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Matthew Milbourne

From:
Sent: Thursday, 16 May 2024 4:23 PM
To: City Support; Matthew Milbourne
Cc:
Subject: Submission to \ Melton Amendment C232melt Toolern Precinct Structure Plan PSP 31 from Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools 

(MACS)
Attachments: MACS Submission to Melton CIty Council Amendment C232melt Toolern PSP May 2024.docx

 
Dear Matthew, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide input to the above Amendment. 
 
Please find attached a copy of MACS’ submission.  
 
Do not hesitate to contact me should you require any clarification. 
 
Regards 
 

 
Senior Planning Officer, Planning, Property and Capital Funding  
 

 

 

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools (MACS)   
228 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne VIC 3002 
PO Box 3, East Melbourne VIC 8002  

T:  
E:   
www.macs.vic.edu.au  
 
(My Work days are Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri.) 
 
I acknowledge the TradiƟonal Owners and Custodians of this land, and I pay my respects to Elders past, present and emerging 
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VPA STANDARD APPROACH FOR NON GOVERNMENT SCHOOL SITES IN 
PRECINCT STRUCTURE PLANS 

The following table outlines the standard approach currently taken by the Victorian Planning Authority (VPA) when 
Precinct Structure Plans (PSPs) show strategically justified non-government school sites. 

Note: This approach may vary over time and/or to reflect the individual characteristics of a Precinct Structure Plan. 

Section Approach MACS 
Response in 
Context of Am 
C232melt  

Background 
Report 

Background Reports will note a situation where a relevant school provider or education 
sector (for example, the Catholic education sector, or the independent schools sector) 
has provided strategic justification for the provision of any relevant non-government 
school sites that are shown in a PSP. 

Unnecessary to 
include as the PSP 
identifies Catholic 
Education as the 
Lead Agency and 
sites are designated 
as “Potential Non-
Government school 
(Catholic)” 

Future Urban 
Structure Plan 

The Future Urban Structure Plan (FUS) will show sites that have been strategically 
justified for non-government schools as “potential non-government school” or “existing 
non-government school”, as appropriate. 
A hatched overlay will be used, with the underlying land use showing through. 
The Future Urban Structure will show the type of school on each site (i.e. Primary, 
Secondary, Special Needs etc.), as appropriate. 

MACS is happy with 
the annotation on the 
PSP maps to identify 
strategically justified 
Catholic Schools as 
“Potential Non-
Government school 
(Catholic)”. 

Vision & 
Objectives 

The following Objectives will be included in PSPs:  

Provide for non-government school site(s) to meet a strategically justified need for 
non-government education in the area. 
 

Amend Section 3 
Vision and Urban 
Structure of the 
Toolern Precinct 
Structure Plan to 
include a statement 
to: 

Provide for non-
government 
school site(s) to 
meet a 
strategically 
justified need for 
non-government 
education in the 
area. 

 

The following Requirements will be included in PSPs:  
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Section Approach MACS 
Response in 
Context of Am 
C232melt  

Requirements 
Where the Responsible Authority is satisfied that land shown as a non-
government school site is unlikely to be used for a non-government school, that 
land may be used for an alternative purpose which is generally consistent with the 
surrounding land uses and the provisions of the zone / applied zone. 

(Note: The following additional guidance on how the Responsible Authority will exercise 
its discretion may be considered for inclusion in PSPs.) 

In order to satisfy the Responsible Authority that a site is unlikely to be used for a 
school, it is necessary to demonstrate that: 

• The application for an alternative use is not premature having regard to the 
extent of development in the surrounding residential area; and  

• The school site is no longer strategically justified having regard to the 
provision of schools in the locality, including land not within the Precinct 
Structure Plan, as appropriate; and 

• The landowner provides the responsible authority with evidence that:  
- Genuine negotiations have been had with a range of educational 

providers regarding the use of the site as a school and the sale of 
the site to the educational provider/s; and 

- The educational provider(s), do not intend to purchase the site, and 
use the site as a school. 

Melbourne 
Archdiocese 
Catholic Schools 
(MACS) requests 
that this requirement 
is included given that 
the site designated 
in Hub 4 for a 
Catholic school has 
not yet been 
purchased. 

Schools and community facilities must be designed to front, and be directly 
accessed from a public street with car parks located away from the main entry. 

This requirement 
does not appear to 
be included 

Any connector road or access street abutting a school must be designed to 
achieve slow vehicle speeds and provide designated pedestrian crossing points 
as required by the Responsible Authority. 

This requirement 
does not appear to 
be included 

Guidelines 
The following Guidelines will be included in PSPs: Consider including 

the following 
Guidelines in Section 
4.4 of the PSP 

Schools should be provided with three street frontages where practicable. Does not appear to 
be included 

The location of key entries to schools and community facilities should allow for 
activation of the street and safe and convenient pedestrian and cyclist access for 
all ages and abilities. 

This is addressed in 
Section 4.4.3 14 th 
bullet point of PSP 

Community facilities, schools, and sports fields which are co-located should be 
designed to maximise efficiencies through the sharing of car parking and other 
complementary infrastructure. 

This is addressed in 
Section 4.4.3 fifth 
and 12th bullet point 
of PSP 

Any educational, community, or civic infrastructure not shown on the Future Urban 
Structure Plan should be located within or proximate to any town centre or 
community hub / the local convenience centre or council community building, as 
appropriate. 

This is addressed in 
Section 4.4.3 11th 
bullet point of PSP 
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Section Approach MACS 
Response in 
Context of Am 
C232melt  

Precinct 
Infrastructure 
Plan (PIP) 

Where the strategic justification for the provision of a non-government school site has 
been demonstrated the PIP will identify the relevant site as being delivered by a non-
government provider. 
The non-government school provider does not have to own the site already, and may 
not proceed to secure the site. The option remains for the site to be developed by other 
providers. 

Pages 18 and 19 of 
PSP identify that a 
total of 15.49 
hectares are set 
aside for non-
government Catholic 
schools. 

Precinct 1 Hub 2 
Property id 146 (3 ha) 

Precinct 3 Hub 4 
Property id 77, 78, 81 
(0.75 ha + 1.46 ha + 
0.35 ha = 2.56 ha) 

Property 35 and 36  

( 9.51 ha + 0.42 ha = 
9.93 ha) 
 

Land Use Budget 
Non-government school sites that are shown in a Greenfield PSP will be excluded from 
the Net Developable Area (NDA). 
This approach will also be applied where ancillary uses (such as places of worship, child 
care centres, kindergartens, and community facilities) are totally integrated within the 
school development. 

The Land Use Budget 
Table at Page 19 of the 
PSP identifies that 15.49 
hectares are excluded 
from the net developable 
area for non-government 
school purposes 

In Greenfields, statutory provisions will be used to remove the need for a planning 
permit to use non-government school sites for the purpose of a school by including the 
following specific provisions in the schedule to the Urban Growth Zone: 
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Section Approach MACS 
Response in 
Context of Am 
C232melt  

Infrastructure 
Contribution 
Plans (ICPs) 

& 

Development 
Contribution 
Plans (DCPs) 

The following text will be used in all DCPs:  

SCHOOLS 
The development of land for a non-government school is exempt from the 
requirement to pay a development infrastructure levy and a community 
infrastructure levy under this Development Contribution Plan.  
 
 

LAND USES EXEMPT FROM CONTRIBUTIONS 
Where land is subdivided or developed for the purpose of a non-government 
school and the use of that land is subsequently for a purpose other than a 
non-government school, the owner of that land must pay to the Collecting Agency 
the development infrastructure levy and where applicable, the community 
infrastructure levy in accordance with the relevant plan. 
  
 

Clause 4 of Schedule 
3 to Clause 45.06 
Development 
Contributions Plan 
Overlay (DCPO3) 
under the heading 
Land or development 
excluded from 
development 
contributions plan at 
bullet point 2 the 
“Use and 
development for a 
non-government  
school.” 
 
Section 2.1.2 Net 
Developable Area 
(NDA) in the DCP 
stipulates that 
schools are exempt 
for the NDA.  
Summary Land Use 
Table at page 23 is 
consistent with the 
PSP 

Other Matters 

Lead Agency Status 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MACS welcomes the 
retention of Catholic 
Education Melbourne as 
the Lead Agency for 
three school sites.  
Considering the more 
recent name change for 
the organisation would 
consideration be given 
to amend the title to 
Melbourne Archdiocese 
Catholic Schools. 
 

Submission 
made in April 
2022 

 
Refer to separate table 
below 
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TOOLERN PRECINCT STRUCTURE PLAN - JULY 2011 (Amended June 2022), Page 19  
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Precinct 1 Hub 2 Property id 146 (3 hectares) 
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Precinct 3 Hub 4 Property id 77, 78, 81 (0.75 ha + 1.46 ha + 0.35 ha = 2.56 ha) 
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Property 35 and 36 ( 9.51 ha + 0.42 ha = 9.93 ha) 
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