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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL  
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS,  

MELTON CIVIC CENTRE, 232 HIGH STREET MELTON  
ON 24 JUNE 2024 AT 7.00PM 

 
 
Present: Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 

Cr S Abboushi (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr J Farrugia 
Cr S Ramsey  

 Cr J Shannon 
Cr B Turner 
Cr A Vandenberg 

 
 
R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
T Scoble, Director City Life 
M Merritt, Acting Director City Futures 
N Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
P Leersen, Director Organisational Performance 
E Keogh, Head of Governance 
R Hodgson, Senior Coordinator Governance 
J Simpson, Coordinator Open Space Planning 
A Badina, Senior Strategic Planner 
V Zdjelar, Governance Officer 
 
 

 

 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Majdlik opened the meeting at 7.02pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 
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2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Cr L Carli  

Cr G Kesic 

 
Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 

That Councillor Kesic’s request for leave for the period 17 June 2024 to 1 August 2024, inclusive, 
be granted. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Cr Farrugia 

CARRIED  

 

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil. 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 27 May 2024 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 

Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 27 May 2024 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  
 
For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS  

  
 

 

• Monday 13 May 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors  

• Monday 27 May 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors  

• Monday 3 June 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 13 May 2024, 27 May 2024 and  
3 June 2024 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 

 

Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 

That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 13 May 2024, 27 May 2024 and  
3 June 2024 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted, with 
an amendment to the Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors dated 3 June 2024, being the 
removal of the apology for Cr Abboushi. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 13 May 2024 

2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 27 May 2024 

3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 3 June 2024 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 24 JUNE 2024 

Item 7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors 
Appendix 1 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 13 May 2024 
 

 

Page 9 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 24 JUNE 2024 

Item 7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors 
Appendix 1 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 13 May 2024 
 

 

Page 10 

 



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 24 JUNE 2024 

Item 7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors 
Appendix 2 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 27 May 2024 
 

 

Page 11 



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 24 JUNE 2024 

Item 7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors 
Appendix 3 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 3 June 2024 
 

 

Page 12 

  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 24 JUNE 2024 

Page 13 

8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 

  
 

 

• The Hon. Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Department 
and Local Government and The Hon. Kristy McBain MP, Minister for Regional Development, 
Local Government and Territories – Confirmation of funding allocation under the Roads to 
Recovery (RTR) Program 

• The Hon. Ros Spence MP, Minister for Carers and Volunteers - Victorian Support for Carers 
Program 

• The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government – Acknowledgment of Melton 
City Council’s advocacy priorities document 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 - 3 to this report: 

1. The Hon. Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 
and Local Government and The Hon. Kristy McBain MP, Minister for Regional Development, 
Local Government and Territories – Confirmation of Funding Allocation Under the Roads to 
Recovery (RTR) Program. 

2. The Hon. Ros Spence MP, Minister for Carers and Volunteers - Victorian Support for Carers 
Program. 

3. The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government – Acknowledgment of Melton 
City Council’s Advocacy Priorities. 

Motion 

Crs Turner/Ramsey. 

That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 - 3 to this report: 

1. The Hon. Catherine King MP, Minister for Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development 
and Local Government and The Hon. Kristy McBain MP, Minister for Regional Development, 
Local Government and Territories – Confirmation of Funding Allocation Under the Roads to 
Recovery (RTR) Program. 

2. The Hon. Ros Spence MP, Minister for Carers and Volunteers - Victorian Support for Carers 
Program. 

3. The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government – Acknowledgment of Melton 
City Council’s Advocacy Priorities. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
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LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  The Hon. Catherine King MP and The Hon. Kristy McBain MP - dated 22 May 2024 

2.  The Hon. Ros Spence MP, Minister for Carers and Volunteers - dated 6 June 2024 

3.  The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government - dated 17 June 2024 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Nil.  

7. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.     

8. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Submitter: Asim Butt 

Question Asked of Council Response 

What is the construction commencement 
date of the sports reserve on the corner 
of Clara Avenue and Kirkpatrick 
Boulevard Truganina? 

 

Council is working with the developer on 
the delivery of this active open space 
project. The project is anticipated to 
commence construction within the next 6 
months and be completed within 18 
months. 

Submitter: Burnside Resident 

Question Asked of Council Response 

How does one know whether their 
complaint has transitioned from a level 1 
to a level 2 complaint? 

A complaint is escalated from a Level 1 
Complaint to a Level 2 Complaint when 
the customer is not satisfied that Council’s 
response is in line with its policies or 
legislative obligations.  
Therefore the complainant would be 
aware of the transition from level 1 to level 
2 as they have escalated the matter for 
review.   

Submitter: Burnside Resident 

Question Asked of Council Response 

What are councils current estimated 
timeframes for providing initial 
acknowledgment, resolution and ongoing 
status updates for level 1 and level 2 
complaints? 

 

Snap Send Solve requests are not 
processed as complaints - they are 
managed as a request for service or the 
reporting of an issue. Response times are 
therefore dependant on the service being 
requested – for example where the Road 
Management Act applies, there are 
specific intervention levels and time 
frames that apply that can be different to 
other requests. 
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Submitter: Aamer Kiani 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Can we have a traffic signal at the corner 
of Brooklyn Road and Coburns Road 
roundabout? 

A signalised intersection at Brooklyn Road 
and Coburns Road is currently in the 
preliminary design phase with 
construction scheduled for the 2028/29 
financial year, subject to Council’s Annual 
Budget review and approval process. 

Submitter: Aamer Kiani 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Is there any chance of getting entry and 
exit ramps on Bulmans Road bridge in 
the near future? 

 

The Victorian Government is responsible 
for the Western Freeway, including 
determining whether entry/exit ramps are 
provided, such as at Bulmans Road.  

Council’s Moving Melton Advocacy 
Program continues to seek improvements 
to the Western Highway including 
additional entry/exit ramps at key roads.  

Submitter: Harnit Bedi 

Question Asked of Council Response 

The question is when will council decide 
to double the lanes on Taylors Road?  

 

Council is actively progressing a number 
of projects within the Taylors Road 
Corridor Upgrade Plan which includes the 
duplication of Taylors Road to the east of 
Monaghans Lane, which is currently in 
detailed design phase and scheduled to 
be completed by 2026/2027 financial 
year.. 

Submitter: Harnit Bedi 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Can the light on the intersection of 
Plumpton Road and Taylors Road be 
reinstalled? 

 

Council officers are working on installing a 
temporary solar light at the intersection of 
Taylors Road and Plumpton Road until the 
signalised intersection works commence 
which will provide permanent lighting. 
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Submitter: Dania Sin 

Question Asked of Council Response 

When will the council address the issues 
around street lighting and crossings at 
the vicinity around the Rockbank train 
station to ensure the safety of the 
community? 

 

Council officers are progressing a lighting 
upgrade project on Leakes Road, south of 
the Rockbank Train Station, which is 
currently being designed by Powercor and 
anticipated to be installed by the end of 
2024.  

Pedestrian crossing points are available at 
Westcott Parade and Greenview Avenue 
north and south of the station. These 
provide crossing points for both residential 
catchments either side of the railway line. 

Submitter: Mark Cunningham 

Question Asked of Council Response 

In a cost of living crisis, can the council 
justify why rates are being increased 
when money does not appear to be 
going back to the community its intended 
for, as Melton Council has the largest 
surplus of $365.3 million (Casey City 
Council has the second largest surplus 
of $198.4 million)? 

Most of the surplus is money received 
because we are a growth area. $335M of 
these funds are contributed by developers 
and capital grants. This money must be 
used for future capital infrastructure 
projects within respective development 
areas like childcare centres, ovals, parks, 
open spaces, and roads. 

In many instances these funds fall short of 

the full cost delivery of the infrastructure 

needed with Council funding the 

difference. 

Submitter: Mark Cunningham 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Equivalent facilities have been provided 
to neighbouring suburbs, and Aintree will 
receive more in the latest budget (a 
second community centre, second dog 
park, and third sports precinct). With a 
$365.3 million surplus, can we expect 
the timelines for Rockbank facilities—
Rockbank East Community Centre 
(2027), Sports Reserve (2028/29), and 
Pavilion (2031/32)—to be significantly 
advanced? 

The timing of delivery for these community 
facilities and active open space reserves 
will be as planned and consider Precinct 
Structure planning, population and 
participation demands.   
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Submitter: Kate Williams 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Does council have an update from the 
developer regarding the overdue opening 
of the new Greigs Rd/ Innovation Ave 
Rockbank intersection? 

 

All construction works for Greigs Road 
and Innovation Drive are complete and 
awaiting the energisation of the traffic 
lights from Powercor (the electrical 
services authority) and Department of 
Transport and Planning. 

Submitter: Farhan Khan 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Can Council advise if there are any plans 
in the next 12 months for enabling 
activation of a more efficient public bus 
route to unlock community connectivity 
which will facilitate residents of 
Grandview and Mt Atkinson estates to 
access common facilities (e.g., 
Community Centre, Parks etc)? 

The Victorian Government’s Department 
of Transport and Planning is the 
responsible authority that plan for new 
public transport services.  

Council strongly advocates for the 
provision of additional public transport, 
including bus services.   

Submitter: Farhan Khan 

Question Asked of Council Response 

When is the next PTV update session 
planned by the council and can local 
developer representatives join these 
sessions? 

Council Officers meet quarterly with the 
Department of Transport and Planning to 
discuss advocacy priorities, including 
buses, arterial road networks and train 
stations, across the City of Melton.  

It is suggested that residents with specific 
public transport enquiries contact the 
Department of Transport and Planning 
directly.   

Submitter: Manish Baisoya 

Question Asked of Council Response 

While a new suburb creation exercise is 
awaited for Mt Atkinson, could the 
council advise on the process to 
‘rename’ suburb without changing 
existing boundary? 

Council as a naming authority, may 
receive proposals to name a road, place 
or locality. Council may form a position in 
relation to the proposal in line with the 
State Naming Rules, however it is the 
State Government’s Geographic Names 
Victoria who ultimately makes the 
decision around naming. 
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Submitter: Manish Baisoya 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Could the Mayor write a formal letter to 
the state minister for health, requesting 
that local residents of Mt Atkinson area 
(presently Truganina suburb) don’t get 
zoned by default to Werribee Mercy 
Hospital, which is located about 30 mins 
away, as opposed to Sunshine Hospital 
located much closer at about 12 
minutes. 

The management of public hospitals is the 
responsibility of the Victorian Government.  

This is a matter that is best directed to the 
Local State Member of Parliament who 
can best advocate on behalf of their 
constituents. 

Submitter: Melanie Blackman 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Could council advise residents on when 
the Mayor last sent a formal letter to the 
2 concerned state ministers for securing 
a meeting to discuss this critical matter 
onsite?  

(This relates to Hopkins Road) 

Council has written to relevant Ministers 
and local members on a number of 
occasions regarding Hopkins Road, the 
most recent being in March this year.  

Council will continue to follow up on the 
upgrade of Hopkins Road as it remains a 
key priority. 

Submitter: Melanie Blackman 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise if it has an 
ongoing engagement with Major Road 
Projects Victoria, the state Government 
agency delivering the traffic signalization 
project on Hopkins Road & Boundary 
Road intersection which has had 
temporary traffic signals in place for 
close to 4 years now (since September 
2020)? 

Council officers have been in contact with 
the Victorian Government’s Department of 
Transport & Planning about the project 
during the initial phases and will continue 
to remain involved as the project 
progresses. 

Submitter: Pawan Kaur 

Question Asked of Council Response 

With the master planning and design 
completed, could the council advise if 
works on the much delayed Mt Atkinson 
East Sports Reserve are still expected to 
commence this year with a view to open 
it in January 2026 along with 2 new 
primary schools in our area?  

Council is working with the developer on 
the delivery of this active open space. The 
project is expected to commence 
construction within 6 months and be 
completed within 18 months.  
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Submitter: Pawan Kaur 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Is there any council oversight, such as 
penalties or fines for developers due to 
the delayed delivery of the Mount 
Atkinson East Sports Reserve? 

Council is working in partnership with the 
developer to deliver this project. 

There is no mechanism available to 
Council to penalise developers for the 
delay of delivery of infrastructure.  

Submitter: Nitin Ahuja 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise residents on 
some key statistics regarding mobile 
tower applications in city of Melton, like 
the count of mobile tower planning permit 
request that have been received in the 
last two years, count of requests that 
have been completed so far, count of 
requests that have been rejected, and 
count of requests that have been referred 
to VCAT? 

Council has received 3 planning 
applications for telecommunication towers 
over the past two years: 

• 1 was approved by Council Officers 
under delegation; 

• 1 was approved by VCAT; and  

• 1 application was withdrawn by the 
applicant and did not proceed.  

 

Submitter: Nitin Ahuja 

Question Asked of Council Response 

As mobile networks become an essential 
service in modern age, and the topic 
evolving rapidly, when is the revision of 
the existing 2017 council communication 
framework due? 

Planning and providing mobile networks is 
the responsibility of the Federal 
Government and private entities like 
Telstra, Optus, and Vodafone. In some 
cases Council may be required to issue a 
planning permit for their installation.     

Council's Communication Framework 
ensures that prominent infrastructure does 
not negatively impact residential amenity 
or character. At this stage there are no 
plans to review and update the 
Framework. 

Submitter: Girish Khara 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise on the outcome 
of the VCAT process conducted in 
February 2024 for mobile tower 
application submitted by third party 
operator (WaveConn)? 

Following the VCAT hearing in February 
2024, VCAT directed Council to issue a 
planning permit in accordance with their 
order dated 18 June 2024. 
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Submitter: Girish Khara 

Question Asked of Council Response 

On the back of neighbouring Wyndham 
city council taking strong stance on 
balanced development in new estates, is 
the City of Melton council willing to take 
a similar stance and pause issuance of 
construction permits for new commercial 
and business projects along Hopkins 
Road? 

At this stage Council is continuing to work 
with Victorian Government agencies for 
the timely delivery of critical infrastructure 
such as the upgrade and duplication of 
Hopkins Road.  

Council requested in our Victorian Budget 
submission that the delivery of the 
upgrade of Hopkins Road is addressed as 
a high priority for our community.     

Submitter: Shams Alam 

Question Asked of Council Response 

When will the work for the Rockbank 
Town Centre start and be completed? 

Council is not aware of the timeframes for 
the construction of the development of the 
Rockbank town centre as the developer is 
responsible for delivery. 

Submitter: Shams Alam 

Question Asked of Council Response 

When will Paynes Road works be 
completed? 

Council officers have been advised by the 
developer for Thornhill Park that Payne’s 
Road is currently under construction with 
an anticipated completion date of 
December 2024.  

Submitter: Osama Usuf 

Question Asked of Council Response 

What are the timelines for the Mt 
Atkinson Nature Reserve and who will 
be the lead delivery agency for this one? 

The nature reserve will be delivered by 
the developer and is part of their permit 
obligations and will be subject to 
developer’s timeline. 

Submitter: Osama Usuf 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Could the council please confirm that 
PTV’s guidance and past local 
experiences with public bus routes (like 
delay in Kirkpatrick-Highline Boulevard 
activation) has been factored in the 
planning roadmap for Mt Atkinson and 
Tarneit Plains PSP to ensure that public 
bus capable roads are been activated on 
time over 5 years as our community 
continues to grow? 

Council’s planning approval process 
requires roads and the associated 
infrastructure to be constructed to support 
the bus network.    

The Victorian Government’s Department 
of Transport & Planning are responsible 
for determining when new bus routes will 
commence.   
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Submitter: Jaksha S 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Could the council advise what 
percentage of sites at Mt Atkinson Estate 
identified by Telstra to be technically 
suitable have been deemed appropriate 
by respective council team? 

 

There have been three planning 
applications for telecommunications 
towers submitted over the past two years; 
two have been approved and one 
application withdrawn by the applicant. 

Officers will continue to work with 
infrastructure providers to assist in 
identifying suitable locations. 

Submitter: Jaksha S 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Could council advise if there is a similar 
engagement like with Telstra underway 
with non-Telstra telecom mobile tower 
operators like Optus, Vodafone and TPG 
at Mt Atkinson Estate? 

Service providers lease out the use of the 
infrastructure directly from Telstra.  
Council engages mostly with Telstra and 
have specific site discussions with other 
service providers.   

Submitter: Srini V 

Question Asked of Council Response 

What planning controls are there to 
prevent developers from selling land 
without committed delivery dates for local 
shops, forcing over 7,000 residents to 
make 30-minute trips for groceries or 
health appointments?  

An Urban Design Framework must be 
prepared by the developer before the land 
can be developed. Council is pursuing this 
with the landowner.   
There are no planning controls that can 
require the development of retail floor 
space before residential development.   

Submitter: Srini V 

Question Asked of Council Response 

What are the timelines shared by the 
developers for any proposed construction 
for the Major Town Centre (Westfield) 
and would the construction be 
stagewise/phased? 

Council is not aware of the timeframes for 
the construction of the development of the 
town centre as this is dependent on the 
completion of the Urban Design 
Framework by the developer.  

Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question Asked of Council Response 

There are a number of significant 
projects contained within the 2024/25 
Draft Budget pertaining to Diggers Rest. 
Would Council please provide more 
details around the scope of works 
anticipated within the delivery of these 
projects? 

The preliminary details of the projects 
budgeted in 2024/25 including project 
name, description, funding for 2024/25 
and the project status are available on 
Council’s website. 
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Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Given the recent announcement by the 
State Government to prioritise the 
delivery of the Interstate Freight 
Terminal at Beveridge, what challenges 
does this now present for Council with 
respect to the objectives of the Draft 
Melton Employment and Industrial Land 
Strategy? 

Council officers are or the understanding 
that the Western Interstate Freight 
Terminal (known as the WIFT) remains a 
long-term priority for the Victorian 
Government to be developed when 
capacity is required.  

The Melton Employment and Industrial 
Land Strategy details the WIFT as a long-
term project. When the WIFT is delivered, 
the scale and timing of demand for 
industrial land is likely to expand.  

Submitter: Matthew Pearse 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Will the City of Melton be hosting a 
separate information session for potential 
candidates like Wyndham Council ahead 
of the local council elections this 
October? 

 

There are currently no plans to host a 
separate session. Melton Council is 
working with the Municipal Association of 
Victoria and the Victorian Electoral 
Commission to ensure candidates in 
Melton have access to election information 
they may require.  

Submitter: Matthew Pearse 

Question Asked of Council Response 

As the Thornhill Park, Rockbank and Mt 
Cottrell catchment is the fastest growing 
corridor in Australia for the last 3 years, 
will the City of Melton write to Gabrielle 
Williams MP and Steve McGhie MP to a 
community forum where residents can 
explain the urgent need of a bus route in 
Thornhill park? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new bus service for Thornhill Park 
formed part of Council’s submission for 
the 2024/25 Victorian Budget.  

In April and May this year Council also 
wrote to all relevant Ministers and local 
Members of Parliament outlining Council’s 
advocacy priorities, including the need for 
improved bus services and a bus service 
for Thornhill Park.  

Council encourages the community to 
also engage with Local Members of 
Parliament and the Minister for Public 
Transport to advocate for improved bus 
services. 
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Submitter: Jordon Mizzi 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Can you please list the location, date, 
outcome, and construction status of all 
planning permit applications for petrol 
stations in Melton for the past 10 years? 

 

 

 

To respond to this question, we need to 

conduct a search of the past 10 years. 

On completion of this search, a response 

will be provided directly to the submitter 

and a copy of the response included in 

responses to all questions published on 

Council’s website. 

Submitter: Jordon Mizzi 

Question Asked of Council Response 

Can the council please investigate the 
roadblocks preventing independent 
petrol stations from operating in Melton, 
what the council can do to remove these 
obstacles, and any other advocacy 
efforts to encourage an independent 
operator to open in Melton? 

 

The location of independent service 
stations is market driven.  Planning 
provisions apply equally to independent 
and non-independent petrol station 
providers.  

As per any development opportunity, 
Council is available to work proactively 
with operators.  
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9. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 ADOPTION OF MELTON CITY COUNCIL BUDGET 2024/2025 
 

Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 
Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  

 

Cr Vandenberg departed the Chamber at 7:34pm. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To endorse the proposed 2024/25 Council Budget. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council, in accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act 2020, adopt the 
proposed budget for 2024/25 having considered the details of the 2024/25 recurrent and capital 
budget appended to this report, which includes; 

• Section 1 – Link to the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

• Section 2 – Services and service performance indicators 

• Section 3 – Financial Statements 

• Section 4 – Notes to the financial statements 

• Section 5 – Financial performance indicators 

• Section 6 – Schedule of fees and charges 

Motion 

Crs Shannon/Abboushi. 

That Council, in accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act 2020, adopt the 
proposed budget for 2024/25 having considered the details of the 2024/25 recurrent and capital 
budget appended to this report, which includes; 

• Section 1 – Link to the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 

• Section 2 – Services and service performance indicators 

• Section 3 – Financial Statements 

• Section 4 – Notes to the financial statements 

• Section 5 – Financial performance indicators 

• Section 6 – Schedule of fees and charges  

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon and Turner  

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

Melton City Council’s proposed budget for 2024/25 has been prepared with consideration of 
the community vision and the objectives as set out in the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-
2025 and in accordance with Council’s 10 Year Financial Plan and legislative obligations.  

It seeks to add, enhance, improve and maintain infrastructure within the Melton municipality 
as well as deliver projects and services that are valued and needed by our community. The 
community has had an opportunity to make budget submissions at the commencement of 
the budget preparation process in November 2023. The proposed budget is presented 
following extensive internal review in consultation with officers and Councillors. 

2. Background/Issues 

Council commenced the budget preparation process for 2024/25 in November 2023. The 
budget has been prepared in line with the 10 Year Financial Plan and gives consideration to 
the growing needs of the community, service delivery demands, and initiatives put forward by 
the community and Councillors.  

The Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’) requires that Council prepare a budget for each 
financial year, and that the budget contains the following information: 

• Financial statements in the form and containing the information required by the 
regulations 

• A description of the services and initiatives to be funded in the budget 

• A statement as to how the services and initiatives will contribute to achieving the 
strategic objectives specified in the Council Plan 

• Major initiatives to be undertaken during the financial year 

• For services to be funded in the budget, the prescribed indicators of service 
performance that are required to be reported against in the performance statement 

• The amount which Council intends to raise by general rates, municipal charges, service 
rates and service charges 

• Whether the general rates will be raised by uniform rate or differential rate and 
information required relating to differential rates; and 

• Any other information required by the regulations. 

Appendix 1 is a full copy of the 2024/25 Council Budget document and includes the 
proposed schedule of fees and charges. 

In preparing the budget, Council has taken into consideration the proposed rates increase, 
operating costs and capital projects and provides detailed information with regard to the 
major impacts for 2024/25. It also provides details about Council’s financial management 
principles to ensure a financially sustainable future. 

Council has revalued all properties in the Melton municipality in accordance with its statutory 
obligations. The value of all properties within the Melton municipality has increased by 1.16% 
based on the Valuer General data. 

The Victorian Government established the Fair Go Rates System (FGRS), which is a 
framework limiting the maximum amount councils may increase rates in a year without 
seeking additional approval. The Minister for Local Government set a rate cap of 2.75% for 
all Councils for the 2024/25 year. Officers sought the full rate cap of 2.75%, with Council 
approving a 2.75% increase which has been applied across all classes of properties. 
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This budget has been prepared with the 2.75% rate cap in expanding its facilities while 
continuing to deliver high quality services to the community. 

Council’s total revenue from general rates and charges revenue will increase to $192.3 
million. This level of rate income will ensure Council is able to continue to deliver a high level 
of services and infrastructure to the community as well as assist in delivering a capital works 
program of $223.1 million which will enable Council to respond to the growth in demand 
across the municipality. 

The budget contains operating income of $632.5 million and operating expenditure of $262.3 
million in 2024/25, generating an operating surplus of $370.2 million, which is a decrease of 
$13.4 million over the forecast result for 2023/24 predominantly due to a reduction in 
developer contributions. 

This operating surplus includes $335.5 million in developer contributions, capital grant 
revenue and net gains on assets that are common in a growth Council which are received in 
the current financial year to build future facilities like childcare & community centres, roads, 
ovals, parks and open spaces. Most of this money can only be used for these purposes. 

The adjusted operating surplus for 2024/25 is budgeted to be $34.8 million once developer 
contributions, capital grants and net gains on assets are excluded. This is a measure of 
financial sustainability and shows steady improvement over the four financial years from 
2024/25 to 2027/28 inclusive. 

Key elements of the 2024/25 Council Budget include: 

• The average general rate and municipal charge will increase for 2024/25 by 2.75%, in 
line with the rate cap of 2.75% set by the Victorian Government.  

• This will equate to an average rate increase for Melton City Council residents of around 
$0.94 per week, with nearly half of all households seeing an increase less than that.  

• Fees and charges have generally been increased by 2-3% or based on full cost 
recovery. Some fees are fixed by legislation while others are set on a user pays basis.  

• An increase of $90 pensioner rebate will be available to eligible property owners.  

• Additional resources have been included to support and care for ratepayers needing 
financial assistance.   

• The net cost of services delivered to the community in 2024/25 year is expected to be 
$205.4 million. Council will continue to work with the community over the coming years 
to align community priorities and expectations with Council’s service delivery model. 

• A total of 16 community submissions were received with Council proposing to fund or 
partially fund 10 submissions. Projects range from recreation reserve infrastructure 
improvements, facility upgrades for sporting clubs and community groups, park 
upgrades and support for community events. 

• A thorough infrastructure needs analysis process has occurred which identified a 
number of key projects to be progressed or delivered in 2024/25. As a result of 
Council’s strong financial position, $223.1 million has been budgeted towards our 
planned capital works program of which $35.9 million relates to projects that will be 
carried forward from the 2023/24 financial year. The carried forward component is fully 
funded from the 2023/24 Budget. 

• The planned capital works program equates to an average of $2,518 per ratepayer to 
build these important community assets like childcare centres, ovals, parks, open 
spaces and roads. 
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• Key highlights of the capital works program to be delivered, or commenced in the 
coming year include: 

✓ $72.4 million in road and bridge infrastructure and renewals 

✓ $61.5 million in recreational, leisure & community facilities and renewals 

✓ $47.6 million in building improvements and renewals  

✓ $13.1 million in footpaths and cycleways 

✓ $6.6 million in parks, open space and streetscapes and renewals 

✓ $5.0 million in plant and equipment and $0.9 million in drainage 

✓ $2.8 million in traffic management devices like roundabouts and signalised 
intersections. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance.  

6.3.1 Maintain a high level of transparent, accountable, unbiased and representative 
governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 

The costs associated with preparing the 2024/25 Municipal Budget, including the associated 
advertising and community engagement have been provided for in the current financial year 
budget. 

With property revaluations occurring annually, the amount of the rate increase will not be 
consistent across all properties with some properties experiencing varying levels of capital 
appreciation/depreciation whilst others have remained with little change. 

The overall value of all properties within the Melton municipality has increased by 1.16% 
based on the Valuer General data.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Council’s annual budget engagement process for preparation of the 2024/25 Draft Council 
Budget commenced in November 2023 inviting community members and community groups 
to make a budget submission to help inform the framing of the budget and associated capital 
works program. This opportunity was promoted through multiple mediums including City of 
Melton Conversations online engagement portal and was also promoted via social media, 
newspaper advertisements, Council’s website and through Council community email 
networks. The opportunity for community submissions was open from Monday 22 November 
2023 to Friday 16 December 2023. 

Two budget drop-in sessions were held within this time to give the community the opportunity 
to ask questions about the process and discuss ideas with Councillors and Council officers. 

In total 16 submissions were received from individuals, community groups and sporting 
clubs. The opportunity for each submitter to present to Council was provided on 15 February 
2024, with 12 submitters presenting. These presentations took place at the commencement 
of the budget process rather than historically at the end. This enabled early consideration of 
initiatives as part of the preparation of the budget presented with this report. 

Council adopted the Draft Council Budget in principle on 22 April 2024 for the purpose of 
community feedback for 14 days where the community could comment prior to Council 
consideration and adoption at the 24 June 2024 Council meeting. 
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During this time, Council received 851 views and 668 visitors to the Melton Conversations 
Page with 49 community members providing a contribution relating to the Draft Council 
Budget which was shared and discussed by Officers and Councillors at the Briefing of 
Councillors on 3 June 2024. 

6. Risk Analysis 

Council’s process of preparing and endorsing the 2024/25 Budget is in accordance with 
Section 96 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

7. Options 

Council must adopt a budget by 30 June 2024 as it is a legislative requirement under section 
94 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Council Budget 2024-25 
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12.2 COUNCIL AND WELLBEING PLAN 2021-2025 DRAFT ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 

2024/25 

Author: Bob Baker - Corporate Planning and Performance Coordinator 
Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  

 
Cr Vandenberg returned to the Chamber at 7:41pm. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the Draft Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 for 
Council’s consideration. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council endorse the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 as 
detailed in Appendix 1. 

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 

That Council endorse the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 as 
detailed in Appendix 1. 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

Each year Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying the key activities that Council 
will undertake to achieve the strategic outcomes, objectives and strategies identified in the 
Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025. All strategies within the plan will have a minimum of 
one action over the four-year term of the plan. 

There are 43 actions detailed in the proposed Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual 
Action Plan 2024/25 as detailed in Appendix 1. 

Progress against these actions will be reported to Council in the quarterly progress report 
and at the end of the year in Council’s Annual Report. 

2. Background/Issues 

The Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 details the vision for the community, and the 
strategic outcomes, objectives, and strategies to be undertaken in the work toward that 
vision. 
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The vision for the community is that Melton is “A vibrant, safe and liveable City accessible to 
all”. The Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 identifies six (6) themes to guide the work of 
the organisation. These themes are: 

1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

2. A vibrant and healthy natural and built environment 

3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

4. A City that promotes greater education and employment 

5. A community that is actively engaged in the City 

6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 
excellence 

Each year Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying key activity that Council will 
undertake in implementing the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025. The Council and 
Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 includes projects, programs, 
services, and service enhancements that will occur within a twelve (12) month period. 

The Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 includes 43 actions 
to be delivered during the year. Again, the major focus for 2024/25 is to include high level 
strategic actions and remove business as usual activity to ensure quarterly reporting is 
geared toward major milestones and achievements. 

The Council and Wellbeing Plan requires an action against all strategies over the four-year 
term. At the end of the final year of the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 all strategies 
have had at least one action deployed across them.  

Some significant initiatives included in the Council Annual Action Plan 2024/25 include: 

• Deliver Council's major events program including the Djerriwarrh Festival, Council 
Carols by Candelight, Flavourfest and Lakeside Alive.  

• Deliver community initiatives to reduce harm from vaping with the Vichealth Vaping 
Prevention Grant. 

• Deliver actions from the City of Melton Equality and Respect Strategy 2030 including 
delivery of the Baby Makes 3 new parents program. 

• Undertake an audit of open space assets to inform development of a new Open Space 
Plan. 

• Investigate alternative water source options to reduce Council's reliance on potable 
water. 

• Finalise the detailed design documentation and complete the tender process for 
construction of the Cobblebank Community Services Hub. 

• Finalise the detailed design documentation for the Plumpton Aquatic and Leisure 
Centre. 

• Deliver the 2024 Developer Forum. 

• Undertake research to provide a strengthened evidence base for a tertiary education 
offering in Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre.  

• Support local organisations to advocate and promote local employment opportunities.  

• Implement the deliberative engagement program to inform the development of the next 
Council Plan, Financial Plan and Asset Plan, including a review of the Community 
Vision. 

• Develop a Customer Experience Strategy that focuses on enhancing end-to-end 
customer journey expectations and fosters a customer-centric organisation.  
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• Enhance cyber security measures to safeguard community information and Council 
data from potential threats and cyber-attacks. 

• Develop a new workplace Gender Equality Action Plan (GEAP). 

The list of actions above is not exhaustive, and the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 
Annual Action Plan 2024/25 itself provides only a selection of the work being delivered by 
Council.  

Progress against all of the actions in the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual 
Action Plan 2024/25 will be detailed in quarterly progress reports presented to the Meeting of 
Council, with the end of year outcomes detailed in Council’s Annual Report. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 
excellence 

6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 

The Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 is resourced via the 
adopted 2024/25 Council Budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Actions contained in the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 
are a result of Council’s ongoing engagement with community and prioritisation processes in 
the development of the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 and through annual business 
planning and budget development. 

6. Risk Analysis 

Nil 

7. Options 

That Council: 

1. Adopt the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 as 
detailed at Appendix 1. 

2. Not adopt the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 and 
refer back to officers for further work. 

3. Provides an alternative option as considered by Council. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Draft Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2024/25 
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12.3 MELTON EMPLOYMENT AND INDUSTRIAL LAND STRATEGY ADOPTION 

Author: Anastasia Badina - Senior Strategic Planner 
Presenter: Meagan Merritt - Acting Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

For Council to consider adoption of the Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy (2024).  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopt the Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy at Appendix 1. 

Motion 

Crs Turner/Ramsey. 

That Council adopt the Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy at Appendix 1. 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The aim of the Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy (the Strategy) is to provide a 
strategic framework to ensure that the City of Melton’s population growth is matched by local 
employment and economic growth.  

The Strategy is informed by community and stakeholder engagement, economic research 
and land use data.  

Community and stakeholder feedback was sought on the draft Strategy between 15 January 
and 29 February 2024. Council received and responded to 27 submissions. The draft 
Strategy has been updated in response to the feedback received.  

The final Strategy provided in Appendix 1 is recommended for adoption by Council.  

2. Background/Issues 

The Strategy provides land use and economic development guidance to ensure sufficient 
and timely supply of employment land and guide its future use and development.  

The key directions of the final Strategy are in line with: 

• State Planning Policy via the Melbourne Industrial and Commercial Land Use Plan 
(MICLUP). The plan outlines implementation actions for state and local government to 
better plan for and protect employment land.  
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• Local Planning Policy via the Melton Planning Scheme – Victorian Planning Provision 
(VPP) – 17 Economic Development and 17.01 Employment.  

• Melton City Council’s Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 and Theme 4 ‘a City that 
promotes greater education and employment’.  

Key issues  

There are several issues impacting employment land in the City of Melton that the Strategy 
aims to address. Key issues include:  

• Lack of strategic vision for the future development of employment areas essential to 
support the growth of local economy.  

• Dependence on Precinct Structure Plans for future supply of employment land causing 
delays and uncertainty in meeting economic demand.  

• Delayed provision of critical servicing infrastructure by the stage government to support 
further development of the industrial sites.  

• Lack of clear planning guidance for preferred land use outcomes in employment areas. 

In conjunction with a rapidly developing trend of population growth and land of local 
employment opportunities, adequate supply of serviced employment land within strategic 
locations is a pressing priority for Council.  

Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy 

To address the issues, the Strategy takes an evidence-based approach that is informed by 
the findings of the Background Report including data on forecasted employment, trends 
analysis, land scenario modelling and feedback received from the external stakeholders 
(major commercial and industrial land developers operating within the City of Melton).  

The Strategy provides the vision and framework for future planning and development of the 
existing and future industrial and employment areas with the aim to facilitate their growth and 
diversification. This will ensure these areas continue to service the local community, support 
employment growth and a diversity of employment opportunities into the future. 

The Strategy includes strong justification for Council to advocate for the commencement of 
the employment Precinct Structure Plans as economic priority for the region. For Council this 
means better facilitation in industrial growth and diversification, a boost in employment 
growth overall and change in technology and innovation.  

To guide the vision, the Strategy proposes the following municipal wide objectives: 

Objective 1: Ensure the supply of industrial land. 

Objective 2: Advocate for the delivery of the Western Intermodal Freight Precinct. 

Objective 3: Optimise, Protect and Direct Industrial Uses. 

Objective 4: Boost industrial employment, productivity and amenity. 

Objective 5: Deliver a high productivity integrated Western Freeway Economic Corridor. 

Objective 6: Promote and support Melton’s unique workforce and capability. 

Objective 7: Foster commercial investment in the City’s Activity Centre Network. 

Objective 8: Ensure land use settings support innovation. 

The objectives are broken down into specific actions aligned to fulfill the land use, economic 
development, and advocacy goals for the City of Melton. The key actions include advocating 
for the preparation of the employment PSPs and delivery of infrastructure projects, creating a 
network of industrial and employment precincts, facilitating the delivery of the activity centres 
and ensuring our planning regulations support and enable the employment generating land 
uses. 
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To guide preferred land use outcome, the Strategy provides the Industrial Land Use 
Framework. The Framework aims to provide clarity to industry and the community regarding 
the use and role of existing and future industrial land, and details where industry can grow to 
support job creation opportunities.   

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

4. A City that promotes greater education and employment 

4.3 A City with a diversity of local job opportunities with an increasing number 

of residents locally employed. 

4. Financial Considerations 

Preparation of the Strategy is a multi-year project and is programmed and budgeted to be 
complete in 2023/24 FY. 

Council officer time and resources were also involved in the preparation, consultation and 
review of the Strategy.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

The draft Strategy was on public exhibition from 15 January to 29 February 2024. Council 
received 27 submissions from the community members (6), landowners and developers (18) 
and government stakeholders (3).  

The feedback received was generally positive, the vision on the Economic Corridor along 
Western Freeway and the Industrial Land Use Framework were broadly supported and there 
were no items that would result in substantial changes to the draft Strategy. 

Key issues identified by the submitters included: 

• Concerns over the accuracy of data presented in the Background Report. 

• Desire from the development industry for Council to prioritise the commencement of 
certain employment Precinct Structure Plans (PSPs). 

• Concerns over delivery timeframes of state significant infrastructure projects, in 
particular Outer Metropolitan Ring Road and Western Intermodal Freight Terminal. 

• Requests that Council have a more prioritised approach to achieving a resolution for 
the Western Intermodal Freight Terminal (WIFT) and concerns in relation to the way 
WIFT is identified on the plans. 

• Concerns from landowners in Diggers Rest requesting stronger representation of future 
vision for Diggers Rest in the Strategy. 

Officers reviewed the submissions and prepared the Consultation Report (Appendix 2) 
addressing all issues raised by the submitters. The individual letters were sent to the 
submitters who requested to be provided with a response and the Consultation Report was 
made public via Melton Conversations. 

The draft Strategy has been revised following feedback received in submissions. The 
revisions were not significant and did not change the overall intent and purpose of the 
Strategy.  
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6. Risk Analysis 

If Council chooses not to proceed with the draft Strategy, it would constrain its capacity to 
protect and effectively manage the industrial areas and will limit the opportunity to ensure the 
timely supply of industrial land that is ready for development. Additionally, Council’s 
resources applied to the project over its course would yield no benefit.  

7. Options 

Council can resolve to either: 

1. Adopt the Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy 2024  

2. Adopt the Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy 2024, subject to changes 

3. Not adopt the Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy 2024 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy 2024 (Final) 

2.  Melton Employment and Industrial Land Strategy, Consultation Report 
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12.4 LAKE CAROLINE MASTERPLAN AND ACTIVATION STRATEGY ADOPTION 

Author: Pinkey Shahi - Open Space Planner (Landscape Architect) 
Presenter: Meagan Merritt - Acting Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

For Council to consider the adoption of the Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopt the Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy, provided as  
Appendix 1 to this report. 

 

Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Farrugia 

That Council adopt the Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy, provided as  
Appendix 1 to this report. 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy (Appendix 1) project commenced in 
October 2022. The Lake Caroline Strategy identifies opportunities for future activation and 
improved integration between the lake and adjacent commercial and residential interfaces. A 
key element of the Strategy is the identification of locations for amenity and infrastructure 
upgrades and informal recreation nodes. This Strategy will guide the future use and 
development of the reserve and lake. 

The first stage of the project involved a detailed site assessment and background analysis. 
Initial consultation on the existing uses, constraints and opportunities was then undertaken in 
July through to September 2023. The feedback from the consultation activities underpinned 
the development of the three key themes identified in the masterplan: Activation, Ecology 
and Connection. 

The second round of community consultation was undertaken on the Draft Masterplan and 
Activation Strategy in April and May 2024. The consultation sought feedback on the level of 
community support for the 11 key items of the masterplan. The data received illustrated a 
high level of support for all proposals. The feedback from all consultation activities has been 
reviewed and has directly informed the development of the final masterplan and activation 
strategy. 
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2. Background/Issues 

Lake Caroline Reserve is one of the largest and most significant passive open spaces within 
the municipality. Located north of Kororoit Creek, it attracts visitors including local residents 
and the wider metropolitan population. Lake Caroline is an artificial waterbody and was 
created as part of the Delfin Caroline Springs development of the early 2000s. The reserve 
and lake are unique in their amenity, generosity of open space and ecological value. 

The reserve is 20 years old and elements of the original design such as the boardwalks and 
play equipment are due for renewal in coming years. Currently, there are no strategic 
documents to guide the siting, design and delivery of these works. Water quality has also 
deteriorated and has become a significant barrier to use of the space at particular times of 
the year.  

Significant change has occurred along the commercial and residential interfaces around the 
reserve since its development and there is a need for the reserve and lake to better respond 
to the changed needs and aspirations of the community. 

Active transport routes around the lake and from east to west are indirect and subject to poor 
passive surveillance. This reduces the likelihood of incidental activity, such as walking to the 
shops and reduces the perception of safety for path users. 

In addition, since the recent COVID-19 Pandemic, a number of regular events such as 
markets, celebrations and activities such as paddle-boating around and on the lake have 
reduced. Council and the community are now seeking ways to reactivate the lake and 
reserve. 

The development of the Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy was identified to 
provide a vision and principles to guide the future development and activation of the lake and 
its surrounds. These principles align with the three themes which were drawn from the site 
assessment and community consultation – Ecology, Connections and Activation. 
Consultants were appointed in late 2022 to commence development of this Strategy. 

The project consists of five stages: 

Stage 1 Site assessment/Background analysis 

Stage 2 Community Consultation #1 

Stage 3 Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy Report 

Stage 4 Community Consultation #2 

Stage 5 Final Masterplan and Activation Strategy Report 

The project consultants undertook extensive site assessment and a background analysis. 
Councillor visioning workshops were facilitated after which the initial phase of community 
consultation was undertaken. The consultation identified the community’s insights on the 
how the lake and surrounds are used by the community and visitors and highlighted issues 
and opportunities for improvements. The summary of community consultation findings set 
the framework for the development of the draft strategy recommendations. 

The Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy was exhibited to seek feedback on the level of 
community support for the proposed improvements. The consultation feedback was collated 
and reviewed to refine the final strategy recommendations. Details of the proposed 
community consultation activities are referenced in Section 5. 

Following consultation, the document has been revised to address relevant feedback raised 
during consultation. Officers are now seeking adoption of the final document. 

  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 24 JUNE 2024 

Page 309 

2.1 Lake Caroline Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy 

The Strategy provides a vision and principles to guide the future development and activation 
of the lake and its surrounds. These principles align with the three themes which were drawn 
from the site assessment and community consultation – Ecology, Connections and 
Activation. An overview of the activation and on ground initiatives that respond to these 
principles are summarised below as follows: 

Ecology 

Masterplan Principle 

To create thriving ecological zones for the community to engage with, that expand upon and 
connect to existing areas of ecological value. 

Key Initiatives 

1. Connect to the northern ecology cascade and wetland system 

2. Lookouts, bird hides and boardwalks 

3. Floating Wetlands 

4. Connect and expand upon Kororoit Creek green link 

5. Enhance and expand southern lake side ecology 

Connections 

Masterplan Principle 

To facilitate movement around and across the Lake ensuring safe, direct connections and to 
provide links to the broader community and facilities. 

Key Initiatives 

1. Mid-lake crossing to connect the south and west of the Lake 

2. Lighting and amenity along the south-eastern promenade 

3. Shared, slow zone at Lake Street 

4. Revisit the Western Promenade and the connection to Lake Street 

5. New Northern Promenade 

6. Clear signage & wayfinding 

Activation 

Masterplan Principle 

To provide a range of flexible spaces to enable the curation of year-round evening, cultural, 
events, festivals, and other activities. 

Key Initiatives 

1. Generous event lawn at the northern end of the Lake 

2. Accessible place for play and connection 

3. Dedicated picnic locations 

4. Expanded decking areas for café activation and events 

5. Shared zone at Lake Street to enable markets and festivals 

6. Viewing areas at key locations around the Lake 
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2.2 Lake Caroline Final Masterplan and Activation Strategy 

The Final Masterplan and Activation Strategy is a refined version of the masterplan principles 
outlined in the draft strategy. The strategy reflects feedback received on the draft masterplan 
during consultation. The masterplan is divided into 7 project precincts zone to allow staged 
delivery of the masterplan. Some project precinct areas, such includes multiple locations 
around the lake.  The project precincts are outlined below 

• The Boathouse Lawn, Café and Playground – This includes the Boathouse 

Playground upgrade, a daylight operating café & toilet block, a generous amphitheatre-

like event lawn, a pier for boat launching and a boardwalk to improve connectivity to 

the nearby commercial areas. 

• Cascade & Weir Wetlands Upgrade – This includes improvements to the key inlet 

(Cascade Wetlands) and  outlet (Weir Wetlands) zones of Lake Caroline. The intent is 

to provide water quality and habitat improvements flowing into and out of the lake. This 

project area also includes the Northern Promenade to improve connectivity and 

passive recreational opportunities. 

• Lake Crossing Bridge & Esplanade Ecology Hub – The precinct includes a Lake 

crossing bridge that providing a direct connection across the lake whilst maintaining 

access beneath for boats and wildlife. The Esplanade Ecology Hub will also assist in 

water quality improvements and enhance the wetland ecology of the lake. 

• Lake Street Transformation – The project area includes the transformation of Lake 

Street to shared use zone. This project will  incorporate calming traffic and surface 

treatments prioritising pedestrians and cyclists. Priority parking zones for markets and 

festival activities are also recommended. 

• Promenade Parkland Refresh – This includes a simplified park promenade for 

passive recreation a, southern decked area for events, a café spill out space and a 

boat launch and decked area. 

• Southern Ecology Zone – The project area includes the transformation of the existing 

southern wetland plantings into an ecology zone with floating wetlands, a lookout and 

boardwalk connections. Interpretive and educational elements are also proposed. 

• Esplanade Greening – The project area includes upgrading the southeast boundary of 

the lake by installing improved path lighting, seating, shelters, general amenities and 

trees for increased shade to the pathways. 

A, cost planning report has been prepared for all seven projects precincts to guide the 
funding allocations for each stage of work. These costings will assist in the application of 
future opportunities for grant funding for projects outlined in the Strategy. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.1 A City of 20-minute neighbourhoods. 
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4. Financial Considerations 

To date, budget has only been provided for the development of the Strategy. Funding 
associated with the implementation of actions within the Strategy are being considered as 
part of Councils yearly budget process. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

5.1 Preliminary consultation 

The first round of community and stakeholder consultation, undertaken in 2023 sought 
feedback on the existing uses, issues, and opportunities associated with Lake Caroline. 

Activities included a Councillor visioning workshop, intercept interviews at CS Square, direct 
trader engagement, a community drop-in session at Caroline Springs Library, an online 
survey and social media content, a pin-drop map and a resident mailout. In total, over 500 
submissions were received from the online and face to face communications. 

The key findings are summarised below. 

1. Most respondents are at their early 30s to late 40s. 

2. The majority of respondents are female. 

3. Most visitors live within 2km from Lake Caroline Reserve; half of the respondents 
reside in Caroline Springs. 

4. A large majority of respondents travel to Lake Caroline by foot or by car. 

5. Most respondents visit the Lake either daily or weekly. 

6. Most respondent spend 15 mins to 1 hour in Lake Caroline Reserve. 

7. Many respondents come with their children. 

8. Most users currently visit the Lake for exercising; appreciating nature and scenic views; 
and for children's play. 

This user data aligned with what people most wanted to see at the lake and reserve. Highly 
requested activities included markets, seasonal celebrations and festivals, floating cafes, 
rentable boats, and community exercise groups. There was also very strong support for 
provision of improved play facilities and water play activities, a water crossing, floating 
wetlands, and lighting on the water. These requests underpin the recommendations in the 
Draft Strategy. Refer to Appendix 2 for information. 

5.2 Second round of community consultation 

The second round of consultation on the Lake Caroline Draft Masterplan and Activation 
Strategy was undertaken for two and a half weeks from 19 April to 6 May 2024. Residents 
and stakeholders were encouraged to provide feedback. Consultation activities includes: 

• Mail outs to 780+ residents 

• Mail outs to 200+ businesses 

• Two drop-in community consultation sessions at Caroline Springs Library and CS 

Square 

• Intercept interviews at the lake reserve 

• Trader engagement activities 

• Social media 

• Online survey 
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The key findings are summarised below: 

The Melton Conversations page for the Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy 
received 1266 views and 210 contributions to the online survey. Face to face engagement 
was undertaken with more than 100 community members and stakeholders. The volume of 
survey responses and high numbers of face-to-face engagement demonstrated a high level 
of interest in the project.  

The data indicated that the majority of proposals were very well received with figures 
outlining that 82% or more of respondents, supported all proposals.  Elements with the 
highest levels of support were the tree plantings (91%) and boathouse café and toilet (92%). 
These findings were consistent with feedback from the face-to-face sessions and intercept 
interviews.  

A detailed review of individual comments was undertaken with key elements further 
investigated and reviewed by the Consultants and Council officers. The final Masterplan and 
Activation Strategy has been prepared and attached for consideration. Refer to Appendix 3 
for information. 

6. Risk Analysis 

If Council does not proceed with the recommendations, it will limit the ability for upgrade and 
asset renewal works. There are a number of grant funding opportunities available for projects 
outlined in the Strategy. Delayed approval of the Strategy will limit the ability for grants to be 
sought.  

7. Options 

Council can resolve to either: 

1. Adopt the Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy, June 2024  

2. Adopt the Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy, June 2024 subject to 
changes 

3. Not adopt the Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy, June 2024 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy 

2.  Lake Caroline Masterplan - Community Consultation outcomes, first round 

3.  Lake Caroline Masterplan - Community Consultation outcomes, second round 
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12.5 MELTON WEIR PARKLAND STRATEGY ADOPTION 

Author: Callum Steele - Senior Open Space Planner 
Presenter: Meagan Merritt - Acting Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

For Council to consider the adoption of the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopt the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy, provide as Appendix 1 to this report. 

Motion 

Crs Shannon/Vandenberg. 

That Council adopt the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy, provided as Appendix 1 to this report.  

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Cr Farrugia 

CARRIED 

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy (Appendix 1) commenced in October 2022. The 
draft strategy provides direction on the future development of the parkland. 
Recommendations for amenity and infrastructure improvements have been provided with 
delivery responsibility outlined in the implementation plan. The objective is to improve access 
and opportunities for passive recreation, increasing visitation and transforming the weir into a 
recreational drawcard for Melton and the broader metropolitan area. 

The development of the strategy involved extensive research and stakeholder engagement 
including two rounds of community consultation. Initial stages of the project involved detailed 
site assessment and background analysis.  

Stakeholders and members of the community were asked to provide feedback on the 
existing use of the Weir and its surroundings, constraints and opportunities, and potential 
future features of the parklands. The feedback from the consultation activities guided the 
development of strategic plans and recommendations contained within the draft strategy.  

A second round of consultation sought feedback on the proposed key actions shown in the 
strategic plans. The feedback from the community was overwhelmingly positive, with an 
average of 84% support for all survey questions. A small number of changes were made to 
the Strategy and plans following the receipt of community feedback.  
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2. Background/Issues 

Background and History 

The study area for the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy extends along the north-western 
interface of the Melton Reservoir from the western edge of the Scenic Botanica residential 
development (193-295 Brooklyn Road, Brookfield) to the southern end of the Weir at the 
Exford Road bridge. Land located within the water body extent and around the weir/dam wall 
is owned and managed by Southern Rural Water. Most of the land along the proposed 
parkland is still under private ownership, with Council owned land located around the Arnolds 
Creek confluence and the recently handed over Toolern Waters Estate at Weir Views. 

The Melton Reservoir Development Strategy, adopted by the Shire of Melton in 2005, 
envisioned Melton Reservoir to be a significant recreational and environmental asset. The 
Development Strategy sought to:  

• Address public access issues through the creation of a key recreation node at the 
Arnolds Creek Confluence; as well create a number of secondary picnic nodes at other 
key road access points.  

• Establish a linear parkland between the Reservoir and future residential development.  

• Enhance the existing Southern Rural Water (SRW) picnic facility off Exford Road.  

Following the creation of the Growth Areas Authority (later known as VPA) in 2005 by the 
State Government under the A Plan for Growth Areas, the Toolern PSP was Gazetted in 
2010. This provided a framework for the development of the land to the north and west of the 
reservoir. The Toolern PSP earmarked a linear open space reserve between the edge of the 
Melton Reservoir and the newly planned development.  

The Melton Weir Committee was created in February 2013 and reinstated prior to the 
commencement of the project to provide a forum for communication between the Reservoir's 
primary stakeholders (including Southern Rural Water and Melbourne Runabout and 
Speedboat Club), community representatives, and Council. The committee has played a 
critical role in the development of the Strategy.  

In July 2022, Council appointed project consultants Fitzgerald Frisby Landscape Architects 
(FFLA) to prepare the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy.  

The project has consisted of five stages: 

Stage 1  Inception:  

Stage 2  Analysis  

Stage 3  Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement #1 

Stage 4  Draft Strategy  

Stage 5 Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement #2 

Stage 6 Final Strategy  

A summary of the development of the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy is as follows: 

• Initial stages of the project involved detailed site assessment and background analysis. 

• Stakeholders and members of the community were then asked to provide feedback on 
the existing use of the weir and its surroundings, constraints and opportunities, and 
potential future features of the parklands.  

• The feedback from the consultation activities guided the development of strategic plans 
and recommendations contained within the draft strategy.  
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• A second round of consultation sought feedback on the proposed key actions shown in 
the strategic plans. The feedback from the community was overwhelmingly positive, 
with an average of 84% support for all survey questions. 

• Following the receipt of community feedback, further changes were made to the 
strategy and contained plans. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.1 A City of 20-minute neighbourhoods. 

4. Financial Considerations 

To date, budget has been provided for the development of the strategy. Funding associated 
with the implementation of actions within the Strategy are being considered as part of 
Councils annual budget process. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

An extensive consultation process was undertaken to develop the Melton Weir Parkland 
Strategy which involved direct engagement with stakeholders and two rounds of community 
consultation.  

Stakeholder engagement 

From the inception of the project, key stakeholders have been involved in informing and 
developing the strategy. This has included internal workshops and working group meetings, 
direct engagement with stakeholders such as Better Boating Victoria and Southern Rural 
Water, and numerous meetings with the Melton Weir Development Committee.  

First round consultation  

The first round of community and stakeholder consultation, undertaken in 2023 sought 
feedback on the existing uses, issues, and opportunities associated with the Melton Weir 
Parkland. Consultation activities included Committee meetings, a face-to-face consultation 
session at the Weir Views linear reserve, an online survey and social media content and a 
resident mailout. In total, 378 responses were received.  

Second round consultation  

The second round of consultation on the Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy was 
undertaken between 19 April to 6 May 2024. Residents and stakeholders were encouraged 
to provide feedback via the following activities and channels: 

• Letters to residents and stakeholder organisations  

• Committee engagement  

• Melton conversations page update and comments page  

• Social media posts  

• Print advertisement to be provided at key locations around the lake.  

• Postcards at key community activity centre locations and local businesses  

• Postcard mailout to local residents  

• Email updates to previous survey respondents as requested.  
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In total, the Melton Conversations page received 588 views, the strategy was downloaded 
174 times, and the survey received 90 responses. 

Community Feedback 

A summary of the outcomes second phase of community consultation is contained at 
(Appendix 2). 

The response received to the second round of consultation feedback was overwhelmingly 
supportive. The survey questions received an average of 84.2% support. The following items 
had particularly strong support: 

• 96% of respondents supported or strongly supported connecting new shared paths within 
the parklands to the surrounding path network. 

• 95% of respondents supported or strongly supported a shared trail connection between 
Brookfield and Weir Views. 

• 93% of respondents supported or strongly supported the construction of 5 viewing 
platforms. 

• 92% of respondents supported or strongly supported a new picnic area at Weir Views 
near the Weir Spillway. 

• 91% of respondents supported or strongly supported two new picnic areas at the Arnolds 
Creek Confluence. 

• 94% of respondents supported or strongly supported the investigation of public toilets at 
the southern end of Clarkes Road. 

All elements within the survey received at least two thirds support. It is however worth 
highlighting that the following elements of the Parkland Strategy that received slightly lower 
levels of support from the community and higher levels of direct written feedback:  

• Four new outdoor gyms; 

• The proposed basketball half court at the end of Rees Road: 

• Interpretive signage incorporating Wurundjeri Woiwurrang and Wadawurrung language; 
and 

• Replacing the existing access road and carpark at the end of Clarkes Road with 
accessible walking tracks. Access to the Pistol Club is to be retained from Hinkler 
Crescent. 

As part of the survey, Council received 44 written submissions in relation to individual 
elements of the strategy and 42 general comments. Most general comments were supportive 
of the strategy, with many respondents wanting even more.  

Written feedback worth noting includes: 

• Concern with loss of access to the bottom of the escarpment at the Arnolds Creek 
Confluence  

• Traffic and parking considerations in relation to accessing the parklands 

• Existing community safety and anti-social behaviour concerns 

• Desire for a fustal court 

• Commentary around the interpretive signage  
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The above concerns have been noted, however the strategy is a high-level document and 
aspects including addressing safety, traffic and parking can only be properly achieved 
through detailed design as the recommendations strategy are investigated and implemented.  

The following changes have however been made to the strategy in response to the 
feedback: 

• Interpretive signage explaining the significance of the weir and it’s surroundings to local 
Aboriginal groups was highly supported in the first round of consultation. The  
suggestion in the draft strategy that the interpretive signage was to be multi-lingual pre-
empted the design and consultation process for the signs. The wording to 
Recommendation P13 has therefore been adjusted to reflect that these signs are to be 
developed collaboration with Wurundjeri Woiwurrung and Wadawurrung Traditional 
Owners. 

• The draft strategy proposed removing vehicular access to the bottom of the 
escarpment at the Arnolds Creek Confluence, to be replaced with accessible paths. 
Concern was raised in relation to loss of accessibility in addition to those concerned 
that they would not be able to carry equipment up the escarpment. Therefore, 
Recommendation A4 has been altered to ‘Review the existing access road car park at 
the end of Clarkes Road and investigate the opportunity for an accessible walking 
tracks…’.  

• There was a request for fustal facilities within the parkland. Therefore, the half-court 
basketball court has been altered to be 'multi-sport' This would allow both basketball 
and fustal facilities to be provided.  

6. Risk Analysis 

If Council does not proceed with the recommendations, it would impede the ability for the 
recommended future improvement works to be implemented in the Weir Parklands as they 
are contingent on the adoption of the strategy. 

7. Options 

Council can resolve to either: 

1. Adopt the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy 

2. Adopt the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy, subject to changes 

3. Not adopt the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Melton Weir Parkland Strategy 

2.  Melton Weir Parkland Strategy, Community Engagement feedback 
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12.6 AMENDMENT C232MELT TO THE MELTON PLANNING SCHEME - TOOLERN 

DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTIONS PLAN REVIEW AND PRECINCT STRUCTURE 

PLAN REFRESH 

Author: Matthew Milbourne - Principal Strategic Planner 
Presenter: Meagan Merritt - Acting Director City Futures  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To provide Council with an update on Planning Scheme Amendment C232 (Toolern Precinct 
Structure Plan and Development Contributions Plan) and seek authorisation to refer the matter to 
an Independent Planning Panel for consideration. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. Request the Minister for Planning establish an Independent Planning Panel to consider the 
submissions received in response to Amendment C232melt in accordance with the Planning 
and Environment Act 1987. 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and resolve any issues that are raised 
during the independent planning panel process.  

3. Consider the recommendations of the Independent Planning Panel at a future Council 
Meeting. 

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Turner. 

That Council: 

1. Request the Minister for Planning establish an Independent Planning Panel to consider the 
submissions received in response to Amendment C232melt in accordance with the Planning 
and Environment Act 1987. 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and resolve any issues that are raised 
during the independent planning panel process.  

3. Consider the recommendations of the Independent Planning Panel at a future Council 
Meeting.  

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 

Cr Ramsey called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED  
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

Precinct Structure Plans (PSPs) are prepared to guide development within the growth areas 
(including land zoned Urban Growth Zone). Development Contribution Plans (DCPs) are 
prepared to identify transport and community infrastructure projects that are required to 
service the growing community and identify the amount of money to be collected to provide 
the infrastructure. 

Amendment C232melt seeks to implement the recommendations of the Toolern 
Development Contributions Plan Review and Precinct Structure Plan Refresh, that was 
prepared by Council in June 2022. The amendment seeks to update the Toolern Precinct 
Structure Plan, July 2011 (amended February 2019), the Toolern Development Contributions 
Plan, July 2011 (amended December 2023), and associated planning scheme ordinance. 
The review was adopted by Council at the Ordinary Council Meeting on 15 August 2022 and 
Council resolved to seek authorisation to prepare and exhibit a Planning Scheme 
Amendment to implement the findings of the review. 

The Toolern Development Contributions Plan Review and Precinct Structure Plan Refresh, 
July 2022 recommended: 

• The Toolern DCP be changed to incorporate new infrastructure projects, delete 
redundant infrastructure projects, incorporate new land areas for infrastructure 
projects, incorporate new land acquisition values for infrastructure projects, incorporate 
new construction costs for infrastructure projects, and the incorporation of functional 
layout plans / road cross-sections / project cost sheets. 

• Minor changes be made to the Toolern PSP. 

• Changes to ordinance within the Melton Planning Scheme to give effect to the changes 
to the Toolern PSP and DCP documents. 

The review of the Toolern PSP and DCP documents found that eleven important transport 
projects identified in the approved Paynes Road and Rockbank Precinct Structure Plans are 
missing from the Toolern DCP (three intersection projects, three road projects, and five 
bridge projects), and three transport projects (one intersection project and two bridge 
projects) are missing from the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre Urban Design 
Framework.  

The review of the Toolern PSP and DCP documents found that transport, and community 
and recreation projects identified for Council to deliver were not informed by a concept 
design or detailed cost assessments. The review has prepared concept designs of the 
infrastructure to be delivered and has had those projects costed. The review found a gap of 
approximately $223 million ($ as of July 2021) between the levies currently being collected, 
and the amount that Council will need to fund land costs and construct the infrastructure. 
This amendment seeks to recover some of the funding gap. 

Amendment C232melt was publicly exhibited from 11 April – 16 May 2024. 34 submissions 
received during the public exhibition period, and it is expected that there will be at least one 
late submission. 

It is recommended that Council request the Minister for Planning establish an independent 
planning panel to consider all submissions received in response to Amendment C232melt in 
accordance with the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 
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2. Background/Issues 

PSP Guidelines prepared by the Victoria Planning Authority state that PSP and DCP 
documents should be reviewed at least every five years to monitor development. 

The Toolern PSP and DCP were prepared by the Growth Areas Authority (now known as the 
Victorian Planning Authority) and gazetted into the Melton Planning Scheme in 2010. 

The Toolern PSP was one of the first PSPs to be prepared in Victoria. It covers an area of 
approximately 2,200 hectares, making it the largest PSP in the State. The Toolern PSP 
allocated land based on a forecast population of 55,000 people in 24,000 dwellings. 

Toolern PSP and DCP Review 

The review of the Toolern PSP and DCP documents was adopted by Council at its Ordinary 
Meeting on 15 August 2022. At this meeting, Council also resolved to seek authorisation to 
prepare and exhibit a Planning Scheme Amendment to implement the findings of the 
assessment (refer to Appendix 1 for the previous Council Minutes). 

The review identified improvements that should be made to the Toolern PSP and DCP 
documents. The review identified the following changes to the documents: 

• The Rockbank PSP and DCP was approved in 2016. The Rockbank DCP includes new 
transport construction projects along Paynes Road (shared boundary with the Toolern 
PSP area) that are 50% apportioned to the Toolern DCP. These projects are not 
currently included in the Toolern DCP and therefore no money is currently being 
collected for these projects in the Toolern DCP. 

• The Paynes Road PSP was approved in 2016. The Paynes Road PSP includes new 
transport construction projects along Mount Cottrell Road (shared boundary with the 
Toolern PSP area) that are 50% apportioned to the Toolern DCP. These projects are 
not currently included in the Toolern DCP and therefore no money is currently being 
collected for these projects from the Toolern DCP. 

• The Toolern (Cobblebank) Major Activity Centre was elevated to a Metropolitan Activity 
Centre in 2017 (Plan Melbourne 2017-2050). The Toolern PSP currently identifies the 
activity centre as a Principal Activity Centre. 

• The Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre Urban Design Framework was adopted 
by Council in December 2019, which identified several transport projects that should be 
added to the Toolern DCP. These projects are not currently identified in the Toolern 
DCP and therefore no money is being collected for these projects in the Toolern DCP. 

• The number of dwellings being delivered and the household size in the PSP area have 
been higher than forecast, resulting in increased demand for community and recreation 
infrastructure. 

• Developers and Council have encountered difficulties in delivering transport projects as 
Functional Layout Plans had not been prepared for the transport network, which has 
resulted in the Toolern PSP and DCP providing insufficient land for transport projects. 

• Developers have reported to Council that the transport project costs have been 
significantly underestimated, as project cost sheets had not been prepared for 
transport projects. 

• Melbourne Water reviewed the Drainage Services Schemes operating in the Toolern 
PSP area and require changes to the amount of land required for drainage. 

Heritage Overlay Schedule 74 – Parklea 

Council Officers engaged Extent Heritage consultants to undertake a review of Heritage 
Overlay Schedule 74 – Parklea, as the house identified in the Statement of Significance 
burnt down in 2014.  
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This report can be found on the Toolern Review webpage on Council’s website. Extent 
Heritage have recommended the following changes to the Toolern PSP and ordinance: 

• Remove Schedule 74 to the Heritage Overlay as the house burnt down in 2014. 

• Add a guideline to the Toolern PSP requiring on-site interpretation of the removed 
place and remaining extant fabric within the Toolern Creek reserve (Toolern Creek 
ford, cobbled driveway, and driveway plantings). 

Community and Recreation Infrastructure 

Council engaged ASR Research to undertake a review of the demographics of the Toolern 
PSP area. This report can be found on the Toolern Review webpage on Council’s website. 
They have recommended the following changes to the Toolern PSP: 

• Increase the number of dwellings in the Toolern PSP from 24,000 to 25,000. 

• Increase the average household size from 2.3 to 2.7 people. 

• Increase the projected population from 55,000 to 68,000 people. 

ASR Research then undertook a review of the community and recreation infrastructure 
based on the changes to the forecast population. This report can be found on the Toolern 
Review webpage on Council’s website. They have recommended the following changes to 
the Toolern PSP and DCP: 

• The size of community centres in the Toolern PSP should be increased in size to 
accommodate the increased population (increase the number of early childhood rooms 
in each of the centres from three rooms to four rooms).  

• Adopt the community centre designs and project cost sheets prepared by HEDE 
Architects into the Toolern DCP.  

• Adopt the VPA’s Benchmark Infrastructure Costs for the construction of Active Open 
Space Reserves.  

• Relocate the non-government primary school shown in Community Hub 3 to 
Community Hub 7.  

• Increase the size of the non-government primary school in Community Hub 2 to 3.0 
hectares (Ha).  

• Decrease the size of the active open space reserve in Community Hub 2 by 0.2 Ha and 
increase the size of the community centre in Community Hub 2 by 0.2 Ha.  

• Decrease the size of the government primary school in Community Hub 5 by 0.2 Ha 
and increase the size of the community centre in Community Hub 5 by 0.2 Ha.  

• Relocate the indoor recreation centre and civic centre from land on the east side of 
Ferris Road to the west side of Ferris Road to sites owned by Melton City Council.  

• Update the names and descriptions of community and recreation infrastructure to be 
consistent with naming and description conventions used in contemporary PSPs and 
DCPs. 

Transport Infrastructure 

Council officers undertook a review of the Rockbank PSP and DCP, and the Paynes Road 
PSP and DCP, which revealed projects that were apportioned to the Toolern DCP, and were 
not listed as projects in the Toolern DCP: 

• Add the missing projects from the Rockbank PSP along Paynes Road to the Toolern 
PSP / DCP (three intersection projects, three road projects, and two bridge projects). 

• Add the missing projects from the Paynes Road PSP along Mount Cottrell Road to the 
Toolern PSP / DCP (three bridge projects). 
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Council officers held a workshop with State Government Agencies that identified the 
following redundant projects that should be deleted from the Toolern PSP and DCP: 

• Delete two road projects and two intersection projects from the Toolern PSP / DCP as 
they are in the future Rockbank South PSP area. 

• Delete two rail line pedestrian underpasses and two pedestrian bridges over the 
Toolern Creek, as they are no longer required. 

Council officers undertook a review of the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre Urban 
Design Framework, December 2019 and the Cobblebank Employment and Mixed-Use Urban 
Design Framework, December 2019 to identify projects that should be added to the Toolern 
PSP and DCP: 

• Add three transport projects from the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre Urban 
Design Framework to the Toolern PSP / DCP (two bridge projects and one intersection 
project). 

Council engaged Cardno (now trading as Stantec) to review the transport infrastructure items 
identified in the Toolern PSP and DCP. Cardno prepared Functional Layout Plans for the 
road network, bridge designs, new road cross-sections, and project cost sheets. This report 
can be found on the Toolern Review webpage on Council’s website. They have 
recommended the following changes to the Toolern PSP and DCP: 

• Incorporate the Functional Layout Plans and Road Cross-Sections into the Toolern 
DCP. These plans have identified additional land is required to deliver the transport 
network. 

• Incorporate the bridge designs prepared by Cardno into the Toolern DCP. 

• Incorporate the transport project cost sheets prepared by Cardno (roads and 
intersections), and Currie and Brown (bridges) into the Toolern DCP. These project 
cost sheets result in changes to most of the transport projects in the Toolern DCP. 

• Update the names and descriptions of transport infrastructure to be consistent with the 
naming and description conventions used in contemporary PSPs and DCPs. 

Land Valuations 

Council engaged Charter Keck Cramer to undertake land valuations for infrastructure 
identified in the Toolern DCP. This report can be found on the Toolern Review webpage on 
Council’s website. The land valuations have been incorporated into the revised Toolern DCP. 

Drainage Infrastructure 

Melbourne Water has provided Council changes to be made to the Drainage Service 
Schemes: 

• Change the location and sizes of drainage assets in the Toolern PSP and DCP to 
reflect the location of assets in Melbourne Water’s revised Drainage Service Schemes. 
This increases the overall amount of land required for drainage in the Toolern PSP 
area. 

• Add a stormwater asset table to the Toolern PSP that identifies the purpose and size of 
each drainage asset. 

Paynes Road PSP 

Council Officers are recommending that the Toolern PSP and DCP be amended to remove 
the Paynes Road PSP area from the Toolern DCP, as money is now being collected through 
the Paynes Road DCP. 
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Additional Changes 

The amendment to the Toolern PSP and DCP documents also includes: 

• Update the references to Melton Shire to Melton City. 

• Removal of obsolete planning controls. 

• Update the references to State Government departments / agencies to reflect their 
current names e.g. the Growth Areas Authority is now the Victorian Planning Authority. 

• Update references to State Government and Council plans and strategies to reflect 
current editions e.g. Melbourne 2030 is now Plan Melbourne 2017-2050. 

• Update terms to be consistent with Plan Melbourne 2017-2050 e.g. the Toolern Major 
Activity Centre is now the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre. 

• Add new suburb / locality names that were introduced in 2017. The Toolern PSP area 
covers four new suburbs – Cobblebank, Strathtulloh, Thornhill Park (part) and Weir 
Views. 

Melton Planning Scheme Ordinance Review 

The amendment seeks to make the following changes to the Melton Planning Scheme: 

Schedule 3 to Clause 37.07 Urban Growth Zone 

The proposed changes include the: 

• Application of the ordinance template as specified by the Minister for Planning in 
Ministerial Direction – the Form and Content of Planning Schemes.  

• Update of references to the Metropolitan Activity Centre.  

• Update of references to State Government Departments and Agencies to reflect their 
current names.  

• Exemption of non-government schools from requiring a planning permit to use land 
identified as a non-government school in the PSP (this is standard practice in 
contemporary PSPs).  

• Introduce a new provision that a permit is required to construct or carry out works 
associated with a non-government school.  

• Increase the shop floor cap area in the Metropolitan Activity Centre from 30,000 sqm to 
70,000 sqm to be consistent with the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre Urban 
Design Framework.  

• Change the requirement for a dwelling in a Commercial 1 Zone to remove the permit 
exemption for a dwelling with a ground floor frontage greater than two metres. 

• Insert a new application requirement for residential subdivision that all applications 
must include a table that sets out the amount of land allocated to proposed uses and 
expected population, dwelling and employment yields.  

• Insert a new application for requirement for all subdivision that creates or changes 
access to a primary or secondary arterial road must be accompanied by a Traffic 
Impact Assessment Report.  

• Insert new guidance on land and home sales signs.  

• Amend the guidance on the display of promotions signs to include community uses 
rather than just education uses. 
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Schedule 3 to Clause 45.06 Development Contributions Plan Overlay 

The proposed changes include: 

• Application of the ordinance template as specified by the Minister for Planning in 
Ministerial Direction – the Form and Content of Planning Schemes. 

• Update of references to State Government Departments and Agencies to reflect their 
current names. 

• Exempt non-government schools and housing provided by or on the behalf of the 
Department of Health and Human Services from paying Development Infrastructure 
Levies as required by the Ministerial Direction – the Form and Content of Planning 
Schemes. 

• Updates to the Development Infrastructure Levies payable for the four charge areas. 

Schedule to Clause 66.04 Referral of Permit Applications Under Local Provisions 

• The proposed changes relocate the referral provisions for land within the Metropolitan 
Activity Centre, within 500 metres of the former Melton Landfill, and within 440 metres 
of Technochem Australia to the relevant State Government Departments and 
Agencies. This content is currently found in Schedule 3 to Clause 37.07 Urban Growth 
Zone. 

Schedule to Clause 72.04 Incorporated Documents 

• Amend the schedule to incorporate the Toolern Precinct Structure Plan, July 2011 
(Amended June 2020) and Toolern Development Contributions Plan, July 2011 
(Amended June 2022). 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.1 A City of 20-minute neighbourhoods. 

4. Financial Considerations 

The Toolern Development Contributions Plan is collecting money to acquire land and 
construct identified transport, and community and recreation infrastructure projects located 
within the Toolern PSP area. 

The current Development Infrastructure Levy specified in Schedule 3 to Clause 37.07 
Development Contributions Plan is collecting approximately $374.8 million (June 2021 
dollars) for land acquisition and construction. 

The updated land acquisition costs and construction costs attributable to the Toolern PSP 
area total approximately $598 million, resulting in a funding gap of approximately $223.2 
million. The proposed amendment seeks to ensure that some of the $223.2 million gap can 
be recovered through an amended Development Infrastructure Levy. 

Council is required to pay the statutory fees associated with the amendment process 
including the cost of an independent planning panel where costs will be incurred for the 
panel hearing, Council legal representation and Council’s expert witnesses (planning expert, 
economic expert, community infrastructure expert, and transport expert). 

The costs associated with planning scheme amendments are covered by the recurrent 
budget of City Strategy, and Legal and Governance. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Public Exhibition 

Amendment C231 was exhibited from 11 April – 16 May 2024 and involved letters giving 
notice to affected landowners and occupiers of the affected properties, relevant State 
government bodies and agencies and prescribed Ministers. 

15,368 letters were sent to landowners and occupiers within the Toolern PSP area, the 
adjoining Paynes Road PSP area, and adjoining land.  Each of the letters included an 
Explanatory Report (Appendix 2) and a brochure that explained the amendment. 

Notices were also placed: 

• In local newspapers, the Melton and Moorabool Star Weekly and Brimbank and 
Northwest Star Weekly. 

• In the Government Gazette. 

• On the Department of Transport and Planning’s website. 

• On Council’s website. 

Submissions 

A total of 34 submissions were received in response to the amendment. The submissions 
and the submission table including a detailed summary of the submissions, and Council’s 
response can be found at Appendix 3. 

Following public exhibition, Council officers contacted submitters who sought clarification on 
issues and the process going forward. 

A summary of the issues raised through submissions to be considered by a Planning Panel 
are detailed below: 

Submissions regarding the Development Infrastructure Levy (DIL) 

• Submitters object to the increase to the DIL. 

• There is a lack of justification on how the increase to the DIL was derived. 

• The increase to the DIL impacts the viability of development. 

• It is inequitable that some landowners pay low DIL rates, and some landowners will 
pay a higher DIL rate. 

• Council should have reviewed the Toolern DCP earlier so the DIL could have been 
shared more equitably. 

Submissions regarding Housing Affordability 

• The increase to the DIL will erode housing affordability. 

• Higher residential densities should be permitted to offset the increase to the DIL. 

• The increase to the DIL will negatively impact the delivery of housing. 

• The increase to the DIL will negatively impact housing diversity. 

• Council should work more cooperatively with developers to release more housing. 

Submissions regarding Drainage 

• Some developers referenced problems with drainage in the eastern part of the Toolern 
PSP area.  The absence of a drainage outfall in this area has delayed the issuing of 
planning permits for development. 

• Melbourne Water requested some minor changes to the size and location of drainage 
assets in the Toolern PSP, which can be easily accommodated. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 24 JUNE 2024 

Page 474 

Submissions regarding Infrastructure 

• The increase to construction costs for many projects are excessive. 

Transport Infrastructure 

• Concern raised about the large number of bridges in the Toolern PSP area. 

• Bridge 4 – Pedestrian Bridge over the Toolern Creek be removed from the DCP. 

• Bridge 16 – East Road Rail Overpass be removed from the DCP and paid by the 
Growth Area Infrastructure Charge (GAIC). 

• Bridge 19 – Mount Cottrell Road Freeway Interchange be removed from the DCP and 
paid by GAIC. 

• Land required for Bridge 19 – Mount Cottrell Road Freeway Interchange should be 
subject to a Public Acquisition Overlay. 

New Transport Infrastructure Projects 

• Intersection 13 should be amended to include a southern leg. 

• Road 17 should be extended south on Intersection 5 to the Toolern PSP boundary. 

• Some local roads in the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre should be funded by 
the DCP. 

• A link should be provided to the Parwan PSP located in the Shire of Moorabool. 

Community and Recreation Infrastructure  

• The size of community centres was questioned. 

• Request to add non-government school requirements and guidelines in the PSP. 

• Request the inclusion of a building and works provision for non-government schools in 
Schedule 3 to the Urban Growth Zone. 

• Request to change the passive open space contribution wording the Toolern PSP. 

• The future private hospital should be exempted from paying the DIL. 

Submissions regarding the Future Urban Structure 

• The Future Urban Structure (FUS) should be amended to show the spatial 
arrangement of land uses approved in planning permits. 

• Concern that the FUS lacks detail shown in estate masterplans. 

Submissions regarding Activity Centres 

• The inclusion and impact of the Metropolitan Activity Centre on the Ferris Road 
Neighbourhood Activity Centre (NAC) is questioned. 

• The size of the Ferris Road NAC was questioned (with recommendations that it be 
increased and decreased). 

• Concern the Thornhill Park estate in the Paynes Road PSP does not have a shopping 
centre. 

Submissions regarding Employment and Amenity 

• Concern that the amendment decreases employment land. 

• It was suggested that the referral mechanism to the Environment Protection Authority 
could be best achieved through the application of the Buffer Area Overlay. 
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Other Matters 

• Concern that the creation of the PSP was not informed by an Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Impact Assessment or a Cultural Vales Assessment. 

• Request that the Cobblebank Metropolitan Activity Centre Urban Design Framework be 
reviewed. 

Council officers will continue to work with the submitters with a view to resolve as many 
submissions as possible prior to the Directions Hearing that is pre-set for late July 2024 and 
the Planning Panel that is pre-set for early August 2024. 

Any late submissions received will be referred to the planning panel. 

6. Risk Analysis 

Proceeding with an independent planning panel will provide submitters the opportunity to be  

heard by an independent third party and for Council to present their position on the issues to 
the panel.  

Should Council choose to abandon the amendment, it would expose Council to significant 
shortfalls in funding for essential infrastructure required to service the development occurring 
in the Toolern PSP area. 

7. Options 

Council can resolve to either: 

1. Request the Minister for Planning establish an Independent Planning Panel to consider 
all submissions received in response to Amendment C232melt in accordance with the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 and authorise Officers to negotiate and resolve 
issues that are raised during the independent planning panel process prior to 
Amendment C232melt being reported back to Council for consideration. 

2. Abandon Amendment C232melt to the Melton Planning Scheme. 

 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Council - 15 August 2022 

2.  Amendment C232melt Explanatory Report (undated) 

3.  Amendment C232melt Submission Response Table (undated) 
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12.7 COMMUNITY BUS HIRE REVIEW 

Author: Samantha Sales - Wellness and Engagement Coordinator 
Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To seek Council endorsement to transition its support of Community Transport Hire Service from a 
service delivery model to a service support model that mitigates ongoing risks to Council and 
continues to support community groups requiring bus hire. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. Note the findings of the review of Council’s Community Transport Service – Hire of Council 
buses to Community. 

2. Endorse the transitioning of the Community Transport Service from a direct service delivery 
model to a community service support model to mitigate ongoing risks to Council. 

3. Endorse an 18-month trial of the service support model with a new funding stream within the 
Community Grants Program to support community groups requiring bus hire for their 
programs and activities. 

4. Endorses a report to be presented to Council which includes evaluation of the user 
experience of the service support model following completion of the first 12 months of the 
trial. 

Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 

That Council request officers: 

1. Propose a budget and report to Council for the purchase, modification and management of a 
bus outside of Council’s lease plan contract; and 

2. Establish new policies and procedures including risk management framework to continue to 
be able to deliver a service hiring Council buses for community use.  

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Ramsey, Shannon and Vandenberg 

Against: Crs Majdlik, Turner 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The hire of Council buses for community is currently available to eligible community groups 
and not-for-profit organisations to support their community group activities.  
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A review has been undertaken to determine the future of this service to ensure compliance 
with updated Safe Transport Victoria (STV) requirements and best practice standards and 
service supports across the sector.   

The primary function of Council’s Community Transport service is designed to support 
eligible residents with health and mobility challenges to access a range of Commonwealth 
and State funded programs and services. Hiring Council buses for community groups has 
been a historical service that in recent years has had minimal usage. Due to the 
requirements for Council to manage a service including the risk management and 
compliance framework with external drivers to the organisation driving Council buses, it is 
not considered a core service to Council to continue to provide. 

Market sounding has identified a number of alternatives that community groups should this 
service be required can access. These services are cost effective and managed with the 
appropriate policies, procedures, resources and risk management frameworks in place to 
support the community. 

As there has been very limited usage of the service in recent years, it is proposed that 
Council support groups that may wish to access bus hire for specific activities (financially 
through grants programs) as opposed to directly deliver the full service.  

2. Background/Issues 

Council’s Community Transport service consists of two key areas:   

1. Community Transport Service  

This service includes 5 designated buses to provide transport options for Commonwealth 
Home Support Programme (CHSP) and Home and Community Care Program for Young 
People (HACC PYP) eligible residents who have health and mobility challenges to facilitate 
their access to health and social programs.  

2. Community Bus Service – Hire of Council buses to Community  

Includes three (3) 12-seater buses available to hire to eligible community groups and not-for-
profit organisations for community to support their own private activities. Council currently 
has 3 registered community group users that use the service.   

Internal departments access the buses to deliver a range of programs and services, 
including Young Communities, Vacation Care, City Strategy and Healthy Connected 
Communities.   

The Hiring of Council Buses to Community has been provided to community groups for over 
30 years. The service has had numerous changes during this time, however the additional 
external requirements impacting this service that have been recently introduced have been 
more significant. 

The community bus service was a registered user under Safe Transport Victoria (STV) 
guidelines, however in March 2022, all registered users were transitioned to accredited user 
status. A deadline of March 2023 was provided to ensure all compliance requirements were 
in place to meet the accreditation requirements. At the time, if Council was to continue this 
service in the future, the community groups would be limited to supporting small groups with 
11 attendees or under and them providing a driver. For any bus usage in the future, if seating 
capacity exceeds 12 seats, a larger bus is required and an endorsed heavy rigid licence for 
the community groups driver. The cost to community groups for this is $76 to achieve 
accreditation and an annual fee of $35. Seating capacity of 24 and over would require annual 
individual driver accreditation and a medical check, the application for annual individual 
driver accreditation is at an initial cost of $76.30 and annual renewal of $34.00.  

Due to these changes, a review was required to determine the ongoing provision of the 
Hiring of Council buses to community and the risk to Council in continuing.  
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The community bus service was a registered user under Safe Transport Victoria (STV)  

The review has now been completed with a summary of the review outcomes provided 
below:   

Methodology of Review  

The review has included benchmarking, consideration of insurance compliances, risks, 
Safe Transport Victoria, and Lease Plan requirements to finalise a proposed 
recommendation for the future of this service to ensure compliance with Safe Transport 
Victoria (STV) requirements and best practice standards. 

The review also analysed key data including usage and reported issues.  

Review Findings 

Below is a comparison of current services together with findings of the review. 

Findings indicate that there is minimal utilisation of the service at present, however there are 
several risks inherent in continuing this service with new guidelines.   

   

Current   Review findings to date   

Community Bus Service Access Policy   
Review date: 21 August 2023   

Based on benchmarking across 
Councils, external community bus hire is 
not considered a core Council 
business.   

Community Bus Access Guidelines – 
Handbook for Community Bus Users   

Council fleet is in the process of 
transitioning to Lease Plan. Once this 
occurs, sublet to community bus users 
will not be available under a leasing 
option. Council will need to buy outright 
a new bus fleet.    

Investigated the requirement for driver 
accreditation (commercial passenger 
vehicles) through Safe Transport Victoria 
(STV)   

Following investigation, individual driver 
accreditation is not required however 
Council is required to be compliant with 
Safe Transport Victoria (STV) 
accreditation. 

Currently, there are three (3) registered 
users for community bus hire.  
STV accreditation compliance 
requirement stipulates that any registered 
users would need to be incorporated 
users in the future.  

Minimal impact if community bus hire is 
discontinued due to: 

• low number of registered users 

• other specialised bus hire services 
available within the municipality 

Subsidised, endorsed fees in place for 
2023-24 for Community Bus Hire   

Opportunities to support community 
users to access bus hire through 
provision of community grants.  

Bus utilisation pre-COVID: March 2019 – 
March 2020 

23 groups, total use = 89 times during this 
period.  

Important to note: 8 of these groups were 
schools and under STV changes, we are 
not permitted to hire.  

Bus utilisation post-COVID: March 2023 – 
October 2023  

3 groups, total use = 5 times during this 
period.  
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LeasePlan Contract 

Council has a contractual arrangement for all vehicles to be sourced through LeasePlan. 

The contract states that subletting to external groups including community bus users is not 
permitted.    

The buses utilised by the Community Bus hire service were purchased in 2015 and are 
required to be replaced due to the age of the vehicles and non-compliance with the 5 STAR 
ANCAP safety rating, and therefore non-compliance with Council’s Vehicle Policy. 

To continue this service, a new bus will be required to be purchase  outside of the LeasePlan 
contract, the estimated costs associated with this are: 

• vehicle - $75,396 incl. GST 

• on road costs - $2,670 

• annual registration - $819.70 

• additional costs for insurance, maintenance and servicing 

Other Operators in the City of Melton 

There are several private operators that provide bus for hire services in and around the City 
of Melton. The average cost of hiring a bus for a day / excursion is between $170 to $400 
pending usage with bonds insurance included etc. This opposed to hiring a Council bus at 
the current user fee of, up to 5 hours $31.40, daily $62.80, overnight use per night $149.30 
and bond per booking $199.80. This cost does not include the resources required to manage 
the hire. Hire through a private bus hire organisation is fully supported with the appropriate 
policy, procedures and risk management frameworks to support and protect the hirer.  

Opportunities to Support Community  

It is proposed that Council’s role pivot from a direct service provider of buses for adhoc 
community usage to a support, facilitate role for the few requests received. Council can 
support community groups financially that require adhoc usage of a bus for community 
programming or activities through its new Community Grants Program.  

Access to Councils community grants program has been enhanced with the the new Grants 
program recently launched. Under the new program, community groups can apply for usage 
ongoing as opposed to there being two rounds per year.  Each group can apply for up to $5K 
per project or $10K per financial year. There is also the option of exploring an auspice 
arrangement (see Appendix 1: Auspice Information). 

Through the Community Grants Program, groups have the option to apply at any time within 
the financial year. For example, if a community group is seeking bus transport for its group 
for four excursions a year, they would apply for a specified amount to cover their 
requirements for that financial year. 

To better support our community in accessing of hiring buses through Specialised Providers 
there is the opportunity to establish a simplified and specific grant stream dedicated to 
Community Bus Hire. This Community Bus Hire grant stream could be a piloted for 12 
months similar to the Fair Go Youth Fund that Council piloted and now has a dedicated 
stream in the grants program ongoing.   

An Officer with responsibility for Community Grants can provide guidance and support to 
meet with interested groups to support them through grant process.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.4 A City that promotes positive public health and wellbeing outcomes to our community 
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4. Financial Considerations 

The provision of the Bus for Community hire service is currently at 100% cost to Council. The 
three 12-seater community buses that are currently Council assets is due to change  as they 
transition to LeasePlan ownership and management due to the age of the vehicles and non-
compliance with the 5 STAR ANCAP safety rating, and therefore non-compliance with 
Council’s Vehicle Policy. 

The community buses could be reduced from three to one based on current utilisation 
providing Council savings in ongoing ownership and operational costs.  

Should the discontinuation of external hiring of buses occur, there would be a reduction of 
$60K in the operating budget.  

Cost Comparison 

Fee Schedule (as per Community Bus Service User Guide 2023) 

Registered users are required to pay a fee per bus for each booking. These fees are 

determined as part of Council’s budgetary process. 

The planned 2024 – 2025 user fee schedule is as follows:  

Fee Name Usage - Planned FEE 

Standard Fees 

Registered User Group fee per bus per 

booking 

Up to 5hrs - $35 

Daily use - $68.50 

Overnight (per night) $164 

Bond per booking Usage Bond (5 hrs or Daily) $218 

Non-compliance Charges 

Bus returned with fuel not replaced Replacement fuel and $55.50 administration fee 

Late cancellation (less than 48hrs 

notice) 

Payment of the full scheduled booking fee for 

that booking 

“At fault” accident insurance excess $600.00 

Internal and external damage to the bus All associated repair costs not covered by 

insurance  

There is an opportunity as stated in the body of the report to support community groups 
financially with adhoc bus hire usage through Council’s community grants program. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Officers advised all registered users that the community bus hire service was undertaking a 
review due to: 

• Changes to driver accreditation requirements from Safe Transport Victoria (STV) – in 
July 2023 

• Vehicle replacement in line with Council’s LeasePlan contract – in October 2023 

Should Council discontinue the hiring of Council buses to community, Officers will ensure 
that the three registered users are informed and that those that contact Council in the future 
are provided with options for hire including financial supports available. 
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6. Risk Analysis 

The Risk Assessment (see Appendix 2) identified that risks are financial, regulatory, 
reputational, health and safety, and operational impacts.  

Council is not a specialised vehicle hire company hence has limited driver controls, policies 
and procedures, and safety management practices in place to manage external hirers. This 
further highlights increased reputational risks and safety obligations. 

The current age of the community bus fleet and non-compliance with the 5 STAR ANCAP 
safety rating means that they are non-compliant with Council’s Vehicle Policy 

The identified risks are ones that private vehicle hire organisations are established to 
manage due to the nature of their operations.  

7. Options 

Council has the option to: 

1. Endorse the recommendations of this report; or 

2. Not endorse the recommendations of this report which will require: 

• Additional financial cost for the purchase, modification, and management of a bus 
outside of Council’s LeasePlan contract. 

• Establishment of new policies and procedures including risk management 
framework to continue to be able to deliver a service hiring Council buses for 
community use 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Auspice Information 

2.  Risk Assessment - Community Bus Hiring to External User Groups 
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12.8 INSTRUMENT OF APPOINTMENT AND AUTHORISATION - PLANNING AND 

ENVIRONMENT ACT 1987 

Author: Renee Hodgson - Senior Coordinator Governance 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To appoint authorised officers under section 147(4) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 for 
the purposes and regulations made under that Act. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

In the exercise of the powers conferred by 147(4) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and 
the other legislation referred to in the attached Instrument of Appointment and Authorisation (the 
Instrument), Melton City Council resolves that:  

1. The Instrument authorised by Council on 10 May 2021 be revoked. 

2. The members of Council staff referred to in the Instrument in Appendix 1 be appointed and 
authorised as set out in the Instrument. 

3. The Instrument comes into force immediately after the common seal of Council is affixed to 
the Instrument and remains in force until Council determines to vary or revoke it. 

4. The Instrument be sealed.  

 

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Vandenberg. 

In the exercise of the powers conferred by 147(4) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and 
the other legislation referred to in the attached Instrument of Appointment and Authorisation (the 
Instrument), Melton City Council resolves that:  

1. The Instrument authorised by Council on 10 May 2021 be revoked. 

2. The members of Council staff referred to in the Instrument in Appendix 1 be appointed and 
authorised as set out in the Instrument. 

3. The Instrument comes into force immediately after the common seal of Council is affixed to 
the Instrument and remains in force until Council determines to vary or revoke it. 

4. The Instrument be sealed. 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  
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REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

Council has responsibilities for, and acts under, various pieces of legislation. In order to carry 
out some specific duties, functions and responsibilities authorised officers are required to be 
appointed. This report seeks Council approval for the appointment of authorised officers 
under section 147(4) of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 for the purposes and 
regulations made under that Act. 

2. Background/Issues 

Most legislation under which the Council acts contain powers of sub-delegation. This enables 
the Chief Executive Officer to issue an Instrument of Sub-delegation to Staff given that the 
Council has beforehand resolved to issue an Instrument of Delegation to the CEO. Similarly, 
the CEO can directly appoint ‘authorised officers’ under most legislation. 

The Planning and Environment Act 1987, however, does not contain an express power of 
sub-delegation. Accordingly, delegations under that Act are made by the Council directly to 
staff. Similarly, the appointment of authorised officers for the purposes and regulations made 
under that Act require a Council resolution. 

The attached Instrument reflects the necessary appointment of staff who carry out authorised 
officer responsibilities under the Planning and Environment Act 1987.   

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 
excellence 

6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 

There are no financial implications in making appointments as authorised officers. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 

The Council requires duly appointed authorised officers to carry out a range of duties, 
functions and responsibilities under the Planning and Environment Act 1987. Without these 
appointments, these matters, including a range of enforcement, recovery, and legal 
proceedings, cannot be properly carried out under law. 
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7. Options 

Council has the option to: 

1. Adopt the Officers’ recommendation. 

2. Not adopt the Officers’ recommendation and maintain the current appointments of 
authorised officers made by Council under the Planning and Environment Act 1987 on 
10 May 2021. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Instrument of Appointment and Authourisation - Planning & Environment Act 1987 
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12.9 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MINUTES - 4 JUNE 2024 

Author: Renee Hodgson - Senior Coordinator Governance 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

 
Cr Farrugia departed the Chamber at 8:23pm. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present to Council the confirmed minutes (minutes) of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting 
held on 4 June 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 4 June 2024, 
 provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
 within the minutes. 

 

Motion 

Crs Shannon/Ramsey. 

That Council: 

1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held 4 June 2024, 
 provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
 within the minutes.  

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 9 May 2024 are appended to 
this report as Appendix 1.  

The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 

2. Background/Issues 

The Audit and Risk Committee is established by the Council pursuant to Section 53 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  
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The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance 
reporting, Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and 
oversee the internal and external audit function.  

The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 for matters that 
the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 
excellence 

6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 

Any and all financial considerations are set out within the reports and minutes of the Audit 
and Risk Committee. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 

A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 

Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 

7. Options 

Council has the option to provide any feedback or direction to the Audit and Risk Committee 
it feels is appropriate on the discharge of the Committee’s responsibilities under the Audit 
and Risk Committee Charter. 

The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Confirmed Audit and Risk Committee Meeting Minutes - 4 June 2024 
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12.10 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 

Author: Vanja Zdjelar - Governance Officer 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

 
Cr Farrugia returned to the Chamber at 8:25pm. 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meeting yet to be considered by 
Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meeting, provided as 
Appendix 1 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 

1. Policy Review Panel – 6 June 2024 

 

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Turner. 

That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meeting, provided as 
Appendix 1 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 

1. Policy Review Panel – 6 June 2024 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the 
power to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of 
the 2020 Act.   

The minutes of the Advisory Committee attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meeting, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 

The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 

An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
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All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 

Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2023/24 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 2 and 27 November 2023. 

The minutes of the following Advisory Committee, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meeting detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 

The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 

1.  Policy Review Panel 06 June 2024 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 
excellence 

6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 

Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 

With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 

It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 

Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 
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LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Policy Review Panel Minutes dated 6 June 2024 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Cr Abboushi departed the Chamber at 8:29pm and returned to the Chamber at 8:33pm. 

Reports received from Crs Abboushi, Turner, Vandenberg, Ramsey, Shannon, Farrugia and Mayor 
Majdlik.
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10. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 920 (CR SHANNON) - PREVENTION AND DIVERSIONARY 

PROGRAMS 

Councillor: Julie Shannon   
 

NOTICE: 

That Council write to relevant Victorian Government Ministers and opposition ministers  
advocating for: 

1. Increased funding and support for evidence-based prevention and diversionary programs to 
address youth involvement in crime, particularly the use of edged weapons. 

2. Enhanced community safety, including measures in relation to the monitoring of young 
offenders and evidence-based rehabilitation programs.  

Motion 

Crs Shannon/Ramsey. 

That Council write to relevant Victorian Government Ministers and opposition ministers  
advocating for: 

1. Increased funding and support for evidence-based prevention and diversionary programs to 
address youth involvement in crime, particularly the use of edged weapons in the City of 
Melton. 

2. Enhanced community safety, including measures in relation to the monitoring of young 
offenders and evidence-based rehabilitation programs.  

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 921 (CR SHANNON) - SHORT TERM EMERGENCY 

ACCOMMODATION 

Councillor: Julie Shannon   
 

NOTICE: 

That Council request officers provide a report to Council regarding accommodation services 
available in the City of Melton for people experiencing homelessness, including those with a pet or 
pets, outlining the existing role of providing homeless support services including all levels of 
Government and supporting agencies, and any opportunities identified through the report that 
require further feasibility analysis to be referred to the 2025/26 Council budget process. 

 

Motion 

Crs Shannon/Ramsey. 

That Council request officers provide a report to Council regarding accommodation services 
available in the City of Melton for people experiencing homelessness, including those with a pet or 
pets, outlining the existing role of providing homeless support services including all levels of 
Government and supporting agencies, and any opportunities identified through the report that 
require further feasibility analysis to be referred to the 2025/26 Council budget process. 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 922 (CR RAMSEY) - RECLASSIFICATION OF FERRIS 

ROAD 

Councillor: Sophie Ramsey  
 

Cr Vandenberg departed the Chamber at 8:50pm. 
 

NOTICE: 

That Council write to the Treasurer of Victoria and relevant Victorian Government ministers, 
seeking the declaration and duplication of Ferris Road, between Bridge Road and the Western 
Highway, inclusive of the proposed single lane bridge over the rail corridor and Western Highway 
interchange, as a matter of urgency. 

 

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Turner. 

That Council write to the Treasurer of Victoria and relevant Victorian Government ministers, 
seeking the declaration and duplication of Ferris Road, between Bridge Road and the Western 
Highway, inclusive of the proposed single lane bridge over the rail corridor and Western Highway 
interchange, as a matter of urgency. 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Carli, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon and Turner 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED 

 

Cr Ramsey called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon and Turner 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED  
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 923 (CR TURNER) - CAR PARKING AT COBBLEBANK, 
ROCKBANK AND CAROLINE SPRINGS TRAIN STATIONS 

Councillor: Bob Turner  
 

Cr Vandenberg returned to the Chamber at 8:53pm. 

 

NOTICE: 

That Council write to the Victorian Minister for Public Transport, the Victorian Minister for Transport 
Infrastructure, and the Chief Executive of VicTrack, with copies to local members, to: 

1. Advise of Council’s and the communities concerns with the lack of sufficient car parking 
provision at the Cobblebank, Rockbank and Caroline Springs train stations which is 
impacting public transport users and local community amenity. 

2. Request an urgent investigation into the provision of car parking at the Cobblebank, 
Rockbank and Caroline Springs train stations and consider opportunities to increase car 
parking supply. 

3. Seek a commitment from the Victorian Government to provide new, high quality bus routes 
from growth areas including Thornhill Park, Rockbank, Mt Atkinson, Deanside and Aintree, 
with connections to the train stations at Cobblebank, Rockbank and Caroline Springs. 

 

Motion 

Crs Turner/Farrugia. 

That Council write to the Victorian Minister for Public Transport, the Victorian Minister for Transport 
Infrastructure, and the Chief Executive of VicTrack, with copies to local members, to: 

1. Advise of Council’s and the communities concerns with the lack of sufficient car parking 
provision at the Cobblebank, Rockbank and Caroline Springs train stations which is 
impacting public transport users and local community amenity. 

2. Request an urgent investigation into the provision of car parking at the Cobblebank, 
Rockbank and Caroline Springs train stations and consider opportunities to increase car 
parking supply. 

3. Seek a commitment from the Victorian Government to provide new, high quality bus routes 
from growth areas including Thornhill Park, Rockbank, Mt Atkinson, Deanside, Aintree and 
Eynesbury with connections to the train stations at Cobblebank, Rockbank and Caroline 
Springs. 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

CARRIED  
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 Cr Majdlik vacated the Chair and requested Cr Abboushi to take the Chair for the following item. 
 
 Cr Abboushi assumed the Chair. 
 

14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 924 (CR MAJDLIK) - ROYAL COMMISSION INTO THE 

‘VIOLENCE, ABUSE, NEGLECT AND EXPLOITATION OF PEOPLE WITH A 

DISABILITY.’ 
Councillor: Kathy Majdlik  

NOTICE: 

That Council: 

1. Write to the relevant Federal and State Leaders, Ministers, MP’s and shadow counterparts, 
welcoming and supporting the findings and recommendations outlined in the Final Report of 
the Royal Commission into the Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of people with a 
Disability (Final Report). 

2. Request from the Federal and State Governments how they will implement the 
Recommendations outlined in the Final Report. 

3. Acknowledge all people who live with a Disability and have suffered from Violence, Abuse, 
Neglect and Exploitation, many of whom are still suffering within society. 

4. Encourage continual advocacy for people with a disability to ensure that Violence, Abuse, 
Neglect and Exploitation is eliminated. 

5. Endorse points 1 - 4 of this motion to the next MAV State Council.  

 
Motion 

Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 

That Council: 

1. Write to the relevant Federal and State Leaders, Ministers, MP’s and shadow counterparts, 
welcoming and supporting the findings and recommendations outlined in the Final Report of 
the Royal Commission into the Violence, Abuse, Neglect and Exploitation of people with a 
Disability (Final Report). 

2. Request from the Federal and State Governments how they will implement the 
Recommendations outlined in the Final Report. 

3. Acknowledge all people who live with a Disability and have suffered from Violence, Abuse, 
Neglect and Exploitation, many of whom are still suffering within society. 

4. Encourage continual advocacy for people with a disability to ensure that Violence, Abuse, 
Neglect and Exploitation is eliminated. 

5. Endorse points 1 - 4 of this motion to the next MAV State Council.  

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 
CARRIED  

Mayor Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

The Chair declared the Motion CARRIED  
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Cr Abboushi vacated the Chair and Mayor Majdlik resumed the Chair. 

15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

15.1 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Abboushi 

My question is in relation to the mobile phone towers and telecommunication servicing of 
the Mt Atkinson Estate. Could you please provide an update in relation to how we are 
progressing with this matter and how long do we envisage this process to take? 
 

 

15.2 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Vandenberg 

Can Council advise if there are any plans for interim traffic management measures to be 
put in place at the intersection of Plumpton Road and Taylors Road to increase user 
safety for both pedestrians and road users, in consideration that the power pole has been 
relocated? 
 

 

15.2 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Shannon 

Can I please have information on how many independent fuel companies have applied to 
set up petrol stations in the Melton township over the past three years and if any have 
applied, what reasons were they either denied a permit or why have they decided to not 
set up if they have a permit? 
 

16. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil.
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 

That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 

17.1 Contract No. 24-011 Implementation, Maintenance and Support of an Enterprise 
Resource Planning System 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.2 Contract No. 24-019 - Paths Lighting Improvement Program 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Contract No. 24-028 - Kurunjang Recreation Reserve Synthetic Pitch Renewal 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.4 Contract No. 24-047 End User Computing (EUC) Device Leasing Contract 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.5 CEO Employment and Remuneration Committee Meeting Minutes - 11 June 2024 
and 24/25 Performance Criteria Adoption 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs.  
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Procedural Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Farrugia. 

Recommended Procedural Motion 

That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 

17.1 Contract No. 24-011 Implementation, Maintenance and Support of an Enterprise 
Resource Planning System 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.2 Contract No. 24-019 - Paths Lighting Improvement Program 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Contract No. 24-028 - Kurunjang Recreation Reserve Synthetic Pitch Renewal 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.4 Contract No. 24-047 End User Computing (EUC) Device Leasing Contract 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice the 
Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.5 CEO Employment and Remuneration Committee Meeting Minutes - 11 June 2024 
and 24/25 Performance Criteria Adoption 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

 

For: Crs Abboushi, Farrugia, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: Nil 

Abstained: Nil 

 
CARRIED 
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11. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9:25pm. 

 

 

Confirmed 

Dated this 

 

 

............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 




