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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL HELD 
IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, 232 HIGH STREET, 

MELTON ON 25 SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 7.00PM 
 

 
Present: Cr Lara Carli (Mayor) 

Cr Julie Shannon (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr Steve Abboushi 
Cr Justine Farrugia 
Cr Goran Kesic 
Cr Sophie Ramsey  
Cr Bob Turner 

 Cr Ashleigh Vandenberg 
 
Roslyn Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
Peter Leersen, Director Organisational Performance 
Troy Scoble, Director City Life 
Neil Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
Blake Angus, Acting Director City Futures 
Megan Kruger, Head of Governance 
Renee Hodgson, Governance Coordinator 
Matthew Milbourne, Principal Strategic Planner 
 

 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Carli opened the meeting at 7.00pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Cr Majdlik. 

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

In accordance with Council’s Governance Rules, with the consent of Council, Item 14.3, 
Notice of Motion 891 (Cr Carli) – Shower Bus for the Homeless, will be considered 
immediately prior to Item 14.5, Notice of Motion 893 (Cr Carli) – Mayoral Charity Ball 
Funds. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 
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5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Cr Turner declared a conflict of interest in Item 17.1 - 2024 Community Achievement 
Awards Assessment Panel Meeting Outcomes. 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 28 August 2023 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 28 August 2023 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  

CARRIED 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHAPTER 6, RULE 1 OF THE COUNCIL'S GOVERNANCE RULES 

  
 

 

• Monday 14 August 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 28 August 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 4 September 2023 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 14 August 2023, 28 August 2023 
and 4 September 2023 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and 
noted. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 14 August 2023, 28 August 2023 
and 4 September 2023 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and 
noted.  

CARRIED 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors dated 14 August 2023 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors dated 28 August 2023 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors dated 4 September 2023 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Western Victoria 

• The Hon. Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 
and Local Government 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters, received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendices 1 and 2 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Western Victoria – acknowledgment of receipt of 

Melton City Council’s budget for 2023/24; 
2. The Hon. Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 

and Local Government – Fix Our Roads Campaign 
 

Motion 
Crs Turner/Kesic. 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters, received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendices 1 and 2 to this report: 
1. The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Western Victoria – acknowledgment of receipt of 

Melton City Council’s budget for 2023/24; 
2. The Hon. Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 

and Local Government – Fix Our Roads Campaign. 
CARRIED 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  The Hon. Gayle Tierney MP, Minister for Western Victoria dated 28 July 2023 
2.  The Hon. Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 

Development and Local Government dated 5 September 2023 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Cr Farrugia tabled 314 joint letters from Diggers Rest residents regarding the proposed 
new road link at Diggers Rest. 
The joint letters will be referred to officers for consideration. 

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.  

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Cr Vandenberg departed the meeting at 7.13pm and returned to the meeting at 7.14pm. 
 

Submitter: Rockbank Resident 
Question asked of Council Response 

Can council please confirm the timing 
of the removal of the dumped soil on 
the Lightsview Blvd Rockbank 
Undeveloped Council Sporting 
Reserve? 

The procurement process for the removal of 
the soil is underway. Once timelines are 
confirmed, Council will inform the resident. 

Submitter: Rockbank Resident 
Question asked of Council Response 

Can the council please investigate 
speed limiting devices in Innovation 
Avenue Rockbank? 

Council Officers will investigate the 
introduction of traffic calming measures in 
Innovation Avenue, Rockbank, and the wider 
precinct as the development of schools and 
sporting reserves progresses. This will 
ensure that the design solution addresses the 
needs directly.  
In the interim Council Officers will continue to 
monitor the situation and should it be 
warranted, fast track the introduction of traffic 
calming measures.  

Submitter: Chris Calcraft 
Question asked of Council Response 

What action is council taking to enforce 
restorative actions required by the 
landowner under Environmental 
Management Plans dated April 2022 for 
the Eynesbury Forest, Gorge and 
Grassland? 

Council is aware of this issue and is currently 
investigating options to ensure compliance 
with the endorsed Environmental 
Management Plans.  
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Submitter: Tim Isermann 
Question asked of Council Response 

How is it possible for submissions of 
support for the church to be 193 when 
the majority of them will not be affected 
by the establishment of this church as 
they do not reside within the estate? 

When a planning application is advertised to 
the public, any person may make a 
submission against or in support of a 
proposal. In accordance with section 60 of 
the Planning and Environment Act 1987 all 
submissions are considered by Council 
Officers when assessing and making a 
recommendation in a Council Report.  

Submitter: Tim Isermann 
Question asked of Council Response 

Will the Strathtulloh estate status from 
green wedge be amended in the 
foreseeable future particularly in view of 
the imminent opening of Ferris Rd? 

The Strathtulloh Estate is in the Western 
Plains South Green Wedge, which is located 
outside of the Urban Growth Boundary.  
The Urban Growth Boundary is set by the 
State government.  
The current alignment of the Urban Growth 
Boundary is affirmed as the outer limit for 
growth by the State government through its 
planning strategy, Plan Melbourne 2017-2050 
at Policy 2.1.1 and can only be changed by a 
ratification of both houses of Parliament.  
Council has no control over the boundaries of 
the Urban Growth Boundary, or the 
boundaries of the Western Plains South 
Green Wedge.  

Submitter: Sonia 
Question asked of Council Response 

Knowing the covenants on properties in 
Strathtulloh Estate, why is an 
application that contradicts a contract 
they have signed and agreed to, even 
being considered? 

The covenant in question only pertains to 
dwellings and outbuildings. As the modified 
building is not a dwelling or outbuilding, the 
covenant does not apply. 

Submitter: Sonia 
Question asked of Council Response 

In what way does Regarding  
pa2022/8164/1 differ from rejection 
pa/2018/6177? 

Whilst each planning application is assessed 
on its merits, there are some similarities 
between the two applications. Council 
Officers noted the concern regarding amenity 
impacts and considered this in the 
assessment and in the Officer 
Recommendation in the Council Report.  
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Submitter: Jasdev Sekhon 
Question asked of Council Response 

As part of the deliberations between 
Council and the Level Crossing 
Removal Team, would Council please 
advocate for safe entry and exit points 
to be provided for residents living in 
Tame Street and Pepper Close? 

Council officers have and continue to 
advocate for safe and appropriate treatments 
at all intersections including Tame Street and 
Pepper close.  

Submitter: Tracey Vella 
Question asked of Council Response 

What was the outcome of the 
application to VicRoads in 2008 
seeking a restriction on vehicles 
exceeding 4.5 tonnes gross mass from 
proceeding along Diggers Rest – 
Coimadai Road between Vineyard 
Road and the Railway Station? 

The load limit application to VicRoads’ Truck 
Advisory Committee was rejected on the 
basis that the restriction of access would be 
detrimental to industry.  
Council Officers continue to monitor the 
situation and will review whether a further 
application for a load limit should be 
submitted.  

Submitter: Tracey Vella 
Question asked of Council Response 

What is the current legal load limit for 
vehicles using Diggers Rest – Coimadai 
Road between Vineyard Road and the 
Railway Station? 

Currently there are no restrictions on vehicles 
on this stretch of road, noting advisory signs 
suggest alternative routes.  

Submitter: David O’Connor 
Question asked of Council Response 

What advocacy to State Government 
has Council undertaken in the nine (9) 
years to date specific to the Diggers 
Rest bypass road as identified within 
both the Diggers Rest Precinct 
Structure Plan and the Diggers Rest 
LATM which was adopted by Council 
on February 4, 2014? 

Diggers Rest Local Area Traffic Management 
(LATM) was developed in response to the 
Diggers Rest Precinct Structure Plan and 
Development Plan for 13-15 Diggers Rest 
Coimadai Road with an understanding that 
the existing level crossing at Old Calder 
Highway will remain unchanged.  
Over the last nine years Council has been 
advocating for the removal of all existing level 
crossings and other transport improvements 
(Freeways, Arterial Roads, Trains, Buses and 
Active Transport) across the municipality, 
including Diggers Rest. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 25 SEPTEMBER 2023 

Page 19 

Submitter: David O’Connor 
Question asked of Council Response 

Given the proposed permanent full 
closure of through traffic at Holden 
Road, what does Council envisage as 
the alternate route for traffic currently 
using this road? 

Recent traffic surveys indicate Holden Road 
carries approximately 747 vehicles (including 
local traffic accessing Plumpton Road and 
approximately 114 heavy vehicles) per day. 
Council anticipates much of this traffic will 
travel via Melton Highway and Plumpton 
Road.  

Submitter: David Young 
Question asked of Council Response 

Can Council please provide an update 
on the consideration of naming 
something at Bridge Road Track in 
memory of Barry Taylor, who passed 
away 5 years ago and was a founder 
and life time member of Melton City 
Little Athletics Club? 

Council has committed to developing a policy 
regarding memorial recognition for 
community members. Officers will contact 
Melton Little Athletic Club on the status of the 
policy development and to discuss the 
specific request.  
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 DRAFT ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE STATEMENT - 
30 JUNE 2023 

Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 
Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present to Council for approval in principle of the draft Annual Financial Statements and 
Performance Statement for 30 June 2023, prior to reports being submitted to Council’s Auditor, in 
accordance with section 99(2) of the Local Government Act 2020. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Approve, in principle, the draft Annual Financial Statements and Performance Statement for 

30 June 2023 at Appendix 1 and Appendix 2. 
2. Authorise the Mayor, Cr Lara Carli, Deputy Mayor, Cr Julie Shannon and Chief Executive 

Officer, Roslyn Wai to approve the Statements in their final form after any changes 
recommended, or agreed, by the Auditor have been made, pursuant to sections 99(2) and 
99(3) of the Local Government Act 2020. 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Shannon. 
That Council: 
1. Approve, in principle, the draft Annual Financial Statements and Performance Statement for 

30 June 2023 at Appendix 1 and Appendix 2. 
2. Authorise the Mayor, Cr Lara Carli, Deputy Mayor, Cr Julie Shannon and Chief Executive 

Officer, Roslyn Wai to approve the Statements in their final form after any changes 
recommended, or agreed, by the Auditor have been made, pursuant to sections 99(2) and 
99(3) of the Local Government Act 2020.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Each year, individual local governments across Victoria are required to present a set of 
audited financial statements and performance statements to their Council and community. 
The financial statements contain information on the financial performance, financial position, 
and cash flows of Council for the financial year ended 30 June 2023. The format of the 
financial statements is standard across all Victorian Councils and complies with both the 
accounting and reporting requirements of Australian Accounting Standards and requirements 
as set down by Local Government Victoria. 
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The performance statement includes the results of the prescribed sustainable capacity, 
service performance and financial performance indicators and measures together with a 
description of the municipal district and an explanation of material variations in the results. 
This statement has been prepared to meet the requirements of the Local Government Act 
2020 and Local Government (Planning and Reporting) Regulations 2014. 
The Audit and Risk Committee meeting on 14 September 2023 discussed and reviewed the 
draft Annual Financial Statements and Performance Statement for the year ended 30 June 
2023. The Audit and Risk Committee has recommended that Council approve the 
statements prior to them being submitted to the Auditor, as required under the Local 
Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’). 
There were no adverse audit findings in relation to the 2022/23 financial statements and 
performance statement. 
Council remains in a sustainable financial position to meet the challenges and infrastructure 
requirements of a growth Council with a strong balance sheet and financial performance in 
2022/23 that was favourable to budget and in surplus. 

2. Background/Issues 
For the purposes of sections 99(2) and 99(3) of the Act, Council must not submit the Annual 
Financial Statements and Performance Statement to the auditor unless it has passed a 
resolution giving its approval in principle to the Statements. The Council must authorise two 
Councillors to certify the Statements in their final form after any changes are recommended, 
or agreed to, by the Auditor. The auditor provides audit reports which gives an opinion on 
whether the statements present fairly the Council's financial performance, position and other 
indicators. 
In accordance with section 99(1) of the Act, Council must submit the Statements to the 
Minister as soon as practical after the end of the financial year. 
The financial statements and performance statements are publicly available documents and 
are used by (but not limited to) Councillors, residents and ratepayers, employees, suppliers, 
contractors, customers, Local Government Victoria, state and federal governments, and 
financiers including banks and other financial institutions. 
Council’s 30 June 2023 Financial Result 
Council’s adjusted operating result as at 30 June 2023 was a surplus of $23.1 million 
compared to a budget of $0.3 million which is favourable to budget. The adjusted operating 
result removes all asset revaluation movements, developer contributions and capital grant 
revenue items relating to the growth of the region which better reflects the underlying 
financial performance of Council.  
Council’s revenue remains strong and favourable to budget due largely to the continued 
development activity of a growth Council, and the prudent management of operating costs 
has enabled an underlying surplus to be achieved for the financial year. 
This favourable variance is largely attributable to higher than anticipated interest income as a 
result of improved term deposit rates, unbudgeted operating grants along with savings in 
employee costs due to unfilled vacancies, partially offset by an increase in material costs 
from agency staff used to backfill these vacancies. 
When developer transactions and asset revaluations are included, Council’s overall 
comprehensive result is a surplus of $798.5 million which is largely attributable to $384.2 
million in contributed monetary and non-monetary assets from developers that are restricted 
to future capital infrastructure in the region and a revaluation increment of Council’s existing 
assets by $375.9 million. 
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Council has a total of $571.4 million in cash and term deposits at year end with the majority 
related to the restricted developer contributions collected for future capital infrastructure 
works. Council’s adjusted operating surplus of $23.1 million will also be used to fund the 
carryover of capital infrastructure works. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
5. A high performing organisation demonstrating leadership and advocacy: An organisation 

operating with innovation, transparency, accountability and sustainability  
5.3  Effective civic leadership, advocacy, partnerships and good governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Financial considerations are contained in the respective reports listed as appendices. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
There is no requirement for public consultation in relation to the draft Annual Financial 
Statements and Performance Statement 30 June 2023. The Audit and Risk Committee has 
recommended that Council approve the statements prior to them being submitted to the 
Auditor, as required under the Local Government Act 2020. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Presentation and certification of the Annual Financial Statements and Performance 
Statement for 30 June 2023 will ensure Council’s continued compliance with the legislative 
requirements and ensue transparency with regards to its financial position and performance. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to reject the Officer’s recommendations, however this would put 
Council’s ability to meet statutory obligations at risk. 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Draft Financial Statements 2022/23 
2.  Draft Performance Statement 2022/23 
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12.2 ANNUAL COMMUNITY SATISFACTION SURVEY 
Author: Daisy Brundell - Team Leader Health Promotion and Planning 

Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the City of Melton Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Results 2023. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Notes the Melton City Council – 2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings 

Report at Appendix 1. 
2. Approves key findings report be communicated to the community and other stakeholders via 

media release and Council’s website. 
Motion 
Crs Farrugia/Ramsey. 
That Council: 
1. Notes the Melton City Council – 2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings 

Report at Appendix 1. 
2. Approves key findings report be communicated to the community and other stakeholders via 

media release and Council’s website.  
CARRIED 

 

 

REPORT 
1. Executive Summary 

Melton City Council has managed the Annual Community Satisfaction Survey delivery 
through an independent research organisation and the 2023 survey is the ninth Annual 
Community Satisfaction Survey conducted by Metropolis Research.  
The survey meets the requirements of Local Government Victoria (LGV) by providing 
importance and satisfaction ratings for the core measures and satisfaction with Council’s 
overall performance. The survey is used by Council in meeting its legislative requirements, 
including reporting against the Local Government Performance Reporting Framework and 
associated requirements under the Local Government Act 2020 and Public Health and 
Wellbeing Act 2008. 
This year’s Community Satisfaction Survey was conducted in May/June 2023 as a face-to-
face interview survey. Independent research company Metropolis Research Pty Ltd 
conducted Council’s ninth survey with 806 randomly selected residents, consistent with the 
timing of previous years.  
The aim of the research was to measure community satisfaction with the broad range of 
Council services and facilities, aspects of governance and leadership, planning and 
development, customer service, and the overall performance of Council across all areas of 
responsibility.  
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The survey also measured the importance to the community of 31 individual services and 
facilities, explored the top issues the community feel needs to be addressed in the 
municipality and measured the perception of safety in the city’s public areas, local sense of 
community, and volunteering.   
The survey sample reflects the cultural and linguistic diversity of the City of Melton 
community with 40 per cent of respondents coming from households that spoke a language 
other than English at home. 
The survey outcomes have been provided in the findings report (Appendix 1). The survey 
outcomes will be used by specific service units to assists Council in gauging achievement 
toward the delivery of the commitments contained within the Council and Wellbeing Plan 
2021-2025.   

2. Background/Issues 
The Annual Melton City Council - 2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings 
Report is provided at Appendix 1.  
Key Findings 
Detailed results and observations are provided in the attached Melton City Council – 2023 
Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report (Attachment 1).  
Council recorded an overall satisfaction score of 6.9 out of 10, a 6 per cent increase from last 
year which is a statistically significant increase, as indicated in Table 1.  
Table 1: Overall satisfaction score 2022 and 2023 comparison, 2023 Annual 
Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report 

Overall satisfaction 
scores 

2022 (Out of 
10) 

2023 (Out 
of 10) 

Per cent 
increase 

City of Melton  6.5 6.9 6% 
Western Region 
Council  

6.5 7.0 8% 

Metro Melbourne  6.6 7.0 6% 

Areas of increase in satisfaction from 2022 to 2023 include: 

• five core measures of governance  

• perception of safety  

• planning and development outcomes including maintaining local heritage and sites of 
significance  

• appearance and quality of new development.  
Areas of decrease in satisfaction from 2022 to 2023 include: 

• customer service  

• community services (services for babies, children, youths, seniors, and persons with 
disability). 

Areas for Council’s attention or improvement 
As indicated in the table below, the top five issues to address from the 2023 survey were 
traffic management, roads including roadworks, parks, gardens and open spaces, safety 
policing and crime, and health and medical services, all of which aligned with Council’s 
advocacy priorities.  
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Table 2: Melton’s top five issues for consideration, 2023 Annual Community 
Satisfaction Survey Findings Report 

Main issues to address  Per cent of respondents 
nominating issue in 2023 

Per cent of respondents 
nominating issue in 2022 

Traffic management  25.0% 26.0% 

Road including roadworks 13.1% 13.1% 

Main issues to address  Per cent of respondents 
nominating issue in 2023 

Per cent of respondents 
nominating issue in 2022 

Parks, gardens, and open 
spaces 

12.0%  9.0% 

Safety, policing and crime  8.0%  9.0% 

Health and medical services  6.0%  7.0% 

Council thanks those community members who gave their time and shared insights to 
participate in the 2023 Community Satisfaction Survey. The feedback provided gives Council 
direction on what matters to residents and supports Council in organisational improvement 
for more effective service and infrastructure delivery that is responsive to community needs. 
The Findings Report of this survey has been made public (in this meeting’s agenda) and will 
be communicated to residents via a media release and Council’s website. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The cost of the survey is budgeted for within Council’s annual recurrent budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The survey is an important aspect of Council’s community consultation program and 
represents Council’s ongoing commitment to engaging with the community to improve 
performance, advocacy, and service delivery. 
Metropolis Research conducted Council’s ninth Annual Community Satisfaction Survey as a 
door-to-door, in-person interview survey of 806 respondents in May and June 2023. 

6. Risk Analysis 
It is proposed Council continue to value the Community Satisfaction Survey as a tool to 
inform future strategic planning and operational objectives. 

7. Options 
That Council notes the Melton City Council – 2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey 
Findings Report in Appendix 1 and that specific areas have been identified for further 
attention or improvement. 
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LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – 

dated July 2023. 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 

2023. 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 

2023. 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 

2023. 
 

 

Page 103 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 25 SEPTEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 

2023. 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 

2023. 
 

 

Page 109 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 25 SEPTEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 

2023. 
 

 

Page 122 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 25 SEPTEMBER 2023 
Item 12.2 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey 
Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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Appendix 1 Melton City Council –2023 Annual Community Satisfaction Survey Findings Report – dated July 
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12.3 CITY OF MELTON - REVISED COMMUNITY GRANTS PROGRAM 
Author: Jarrod Byham - Grants Delivery and Attraction Lead 

Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To seek Council endorsement of the proposed new City of Melton Community Grants Program for 
2024. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the revised community grants program for 2024. 
2. Note that all policies and procedures relating to the delivery of the grants program will be 

updated and reviewed as part of Council’s policy review process. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Vandenberg. 
That Council: 
1. Endorse the revised community grants program for 2024. 
2. Note that all policies and procedures relating to the delivery of the grants program will be 

updated and reviewed as part of Council’s policy review process.  
CARRIED 

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council’s Community Grants Program Policy and Community Grants Guidelines reached 
their review date in December 2022. Officers have been working through the review process 
over the past ten months. The review is timely and required given several issues 
experienced in implementing the existing program during 2022 and the need to ensure they 
reflect Council objectives for the provision of community funding in the future. 
An extensive review process has been undertaken including engagement with key 
stakeholders.  As a result, several key changes for the program are proposed to better 
support Council’s priority areas, significantly improve processing timeframes, and provide 
grant applicants with greater support. It is proposed that the new Grants program be 
implemented effective from January 2024. 
The revised grants program is proposed to offer year-round opportunities for community 
groups with applications assessed every two months, providing greater flexibility and 
responsiveness to the community. The new program would provide for five new grant 
categories, focused on the type of activity they support. Up to $5,000 of grant funding will be 
offered for projects under the following categories: 

• Environment & Nature – becoming a more sustainable community;  

• Festivals & Events – celebrating diversity; 
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• Sports & Hobbies – encouraging participation; 

• Healthy Living – promoting active and healthy lifestyles; and 

• The Arts – providing community engagement and experiences through the Arts 

In addition, Council will continue to support new groups and individuals via: 

• New Group Fund (up to $1,500) – establishing new groups to support our community; 

• Resident Achievement Fund – supporting our high achievers with their pursuits, with 
maximum funding now increased to $2,000 (was $750); and 

• FairGo 4 Youth Fund (up to $600) – supporting youth of lower income families to 
participate in a range of extracurricular activities. 

The status of submitted grant applications, funded project outcomes and program continuous 
improvement initiatives will be reported to Council every two months. 

2. Background/Issues 

Melton City Council provides high quality and responsive services and programs to meet 
local needs. One way in which Council achieves this is through the provision of community 
funding for projects that align with Council’s plans and objectives. 
Council’s Community Grants Program Policy and Community Grants Guidelines reached 
their review date in December 2022, and Officers have been working through the review 
process over the past ten months. The review is timely to ensure the Community Grants 
program continues to reflect Council objectives for the provision of community funding in the 
future. 
Review method and inputs 
The review process involved extensive stakeholder engagement. Direct methods of 
engagement included a workshop with Councillors, interviews with Council Officers and 
Community members, and a survey and follow up telephone conversations with various 
community groups who have experiences success and challenges with our existing grants 
program. Feedback was also obtained through feedback comments provided in online 
applications by applicants and assessors. 
Additionally, benchmarking of (similar and other) LGA grant programs has helped us to 
identify key improvement areas and opportunities. Outcomes from a May 2023 Internal Audit 
into Council’s current community grants program has also helped to support review 
recommendations.  
Review recommendations for improvement  
Community organisations, groups and local businesses make a significant contribution to the 
social, cultural, and environmental wellbeing of our local community. Council appreciates that 
at times these bodies seek partnership and or financial support from Council to enable a 
better response to local needs. 
Opportunities for improvement on the existing program include: 

• Better reflect and communicate Council’s priority areas for the community; 

• Engage with harder to reach community groups; 

• Improve accessibility for applicants; 

• Improve awareness of the grants program and recognition of positive outcomes; 

• Minimise program administrative burden; 

• Improve timeliness and responsiveness of the program; and 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 25 SEPTEMBER 2023 

Page 191 

• Streamline the process for awarding and approving grants; 

• Comply with audit recommendations relating to community funding processes. 
The proposed guidelines will open funding opportunities to a wider range of community 
groups and localities with funding to be available all year round for all grant categories. Key 
highlights of the new program include: 

• The introduction of all year-round grants with approvals on a bi-monthly basis; 

• Grant categories that focus on the type of activity supported; 

• The introduction of an Arts grants category, including individual artists; 

• Increase in funds to support citizens achieving at a high level in their pursuits; 

• Improved application forms and process, including greater focus on project outcomes 
and wider community benefit; 

• Close monitoring of program status and outcomes by Council to inform an annual 
program review. 

The program revisions will significantly reduce the time from application submission to 
communication of outcomes. There will also be a more structured method for application 
assessment, improving clarity to both applicants and assessors. 
Council’s annual World Environment Day grant program will now fall under the new 
Environment and Nature grant category and be offered year-round. There will also be 
opportunities to connect community groups with grant opportunities offered by other 
agencies, and greater focus on recognising the contribution of Council and community 
organisations delivering meaningful projects. 
Next steps include: 
1. New policy documents, guidelines and panel Terms of Reference developed and 

adopted by Council in October 2023 post review of the Council Policy Review Panel; 
2. Training and awareness of new program features and processes during November and 

December 2023. 
New grants categories open for new applications from January 2024review process involved 
extensive stakeholder engagement. Direct methods of engagement included a workshop 
with Councillors, interviews with Council Officers and Community members, and a survey 
and follow up telephone conversations with various community groups who have 
experiences success and challenges with our existing grants program. Feedback was also 
obtained through feedback comments provided in online applications by applicants and 
assessors. 
Additionally, benchmarking of (similar and other) LGA grant programs has helped us to 
identify key improvement areas and opportunities. Outcomes from a May 2023 Internal Audit 
into Council’s current community grants program has also helped to support review 
recommendations.  
Review recommendations for improvement  
Community organisations, groups and local businesses make a significant contribution to the 
social, cultural, and environmental wellbeing of our local community. Council appreciates that 
at times these bodies seek partnership and or financial support from Council to enable a 
better response to local needs. 
While Council’s current community grants program is governed by consistent guidelines, 
processes, and agreements, we have reviewed the program, identifying opportunities to: 

• Better reflect and communicate Council’s priority areas for the community; 

• Engage with harder to reach community groups; 
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• Improve accessibility for applicants; 

• Improve awareness of the grants program and recognition of positive outcomes; 

• Minimise program administrative burden; 

• Improve timeliness and responsiveness of the program; 

• Streamline the process for awarding and approving grants; and 

• Comply with audit recommendations relating to community funding processes. 

The proposed guidelines will open funding opportunities to a wider range of community 
groups and localities with funding to be available all year round for all grant categories. Key 
highlights of the new program include: 

• The introduction of all year-round grants with approvals on a bi-monthly basis; 

• Grant categories that focus on the type of activity supported; 

• The introduction of an Arts grants category, including individual artists; 

• Increase in funds to support citizens achieving at a high level in their pursuits; 

• Improved application forms and process, including greater focus on project outcomes 
and wider community benefit; 

• Close monitoring of program status and outcomes by Council to inform an annual 
program review. 

The program revisions will significantly reduce the time from application submission to 
communication of outcomes. There will also be a more structured method for application 
assessment, improving clarity to both applicants and assessors. 
Council’s annual World Environment Day grant program will now fall under the new 
Environment and Nature grant category and be offered year-round. There will also be 
opportunities to connect community groups with grant opportunities offered by other 
agencies, and greater focus on recognising the contribution of Council and community 
organisations delivering meaningful projects. 
Next steps include: 
3. New policy documents, guidelines and panel Terms of Reference developed and 

adopted by Council in October 2023; 
4. Training and awareness of new program features and processes during November and 

December 2023; 
5. New grants categories open for new applications from January 2024. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.1 A community that celebrates diversity and is inclusive of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Nil required as part of this report. Council’s commitment to the Community grants program is 
reviewed and adopted as part of Council’s annual budget process. 
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5. Consultation 
Direct methods of engagement included a workshop with Councillors, interviews with Council 
Officers and Community members, and a survey and follow up telephone conversations with 
various community groups who have experienced success and challenges with Council’s 
existing grants program. Feedback was also obtained through feedback comments provided 
in online applications by applicants and assessors. 
A detailed desktop review was conducted to assess strengths and opportunities of 
community funding programs for a wide range of neighbouring and like local government 
areas. 
Draft recommendations have been discussed with Councillors at briefings in June and 
August 2023. 

6. Risk Analysis 
The revised community grants program manages risks associated with the following 
obligations and recommendations:  

• Objectives and priority areas in Melton’s Council & Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025; 

• Recommendations from the Victorian Auditor General’s report into Fraud Control for 
Local Government Grants (2022); 

• Recommendations from Council Internal Audit Report on Community Grant 
Management (Moore, 2023); 

• Obligations under Victorian Local Government Act (2022); and 

• Objectives of Council’s Gambling Harm Prevention & Reduction Policy (2019). 

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Endorse the revised community grants program for 2024.  
2. Not endorse the revised community grants program for 2024. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil.  
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12.4 AMENDMENT C231 TO THE MELTON PLANNING SCHEME - CITY OF MELTON 
HERITAGE ASSESSMENT PROJECT 2020/21 

Author: Tunc Ozlatif - Strategic Planner 
Presenter: Matthew Milbourne - Principal Strategic Planner  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider the recommendations of the Planning Panel on Amendment C231 to the Melton 
Planning Scheme.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Adopt Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme subject to the changes 

recommended in the Planning Report as contained in Appendix 1 and detailed in   
Appendix 2.  

2. Submit Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme to the Minister for Planning for 
approval.  

Motion 
Crs Turner/Ramsey. 
That Council: 
1. Adopt Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme subject to the changes 

recommended in the Planning Report as contained in Appendix 1 and detailed in   
Appendix 2.  

2. Submit Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme to the Minister for Planning for 
approval.  

CARRIED 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Amendment C231 seeks to amend the Melton Planning Scheme to implement the 
recommendations of the City of Melton Heritage Assessment 2020/21 by Lovell Chen. This 
includes a proposal to add five places to the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay and the 
associated Heritage Overlay mapping.  
The assessment was adopted by Council at the Ordinary Council Meeting on 18 July 2022, 
where Council also resolved to seek authorisation to prepare and exhibit a Planning Scheme 
Amendment to implement the project findings.  
Amendment C231 was publicly exhibited from 10 November – 12 December 2022 and 
involved letters giving notice to affected landowners and occupiers of the affected properties, 
relevant State government bodies and agencies and prescribed Ministers.  
At the Ordinary Council Meeting of 24 April 2023, submissions were considered, and Council 
resolved to request the Minister for Planning establish an independent Planning Panel to 
consider unresolved submissions received in response to Amendment C231 in accordance 
with the Planning and Environment Act 1987. Council referred two submissions to the 
Planning Panel.  
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The Planning Panel conducted a Directions Hearing on 11 May 2023, a second Directions 
Hearing on 8 June 2023 and considered submissions at a Panel hearing from 14-15 June 
2023. The Planning Panel report was received by Council officers on 13 July 2023 
(Appendix 1).  
It is recommended that Council adopt Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme 
subject to the changes recommended by the Planning Panel in Appendix 1 and detailed in 
Appendix 2 then then submit Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme to the 
Minister for Planning for approval.  

2. Background/Issues 
Local Councils play an important role in preserving local history by carrying out heritage 
studies and permanently protecting heritage through the Planning Scheme. Under the 
Planning & Environment Act (1987) all Planning Schemes in Victoria must act to ‘conserve 
and enhance those buildings, areas or other places which are of scientific, aesthetic, 
architectural or historical interest, or otherwise of special cultural value.’  
The City of Melton Heritage Assessment Project 20/21 
‘The City of Melton Heritage Assessment Project 2020/21’ was prepared by Lovell-Chen 
Architects and Heritage Consultants (Lovell-Chen) and involved the assessment 13 places to 
determine whether they warrant protection and therefore inclusion in the Schedule to the 
Heritage Overlay (Clause 43.01) within the Melton Planning Scheme. The 13 places 
assessed were identified in the Shire of Melton Heritage Study 2007 as ‘Conservation 
Desirable’ places for further investigation.    
The assessment was consistent with the Planning and Environment Act 1987, Planning 
Policy Framework and Municipal Strategic Statement. Of the 13 places assessed, Lovell-
Chen found that five places met the threshold for local significance and should be protected 
via inclusion in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay within the Melton Planning Scheme. 
This included one precinct listing and one serial listing amongst the citations.  
The assessment was adopted by Council at its Ordinary Meeting on 18 July 2022. At this 
meeting, Council also resolved to seek authorisation to prepare and exhibit a Planning 
Scheme Amendment to implement findings of the assessment.  
Planning Scheme Amendment C231 
Amendment C231 proposes to implement the findings of the ‘City of Melton Heritage 
Assessment Project 2021/21’ by adding five places to the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay 
and associated Heritage Overlay mapping.  
The amendment applies to the following properties:  

Address Heritage Place Proposed HO 
1809-1859 Gisborne-Melton Road, Kurunjang The Oaks Homestead HO138 

Unit 1-6, Unit 8-18, 19-115 Diggers Rest-
Coimadai Road, Diggers Rest 

Diggers Rest Army 
Housing Estate 

HO139 

Minns Road Bridge over Toolern Creek, 
Kurunjang 

Minns Road Timber 
Bridge 

HO140 

115-131 Napier Street, 480-580, 726-738, 740-
794 & 796-830 Mt Aitken Road, Diggers Rest 

Soldier Settlement 
Housing 

HO141 

332 Benson Road, Toolern Vale Hillview House HO142 
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The amendment seeks to make the following changes to the Melton Planning Scheme: 

• Amend the Schedule to Clause 43.01 to include the following heritage places on a 
permanent basis as follows:  

• 1809-1859 Gisborne-Melton Road, Kurunjang.  

• Unit 1-6, Unit 8-18, 19-115 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road, Diggers Rest. 

• Minns Road Bridge over Toolern Creek, Kurunjang.  

• 115-131 Napier Street, 480-580, 726-738, 740-794, 796-830 Mt Aitken Road, 
Diggers Rest.   

• 332 Benson Road, Toolern Vale. 

• Amend Planning Scheme Maps as follows:  

• 1HO to include HO142. 

• 2HO to include HO141 and delete part of HO60. 

• 3HO to include HO138. 

• 6HO to include HO138 and HO140. 

• Amend the schedule to Clause 72.04 to incorporate the ‘Diggers Rest Army Housing 
Estate: Heritage Design Guidelines and Permit Exemptions’ and the following 
documents:  

• Statement of Significance: 115 -131 Napier Street, 480-580, 726-738, 740-794 
and 796-830 Mt Aitken Road, Diggers Rest “Mt Aitken Soldier Settlement 
Housing” June 2022. 

• Statement of Significance: Unit 1-6, Unit 8-18, 19-115 Diggers Rest-Coimadai 
Road, Diggers Rest, “Diggers Rest Army Housing Estate” June 2022. 

• Statement of Significance: 332 Benson Road, Toolern Vale “Hillview” June 2022. 

• Statement of Significance: 1809-1859 Gisborne-Melton Road, Kurunjang”, “The 
Oaks Homestead”, June 2022. 

• Statement of Significance: Bridge over Toolern Creek, Kurunjang, “Minns Road 
Timber Bridge, June 2022. 

There is an existing Heritage Overlay (HO60) that protects the Mt. Aitken Site and Ruin at 
740-794 Mt Aitken Road, Diggers Rest. This is a heritage place that includes a semi-ruinous 
stone building and the archaeological remains of former structures including walls, tracks, 
and gardens.  
The existing Heritage Overlay (HO60 – Mt Aitken Site and Ruin) currently applies to the 
whole property rather than the specific areas which have been identified as having 
archaeological potential. The Soldier Settlement Housing Serial Listing that is being 
proposed through this amendment includes the house at 740-794 Mt Aitken Road, Diggers 
Rest, and an area around the house of 10 metres, in the southern section of the property.  
The amendment proposes to delete a portion of the existing Heritage Overlay (HO60) to 
allow for the soldier settlement house and a 10 metre curtilage to allow the house to be 
included in a new Heritage Overlay (HO141 – Mt Aitken Solider Settlement Housing). The 
existing Heritage Overlay (HO60 – Mt Aitken Site and Ruin) will be retained across the 
remainder of the property and there will be two distinct statements of significance which will 
explain the different values of each Heritage Overlay area. The property will be subject to 
controls from both the existing Heritage Overlay (HO60 – Mt Aitken Site and Ruin) and a new 
Heritage Overlay (HO141 – Mt Aitken Solider Settlement Housing).  
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Planning Panel  
On 2 May 2023, Planning Panels Victoria appointed a one-person Planning Panel to hear 
and consider submissions received for Amendment C231. Council received two submissions 
and referred both to the Panel.  
The Planning Panel conducted two Directions Hearings on 11 May 2023 and 8 June 2023 
and considered submissions at a hearing from 14-15 June 2023. Both Directions Hearings 
were conducted using the video conferencing platform, Microsoft Teams and the Panel was 
conducted online via Zoom.   
In response to the submissions received and consultation with submitters, Council Officers 
introduced Prohibited Uses to the Panel, which is a provision that Council has applied to 
most heritage places in green wedge areas that allows landowners greater flexibility on the 
types of uses that may be permitted on the land than the Melton Planning Scheme may 
otherwise allow. This is a common practice across the state to incentivise the heritage 
conservation of places within the Heritage Overlay. The revisions were sent to all submitters 
prior to the Planning Panel for information and comment.  
Two submitters requested to be heard at the Panel, however one of the submitters withdrew 
their request to be heard prior to the Panel, noting they wanted their submission to be taken 
as read.  
Planning Panel Report  
The Planning Panel issued its report to Council on 13 July 2023 (Appendix 1). 
The Planning Panel has recommended that four of the five places identified for heritage 
protection should be added to the Heritage Overlay: 

• HO138 – The Oaks Homestead at 1809-1859 Gisborne-Melton Road, Kurunjang. 

• HO139 – Diggers Rest Army Housing Estate at 19-115 Diggers Rest- Coimadai Road, 
Diggers Rest. 

• HO140 – Minns Road Bridge over Toolern Creek, Kurunjang. 

• HO142 – Hillview House at 332 Benson Road, Toolern Vale. 
The Planning Panel recommended some minor changes to the heritage listing for the 
Diggers Rest Army Housing Estate (proposed HO139): 

• The Heritage Overlay Schedule should be amended to: 

• Replace the address of the land to 19-115 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road. 

• Replace ‘no’ with ‘yes’ in the ‘prohibited uses permitted’ column. 

• Amend the incorporated plan Diggers Rest Army Housing Estate Heritage Design 
Guidelines and Permit Exemptions. 

• Amend the Heritage Overlay mapping for HO139 (Diggers Rest Army Housing Estate). 
The Planning Panel has recommended the following heritage place should not be included in 
the Heritage Overlay: 

• HO141 – Mt Aitken Soldier Settlement Housing at 115-131 Napier Street, 480-580, 
726-738, 740-794 and 796-830 Mt Aitken Road, Diggers Rest. 

The Planning Panel does not support the application of the Heritage Overlay to the Soldier 
Settlement houses as they have advised that ‘the Soldier Settlement Scheme only played a 
minor role in the break-up of pastoral estates in the City of Melton and is therefore not 
historically important to the City of Melton’. 
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The Planning Panel also made the following comments about HO141 (Mt Aitken Soldier 
Settlement Housing): 

• The most important period in the break-up of pastoral estates in Melton was early in 
the twentieth century. 

• The Mount Aitken Estate Soldier Settlement Housing is the only example of post-World 
War Two Soldier Settlement Scheme development in Melton.  

• The comparative analysis prepared for the Mount Aitken Estate Soldier Settlement 
Housing is inadequate and does not demonstrate the buildings are important examples 
of post-World War Two Soldier Settlement housing in Melton. 

• The building at 740-794 Mount Aitken Road, Diggers Rest is not sufficiently intact or of 
sufficient integrity to justify the Heritage Overlay. 

• While in very poor condition, demolition of the building at 796-830 Mount Aitken Road 
is not an inevitable outcome, and condition of building is not a determinative 
consideration to whether it should be included in the Heritage Overlay. 

• Applying the Heritage Overlay to the Mount Aitken Estate Post-World War Two Soldier 
Settlement Housing is not strategically justified. 

Council officers accept the findings of the Planning Panel and recommend that Council adopt 
Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme subject to changes recommended by the 
Planning Panel in Appendix 1. 
It is recommended that Council adopt Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme 
subject to changes recommended by the Planning Panel in Appendix 1 and detailed in 
Appendix 2, and then submit Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme to the 
Minister for Planning for approval. 
Proposed HO142 – Hillview House 
Following the receipt of the planning panel report the landowner of Hillview House at 332 
Benson Road, Toolern Vale (proposed HO142) contacted our lawyers (Harwood Andrews) to 
let them know that they had not received notification of the amendment, which was exhibited 
in November – December 2022. 
It is noted that Council sent notice of the amendment by registered post, and a receipt of 
delivery was provided to Council. 
Council officers sought legal advice from Harwood Andrews who recommended that the 
landowner should be provided with an opportunity for their submission to be considered by 
Council before making a decision on whether Council will continue to seek to apply HO142 
(Hillview House) to the property at 332 Benson Road, Toolern Vale. 
The landowner was given two weeks to make a submission on why their property should be 
excluded from the Heritage Overlay.  No submission has been received from the landowner. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
2. A vibrant and healthy natural and built environment 

2.3 A City growing and developing sustainably. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The preparation of the City of Melton Heritage Assessment Project 2020/21 was 
approximately $49,000 excluding Goods and Services Tax (GST) and included Council 
officer time and resources to prepare.  
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Council is required to pay statutory fees associated with the amendment process and 
Council officer time and resources were involved throughout the amendment process.  
Council also incurred costs for the fee payable to Planning Panels Victoria for the 
independent Planning Panel of $17,000. Other fees associated with the Planning Panel 
process include Council’s legal representation and Council’s expert witness (Lovell Chen).  
The costs associated with Planning Scheme Amendments are covered by the recurrent 
budget of City Design and Strategy except for Council’s legal representation which is 
covered by the recurrent budget of Legal and Governance.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Public Exhibition  
Amendment C231 was exhibited from 10 November – 12 December 2022 and involved 
letters giving notice to affected landowners and occupiers of the affected properties, relevant 
State government bodies and agencies and prescribed Ministers. The amendment ordinance 
and documentation were also provided.  
Notices were also placed:  

• In the local newspaper, the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly and Brimbank and 
Northwest Star Weekly.  

• In the Government Gazette.  

• On the Department of Transport and Planning’s website.  

• On Council’s website.  
Submissions and Planning Panel  
A total of two submissions were received in response to the amendment, both objecting the 
amendment. At the Ordinary Council Meeting 24 April 2023, Council resolved to refer both 
submissions to an Independent Planning Panel.  
Prior to the Planning Panel, Council officers contacted submitters who sought clarification on 
issues and the process going forward and where possible, endeavoured to resolve issues 
prior to a Planning Panel.  
As outlined earlier, Council has received a request to make a late submission from the 
landowner of Hillview House at 332 Benson Road, Toolern Vale (proposed HO142 – Hillview 
House).  Despite making a request, the landowner did not make a submission on why their 
property should be excluded from the Heritage Overlay. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Should Council choose to abandon the amendment, it would prevent the protection of 
significant heritage places from risk of demolition. Council would not meet its obligations 
under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 regarding the conservation and enhancement 
of heritage places and the objectives and strategies of the Planning Policy Framework and 
Municipal Strategic Statement within the Melton Planning Scheme.  
Furthermore, abandoning the amendment would undermine the Council adopted ‘Shire of 
Melton Heritage Study 2007, ‘City of Melton Heritage Strategy 2017-2021’, ‘City of Melton 
Heritage Assessment Project 2020/21’, and the amendment process including the Panel 
Hearing undertaken to date.  
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7. Options 
Council can resolve to either:  
1. Adopt Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme subject to the changes 

recommended in the Panel Report as contained in Appendix 1 and detailed in 
Appendix 2 and submit the Amendment to the Minister for Planning for approval; or 

2. Abandon Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme.  

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Amendment C231 to the Melton Planning Scheme Panel Report, Planning Panels 

Victoria, 13 July 2023 
2.  Amendment C231 Documents to be Adopted, Melton City Council, undated 
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12.5 AINTREE (ROCKBANK NORTH) MAJOR TOWN CENTRE URBAN DESIGN 
FRAMEWORK 

Author: Matthew Milbourne - Principal Strategic Planner  
Presenter: Matthew Milbourne - Principal Strategic Planner  

 
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To inform Council on the progress of the draft Aintree (Rockbank North) Major Town Centre Urban 
Design Framework and for Council to note the planned consultation activities scheduled for 
October 2023. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the planned stakeholder consultation activities for the draft Aintree (Rockbank 
North) Major Town Centre Urban Design Framework which is scheduled to occur in October 2023. 
Motion 
Crs Kesic/Farrugia. 
That Council note the planned stakeholder consultation activities for the draft Aintree (Rockbank 
North) Major Town Centre Urban Design Framework which is scheduled to occur in October 2023.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Council has appointed UrbanFold and Echelon Planning to prepare an Urban Design 
Framework for the Aintree (Rockbank North) Major Town Centre. 
An Urban Design Framework (UDF) is required to be prepared for the major town centre as 
per the Rockbank North Precinct Structure Plan and accompanying Urban Growth Zone 
Schedule 4 in the Melton Planning Scheme before development can commence. 
UrbanFold on behalf of Council have prepared a draft UDF for the Aintree (Rockbank North) 
Major Town Centre, which is proposed for stakeholder consultation in October 2023. 
This report provides information on the draft UDF and the planned stakeholder consultation 
on the draft UDF for Council’s consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Rockbank North Precinct Structure Plan (PSP) was gazetted into the Melton Planning 
Scheme in 2012. The Rockbank North PSP covers the land now identified as the suburb of 
Aintree, which is being developed as the Woodlea residential estate. 
A major town centre is located within the Rockbank North PSP. The PSP and accompanying 
Urban Growth Zone Schedule 4 in the Melton Planning Scheme requires an Urban Design 
Framework (UDF) to be prepared before development can commence in the major town 
centre. 
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The UDF must be approved by the Responsible Authority and meet the requirements set out 
in the PSP. 
In 2021 Council appointed UrbanFold and Echelon Planning to prepare the Aintree 
(Rockbank North) Major Town Centre Urban Design Framework. 
The UDF is being prepared in four stages: 

• Stage 1 – Project Management Plan 

• Stage 2 – Background Report 

• Stage 3 – Draft Urban Design Framework 

• Stage 4 – Final Urban Design Framework 
What is an Urban Design Framework?  
A UDF is a planning and design document that sets out a vision for an area and guides its 
land use and development over time through urban design principles, objectives, and 
requirements and guidelines.  
The UDF provides guidance for Council to oversee the development of a cohesive town 
centre, coordinating the activities of multiple of different landowners. UDFs provide on land 
use, movement and access, public realm and landscape design, built form, interfaces, and 
sustainability measures to ensure future development responds appropriately to the local 
environment. 
Developers need to demonstrate to Council that they are meeting the PSP requirements and 
the UDF when they submit planning permit applications to use or develop land within the 
major town centre. UDFs ensure Council has a planning tool to guide high quality urban 
design and assess relevant planning applications. 
Background and Technical Reports 
A background report was prepared to inform the development of the draft UDF. The 
background report (Appendix 1) considers specific issues and constraints to the MTC and 
provides a summary of four technical reports that were prepared to provide guidance on the 
following matters: 

• Drainage and flooding. 

• Retail and commercial floorspace. 

• Traffic modelling. 

• Traffic matters. 

Council has recently finished stakeholder consultation on the background report and the 
technical reports with targeted stakeholders. Council received two submissions from the 
developer Woodlea and Greater Western Water and were able to resolve the matters raised 
in their submissions. 
The background report and technical reports will be available to view for information only 
when the draft UDF is on consultation. 
Aintree (Rockbank North) Major Town Centre Urban Design Framework 
The Aintree Major Town Centre covers approximately 50 hectares (Ha) of land and will 
include retail, commercial and community facilities that will provide residents with local 
employment opportunities and easy access to a range of facilities and services. 
This is being planned to have a positive point of difference to other recently developed town 
centres and deliver a greater density and choice of housing than typically located within 
growth area town centres.  
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UrbanFold have finalised the draft UDF, which is scheduled to be released for landowner, 
community and stakeholder consultation in October 2023. A copy of the draft Urban 
Structure Plan from the draft UDF can be found at Appendix 2.   
The draft Urban Structure Plan shows the following land uses within the major town centre: 

• A retail core of up to 55,600 square metres (sqm) of floorspace, including 15,600sqm 
of bulky goods located to the west of the retail core on Leakes Road.  

• This is larger than the 36,500 soft cap, which was put in place at time when population 
forecasts were lower than what is now planned. The additional retail floorspace is 
justified on the basis of a forecast retail catchment population of 60,000 within the 
Rockbank North, Melton East and Warrensbrook PSPs. 

• Office and commercial uses. 

• High density residential areas to the east and south of the retail core. 

• Three town squares and urban plazas. 

• Two civic / community precincts (one is 0.6 Ha in size next to the retail core, and one is 
1.4 Ha in size next to the Kororoit Creek). 

• Options for the early delivery of a library. 

• Two local parks. 

• An area subject to flooding that may be permitted to be developed for bulky goods 
retailing and residential uses subject to further investigation with Melbourne Water. 

The draft UDF allows flexible development to occur on the two hectares of land identified for 
civic / community uses.  The civic / community land is identified in the Rockbank North 
Development Contributions Plan and will be provided to Council when the major town centre 
is developed.  The civic / community use land can be used by Council to deliver civic / 
community services as required, possible uses may include library services, early childhood 
services, youth services, aged and disability services, arts and cultural services, and / or 
community meeting space. 
The draft UDF document can be found at Appendix 3. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.1 A City of 20-minute neighbourhoods. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations for the consultation stage of this project.  UrbanFold’s 
participation is included in their contract and Council will prepare the consultation material in 
house which will be sent to landowners and stakeholders.  Council’s mail service will be used 
to distribute letters, brochure and Frequently Asked Question sheet. 
Council has received funding of $150,000 towards the development of the UDF through the 
Victorian Planning Authority’s Streamlining for Growth program. 
In addition to the above funding that has been spent on this project, Council has spent 
approximately $125,000 to date and we scheduled to spend a further 25,500 to complete the 
project.  
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The draft UDF is scheduled to be released for stakeholder consultation in October 2023.  
Stakeholders will include landowners and occupiers within the major town centre, 
surrounding residents and landowners, relevant State government agencies, and the wider 
community. 
Consultation on the draft UDF will include: 

• Letters to the landowners and occupiers located within and directly surrounding the 
major town centre. 

• Letters to stakeholders such as State government departments and agencies. 

• A community drop-in session or similar facilitated by UrbanFold. 

• Social media posts. 

• Newspaper advertisements. 

• Melton City Council website and Melton Conversations platform.  

• Preparation of Frequently Asked Question material. 

We note from past consultations on other UDFs that residents are primarily interested in the 
timing and specific retail offerings. Our FAQ’s will be tailored to anticipate and respond to 
these likely questions.  
Consultation is planned to occur in October 2023 for four weeks, which is considered an 
appropriate length of time to engage with stakeholders. Council officers will work with the 
Woodlea developers to advertise the consultation to existing Aintree community. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Not applicable. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to note the planned stakeholder consultation for the draft Aintree 
(Rockbank North) Major Town Centre Urban Design Framework which is planned to occur in 
October 2023.  

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Aintree Major Town Centre Background Report, City of Melton, August 2023 
2.  Draft Urban Structure Plan - Aintree Major Town Centre Urban Design Framework, 

Undated 
3.  Draft Aintree Major Town Centre -Urban Design Framework August 2023 
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Matthew Milbourne departed the meeting at 7.42pm. 

12.6 PLANNING APPLICATION PA 2022/8164 - USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
LAND FOR THE PURPOSE OF A PLACE OF WORSHIP, AND THE REMOVAL OF 
NATIVE VEGETATION AT 743-747 FERRIS ROAD, STRATHTULLOH 

Author: Cam Luong - Senior Development Planner 
Presenter: Blake Angus - Manager, City Growth and Development  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider and determine the above planning application. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a Permit subject to the grounds outlined 
in Appendix 6 of this report. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Kesic. 
That Item 12.6 PA 2022/8164 - Use and development of the land for the purpose of a Place of 
Worship, and the removal of native vegetation at 743-747 Ferris Road, Strathtulloh, is deferred 
until the next meeting of Council for further clarification on a number of planning matters.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Background 
Executive Summary 

Applicant: Mr Guacho Gasha 

Proposal: Use and development of the land for a Place of Worship, and 
the removal of native vegetation 

Existing Land Use: Existing dwelling and outbuildings. 

Zone: Green Wedge Zone (Schedule 1) 

Overlays: None 

Permit triggers: Green Wedge Zone (Clause 35.04–1) - A permit is required for 
the use of the land for a Place of Worship. 
Green Wedge Zone (Clause 35.04–5) - A permit is required to 
undertake building or works associated with a Place of 
Worship. 
Native Vegetation (Clause 52.17–1) - A permit is required to 
remove native vegetation. 

Number of Objections: 79 

Number of 
Submissions: 

194 Submissions in support 
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Key Planning Issues: Suitability of the use in rural residential areas. 
Consistency with the purposes of the Green Wedge Zone 
Consistency with State and local planning policies 
Rural road network, traffic concerns, and amenity impacts 

Recommendation: Refusal of application 

This report has been prepared for Council consideration, given, that more than five 
objections were received during the public notification process. 

The Land and Surrounding Area 
The subject site has an area of 2 hectares and is located on the eastern side of Ferris Road, 
Strathtulloh. Other features of the site are as follows: 

• The site is regular in shape 
• The site is currently occupied by a single storey, brick veneer dwelling with a hipped 

roof profile.  
• The site features a large colourbond shed located to the south-east of the dwelling with 

the remainder of the site featuring small sheds and pasture/grasses (including native 
grasses). 

• The site is accessed from a rural crossover that is generally constructed of crush rock. 
The surrounding area can be characterised as a rural residential area with lots that are 
generally around 2 hectares in area. Boundary fencing within the Strathtulloh Estate is 
generally constructed of post and wire. Windrow planting along boundary lines is common 
throughout the Estate. The land surrounding the subject site is used for rural purposes 
including farming/hobby farming.  
Refer to Appendix 1 for a Locality Plan. 
Refer to Appendix 2 for Site Photos. 

The Application 
The application seeks approval for the use and development of the land for the purpose of a 
Place of Worship, and the removal of native vegetation. The proposed development is 
summarised as follows: 

• Use and extension of the existing shed as a Place of Worship. The shed will be 
extended from 295sqm to 607sqm to accommodate the use. 

• The building would be setback 10.2 metres from the southern property, and 71.3 
metres from the Ferris Road frontage. 

• Extensive modification of the existing shed; including: 

• Extension to provide a new foyer. 
• Two shoe storerooms. 
• Erection of 3 new domes on top of the building. 
• The overall height of the building is 4.9 metres, however, the larger dome will be 

above the building line and measures  6.6 metres in height. 
• Metal cladding replaced with render and brick veneer finishes. 
• Inclusion of a change room and communion preparation room. 
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• The hours of operation: 

• Sunday Services (6.00AM to 2.00PM). The applicant has indicated that 
Congregants begin to arrive from 8 am onwards. The service concludes around 
10:30 am, with congregants leaving the premises by 12 pm at the latest. 

• Saturday Services: 
• Second week of October (1:00AM to 1:00PM). 
• First week of January (1:00AM to 1:00PM). 
• Fourth week of August (1:00AM to 1:00PM). 

• Once a month service on the 13th day and 31st day (6:00AM to 2:30PM). 
• Holy Week (8:00AM to 4:00PM, Monday to Thursday). It should be noted that 

Holy Week changes year-to-year depending on the Coptic Calendar, however, it 
is generally between late March to early April. 

• Good Friday (6:00AM to 6:00PM). 
• Easter Saturday (6:00AM to 3:00AM). The mass service begins at 12:00AM and 

ends at 2:00AM. 
• Orthodox Christmas Eve (6:00PM to 3:00AM). The mass service begins at 

12:00AM and ends at 2:00AM. 
• The applicant has further outlined that late services or overnight gatherings typically 

involve five to ten congregants, priests, and two deacons, considering the preparation 
hours.  

• The applicant has indicated that there would be a maximum of 50 patrons at any given 
time. The applicant has indicated the average number of patrons to be 25 during 
prayer services. 

• An all-weather car parking area for up to 30 vehicles would be constructed to the north 
of the church building. 

• A new dedicated toilet block/building measuring 8 metres x 4.4 metres would be 
constructed to the west of the main building. The toilet block would have colourbond 
roof and rendered finishes. The applicant has reached out to Greater Western Water to 
explore options for connecting to the adjoining sewerage system which is 100 metres 
away.  

• The applicant has outlined that funerals or weddings services are attended solely by 
immediate family members, totalling about five to ten people, accompanied by the 
priest. These ceremonies are conducted quietly and swiftly, serving as a blessing for 
the deceased or to bless the union. 

• The applicant has indicated that the church will not have any exterior lighting fixtures, 
and any internal lighting will be contained within the building. The applicant has also 
advised that curtains or roller shutters will be installed on the windows of the building, 
ensuring they are closed during night time services to prevent light from escaping the 
building. 

• The applicant has also outlined that fluorescent reflective road parking cones will be 
placed during the evening and at night so that they can safely exit the car park. 

• The applicant has indicated that no external sound amplification equipment or 
loudspeakers used for purpose of announcement, broadcast, playing of music or 
similar purpose. 

• Approval is also required for the removal of native vegetation (grasses) on the land. 
However, there are no ‘patches’ of native vegetation or ‘scattered trees’ as defined by 
the Guidelines (DELWP 2017). Therefore, native vegetation offsets are not required. 
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Refer to Appendix 3 for plans of the proposal. 
Planning Controls 

Zone (Clause 35.04 – Green 
Wedge Zone (Schedule 
1)) 

A permit is required for the use and 
development of the land for a place of 
worship. 

Particular 
Provisions 

(Clause 52.06 – Car 
Parking) 

The provision requires 0.3 car parking 
spaces per patron. 
Based on the provision a total of 15 car 
parking spaces would be required. 
The proposal complies with the 
requirement. 

 (Clause 52.17 – Native 
Vegetation) 

A permit is required to remove native 
vegetation. 

A full assessment of the proposal against the relevant planning policies is included in 
Appendix 4. 

Is the land affected by a Restrictive Covenant? 
The land is affected by a Restrictive Covenant. 
The covenant requires dwellings to be greater than 160 square metres in area, that pre-
existing dwellings cannot be moved to the land, and that dwellings need to have non-
reflective roofs, and have external finishes that are at least 75% masonry materials.  
It should be noted that the restrictions are only applicable to dwellings. Therefore, the 
proposal does not breach any conditions of the Covenant. 

Is the land of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity? 
The land is not considered to be of aboriginal cultural heritage sensitivity under the 
Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 2018. 

2. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City: A City where growth and development 

occur in a strategic, fair and sustainable way. 
3.2  Health and Community Services are accessible locally. 

3.2.1  Advocate for and facilitate for the provision of health and community facilities to 
be within close proximity and safe access to public transport. 

3. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with the application. 

4. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Public notification of the application 
The application was subject to notification. The notification was satisfactorily completed, and 
79 objections were received. Council also received 194 submissions in support of the 
proposal.  
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The grounds of objection may be summarised as follows: 

• Increased noise, traffic and safety concerns. 
• The building is not sympathetic to the surrounding area. 
• The proposal is detrimental to the rural residential amenity of the area (lifestyle, peace 

and quiet, livestock, etc.). 
• The local streets are not suitable for the proposal (60km speed limit, no line marking, 

no kerb and channel, no footpaths, limited lighting). 
• The late hours of operation on special days will have an impact on surrounding 

residents. 
• The number of people attending will be more than 50 persons and likely to expand in 

the future. 
• The proposal would decrease property values. 
A response to the objections is provided in Appendix 4. 
Referral of the application 
The application was referred to several Council Departments for comment and advice.  
Council’s Strategic Planners are opposed to the proposal. They have outlined that Council’s 
previous submission to DELWP in relation to Green Wedge planning reforms identified the 
need to discourage discretionary uses such as schools and places of worship in non-urban 
areas. In addition, they have outlined that from experience, these types of uses gradually 
expand over time, and this should be taken into consideration. 
Council’s Urban Designers are opposed to the proposal. They have outlined the need to 
consider the visual impact of the proposal on the immediate area, and the need to consider 
potential views of the building from adjoining streets and properties. 
Council’s Health Services Department has not raised issues in relation proposal and have 
provided conditions. Importantly, they have outlined that the proposal must be connected to 
reticulated sewerage. 
Council’s Engineers Department have not raised any concerns with the proposal and have 
provided conditions. 
Council’s Environmental Services Department have not raised any concerns with the 
proposal and has provided conditions. 
The referral responses from Council’s Strategic Planning and Urban Design Officers highlight 
that the proposal is inconsistent with the area from a land use and development perspective. 
These are fundamental planning concerns which cannot be simply addressed through 
conditional requirements on permit. 

5. Issues 
Planning Assessment 
The subject site is located outside the Urban Growth Boundary and a significant distance 
from any existing community services/facilities, activity centres, and infrastructure (including 
public transport). The closest arterial roads are Mount Cottrell Road and Griegs Road, which 
are approximately 1.5km to the east and south (respectively) of the subject land. There are 
no public transport services within walking distance (1km) of the subject site. The subject site 
is not seen as a suitable location for non-residential uses that are more suitable within urban 
areas (including industrial areas). 
The proposed use of the land for the purposes of a Place of Worship is inconsistent with the 
relevant provisions of the Melton Planning Scheme in terms of the purpose of the Green 
Wedge Zone, and the relevant Planning Policies, which are designed to encourage and 
support agriculture and sustainable farming activities and rural residential land use.  
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Fundamentally, the site is considered poorly located to accommodate the proposed use 
which has the potential to regularly accommodate a significant number of people and 
resultant traffic and car parking.  The subject site is accessed from a rural street (road 
pavement width of 6 metres, no kerb and channel, no footpaths, and lighting only at road 
intersections), and it is located at the very end of an existing low density rural residential 
estate (Strathtulloh Estate). 
The Strathtulloh Estate is a rural residential area, whereby lots are generally around 2 
hectares in area. The lots within the estate are generally used for residential purposes, with 
some lots also being used to graze livestock. A quite significant number of the lots also have 
very large agricultural-sized sheds. In some cases, these sheds have been used by the 
occupants of the dwellings to run their home occupations (i.e., storing their work vehicles, 
etc.). 
The main planning issue in relation to the proposal is the site context. Council refused an 
application for a Place of Worship at 3 Buckle Road, Kurunjang due to similar issues relating 
to the site context. The proposal was for the “Use and development of the land for the 
purpose of a Place of Worship with associated car parking and landscaping”. The application 
was refused by Council, and an appeal was lodged by the applicant at VCAT. VCAT 
ultimately affirmed Council’s decision and decided that no permit be issued. As part of the 
VCAT decision in McKenzie v Melton SC & Ors [2013] VCAT 1188 (9 July 2013), Senior 
Member Tonia Komesaroff outlined the following shortcomings with the site: 

“The level of infrastructure is a rudimentary: absence of reticulated sewer, absence of 
kerb and channel, absence of footpaths, no through roads, no convenient access to 
public transport, no ‘main road’ frontage, no street lighting all of which would otherwise 
be conducive to more intensive activities such as place of assembly.” 

Furthermore, she highlighted that more intensive activities such as a place of assembly 
should not be in: 

“…tucked away residential community a level of activity not otherwise experienced or 
anticipated and often during hours when they currently experience the opposite.” 

The subject land exhibits many of the poor locational factors outlined above by the Tribunal 
Member. 
Off-site amenity impacts  
Most of the surrounding residents have expressed concern regarding the adequacy of the 
surrounding local roads to handle the increased traffic likely to be generated by the proposal. 
 Concerns have also been expressed about the associated noise and safety issues by the 
increased amount of traffic associated with the proposed use.   
The concerns raised by residents in the Strathtulloh Estate are valid, given, the substantial 
increases in non-local traffic that the current residents do not currently experience. 
Furthermore, the increase in non-local traffic also presents safety concerns to pedestrians 
and cyclists, given, that there are no footpaths and street lighting is limited along this section 
of Ferris Road.  
It should be noted that all adjoining owners and occupiers have objected to the proposal. 
Collectively they have also expressed concerns in relation to the appearance of the building, 
proximity of the building to their residences, and noise from congregants. The concerns 
raised are valid, given, that the existing building would be completely re-developed, 
substantially increased in size, highly visible from Ferris Road and will no longer resemble 
the type of agricultural shed common throughout the Strathtulloh Estate. This would have an 
adverse impact on the visual amenity and rural character of the immediate surrounding area. 
In addition, the adjoining landowners will experience noises when congregants are outside of 
the main church building and may experience noise coming from the main church building 
(even after the building is acoustically treated as per the applicant’s suggestion). No details 
of acoustic treatments have been provided with the application. 
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Green Wedge Zone 
The purpose of the Green Wedge Zone includes: 

• To implement the Municipal Planning Strategy and the Planning Policy Framework. 

• To provide for the use of land for agriculture. 

• To recognise, protect and conserve green wedge land for its agricultural, 
environmental, historic, landscape, recreational and tourism opportunities, and mineral 
and stone resources. 

• To encourage use and development that is consistent with sustainable land 
management practices. 

• To encourage sustainable farming activities and provide opportunity for a variety of 
productive agricultural uses. 

• To protect, conserve and enhance the cultural heritage significance and the character 
of open rural and scenic non-urban landscapes. 

• To protect and enhance the biodiversity of the area. 

The proposal does not complement the intended purposes of the Green Wedge Zone 
outlined above, and does not appropriately respond to the Decision Guidelines under Clause 
65 of the Melton Planning Scheme which outline the need to consider whether the site is 
suitable for the use or development and the compatibility of the proposal with adjoining land 
uses. The surrounding area can be generally characterised as a rural lifestyle area. As part 
of the VCAT decision in Menheere v Casey CC [2020] VCAT 787, Member Tracey Bilston-
McGillen outlined that residents within rural lifestyle areas have higher expectations of 
residential amenity. She outlined that “…Whilst I agree with the permit applicant that the 
same level of residential amenity may not be reasonable, in some ways, there is a higher 
expectation of ‘quiet’ other than farming equipment due to the large lots and limited urban 
uses.” 
While the planning scheme does enable some non-residential type uses to be located within 
green wedge areas, this must be balanced against the proposed use and potential amenity 
effects on surrounding residents. Further, based on the principles outlined in the above 
VCAT case, the proposal is not considered to be appropriate due to the lack of direct access 
to a higher-order road, the rudimentary nature of local road infrastructure, the absence of 
public transport within walking distance, and its potential impact on the residential amenity of 
neighbouring residents. In addition, whilst the applicant has indicated that the land can 
potentially be connected to reticulated sewerage (as per the requirement of Council’s Health 
Services Department) no additional information has been supplied in terms of the feasibility 
nor costs. 

Planning policies 
The relevant planning policies include: 

• Clause 02.03-1 – Non-urban land 
• Clause 11.01-1R – Green wedges - Metropolitan Melbourne 
• Clause 11.01-1L-01 - Non-urban land 
• Clause 12.05-2L – Rural landscape character 
In summary, the policies collectively seek to protect the green wedges from inappropriate 
development; support development that provides for environmental, economic and social 
benefits; to reduce land use conflict between the Green Wedge Areas and urban and rural 
communities; to ensure consideration is given to the rural landscape character when 
assessing applications to develop land, and to discourage land uses that would be better 
located within the Urban Growth Boundary. 

http://www8.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/cases/vic/VCAT/2020/787.html
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The proposal is considered to be inconsistent with the intent of these policies, which views 
the encroachment on urban uses as a planning challenge in Green Wedge areas, and seeks 
to discourage these types of uses that would be better located within the Urban Growth 
Boundary. The proposed use is also viewed as a conflicting land use, given, that it is likely to 
produce a significant amount of non-local traffic that the local residential (rural) community 
would not normally experience. The proposed church building is also deemed to be 
inconsistent with rural character of the surrounding area in terms of its size, built form and 
appearance as it will be highly visible from Ferris Road and adjoining properties. 
Native Vegetation Removal 
The purpose of the provision is to ensure that there is no net loss to biodiversity as a result of 
the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation. This is achieved by applying the 
following three-step approach (avoid, minimise, and offset) in accordance with the Guidelines 
for the removal, destruction or lopping of native vegetation (Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning, 2017) (the Guidelines). 
The proposal technically requires planning permit approval for the removal of native 
vegetation, however, the quality and extent of native vegetation to be removed is 
insignificant. The extent of native vegetation (grasses) to be removed does not trigger offset 
requirements based on the Flora and Fauna Assessment (prepared by Wildlife & Ecology, 19 
March 2023). 

6. Options 
Council can either support the application by issuing a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit 
or not support the proposal by issuing a Notice of Refusal. 

7. Conclusion 
The application has been assessed against the Planning Policy Framework, Zone provisions, 
Particular provisions, and Clause 65 of the Melton Planning Scheme. 
It is considered that the proposal generally does not comply with the relevant requirements of 
the Planning Scheme. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the application be refused as outlined in Appendix 6. 
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12.7 PROPOSED DATE CHANGE JANUARY CITIZENSHIP CEREMONY 
Author: Megan Kruger - Head of Governance  

Presenter: Megan Kruger - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
For Council to consider changing the date it hosts its Citizenship Ceremony in January.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council changes the date it hosts its January Citizenship Ceremony from 26 January, and 
instead holds a Citizenship Ceremony within 3 days either side of 26 January as required by the 
Australian Citizenship Ceremonies Code.  
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Turner. 
That Council continues to hold a combined Australia Day Event and Citizenship Ceremony at 
Cobblebank Stadium for up to 400 people on 26 January for the next two years.  

CARRIED 
Cr Kesic called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Ramsey, Shannon and Turner 
Against: 
Cr Vandenberg 
Abstained: 
Cr Abboushi 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The purpose of this Report is to seek Council approval to change the date it hosts its 
Citizenship Ceremony in January from 26 January to a day within 3 days either side of 26 
January as required by the Australian Citizenship Ceremonies Code. 

2. Background/Issues 
On Australia Day each year Council holds an Australia Day Event, including a Citizenship 
Ceremony, at the Willows in Melton.  
The Australian Citizenship Ceremonies Code (the “Code”) follows the Australian Citizenship 
Act 2007 (the “Citizenship Act”) and sets out the legal and other requirements for conducting 
citizenship ceremonies as well as the roles and responsibilities for those involved in 
citizenship ceremonies. On 16 December 2022 a change to the Code was announced 
allowing councils to hold citizenship ceremonies on 26 January, or within 3 days before or 
after the 26 January.  
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On the 16 December 2022 there was a change announced to the Code as follows:  
The Australian Government has announced an update to the Australian Citizenship 
Ceremonies Code, removing red tape to allow councils to hold Australia Day 
citizenship ceremonies on or around Australia’s national day. 
The Australian Citizenship Ceremonies Code sets out the requirements for conducting 
citizenship ceremonies in accordance with the Australian Citizenship Act 2007 (Cth). 
Prior to this update, councils were required to hold a citizenship ceremony on Australia 
Day; they will now be able to hold it on 26 January, or on the three days before and 
after. 

No changes were suggested to the 2023 Australia Day Citizenship Ceremony in the City of 
Melton given the late notice of the Federal Government’s decision, and the commencement 
of detailed planning for the 2023 Ceremony. 
The Major Events Service Review was undertaken as a key action in Council’s Council 
Annual Action Plan 2022/2023. The objective was to evaluate the effectiveness and impact 
of major events organised by Council, with a focus on optimising resources, enhancing 
community engagement, and ensuring successful event execution. This Review was 
completed in June 2023.  
This Review found that Council’s Australia Day event is 313% more expensive per attendee 
than the average of all other events, and that the format of this event should be reviewed to 
ensure value for money for the community in providing major events for the community in the 
future.  
A significant amount of the costs for Council’s Australia Day event relates to hosting a 
Citizenship Ceremony on that day:  

 Event Cost Number of 
Conferees 

Cost Per Head Facility 
Capacity for 
seated guest 

Citizenship Ceremony 
Australia Day at Willows  

$59,000 200 $118 200 per 
ceremony (in 

shaded areas) 

Citizenship Ceremony at 
Cobblebank on a non-
Public Holiday 

$11,400 400 per 
ceremony 

$14 400 per 
ceremony 

In comparison the cost to provide the Djerriwarrh Festival per attendee is $9.80.  
The approximate cost for hosting an Australia Day Event on 26 January without the 
Citizenship Ceremony Component is approximately $7,500. Officers will continue to explore 
the opportunity to facilitate community event/s and activities as part of Australia Day 2024. 
This will involve collaboration with various community groups / organisations to coordinate 
activities that offer the community an enjoyable experience. 
Changing the date of the January Citizenship Ceremony from 26 January would lead to an 
approximate cost saving of $40,100 and provide the opportunity to have more conferees in 
attendance, which allows Council to keep its waitlist as low as possible.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
The financial considerations in relation to this Report are discussed in detail in section 2 
above.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The recommendation in this Report has arisen due to the completion of the Major Events 
Service Review.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Whilst for many Australians January 26 is a day of celebration and national pride, it is 
widely recognised that this date is considered by many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, and many non-Aboriginal people, as a day of mourning. This is a barrier to some 
people participating in citizenship and award ceremonies, which, by nature, are planned as 
inclusive community events.  
It is also the case that for some people receiving their citizenship on Australia’s national 
day, January 26, is highly valued. 
Moving the January Citizenship Ceremony from 26 January to a day within 3 days either 
side of 26 January also removes any issues that may arise due to staff costs and 
unavailability on a Public Holiday. While Council may request staff to work on a Public 
Holiday, officers cannot mandate that they do so. 

7. Options 
That Council: 
1. Holds an Australia Day Event at the Willows on 26 January and a Citizenship 

Ceremony at Cobblebank Stadium between 23 and 29 January;  
2. Continues to hold a combined Australia Day Event and Citizenship Ceremony at the 

Willows on 26 January. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.8 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MATTERS 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 

Presenter: Megan Kruger - Head of Governance  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To report to Council on the activities of the Audit and Risk Committee as required by the Local 
Government Act 2020. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the unconfirmed minutes, issued with the Chair’s approval, of the Audit and Risk 

Committee meeting held 14 September 2023, provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 
2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 

within the minutes. 
3. Note the report from the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, for the period June – 

September 2023, provided as Appendix 2 to this report. 
Motion 
Crs Kesic/Shannon. 
That Council: 
1. Note the unconfirmed minutes, issued with the Chair’s approval, of the Audit and Risk 

Committee meeting held 14 September 2023, provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 
2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 

within the minutes. 
3. Note the report from the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, for the period June – 

September 2023, provided as Appendix 2 to this report.  
CARRIED 

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 14 September 2023 are 
appended to this report as Appendix 1.  
The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 
The Chairperson of the Audit and Risk Committee, Mr Jeff Rigby, has provided a biannual 
report on the activities of the Committee to cover the period June – September 2023, 
provided as Appendix 2. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Audit and Risk Committee is established by Council pursuant to Section 53 of the Local 
Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  
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The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance 
reporting, Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and 
oversee the internal and external audit function.  
The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 for matters that 
the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  
Additionally, section 54 (4) of the Local Government Act 2020 requires a biannual report that 
describes the activities of the Audit and Risk Committee, including its findings and 
recommendations to be presented to Council. 
The attached report (Appendix 2) provided by the Chairperson of the Audit and Risk 
Committee, satisfies the requirements for the presentation of biannual reports to Council. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance.  

6.3.1 Maintain a high level of transparent, accountable, unbiased and representative 
governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Costs associated with the operation of Council’s Audit and Risk Committee are provided for 
within Council’s operating budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Not required. 

6. Risk Analysis 
A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 
Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 

7. Options 
Council has the option to provide any feedback or direction to the Audit and Risk Committee 
it feels is appropriate on the discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities under the Audit 
and Risk Committee Charter. 
The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Unconfirmed Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 14 September 2023 
2.  Audit and Risk Committee Chairperson's Biannual Report to Council - June to 

September 2023 
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12.9 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 

Presenter: Megan Kruger - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendix 1 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee Meeting – 16 August 2023 
2. Policy Review Panel – 24 August 2023 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Vandenberg. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendix 1 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1. Arts and Culture Advisory Committee Meeting – 16 August 2023 
2. Policy Review Panel – 24 August 2023.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the 
power to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of 
the 2020 Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role.  Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The composition of Advisory Committees for the 2022/23 municipal year was 
approved by Council at its Scheduled Meeting on 12 December 2022. 
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The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee  16 August 2023 

2.  Policy Review Panel 24 August 2023 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6.  A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence  
 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee minutes dated 16 August 2023 
2.  Policy Review Panel Minutes - 24 August 2023 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports were received from Councillors Shannon, Kesic, Vandenberg, Farrugia, Turner, 
Abboushi, Ramsey and Carli. 
 
 
Cr Kesic departed the meeting at 8.10pm and returned to the meeting at 8.16pm. 
Cr Farrugia departed the meeting at 8.18pm and returned to the meeting at 8.22pm.
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 889 (CR SHANNON) - OPTIONS FOR INSTALLING ALL 
ABILITIES ACCESS AREA AT NAVAN PARK 

Councillor: Julie Shannon  

NOTICE: 
That Council officers provide a briefing to Councillors outlining options for installing an all-abilities 
access area at Navan Park for residents to use for fishing purposes. 
 
Motion 
Crs Shannon/Ramsey. 
That Council officers provide a briefing to Councillors outlining options for installing an all-abilities 
access area at Navan Park for residents to use for fishing purposes.  

CARRIED 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 890 (CR FARRUGIA) - DIGGERS REST LEVEL CROSSING 
REMOVAL  

Councillor: Justine Farrugia  

NOTICE: 
That Council write to The Hon. Jacinta Allan, Minister for Transport and Infrastructure and Mr Josh 
Bull, Member for Sunbury and Parliamentary Secretary for Level Crossing Removals, requesting 
detailed information on the options considered for the Diggers Rest Level Crossing Removal, 
including impacts on the community and what consideration was given to the 2014 Diggers Rest 
Local Area Traffic Management Plan. 
Motion 
Crs Farrugia/Kesic. 
That Council write to The Hon. Jacinta Allan, Minister for Transport and Infrastructure and Mr Josh 
Bull, Member for Sunbury and Parliamentary Secretary for Level Crossing Removals, requesting 
detailed information on the options considered for the Diggers Rest Level Crossing Removal, 
including impacts on the community and what consideration was given to the 2014 Diggers Rest 
Local Area Traffic Management Plan.  

CARRIED 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 892 (CR RAMSEY) - CCTV IN HIGH TRAFFIC AREAS 
Councillor: Sophie Ramsey  

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. Receive a report from officers on the cost of implementing CCTV Cameras in high pedestrian 

and vehicle traffic areas of the municipality where surveillance could be compromised in 
parks, gardens, sporting grounds and council buildings; and 

2. Consider the cost to implement this program in the 2024/25 budget. 
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Vandenberg. 
That Council: 
1. Receive a report from officers on the cost of implementing CCTV Cameras in high pedestrian 

and vehicle traffic areas of the municipality where surveillance could be compromised in 
parks, gardens, sporting grounds and council buildings; and 

2. Consider the cost to implement this program in the 2024/25 budget.  
CARRIED 
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At 8.32pm, Mayor Carli vacated the Chair and Deputy Mayor, Cr Shannon, took the Chair. 
 

14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 891 (CR CARLI) - SHOWER BUS FOR THE HOMELESS 
Councillor: Lara Carli  

NOTICE: 
That Council officers brief Council on options to engage or attract a shower bus provider for people 
experiencing homelessness in the Community. 
 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Kesic. 
That Council officers brief Council on options to engage or attract a shower bus provider for people 
experiencing homelessness in the Community.  

CARRIED 
Cr Kesic called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 893 (CR CARLI) - MAYORAL CHARITY BALL FUNDS 
Councillor: Lara Carli  

NOTICE: 
That Council distribute the funds allocated for the Mayoral Ball for the year 2023, equally to the 
following two not for profit community service agencies that operate within the municipality 
providing disability support and youth homelessness services, respectively, to City of Melton 
residents, to assist with costs directly related to those services: 
1. Pinarc 
2. Hope Street Youth and Family Services Ltd  
 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Farrugia. 
That Council distribute the funds allocated for the Mayoral Ball for the year 2023, equally to the 
following two not for profit community service agencies that operate within the municipality 
providing disability support and youth homelessness services, respectively, to City of Melton 
residents, to assist with costs directly related to those services: 
1. Pinarc 
2. Hope Street Youth and Family Services Ltd  

CARRIED 
 

  
At 8.40pm Deputy Mayor, Cr Shannon, vacated the Chair and Mayor Carli resumed the Chair.
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 
15.1 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 
When revising Council’s waste collections, will officers investigate and include the 
costings of a weekly green FOGO collection for consideration? 

 

15.2 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 
I was hoping for an update on when our Local Law will be considered and whether anti-
hooning local laws will be included? 

 

15.3 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Shannon 
Can I just ask for an update please on my Notice of Motion around the Christmas 
Community Lunch for 2023?  

 

15.4 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Farrugia 
Can I have an update regarding the cleaning schedule of Gourlay Road in the area 
between Sugar Gum pub all the way down to Taylor’s Road roundabout as there’s 
always a lot of rubbish in that particular section of road? 

 

15.5 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Farrugia 
Can I have an update regarding the damaged pillar just near the corner of Gourlay Road 
and Taylors Road that is broken and has fencing around it and the timeframe to get that 
fixed and rectified for pedestrians please? 

 

15.6 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Vandenberg 
According to Council documents dated on 4 February 2019, identifies that it was a 
Council error, residents of Silverdale have lived with this error for 22 years; will Council 
build the Silverdale soundwall?  
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15.7 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Abboushi 
An update on works along Taylors Road, especially on the intersection of Plumpton Road 
and Taylors Road? 

 

15.8 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Abboushi 
An update on the planned works along Westwood Drive? 

 

16. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil.
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Cr Vandenberg departed the meeting at 8.49pm and returned to the meeting at 8.51pm. 
 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 2024 Community Achievement Awards Assessment Panel Meeting Outcomes 

(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

17.2 Recovered Energy Laverton - Waste to Energy Contract Update 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Caroline Springs Tennis Club - Defects Rectification Update 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.4 Contract No. 18-012 - Street Sweeping Services - Extension of Contract 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.5 Contract No. 23-001 - Bulmans Road Urbanisation Stage 1 Construction 
(a) and (g) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would 
prejudice the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released; AND 
private commercial information, being information provided by a business, commercial or 
financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.6 Contract No. 23-041 - Plumpton Aquatic and Leisure Centre - Project Management, 
Quantity Surveyor and Superintendent Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.7 Contract No. 23-042 - Cobblebank Community Services Hub -Project Management, 
Quantity Surveyor and Superintendent Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  
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Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Shannon. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 2024 Community Achievement Awards Assessment Panel Meeting Outcomes 

(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

17.2 Recovered Energy Laverton - Waste to Energy Contract Update 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Caroline Springs Tennis Club - Defects Rectification Update 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.4 Contract No. 18-012 - Street Sweeping Services - Extension of Contract 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.5 Contract No. 23-001 - Bulmans Road Urbanisation Stage 1 Construction 
(a) and (g) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would 
prejudice the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released; AND 
private commercial information, being information provided by a business, commercial or 
financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.6 Contract No. 23-041 - Plumpton Aquatic and Leisure Centre - Project Management, 
Quantity Surveyor and Superintendent Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.7 Contract No. 23-042 - Cobblebank Community Services Hub -Project Management, 
Quantity Surveyor and Superintendent Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage.  

CARRIED 
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9.02pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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