response to letter sent to Minister for Environment and Climate Action regarding Municipal 
and Industrial Waste Levy - dated 8 December 2022.  

CARRIED 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Maria Bubnic, Executive Director Policy and Programs - response to request for 

support for the removal of illegal vapes/e-cigarette products dated 24 November 
2022 

2.  Bronwyn Di Carlo, Executive Director Finance Infrastructure and Procurement 
Services - Municipal and Industrial Waste Levy dated 8 December 2022 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Cr Vandenberg tabled a petition with 20 signatories requesting Council consider establishing a 
LGBTIQA+ Advisory Committee. 

Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Ramsey. 
That Council: 
1. Receive the petition containing 20 signatures requesting Council establish an LGBTIQA+ 

Advisory Committee. 
2. Request a report be prepared by officers for Council’s consideration pertaining to the 

petitioner’s request. 
CARRIED 

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.  

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Name Question asked of Council 
Ian Barnes Why is it the Melton City Council refuses to allow avenues to open up the 

Melton Botanic Garden to small public gatherings? 

Celeste Gregory What is the scope within next years budget to increase collection of 
recyclables to a weekly basis rather that it being alternate with green 
waste? 

Dom Wolfram Is the established need for arts facilities being addressed currently and 
will the Arts and Cultural Facilities Feasibility Study recommence?  

Dom Wolfram Could the council support community arts initiatives such as Melton 
Performing Arts with suitable free or reduced cost spaces? 

Mark In detail, what does a 20 minute pulse look like in operation and when is 
Melton implementing this? 

Mark Will restriction be limited outside of the permitted 'zone' and how will that 
look for residents? 

David O’Connor Would Council please provide feedback with respect to Notice of 
Motion/s #542 and #698? 

David O’Connor Which programs, apart from sporting activities are mostly undertaken by 
Youth in Diggers Rest? 

Matthew Pearse How will Council allow residents to raise concerns and contribute to the 
transport strategy? 

Matthew Pearse Can the Council write to the relevant MPs around construction of a 
walking bridge over the rail line? 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

Procedural Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Kesic. 
That Items 12.1, 12.2, and 12..5 be moved en bloc and Council adopt officers’ recommendations 
as printed in the agenda. 

CARRIED 
 

12.1 LEADWEST JOINT DELEGATED COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 

Presenter: Bradley Dosser - Manager Legal, Governance & Risk  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting 
held 14 December 2022, provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 

 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Kesic. 
That Council note the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee meeting 
held 14 December 2022, provided as Appendix 1 to this report.   

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The purpose of the LeadWest Committee is to oversee the preparation and implementation 
of the LeadWest Strategic Plan and identified sub projects as adopted and agreed by 
member Councils. 
The minutes attached to this report are the unconfirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint 
Delegated Committee meeting held 14 December 2022. 

2. Background/Issues 
The LeadWest Committee was established as a Joint Delegated Committee pursuant to s64 
of the Local Government Act 2020 (the Act), with the Cities of Brimbank, Hobsons Bay, 
Maribyrnong, Melton, and Wyndham, on and from 1 August 2021. 
It has delegated powers and functions in an Instrument of Delegation and Schedule and has 
Terms of Reference that govern its operations, meeting, and reporting arrangements.  These 
were both approved and adopted by Council on 28 June 2021. 
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Attached to this report are the confirmed minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated 
Committee meeting held 14 December 2022. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence  
 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The ongoing budget for the LeadWest Committee will include two components.  Firstly, to 
deliver the projects in the four-year implementation plan, recommendations will be made to 
member Councils for consideration in each Council’s annual budgeting process.  Secondly, a 
payment of a base contribution to apply equally to all Councils.   

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The LeadWest Committee provides a mechanism for a regional approach to advocacy and 
the delivery of a ten-year Strategic Plan. The Strategic Plan is underpinned by a rolling four-
year implementation plan which will be delivered by teams from across the six Councils 
implementing specific projects. This Plan was prepared following extensive consultation 
including a focus on engaging Councillors from the member Councils. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Nil. 

7. Options 
That Council note the minutes of the LeadWest Joint Delegated Committee as per the 
recommendation to this report. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Leadwest Joint Delegated Committee Meeting Unconfirmed Minutes - 14 December 

2022 
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12.2 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 

Presenter: Bradley Dosser - Manager Legal, Governance & Risk  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 7 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the respective 
Minutes: 
1) Heritage Advisory Committee, 27 October 2022 
2) Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee, 9 November 2022 
3) Arts and Culture Advisory Committee, 16 November 2022 
4) Intercultural Advisory Committee, 23 November 2022 
5) Disability Advisory Committee, 1 December 2022 
6) Safe City Advisory Committee, 8 December 2022 
7) Youth Advisory Committee, 13 December 2022 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Kesic. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 - 7 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the respective 
Minutes: 
1) Heritage Advisory Committee, 27 October 2022 
2) Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee, 9 November 2022 
3) Arts and Culture Advisory Committee, 16 November 2022 
4) Intercultural Advisory Committee, 23 November 2022 
5) Disability Advisory Committee, 1 December 2022 
6) Safe City Advisory Committee, 8 December 2022 
7) Youth Advisory Committee, 13 December 2022.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the 
power to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of 
the 2020 Act.   
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The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference.  The 
membership varies depending upon the committee’s specific role.  Committee membership 
will generally comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may 
include key stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and 
organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The composition of Advisory Committees for the 2022/23 municipal year was 
approved by Council at its Scheduled Meeting on 12 December 2022. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Meeting Date Advisory Committee Attached 
27 October 2022 Heritage Advisory Committee Appendix 1 

9 November 2022 Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee Appendix 2 

16 November 2022 Arts and Culture Advisory Committee Appendix 3 

23 November 2022 Intercultural Advisory Committee Appendix 4 

1 December 2022 Disability Advisory Committee Appendix 5 

8 December 2022 Safe City Advisory Committee Appendix 6 

13 December 2022 Youth Advisory Committee Appendix 7 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence  
 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council.  Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a Committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture.  An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on any of the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Heritage Advisory Commmittee, 27 October 2022 
2.  Preventing Family Violence Advisory Committee, 9 November 2022 
3.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee, 16 November 2022 
4.  Intercultural Advisory Committee, 23 November 2022 
5.  Disability Advisory Committee, 1 December 2022 
6.  Safe City Advisory Committee, 8 December 2022 
7.  Youth Advisory Committee, 13 December 2022 
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12.3 RESPONSE TO PETITION AND NOTICE OF MOTION 843 (CR VANDENBERG) - 
INVESTIGATION OF CONSTRUCTION OF A SCHOOL CROSSING, FOOTPATH AND 
RIGHT TURN LANE ON REES ROAD IN MELTON SOUTH. 

Author: Kerry Walton - Transport and Traffic Coordinator 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to the Notice of Motion 843 tabled at the Council Meeting on 15 August 2022 and 
Petition tabled at the Council Meeting on 12 September 2022, that Council officers investigate the 
construction of a school crossing, footpath, and a right turn lane on Rees road in Melton South 
near Al Iman College. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note; 
1. The construction of a footpath on Rees Road from the bus stop to the existing footpath 

network on Wilson Road is identified in the 2023/24 Infrastructure Plan for consideration 
through the upcoming budget process. 

2. Rees Road is listed within Councils Infrastructure Plan for funding consideration in 2024/25 
through the annual budget process. 

Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Ramsey. 
That Council note; 
1. The construction of a footpath on Rees Road from the bus stop to the existing footpath 

network on Wilson Road is identified in the 2023/24 Infrastructure Plan for consideration 
through the upcoming budget process. 

2. Rees Road is listed within Councils Infrastructure Plan for funding consideration in 2024/25 
through the annual budget process.  

CARRIED 
 

Cr Abboushi called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
At the Council Meeting held on 15 August 2022, a Notice of Motion was carried requesting: 
‘Council officers investigate the construction of a school crossing, footpath, and a right turn 
lane, on Rees Road Melton south near Al Iman College, and provide a report to council with 
the findings and indicative costs.’ 

At the Council Meeting on 12 September 2022, a petition containing 248 signatories was 
carried. The petition included: 

‘A request to construct a school crossing, footpath, and right turn lane on Rees Road, Melton 
South.’ 

There are various projects occurring in Rees Road in Melton South that have been funded by 
the Victorian Government, including the level crossing removal earmarked for completion in 
2028, and the provision of a school crossing near the College site that will impact on future 
pedestrian and cycling infrastructure along the Rees Road corridor. The scope of both 
projects remains unknown at this stage. 
Rees Road is listed within Councils Infrastructure Plan for funding consideration in 2024/25 
that would see detailed design and service authority approvals occur, and service relocations 
and construction to commence over the following two years being 2025/26 and 2026/27. This 
is subject to the annual budget process. It is recommended that provision of a turning lane 
be accommodated within the future upgrade.  

Council’s Pedestrian and Cycling Plan project included a review of connections to the 
existing public transport network that identified a missing link from the existing footpath on 
Wilson Road to the bus stop on the west side of Rees Road. This missing link is currently 
listed within the draft 2023/24 Infrastructure Plan for consideration through the upcoming 
budget process. The proposed delivery of this missing link to complement the existing 
footpath network will allow the community to complete their journey within the current 
footpath network. 

2. Background/Issues 
Al Iman College 
Al Iman College is located at 20-40 Rees Road in Melton South and provides education 
learning for prep to year 12. A review of the most current annual report of the school (2021) 
details the school had approximately 723 school enrolments and a total of 106 staff (53 
teaching and 53 non-teaching). 
The school site is bound by Rees Road to the west and Wilson Road to the south. Vehicle 
access to the site is provided with two points of entry on Rees Road and one point of entry 
on Wilson Road as shown in red within figure 1 below. There are three pedestrian access 
points to the school that are shown in orange within figure 1 below. 
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Figure 1 Map of Al Iman College 

Current Road Network 
Rees Road, Melton South 
Rees Road is a local collector road and in the vicinity of the school is partially constructed 
comprising a six metre wide pavement, shallow culvert drainage, an unsealed shoulder on 
the west side and a footpath along the eastern side abutting the school. An indented parking 
lane is provided on the east side whilst formal bus stops are provided on both sides of the 
road. 
Rees Road operates with a speed limit of 60km/h which is reduced to 40km/h during school 
peak times of 8-9:30am and 2:30-4pm on school days.  
Figure 2 below illustrates the road cross section of Rees Road looking north.  

 
Figure 2 Rees Road looking north 
 

North access 

South access 
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Wilson Road, Melton South 

Wilson Road is a local collector road constructed as an urban road comprising of a road 
pavement of seven metres and indented parking lane on both sides. A shared path is 
provided along the frontage of the school whilst a standard footpath is provided on the south. 
A school crossing is provided in the vicinity of the school gate which provides reduced speed 
limit of 40km/h during the school peak times of 8-9:30am and 2:30-4pm on school days. 
Outside of this time, Wilson Road operates with a 50km/h speed limit. 
Figure 3 below illustrates the road cross section of Wilson Road looking west. 

 
Figure 3 Wilson Road looking west 

Future upgrade of Rees Road 
Rees Road is listed within Councils Infrastructure Plan for urbanisation which will include 
formalising the western side of the road including but not limited to on street parking lanes. 
bicycle facilities, turn lane facilities and pedestrian facilities including footpaths pedestrian 
crossings. The estimated value of works is $1.5M based on similar project costs, however 
will be further informed during the design phase of the project. 
The upgrade of Rees Road has been identified for funding consideration in 2024/25 that 
would see detailed design and service authority approvals occur, and service relocations and 
construction to commence over the following two years being 2025/26 and 2026/27. 
Current Victorian Government Commitments 
Recently the Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) announced a commitment to remove 
the level crossing located on Coburns Road by 2028. Given this, it is anticipated 
improvements to Rees Road will occur by 2028. 
Furthermore, the office of Steve McGhie, Member of Parliament for Melton has committed 
the Victorian Government to construct a new school crossing for the school securing 
$400,000 in the State Budget.  
At this time Council is unaware of the project scope associated with the level crossing 
removal works, and the construction of a school crossing on Rees Road adjacent to Al Aman 
College. The future upgrade of Rees Road will require consideration of both Victorian 
Government funded projects above. 
Consideration of Right Turn Lane 
Right Turn Lane assessment 

Austroads Road Design Guideline provides guidance on types of turn lanes applicable for 
use and is based on traffic volume using the road as well as volume of traffic turning right 
from the road. Traffic data has been collected on the volume of traffic turning into the car 
park.  
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North Access – Right Turn Volume 

• 37 vehicles in the morning between 8:00am – 9:00am 

• 14 vehicles in the afternoon between 3:15pm –4:15pm 
 

South Access – Right Turn Volume 

• 0 vehicles in the morning between 8:00am – 9:00am 
• 6 vehicles in the afternoon between 3:15pm –4:15pm 

Applying the Austroads Road Design Guidelines, a right turn facility is considered 
appropriate for the northern car park access. The provision of the appropriate turn lane 
infrastructure is recommended for consideration in the future upgrade. Vehicles travelling 
along Rees Road have the ability to use the unsealed shoulder to pass a vehicle that has 
slowed to turn right into the school if desired.  
An alternative option is consideration of a Basic Auxiliary Right (BAR) turn treatment which is 
achieved by sealing the unsealed shoulder as shown in figure 4 below. This allows vehicles 
to pass a right turning vehicle on a sealed shoulder rather than the current unsealed 
shoulder. 

 
Figure 4 Basic Auxiliary Right (BAR) treatment at north access 

VicRoads provides crash statistics to organisations, researchers, and the public to help with 
education, research and the development of road safety programs and initiatives. It is typical 
to review the last five years of data to ascertain any trends that are occurring. A review of the 
past five years crash data for Rees Road identified only one vehicle collision which occurred 
12 February 2019 approximately 80 metres north of the car park entrance. The details of the 
incident advised this was a head on collision between two vehicles. It is considered that this 
incident is not related because of any right turning vehicles. 
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Given the upgrade of Rees Road that is proposed to commence in the 2024/25 financial 
year, it is recommended to retain the current arrangement that will see vehicles utilise the 
unsealed shoulder to pass vehicles if desired. 
Footpath assessment 
A pedestrian network surrounds the school site on the east side of Rees Road and provides 
connections to existing school crossings on Wilson Road, and various crossing points 
including at the Wilson Road and Rees Road roundabout.  

Consideration has also been given to the Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) project 
that includes removal of the level crossing by 2028 that will consider adequate provision of 
pedestrian and cycling infrastructure, of which Council would seek to have this infrastructure 
included and be funded by the project. 
A pedestrian path on the west side of Rees Road (from the rail crossing through to the 
existing bus stop) will be considered through the Rees Road upgrade project, and is largely 
dependant on the scope of the level crossing removal project which remains unknown at this 
time.  

Council’s Pedestrian and Cycling Plan project included a review of connections to the 
existing public transport network that identified a missing link from the existing footpath on 
Wilson Road to the bus stop on the west side of Rees Road. This missing link is currently 
listed within the draft 2023/24 Infrastructure Plan for consideration through the upcoming 
budget process. The proposed delivery of this missing link to complement the existing 
footpath network will allow the community to complete their journey within the current 
footpath network. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.4 An integrated transport network that enables people to move around. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Option 1 – There is no financial impact associated with this option. Maintenance activities will 
continue to occur through Councils operating budget. 
Option 2 – Provision of an interim turning lane treatment to the northern access of the school 
site that would include sealing of the road shoulder would require an estimated financial 
investment of $150,000.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 12 September 2022, Councillor Vandenberg tabled a 
petition with 248 signatories, regarding the request to construct a school crossing, footpath 
and right turn lane on Rees Road, Melton South. 
The outcome of this report will inform the response to the petition with the lead petitioner to 
be informed directly. 
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6. Risk Analysis 
Option 1 – This option would see road users utilise the unsealed shoulder in the event 
vehicles were queued to turn right into the College. The unsealed shoulder will continue to 
be inspected and maintained in accordance with Councils’ Road Management Plan. 
Maintenance frequencies can be adjusted in the event increased use is identified.  

Option 2 – This option may see this interim arrangement designed and constructed in the 
next 12 months, and result in the potential removal of this turning lane within 12-18 months of 
completion as the future Rees Road upgrade progresses. 

7. Options 
Option 1 – Retain existing road infrastructure, noting that the upgrade of Rees Road is 
currently identified in the 2024/25 Infrastructure Plan for consideration.  
Option 2 – Provide an interim turning lane arrangement that includes construction of a sealed 
shoulder at the northern entry to the College on Rees Road.  

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.4 RESPONSE TO PETITION; PARKING AT MELTON SOUTH COMMUNITY 
CENTRE/MT CARBERRY RESERVE 

Author: Daniel Anskaitis - Traffic and Transport Engineer 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to a petition tabled at the Council Meeting on 13 December 2021 containing 129 
signatures, requesting consideration of increasing parking at the Melton South Community Centre / 
Mt Carberry Reserve. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Not support the additional car space re-development as per the petition request. 
2. Support Melton South Community Centre representatives to work with the Food Bank 

agency providing advice regarding development of a car parking management plan to 
support existing operations. 

3. Develop a car parking brochure for the community to assist with information regarding 
additional car parking opportunities nearby. 

4. Refer the review and redevelopment of car parking at the Mt Carberry Recreation Reserve / 
Melton South Community Centre to be addressed as part of the future project to expand the 
facilities on site currently scheduled for 2026/27. 

 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 
 
That Council: 
1. Refer the construction of interim car parking at Melton South Community Centre to the 

2023/24 budget process for consideration. 
2. Support Melton South Community Centre representatives to work with the Food Bank 

agency providing advice regarding development of a car parking management plan to 
support existing operations. 

3. Develop a car parking brochure for the community to assist with information regarding 
additional car parking opportunities nearby. 

4. Refer the review of ultimate car parking arrangements at the Mt Carberry Recreation 
Reserve / Melton South Community Centre to be addressed as part of the future project to 
expand the facilities on site currently scheduled for 2026/27.  

CARRIED 
Cr Ramsey called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 FEBRUARY 2023 

Page 112 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
At the Council Meeting on 13 December 2021, a petition was tabled containing 129 
signatures requesting to increase parking supply at Melton South Community Centre/Mt 
Carberry Reserve. 
Council officers have reviewed the demand for parking at the Community Centre/Mt Carberry 
Reserve and taken a holistic view of parking and infrastructure. The review included an 
assessment of the current community use, assessment against the statutory parking 
requirements, existing parking demand onsite and opportunities for parking within the 
surrounding road network. 
Various options have been explored in relation to expansion of the existing car park facilities. 
The proposed expansion of Mt Carberry Preschool is included within Council’s Infrastructure 
Plan and supported through the Victorian Government’s Kindergarten Infrastructure Building 
Blocks plan and scheduled to commence in 2026/27. The project will include the construction 
of supporting infrastructure including additional car parking. 
Officers recommend that engagement with Melton South Community Centre representatives 
occur to assist with development of a car parking management plan to assist with improving 
the parking and operation of the foodbank service, and development of a brochure to 
promote other car parking opportunities within the surround road network. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Melton South Community Centre operates as both a Neighbourhood House and Adult 
Education Centre between the hours of 9:30am to 4:30pm, from Monday to Friday. The 
Community Centre hosts a number of classes and events.  
The Community Centre also operates a Food Bank on Fridays, which services between 150 
and 200 families and is supported by staff and ten volunteers. 
The Melton South Community Centre and Mt Carberry Reserve are located on Exford Road 
approximately 50m north of Melton South Primary School. The facilities are supported by two 
separated car parks which provide a total of 38 car spaces. This includes 23 car spaces for 
the childcare centre, and 15 car spaces facilitating both Mt Carberry Reserve and Melton 
South Community Centre. This is shown within figure 1 below. 
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Figure 1 Location of the subject site 

The car parks service a range of facilities in the area including Melton South Community 
Centre, Childcare Care Facility, sporting activities associated with cricket and football, and 
passive activities including walking and playground use. 
Melton South Community Centre entered a peppercorn lease agreement with Council for use 
of the premises in 2014. The current lease agreement references the maintenance of the 
external premises as the responsibility of the tenant, which would consider appropriate safety 
related activities associated with carparking. 

Mt Carberry Reserve 

Mt Carberry Reserve does not have a permanent sporting tenant that uses the reserve as a 
home base and there are no existing plans for this to occur in the future. Rather, the oval and 
pavilion are currently used by nearby sporting clubs for training and competition when their 
home ground has reached capacity or is unavailable. This use is expected to continue for the 
foreseeable future. The reserve is currently used training and competition by the Melton 
South Cricket Club 3 to 4 times per week. From March 2023, the Melton South Junior 
Football Club are expected to utilise the facilities for training around 3 times per week.  

Mt Carberry Preschool (Childcare) 

The Mt Carberry Preschool operates as a facility for 60 children with long term plans to 
expand the facility size within Council’s Infrastructure Plan. This expanded kindergarten 
provision is planned under the Kindergarten Infrastructure Building Blocks plan with the 
Victorian Government which is scheduled to commence in 2026/2027. 

The future development of the site will consider ongoing parking and access provisions for 
this precinct during the planning process. 
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Car Parking Review  
An assessment of statutory parking requirements based on Clause 52.06 of the planning 
scheme identifies a requirement of 33 car parking spaces to support the community centre 
and childcare uses. The supply of 38 parking spaces exceeds the statutory requirements and 
caters for increased patronage at various times of the day. 

Sporting use parking demand 

The demand for parking created by the sporting uses (evenings and weekends) occurs at 
different times to the peak demand for the community centre, pre-school and primary school 
parking demand. Given its use as an overflow only venue, the existing supply of parking can 
be considered adequate to meet needs. 

Foodbank parking demand 

The scale of the foodbank service (serving 150-200 families) creates a demand for parking 
beyond the typical demand for community centre and pre-school uses. The operations of the 
foodbank can be estimated to require an additional 45-60 spaces during the peak hour 
(10:30am ticket collection). Following the ticket collection hour, demand for parking reduces 
to approximately 20 additional spaces per hour to facilitate food parcel collection. Given the 
high demand for parking is in addition to typical off-peak demand for the pre-school, the 
demand for parking exceeds the supporting parking supply for the facility. 

Exford Road, Melton South 

Exford Road is a local connector road managed by Council and consists of a single traffic 
lane in each direction. Exford Road carries a high volume of traffic with the road operating at 
a reduced speed of 40km/h during school times and a speed limit of 60 km/h at all other 
times.  
A bus stop is located on both sides of the road adjacent to the Exford Road frontage of Mt 
Carberry Reserve. On-street parking is available on both sides of the road in the vicinity of 
the site including 11 spaces fronting the reserve site. 

Overall Car Parking Conditions 

The car parking provision is adequate to support most activities in the area. Parking remains 
constrained during school hours which is anticipated and consistent with other areas in the 
municipality. The construction of a new car park at Melton South Primary School assists to 
increase the supply of parking within the precinct.  
The foodbank service however creates additional constraints on parking on a Friday when 
operating. Given this issue is for a short period of time, it is proposed that the existing 
arrangements be retained and that other opportunities are explored with the Melton South 
Community Centre and Foodbank operator to alleviate parking congestion. The 
implementation of a car park management plan and associated brochure is the 
recommended approach that will assist with maximising surrounding parking infrastructure 
and informing the community of appropriate nearby parking to use.  
Recent Parking and Pedestrian Improvements 
Since the establishment of the petition, and number of changes to infrastructure in the area 
have been constructed to assist pedestrian connectivity to the site, including a raised 
platform crossing at Northcott Street, a pedestrian refuge island crossing adjacent the bus 
stops across Exford Road (fronting the Community Centre), and a car park at Melton South 
Primary School (approximately 75 spaces). Figure 2 below shows the location of new 
parking facilities and supporting infrastructure in the area. 
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Figure 2 Changes to surrounding area 
 
Options for consideration 
Option 1 - Development of a Car Parking Management Plan including brochure 

A car parking management plan is often utilised to manage activities and events to improve 
the operation of parking for that period. In this case, Council propose assisting with a car 
park management plan that considers measures that may be taken to improve the parking 
and operation of the foodbank service including preferred days and times of operating the 
service.  
Option 2 – Upgrade to the existing community centre car park 

There is an opportunity to increase the number of parking spaces at the Community Centre 
parking facility. Figure 3 shows potential opportunities to expand the existing car park: 
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Figure 3 Opportunity to expand Car Park 
 
Figure 3 shows the expansion of the Community Centre car park could result in 
approximately 27 additional car parking spaces. This expansion can be expected to result in 
some tree removal and may not be supported by adjacent residents.  Expanding the existing 
Pre-school car park could result in approximately 36 additional spaces (shown in Figure 4 
below).  
Option 3 – Upgrade the existing pre-school car park 

There is an opportunity to increase the number of parking spaces at the Pre School parking 
facility. Figure 4 shows potential opportunities to expand the existing car park: 
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Figure 4 Opportunity to expand Preschool Car Parking Location 

 
Given the future capital project identified at this location that will include supporting car 
parking, it is recommended that officers work with the tenant to assist with development of a 
Car Parking Management Plan including brochure. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.3 A City with accessible infrastructure that meets the needs of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Option 1 – The option to maintain the existing car park and develop a car parking 
management plan to mitigate issues would see officers work with the tenant. Whilst there 
would be minimal cost associated with engaging and working with the tenant, any potential 
outcomes including potential parking attendants would be borne by the tenant.  
Option 2 – An indicative cost of $250,000 would be required to support expansion of the 
community centre car park. 
Option 3 – An indicative cost of $300,000 would be required to support expansion of the 
preschool car park. Given the planned expansion of the pre-school, any investment will likely 
be redundant when future upgrades to the facility occur. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The outcome of this report will be provided to the lead petitioner.  
Consultation associated with Option 1 would see officers work with Melton South Community 
Centre on car parking opportunities. Options 2 and 3 would require extensive consultation 
with all users of the site and surrounding community. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Option Risk 

Option 1 – Maintain Existing car 
parking 

Parking may remain constrained in the area during the 
foodbank service. Any expansion of the foodbank 
likely to exacerbate parking constraints. 

Option 2 – Expand existing 
Community Centre Car Park  

There are various risks associated with this option 
including impact on nearby residents and native 
vegetation consideration in the form of potential tree 
removal. 

Option 3 – Expanding existing Pre-
school Car Park 

The expansion of the car park may result in any works 
constructed likely to be redundant, given the future 
expansion of this facility of  the site.  

7. Options 
Consideration has been given to the following options to address the parking demand on the 
Mt Carberry Reserve.   
Option 1: Maintain existing car parking arrangements on site, and work with the tenant 

regarding management of car parking. 
Option 2: Upgrade the existing community centre car park. 
Option 3: Upgrade the existing pre-school car park. 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.5 FINANCE REPORT - PERIOD ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022 
Author: Natalie Marino – Acting Finance Manager 

Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the 2022/2023 Finance Report for the 6 months ended 31 December 2022. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the report and the 2022/2023 Finance Report for the 6 months ended 31 
December 2022, contained at Appendix 1. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Kesic. 
That Council note the report and the 2022/2023 Finance Report for the 6 months ended 31 
December 2022, contained at Appendix 1.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with this information, comparing actuals for 
the 6 months ending 31 December 2022 and the approved budget for the same period as is 
detailed in Appendix 1. 

2. Background/Issues 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
A quarterly budget report (Appendix 1), must include; 

• a comparison of the actual and budgeted results to date; and 

• an explanation of any material variations; and 

• any other matters prescribed by the regulations. 

Audit & Risk Committee reviewed the report on 9 February 2023, no changes were required 
following that review. 
Council’s financial performance is continuing to benefit from strong development 
contributions for future capital infrastructure in the region with $142.6 million received for the 
first 6 months compared to a budget of $93.1 million, resulting in a favourable variance of 
$49.5 million.  
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Council’s operating surplus less development contributions for the 6 months ended 
December 2022 was $96.7 million compared to a budgeted result of $89.4 million, resulting 
in a favourable variance of $7.3 million. 
The operating surplus is continuing to benefit from unbudgeted funding from operating and 
capital grants, lower employee costs to budget due to unfilled vacancies, partially offset by 
an increase in material costs largely driven by agency costs to backfill these vacancies. 
Council is forecasting an underlying surplus of $3.6 million which is $3.2 million favourable to 
budget. This favourable variance is largely attributable to higher than anticipated interest 
income as a result of improved term deposit rates along with savings in employee costs. 
The actual capital expenditure completed at the 31 December 2022 was $26.8 million or 
30% of the total budget. 
Council’s has a total of $524.4 million in cash and term deposits at quarter end however the 
majority of this cash and term deposit holdings are fully committed, being set aside for 
restricted reserves, carry forward expenditure, employee entitlements and developer 
contributions received for future capital works. The working capital ratio for the YTD period is 
a healthy 1:6.3. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
5. A high performing organisation demonstrating leadership and advocacy: An organisation 

operating with innovation, transparency, accountability and sustainability  
5.3  Effective civic leadership, advocacy, partnerships and good governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council note the operating surplus for the 6 months ended 31 December 2022 and other 
financial matters outlined in Appendix 1. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
N/A 

6. Risk Analysis 
The financial report (Appendix 1), provides transparency over the financial performance of 
Council and will ensure Council’s continued compliance with the legislative requirements. 

7. Options 
The Council can: 
1. Note the report as per the recommendation. 
2. Request further information/clarification if deemed necessary. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Finance Report 31 December 2022 
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12.6 RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE HARNESS RACING VICTORIA/TABCORP PARK 
GRANTS ASSESSMENT PANEL MEETING 

Author: Jarrod Byham - Grants Delivery and Attraction Lead 
Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the recommendations for consideration for the allocation of funds for the October 2022 
HRV/Tabcorp Park community grants round. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the minutes of the HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants Assessment Panel Meeting held on 

Tuesday 15 November 2022, as presented at Appendix 1. 
2. Adopt the recommendations of the HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants Assessment Panel awarding 

$40,695.05 of the allocated contribution from HRV/Tabcorp Park, as presented at   
Appendix 1. 

Motion 
Crs Turner/Abboushi. 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the minutes of the HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants Assessment Panel Meeting held on 

Tuesday 15 November 2022, as presented at Appendix 1. 
2. Adopt the recommendations of the HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants Assessment Panel awarding 

$40,695.05 of the allocated contribution from HRV/Tabcorp Park, as presented at   
Appendix 1.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council acknowledges its role in supporting, assisting and partnering with 
community groups in providing services that benefit the wider community, enhance 
community wellbeing and contribute to Council's strategic objectives.  
Council achieves this through the provision of a range of grant funding programs available to 
the City of Melton community, including through its partnership with HRV/Tabcorp Park. 
In the panel’s capacity as an Advisory Committee of Council, this report provides the 
HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants Assessment Panel’s recommendations in relation to not-for-profit 
community groups and organisations who made an eligible application for a community 
project under the HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants round.  
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2. Background/Issues 
Since 2005 Council has had a partnership with HRV/Tabcorp Park to deliver community 
grants to the City of Melton. While the formal partnership has ceased in 2014, since that time 
HRV/Tabcorp Park has continued to contribute funds towards an annual program and 
Council has previously agreed to continue to administer the grants process on their behalf. 
Community grants strengthen relationships which unite the community through positive 
activities and create sustainable partnerships that encourage learning and self-sufficiency.  
The October 2022 HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants provide opportunities for groups to submit 
competitive applications to access one of two grants streams:  
1. Community Project - financial support for community projects that increase community 

participation and access to information, services and facilitate a strengthening in social 
wellbeing across the city.  

2. Entry-Level – designed for groups that have little experience applying for grants or little 
experience implementing grant-funded projects.  

Applications for the October 2022 HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants opened on 1 October 2022 and 
closed 31 October 2022. A total of nine applications were eligible for assessment by the 
assessment panel. 
The Assessment Panel is governed by a Terms of Reference, endorsed at the 15 March 
2021 Ordinary Council Meeting.   
The Assessment Panel met on Tuesday 15 November 2022 online. The panel assessed the 
applications against the assessment criteria prior to the panel meeting, ensuring a 
transparent assessment process of all applications. During the panel meeting, the panel 
agreed to recommend the allocation of funding to applicants based on overall assessment 
scores. Appendix 1 provides minutes of the meeting, inclusive of a summary of 
recommendations to allocate funding. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 
excellence  

 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Funding for this HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants round is as per the table below in the 2022/2023 
Council budget: 

Available Budget 2022/23 Recommended funding Residual Budget 
$40,251.10 $40,695.05^ $0 

 ^ The panel proposes that $443.95 additional spend be funded through available funds in 
Council’s Community Grants Program budget for 2022/23. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
All funding available through Council’s Community Grants Program is promoted across our 
community through a range of available media and other opportunities. 
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Following Council approval, successful grant recipients in this round will be published on 
Council’s website.  Unsuccessful grant applications will be provided with feedback as to why 
the application was unsuccessful. 
Recognition of successful applicants will occur at a formal event in 2023. The event will 
enable HRV/Tabcorp Park and Council to acknowledge and show appreciation to our 
community on the participation and leadership they displayed through the funded initiatives. 
It will also provide a networking opportunity and enable information sharing that may further 
benefit the community. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Community grant opportunities provided and administered by Council are promoted and 
provided in accordance with Council objectives, guidelines and procedures.  
The ongoing review of systems and processes will ensure a continuous improvement 
process for the grants program. 
Council officers have been implementing administrative changes to grants processes 
consistent with audit recommendations and continuous improvement measures. 

7. Options 
The HRV/Tabcorp Park Grants Assessment Panel is an Advisory Committee of Council, and 
Council therefore has the discretion to approve or not approve the panel’s funding 
recommendations. 

 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Appendix 1 - HRV Tabcorp Park - Minutes Grants Panel Assessment Meeting - Oct 

2022 Round Final - CONFIDENTIAL 
Confidential pursuant to Section 66(2)(a) and section 3(1)(f) of the Local Government 
Act 2020. 
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12.7 RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CLUB CAROLINE SPRINGS GRANT 
ASSESSMENT PANEL MEETING 

Author: Jarrod Byham - Grants Delivery and Attraction Lead 
Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the recommendations for consideration for the allocation of funds for the October 2022 
The Club Caroline Springs community grants round. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the minutes of The Club Caroline Springs Grants Assessment Panel Meeting held 

on 22 November 2022, as presented in Appendix 1. 
2. Adopt the recommendations of The Club Caroline Springs Grants Assessment Panel 

awarding a total of $34,823.00 of the allocated contribution from The Club Caroline Springs, 
as presented in Appendix 1. 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the minutes of The Club Caroline Springs Grants Assessment Panel Meeting held 

on 22 November 2022, as presented in Appendix 1. 
2. Adopt the recommendations of The Club Caroline Springs Grants Assessment Panel 

awarding a total of $34,823.00 of the allocated contribution from The Club Caroline Springs, 
as presented in Appendix 1.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council acknowledges its role in supporting, assisting and partnering with 
community groups in providing services that benefit the wider community, enhance 
community wellbeing and contribute to Council's strategic objectives.  
Council achieves this through the provision of a range of grant funding programs available to 
the City of Melton community, including through its partnership with The Club Caroline 
Springs. 
In the panel’s capacity as an Advisory Committee of Council, this report provides The Club 
Caroline Springs Grants Assessment Panel’s recommendations in relation to not-for-profit 
community groups and organisations who made an eligible application for a community 
project under The Club Caroline Springs Grants round. 
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2. Background/Issues 
Since 2003 Council has had a partnership with The Club Caroline Springs to facilitate the 
delivery of community grants to the City of Melton. While the formal partnership has ceased 
in 2012, since that time Club Caroline Springs has continued to contribute funds towards an 
annual program and Council has continued to administer the grants process on their behalf.  
Community grants strengthen relationships which unite the community through positive 
activities and create sustainable partnerships that encourage learning and self-sufficiency.  
The October 2022 The Club Caroline Springs Grants provide opportunities for groups to 
submit competitive applications to one of two grants streams: 
1. Community Project – this stream provides financial support for community projects that 

increase community participation and access to information, services and facilitate a 
strengthening in social wellbeing across the city.  

2. Entry-Level – this stream is designed for groups that have little experience applying for 
grants or little experience implementing grant-funded projects.  

Applications for the October 2022 The Club Caroline Springs Grants opened on 1 October 
2022 and closed 31 October 2022. A total of six applications were eligible for assessment by 
the assessment panel. 
The Assessment Panel is governed by a Terms of Reference, endorsed at the 15 March 
2021 Ordinary Council Meeting.   
The Assessment Panel met on Tuesday 22 November 2022 online. The panel assessed the 
applications against the assessment criteria prior to the panel meeting, ensuring a 
transparent assessment process of all applications. During the panel meeting, the panel 
agreed to recommend the allocation of funding to applicants based on overall assessment 
scores. Appendix 1 provides minutes of the meeting, inclusive of a summary of 
recommendations to allocate funding. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence  
 
 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Funding for this The Club Caroline Springs Grant round is as per the table below in the 
2022/2023 Council budget: 

Available Budget 2022/23 Recommended funding Residual Budget 
$35,865.90 $34,823.00 $0^ 

^ The Club Caroline Springs has requested that the residual budget of $1,042.90 be 
allocated to other Community Grants Program streams facilitate by Council in the 2022/23 
financial year. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
All funding available through Council’s Community Grants Program is promoted across our 
community through a range of available media and other opportunities. 
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Following Council approval, successful grant recipients in this round will be published on 
Council’s website.  Unsuccessful grant applications will be provided with feedback as to why 
the application was unsuccessful. 
Recognition of successful applicants will occur at a formal event in 2023. The event will 
enable The Club Caroline Springs and Council to acknowledge and show appreciation to our 
community on the participation and leadership they displayed through the funded initiatives. 
It will also provide a networking opportunity and enable information sharing that may further 
benefit the community. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Community grant opportunities provided and administered by Council are promoted and 
provided in accordance with Council objectives, guidelines and procedures.  
The ongoing review of systems and processes will ensure a continuous improvement 
process for the grants program. 
Council officers have been implementing administrative changes to the grants processes 
consistent with audit recommendations and continuous improvement measures.  

7. Options 
The Club Caroline Springs Grants Assessment Panel is an Advisory Committee of Council, 
and Council therefore has the discretion to approve or not approve the panel’s funding 
recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Appendix 1 - The Club CS - Minutes - Oct 2022 Final - CONFIDENTIAL 

Confidential pursuant to Section 66(2)(a) and section 3(1)(f) of the Local Government 
Act 2020. 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Verbal reports were received from Crs Shannon, Farrugia, Vandenberg, Kesic, Turner, Abboushi,  
Ramsey, Majdlik, and Carli. 
 
Motion of Condolence 
Crs Abboushi/Majdlik. 
To express my deepest sadness at the large-scale loss of life and extent of injuries inflicted by an 
earthquake that has affected the nations of Türkiye and Syria. 

At least 50,000 people have reportedly died in these two countries, which were struck by 
earthquakes. 

I am deeply saddened by the unthinkable loss of life in Türkiye and Syria, and by the vast damage 
to social and economic infrastructure with which the two governments and populations are now 
confronted with. 

My heart goes out to families who have lost loved ones or are searching for relatives, and we wish 
injured survivors a full recovery. 

 
CARRIED 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 FEBRUARY 2023 

Page 160 

14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 852 (CR ABBOUSHI) 
Councillor: Steven Abboushi  

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. Notes the discontinuation of soft plastic recycling through REDcycle at participating 

supermarkets, reducing the options for residents to recycle soft plastics; 
2. Writes to Minister Lily D’Ambrosio, Sustainability Victoria and Recycling Victoria to seek an 

update on actions that the Victorian Government is taking to address options for residents 
to recycle soft plastics, particularly in light of the Victorian Government’s implementation of 
the Container Deposit Scheme and the Single Use Plastics ban, and the response is 
provided to all councillors. 

 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Majdlik. 
That Council: 
1. Notes the discontinuation of soft plastic recycling through REDcycle at participating 

supermarkets, reducing the options for residents to recycle soft plastics; 
2. Writes to Minister Lily D’Ambrosio, Sustainability Victoria and Recycling Victoria to seek an 

update on actions that the Victorian Government is taking to address options for residents 
to recycle soft plastics, particularly in light of the Victorian Government’s implementation of 
the Container Deposit Scheme and the Single Use Plastics ban, and the response is 
provided to all councillors.  

CARRIED 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 853 (CR ABBOUSHI) 
Councillor: Steven Abboushi  

NOTICE: 
That Council officers write to the Minister for Public Transport The Hon. Ben Carroll and the 
member for Kororoit Luba Grigorovitch MP requesting the urgent upgrade and extension to 
Rockbank Train Station carpark in order to meet the significant demand for parking in one of 
Victoria’s fastest growing cities. 
 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That Council officers write to the Minister for Public Transport The Hon. Ben Carroll and the 
member for Kororoit Luba Grigorovitch MP requesting the urgent upgrade and extension to 
Rockbank Train Station carpark in order to meet the significant demand for parking in one of 
Victoria’s fastest growing cities.  

CARRIED 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 854 (CR MAJDLIK) 
Councillor: Kathy Majdlik  

NOTICE: 
That Council Officers provide a report to Councillors outlining the current policies and procedures 
enabling authorisation for Property Managers/Managing Agents to act on the behalf of the 
Landlord relating to Council services like ordering/replacing service bins (i.e; waste, recycling or 
FOGO) as well as general enquiries into the landlords rates notices/accounts. 
This report should also compare Council’s current practices to those of neighboring council’s 
regarding this matter. 
 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Farrugia. 
That Council Officers provide a report to Councillors outlining the current policies and procedures 
enabling authorisation for Property Managers/Managing Agents to act on the behalf of the 
Landlord relating to Council services like ordering/replacing service bins (i.e; waste, recycling or 
FOGO) as well as general enquiries into the landlords rates notices/accounts. 
This report should also compare Council’s current practices to those of neighboring council’s 
regarding this matter.  

CARRIED 
Cr Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

  
  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 27 FEBRUARY 2023 

Page 163 

14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 855 (CR MAJDLIK) 
Councillor: Kathy Majdlik  

NOTICE: 
That Council officers provide a report for Councillors to consider; 
1. What options are available in providing a Portable ‘Accessible Toilet/Bathroom’ at all major 

Council functions/events where portable toilets are hired, including associated costs. 
2. What (if any) policies or procedures require amending to ensure that this becomes a 

standard practice/requirement for all future Council events. 
3. Allow for a provision for this cost to be discussed at the upcoming Council Budget 

deliberation. 
4. Include a trial ‘Accessible Toilet/Bathroom’ at the next major Council run event (Harmony 

Day). 
 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Kesic. 
That Council officers provide a report for Councillors to consider; 
1. What options and styles are available in providing a Portable ‘Accessible Toilet/Bathroom’ at 

all major Council functions/events where portable toilets are hired, including associated 
costs. 

2. What (if any) policies or procedures require amending to ensure that this becomes a 
standard practice/requirement for all future Council events. 

3. Allow for a provision for this cost to be discussed at the upcoming Council Budget 
deliberation. 

4. Include a trial ‘Accessible Toilet/Bathroom’ at the next major Council run event (Harmony 
Day).  

CARRIED 
Cr Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 856 (CR ABBOUSHI) 
Councillor: Steven Abboushi 

NOTICE: 
That Council officers write to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, The Hon Melissa Horne MP, 
The member for Sydenham, The Hon Natalie Hutchins MP and the member for Kororoit Luba 
Grigorovitch MP requesting urgent formal declaration of Westwood Drive and the Palmers Road 
corridor as a State arterial road and a commitment to immediately upgrade the corridor as a matter 
of priority. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Farrugia. 
That Council officers write to the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, The Hon Melissa Horne MP, 
The member for Sydenham, The Hon Natalie Hutchins MP and the member for Kororoit Luba 
Grigorovitch MP requesting urgent formal declaration of Westwood Drive and the Palmers Road 
corridor as a State arterial road and a commitment to immediately upgrade the corridor as a matter 
of priority.  

CARRIED 
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14.6 NOTICE OF MOTION 857 (CR SHANNON) 
 
Cr Farrugia departed the meeting at 8.12pm. 
Cr Farrugia returned to the meeting at 8.14pm. 

Councillor: Julie Shannon  
NOTICE: 
That Council, in line with Cancer Council Victoria’s report on e-cigarettes (vapes): 
1. Write to the relevant Federal Ministers/Representatives, including, The Hon. Mark Butler MP 

Minister for Health and Aged Care, The Hon. Catherine King MP Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, and The Hon. Clare O’Neil MP 
Minister for Home Affairs and Minister for Cyber Security, requesting the Federal 
Government prevent these products, and/or have strong regulations around them, being 
imported into Australia. 

2. Write to the relevant State Ministers/Representatives, including The Hon. Mary-Anne 
Thomas MP Minister for Health, The Hon. Anthony Carbines MP Minister for Police and 
Minister for Crime Prevention, requesting the State Government review and consider 
stronger laws around the selling of these products. 

3. Review its General Local Law and any Council policies in line with up to date information on 
the harm of these products.   

4. Promote the key themes of the report through Council networks and to the community. 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Kesic. 
That Council, in line with Cancer Council Victoria’s report on e-cigarettes (vapes): 
1. Write to the relevant Federal Ministers/Representatives, including, The Hon. Mark Butler MP 

Minister for Health and Aged Care, The Hon. Catherine King MP Minister for Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, and The Hon. Clare O’Neil MP 
Minister for Home Affairs and Minister for Cyber Security, requesting the Federal 
Government prevent these products, and/or have strong regulations around them, being 
imported into Australia. 

2. Write to the relevant State Ministers/Representatives, including The Hon. Mary-Anne 
Thomas MP Minister for Health, The Hon. Anthony Carbines MP Minister for Police and 
Minister for Crime Prevention, requesting the State Government review and consider 
stronger laws around the selling of these products. 

3. Review its General Local Law and any Council policies in line with up to date information on 
the harm of these products.   

4. Promote the key themes of the report through Council networks and to the community.  
CARRIED 

Cr Shannon called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.7 NOTICE OF MOTION 858 (CR ABBOUSHI) 
Councillor: Steven Abboushi 

NOTICE: 
That the cost of preparing a masterplan and supporting consultation process for the Thornhill Park 
Active Recreation Reserve be referred to the 2023/24 council budget for consideration. 
 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That the cost of preparing a masterplan and supporting consultation process for the Thornhill Park 
Active Recreation Reserve be referred to the 2023/24 council budget for consideration.  

CARRIED 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

15.1 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Shannon 
Requesting for an update on the Black Knight Way Reserve upgrade please? 

 

15.2 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 
With the increased congestion getting worse by the day, and the prospect of the hospital 
commencing its build soon, could Councillors please have an update on Ferris Road 
Interchange, the whole stretch, but especially traffic lights on the northern side of Ferris 
Road near Bunnings? 

 

15.3 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Majdlik 
Could I have an update on my Notice of Motion a little while ago to advocate to VicRoads 
to change the 60km zone on Caroline Springs Blvd between The Crossing and Lake 
Street in Caroline Springs to 40km? 

 

15.4 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Majdlik 
Also, just an update on my Notice of Motion a while ago regarding the Disability Carer’s 
Hub and the current outcome? 

 

15.5 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Farrugia 
Requesting an update on the Calder Park Drive duplication? 

 

15.6 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Farrugia 
Just regarding the Taylors Road duplication and the removal of the Gourlay Road / 
Taylors Road roundabout? 
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15.7 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Vandenberg 
Recent media reports allege that a former councillor mis-used council resources in 
contravening to the local government act 2020 and the Electoral Act 2002. What steps is 
council taking to report this alleged illegal activity and what will council do to ensure this 
does not happen again? Do we know who was involved and to what extent?’ 
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16. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil.
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 15 December 2022 

This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(e) as it relates to legal privileged 
information, being information to which legal professional privilege or client legal privilege 
applies. 

17.2 Response to Notice of Motion 847 - Performance of the Parks Asset Maintenance 
Contract (No.22/019) 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(a) as it relates to Council business 
information, being information that would prejudice the Council's position in commercial 
negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.3 Contract 23-006 Annual Unsealed Road Re-Sheeting Program 2022/2023 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7009/1 - Use and development of the land for a motel 
(residential hotel) with landscaping, a reduction in the car parking requirements, 
boundary realignment and a two lot subdivision of the land At 2 Gourlay Road and 
12 Rupicola Court, Hillside. 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(e) as it relates to legal privileged 
information, being information to which legal professional privilege or client legal privilege 
applies.  
 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 15 December 2022 

This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(e) as it relates to legal privileged 
information, being information to which legal professional privilege or client legal privilege 
applies. 

17.2 Response to Notice of Motion 847 - Performance of the Parks Asset Maintenance 
Contract (No.22/019) 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(a) as it relates to Council business 
information, being information that would prejudice the Council's position in commercial 
negotiations if prematurely released. 
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17.3 Contract 23-006 Annual Unsealed Road Re-Sheeting Program 2022/2023 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(g) as it relates to private commercial 
information, being information provided by a business, commercial or financial 
undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7009/1 - Use and development of the land for a motel 
(residential hotel) with landscaping, a reduction in the car parking requirements, 
boundary realignment and a two lot subdivision of the land At 2 Gourlay Road and 
12 Rupicola Court, Hillside. 
This report is confidential in accordance with s89(2)(e) as it relates to legal privileged 
information, being.  

CARRIED 
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Recommended Procedural Motion 
 
That the meeting be opened to the public. 
 
Procedural Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 
That the meeting be opened to the public. 

CARRIED 
 

 

18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 8.36pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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