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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL HELD        

IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, MELTON CIVIC CENTRE,  
232 HIGH STREET MELTON ON 25 MARCH 2024 AT 7.00PM 

 
 
Present: Cr K Majdlik (Mayor) 

Cr S Abboushi (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr L Carli  
Cr J Farrugia 
C G Kesic 
Cr S Ramsey  

 Cr J Shannon 
Cr B Turner 
Cr A Vandenberg 

 
 
R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
P Leersen, Director Organisational Performance 
T Scoble, Director City Life 
S Romaszko, Director City Futures 
N Whiteside, Director City Delivery 
E Keogh, Head of Governance 
R Hodgson, Senior Coordinator Governance 
V Zdjelar, Governance Officer 
 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Majdlik opened the meeting at 7.04pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil.  

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Nil. 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 26 February 2024 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Carli. 

That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 26 February 2024 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.   

CARRIED 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

CHAPTER 6, RULE 1 OF THE COUNCIL'S GOVERNANCE RULES 

  
 

 

• Monday 26 February 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 4 March 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 18 March 2024 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 26 February 2024, 4 March 2024 
and 18 March 2024 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and 
noted. 

Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Carli. 

That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 26 February 2024, 4 March 2024 
and 18 March 2024 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and 
noted.  

CARRIED 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 26 February 2024 

2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 4 March 2024 

3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - dated 18 March 2024 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 

  
 

 

• The Hon. Kristy McBain MP, Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and 
Territories – Disaster Ready Fund Guidelines released 

• The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government – Local Government Service 
Rates and Charges Minister’s Good Practice Guidelines 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council receive and note the Parliamentarian and Departmental letter received by the Mayor, 
provided as Appendix 1 and 2 to this report: 

1. The Hon. Kristy McBain MP, Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and 
Territories – Disaster Ready Fund Guidelines released 

2. The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government – Local Government Service 
Rates and Charges Minister’s Good Practice Guidelines 

 

Motion 

Crs Turner/Abboushi. 

That Council receive and note the Parliamentarian and Departmental letters received by the 
Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 and 2 to this report: 

1. The Hon. Kristy McBain MP, Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and 
Territories – Disaster Ready Fund Guidelines released 

2. The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government – Local Government Service 
Rates and Charges Minister’s Good Practice Guidelines  

CARRIED 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  The Hon. Kristy McBain MP, Minister for Regional Development, Local Government 
and Territories - dated 30 January 2024 

2.  The Hon. Melissa Horne MP, Minister for Local Government - dated 5 March 2024 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Nil.  

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.     

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Submitter: Burnside Resident 

Question asked of Council Response 

What is Council doing to remove the 
parking of heavy vehicles from the 
residential streets and residential 
premises of the Melton municipality, in 
particular Burnside and Caroline 
Springs? 

Council is aware of the concerns of illegal 
truck parking throughout the municipality and 
on this basis, implemented an ongoing 
monitoring and enforcement program. 

Council Community Safety Officers conduct 
regular patrols, during both business and 
after-hours, to identify illegally parked trucks.  
Council Officers have also met with local 
police who have also conducted a number of 
patrols in known hot-spots.   

Council Officers and police can issue 
infringement notices, however they are 
unable to remove registered trucks from a 
road. 

Submitter: Burnside Resident 

Question asked of Council Response 

What proactive steps have been made 
to address the issue of overgrown 
vegetation and dumped rubbish in the 
Modeina estate? 

As part of Council’s Community Safety 
Programs Council officers undertake ongoing 
proactive monitoring and enforcement 
activities relating to private property.  Any 
property identified to be in breach of the 
Unsightly Property provisions of Council’s 
Local Law, is issued with a Notice to Comply.   

During the fire season Council’s Fire 
Prevention Officer also conducts inspections 
to ensure property owners reduce the fire risk.     

In relation to illegal rubbish dumping, 
Council’s Litter Prevention Officers investigate 
dumping and conduct proactive enforcement 
activities to reduce litter and dumped rubbish. 
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Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question asked of Council Response 

Is Melton City Council impacted by the 
shortfall in developer contributions 
brought about by rising costs and 
changing circumstances between the 
time contributions are applied and the 
infrastructure is delivered? 

Both Council and developers are affected by 
the rising costs of construction and the timing 
aspects of working within development 
contribution processes. 

Council seeks to mitigate this risk by entering 
into Section 173 agreements with developers 
for the delivery of works in a Works-In-Kind 
arrangement, so that assets are received 
instead of contributions, therefore eliminating 
the time factor in each instance. 

 

Submitter: David O’Connor 

Question asked of Council Response 

Given the current economic pressures 
which are adding to operational costs 
for many organisations, how does 
Melton City Council plan to sustain 
services within the municipality whilst 
maintaining a cap on rate increases? 

Council acknowledges the annual rate cap is 
set by the Victorian Government following 
recommendations from the Essential 
Services Commission.  

Therefore, it is important that Council remains 
efficient and continues sound and prudent 
financial management activities that involves 
developing an effective yearly budget, 
undertaking regular service reviews, 
identifying operational efficiencies, advocacy 
to State and Federal government to maintain 
funding, effective maintenance of assets, 
effective management of capital delivery, and 
identifying other revenue generating 
opportunities to lessen the reliance on rates. 

Council reports all financial performance 
through the Audit and Risk Committee 
quarterly including a yearly review of the 10-
year financial plan for financial sustainability 
purposes. 
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Submitter: Amanah Shaikh 

Question asked of Council Response 

Is there insignificant evidence regarding 
the genocide in Palestine right now, 
indicated by the International Court of 
Justice, or insufficient numbers in the 
community in Melton that have called 
upon the Melton City Council for a 
motion to be moved or amended and 
forwarded to local MP’s in solidarity 
with Palestine or even a call for a 
ceasefire? 

At its meeting on 26 February 2024, Melton 
City Council passed a motion acknowledging 
the deep concern and grief some members of 
our community experience as a result of 
international conflicts and also condemned 
any conflict that results in the loss of innocent 
lives.  

This was Council’s statement standing with 
our impacted community members for all 
international conflicts. 

Submitter: Victoria Ramahi 

Question asked of Council Response 

Under the intercultural cities (in which 
Melton City Council is a participant) 
good practice examples of security, 
justice and safety and anti 
discrimination and equality, will the 
council reconsider passing a more 
inclusive motion, detailing the 
Palestinian genocide, as have councils 
of surrounding municipalities, and 
MCC's motion for Ukraine during their 
time of need? 

At its meeting on 26 February 2024, Melton 
City Council passed a motion as a show of 
support for all community members impacted 
by all international conflicts to be inclusive. 
Motions tabled at a Council Meeting are at 
the discretion of Councillors.  

Submitter: Beer 

Question asked of Council Response 

Could we ask the Council Mayor to 
write a letter to the Victorian Premier 
and State Minister for Roads enquiring 
timelines for the upgrade of Hopkins 
Rd? 

The upgrade and duplication of Hopkins 
Road is a key advocacy priority for Council as 
the number of crashes has significantly 
increased over the last five years in line with 
the increases in traffic. The safety of our 
residents is paramount and we are currently 
seeking a meeting with the Minister for 
Transport Infrastructure and the Minister for 
Roads and Road Safety to discuss the 
urgency of Hopkins Road. 

 The upgrade to Hopkins Road is included in 
our State Budget Submission and has been 
raised with local members. 
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Submitter: Beer 

Question asked of Council Response 

Does the Council have a defined traffic 
management plan for Hopkins Rd – 
Grand Boulevard intersection during 
Level Crossing Removal provisions for 
the two side lane exit off Grand 
Boulevard to Hopkins Road? 

The Victorian Government is responsible for 
the delivery of this Level Crossing Removal 
project, and is also responsible for the care 
and management of the intersection of 
Hopkins Road and Grand Boulevard. 

Any further improvements to this intersection 
is a responsibility of the Victorian 
Government that may occur as part of the 
future duplication of Hopkins Road. 

Submitter: Nitin Ahuja 

Question asked of Council Response 

With new estates victims of illegal 
dumping, what steps are being 
undertaken by the council to make 
estate developers accountable 
including the last instance of onsite 
reviews in Mt Atkinson with a view to 
issue appropriate fines? 

Council acknowledges the impact of illegal 
dumping in our city. We have designated 
Litter Prevention Officers to investigate and 
initiate enforcement action to reduce the 
amount of illegal dumping.  

This has resulted in infringement notices 
being issued to offenders, over 3,700 
infringements in the last 12 months, and in a 
number of circumstances, prosecutions which 
have been 66 in the last 12 months. 

Submitter: Nitin Ahuja 

Question asked of Council Response 

With no firm date for duplication of a 
rural grade Hopkins Rd by the state 
government, what steps are the council 
traffic management team undertaking to 
avoid a repeat of instances where 
heavy traffic is default diverted through 
residential streets in Mt Atkinson? 

Council’s Traffic and Transport Team are 
continuing to monitor the road network in and 
around Mt Atkinson and are progressing a 
number of road upgrade projects in the 
broader road network to manage the increase 
in traffic. These include: 

• The Hopkins Road Level Crossing 
Removal to be delivered by the 
Victorian Government, noting 
anticipated to be completed in 2026. 

• The sealing of Troups Road South, 
noting works anticipated to commence 
by the end of this year. 

• Sealing of the unsealed section of Mt 
Cottrell Road, noting scheduled to be 
delivered in the 2024/25 financial year. 
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Submitter: Osama Usuf 

Question asked of Council Response 

In previous answers to public 
questions, Council has reiterated that 
Grand Boulevard extension will be 
completed between March and June 
2024, considering we are towards the 
end of March 2024, can you please 
provide the specific date for its public 
opening? 

Grand Boulevard is being constructed by 
Stockland, the developer of Mt Atkinson and 
Grand View estates.  

We understand from the developer that the 
construction works remain on track for 
completion by the end of June 2024. 

Submitter: Matthew Pearse 

Question asked of Council Response 

What was the response from 
Melbourne Water that Council received 
relating to the public question re 
Thornhill Park wetlands from Februarys 
council meeting public question and 
subsequent article in the Star Weekly 
and will Council officers hold Melbourne 
water accountable to that response? 

Officers met with Melbourne Water 
representatives on 8 March 2024 and raised 
the Thornhill Park wetlands matter. Council 
has made further contact with Melbourne 
Water since this meeting but is yet to receive 
a formal response from Melbourne Water. 

Submitter: Natalie Blackman 

Question asked of Council Response 

What is the Council's stance on the 
importance of a new suburb creation 
process which was last undertaken 10 
years ago given that we are the fastest 
growing Local Government area 
nationally? 

There are no immediate plans to make 
further changes to the boundaries of suburbs.  

Council is undergoing a number of precinct 
structure planning processes to create new 
suburbs to accommodate the cities growth. 

Submitter: Natalie Blackman 

Question asked of Council Response 

Similar to advocacy for essential 
Infrastructure like rail and state roads 
which are not in the scope of local 
government, what advocacy is the 
council doing for ensuring 
communication infrastructure (like 
Mobile and Broadband) are meeting 
standards expected in a developed 
country? 

Whilst Council is not directly responsible for 
the provision of this infrastructure, officers 
work with service providers to locate and 
consider appropriate sites for future mobile 
network infrastructure.  

Council continues to advocate and work 
towards facilitating a solution for mobile 
network infrastructure within our municipality. 
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Submitter: Adam Duggan 

Question asked of Council Response 

Melton Council has constantly failed to 
engage with residents that have 
reached out in regard to the 
humanitarian crisis being experienced 
in the Palestinian community, why has 
the council failed to engage with this 
community and how will they better 
serve them moving forward? 

At its February 2024 Council Meeting, Melton 
City Council recognised that Council’s 
responsibility is in providing good governance 
and services for the wellbeing of the City of 
Melton community and that representation 
regarding international matters is the 
responsibility of international leaders and the 
Federal Government. Given that this is not a 
matter that Council has any direct control 
over, this is a matter best raised with Federal 
representatives. 

Submitter: Adam Duggan 

Question asked of Council Response 

If council fails to engage with residents 
and fails to represent residents and fails 
to justly administrate complaints, what 
recourse do residents have other than 
electing new representation at the 
upcoming elections? 

Melton City Council handles all complaints in 
accordance with its Complaint Handling 
Policy. Complaints made to Councillors are 
overseen by Council’s Head of Governance 
and in this instance, this is what has occurred 
in relation to the matters that you’ve raised. 

Submitter: Girish Khara 

Question asked of Council Response 

Whilst its been 6 months since the last 
proactive pet patrol in Mt Atkinson 
(August 2023), what is the launch date 
for community engagement on 
Council's new dog off leash park 
strategy? 

 A strategic direction relating to dog off leash 
areas in the City is currently being 
considered. The exact timing for completion 
of the strategy is yet to be determined. 

Submitter: Girish Khara 

Question asked of Council Response 

What is the amount of differential rates 
revenue received by the council over 
last 4 years on the commercial land 
earmarked for Mt Atkinson Major Town 
Centre (also known as Westfield) in its 
present vacant state (received) vis its 
built state (potential)? 

 

Under Council’s differential rating structure 
rates for vacant land is charged at 150% of 
the general rate charge and 200% for 
commercial vacant land. 

Council Officers are continuing to work with 
the developer to establish a design 
framework for the Mt Atkinson commercial 
area.  

Given this, any future rates revenue cannot 
be estimated presently. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 25 MARCH 2024 

Page 21 

12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 LAKE CAROLINE DRAFT MASTERPLAN AND ACTIVATION STRATEGY  

Author: Jeanette Simson - Coordinator Open Space Planning 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To consider the Lake Caroline Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy and endorse the Strategy 
for consultation.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council endorse the Lake Caroline Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy, provided as 
Appendix 1 to this report for consultation between 19 April and 6 May 2024.  

Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Farrugia. 

That Council endorse the Lake Caroline Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy, provided as 
Appendix 1 to this report for consultation between 19 April and 6 May 2024.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy (Appendix 1) project commenced in 
October 2022. The Draft Strategy identifies opportunities for future activation and improved 
integration between the lake and adjacent commercial and residential interfaces. A key 
element of the Draft Strategy is the identification of locations for amenity and infrastructure 
upgrades and informal recreation nodes. This Strategy will guide the future use and 
development of the reserve and lake.   

The initial stage of the project involved a detailed site assessment and background analysis. 
Consultation on the existing uses, constraints and opportunities was undertaken. The 
feedback from the consultation activities underpinned the development of the three key 
themes the masterplan identifies: Activation, Ecology and Connection.   

Community consultation on the Draft Strategy is proposed to occur from 19 April through to 6 
May 2024 and will include distribution of a letter, a drop in community session, trader 
engagement activities, social media and supporting material. 

2. Background/Issues 

Background  

Lake Caroline Reserve is one of the largest and most significant passive open spaces within 
the municipality. Located north of Kororoit Creek, it attracts visitors including local residents 
and the wider metropolitan population.  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 25 MARCH 2024 

Page 22 

Lake Caroline is an artificial waterbody and was created as part of the Delfin Caroline 
Springs development of the early 2000s. The reserve and lake is unique in its amenity, 
generosity of open space and ecological value.  

The reserve is 20 years old and elements of the original design such as the boardwalks and 
play equipment are due for renewal in coming years. Currently there are no strategic 
documents to guide the siting, design and delivery of these works.  Water quality has also 
deteriorated, and this has become a significant barrier to use at particular times of the year.   

Significant change has occurred at the interfaces around the reserve since its development 
and there is a need for the reserve and lake to better respond to the changed needs and 
aspirations of the community.   

Active transport routes around the lake and from east to west are indirect and subject to poor 
passive surveillance. This reduces the likelihood of incidental activity, such as walking to the 
shops and reduces the perception of safety for path users.    

In addition, since the recent COVID-19 Pandemic, a number of regular events such as 
markets and celebrations and activities such as paddle-boating around and on the lake 
precinct have ceased. Council and the community are seeking ways to reactivate the lake 
and reserve.  

The development of Lake Caroline Masterplan and Activation Strategy was identified to 
provide a vision and principles to guide the future development and activation of the lake and 
its surrounds. These principles align with the three themes which were drawn from the site 
assessment and community consultation – Ecology, Connections and Activation.  
Consultants were appointed in late 2022 to commence development of this Strategy. 

The project consultants undertook extensive site assessment and a background analysis. 
Councillor visioning workshops were facilitated after which the initial phase of community 
consultation was undertaken. The consultation identified the community’s insights on the 
how the lake and surrounds are used and valued by the community and visitors and 
highlighted issues and opportunities for improvements.  

The summary of community consultation findings set the framework for the development of 
the Draft Strategy recommendations.  

The project consists of five stages:   

 

Stage 1  Site assessment/Background analysis  

Stage 2  Community Consultation #1  

Stage 3  Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy Report  

Stage 4  Community Consultation #2  

Stage 5  Final Masterplan and Activation Strategy Report  

  

The Strategy is now in Draft form and has been endorsed by the Melton Weir Advisory 
Committee, of which a copy of the minutes will be presented at the next Ordinary Meeting of 
Council. 

Officers are seeking input via community consultation on this document. Following 
consultation, the document may be amended to address matters raised through consultation. 
The final document will seek endorsement at a future Council meeting. Details of the 
proposed community consultation activities are referenced in Section 5.  
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2.1 Lake Caroline Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy  

The Draft Strategy provides a vision and principles to guide the future development and 
activation of the lake and its surrounds. These principles align with the three themes which 
were drawn from the site assessment and community consultation – Ecology, Connections 
and Activation.  An overview of the activation and on ground initiatives that respond to these 
principles are summarised below as follows:  

  
Ecology  

Masterplan Principle   

To create thriving ecological zones for the community to engage with, that expand upon and 
connect to existing areas of ecological value.  

 

Key Initiatives   

1. Connect to the northern ecology cascade and wetland system  

2. Lookouts, bird hides and boardwalks  

3. Floating Wetlands  

4. Connect and expand upon Kororoit Creek green link  

5. Enhance and expand southern lake side ecology  
 

Connections  

Masterplan Principle  

To facilitate movement around and across the Lake ensuring safe, direct connections and to 
provide links to the broader community and facilities.  

  

Key Initiatives   

1. Mid-lake crossing to connect the south and west of the Lake  

2. Lighting and amenity along the south-eastern promenade  

3. Shared, slow zone at Lake Street  

4. Revisit the Western Promenade and the connection to Lake Street  

5. New Northern Promenade  

6. Clear signage & wayfinding  
  

Activation  

Masterplan Principle   

To provide a range of flexible spaces to enable the curation of year-round evening, cultural, 
events, festivals and other activities.  
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Key Initiatives   

1. Generous event lawn at the northern end of the Lake  

2. Accessible place for play and connection  

3. Dedicated picnic locations  

4. Expanded decking areas for café activation and events  

5. Shared zone at Lake Street to enable markets and festivals  

6. Viewing areas at key locations around the Lake  

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.1 A City of 20-minute neighbourhoods. 

4. Financial Considerations 

To date, budget has only been provided for the development of the Strategy. Funding 
associated with the implementation of actions within the Strategy would be considered as 
part of Councils yearly budget process. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

5.1 Preliminary consultation   

The first round of community and stakeholder consultation, undertaken in 2023 sought 
feedback on the existing uses, issues, and opportunities associated with Lake Caroline. 

Activities included a Councillor visioning workshop, intercept interviews at CS Square, direct 
trader engagement, a community drop-in session at Caroline Springs Library, an online 
survey and social media content, a pin-drop map and a resident mailout. In total, over 500 
submissions were received from the online and face to face communications.  

 The key findings are summarised below.   

1. Most respondents are at their early 30s to late 40s.  

2. The majority of respondents are female.  

3. Most visitors live within 2km from Lake Caroline Reserve; half of the respondents 
reside in Caroline Springs.  

4. A large majority of respondents travel to Lake Caroline by foot or by car.  

5. Most respondents visit the Lake either daily or weekly.  

6. Most respondent spend 15 mins to 1 hour in Lake Caroline Reserve.  

7. Many respondents come with their children;   

8. Most users currently visit the Lake for exercising; appreciating nature and scenic views; 
and for children's play.  
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This user data aligned with what people most wanted to see at the lake and reserve. Highly 
requested activities included markets, seasonal celebrations and festivals, floating cafes, 
rentable boats and community exercise groups. There was also very strong support for 
provision of improved play facilities and water play activities, a water crossing, floating 
wetlands and lighting on the water. These requests underpin the recommendations in the 
Draft Strategy.  

5.2 Upcoming consultation  

The second round of consultation on the Lake Caroline Draft Masterplan and Activation 
Strategy is scheduled for 2 weeks from 19 April to 6 May 2024. Residents and stakeholders 
will be encouraged to provide feedback via the following activities and channels.   

1. One drop in community information session  

2. Trader engagement  

3. Melton conversations page update and comments page  

4. Social media posts  

5. Print advertisement to be provided at key locations around the lake.  

6. Postcards at key community activity centre locations and local businesses  

7. Postcard mailout to local residents  

8. Email updates to previous survey respondents as requested.  

Following this second consultation period, the project consultants and Council officers will 
review and consider submissions in the development of the final version of the Strategy. 
Officers will then provide a final Masterplan for consideration in June 2024.  

6. Risk Analysis 

If Council does not proceed with the recommendations, planned consultation will not occur 
before the end of the year and would significantly extend the completion date. This may also 
limit the ability for upgrade and asset renewal works to occur as they are all contingent on 
the adoption of the Strategy.  
 

There are a number of grant funding opportunities available for projects outlined in the 
Strategy. Delayed approval of the Strategy will limit the ability for grant funding to be sought 
and allocated to these projects.  

7. Options 

Council has the option to: 

1. Endorse the Lake Caroline Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy for community 
consultation.  

2. Endorse the Lake Caroline Draft Masterplan and Activation Strategy for community 
consultation with changes.  

3. Defer consideration of the Draft Strategy to enable further options to be considered 
prior to community consultation.  

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Draft Lake Caroline Master Plan Activation Strategy 
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12.2 DRAFT MELTON WEIR PARKLAND STRATEGY 

Author: Jeanette Simson - Coordinator Open Space Planning 
Presenter: Sam Romaszko - Director City Futures  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To consider the Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy and endorse the Strategy for consultation. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council endorse the Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy, provided as Appendix 1 to this 
report for consultation between 19 April and 6 May 2024. 

Motion 

Crs Shannon/Ramsey. 

That Council endorse the Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy, provided as Appendix 1 to this 
report for consultation between 19 April and 6 May 2024.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy (Appendix 1) commenced in October 2022. The 
Draft Strategy provides direction on the future development of the parkland. 
Recommendations for amenity and infrastructure improvements have been provided with 
delivery responsibility outlined in the implementation plan. The objective is to improve access 
and opportunities for passive recreation, increasing visitation and transforming the weir into a 
recreational drawcard for Melton and the broader metropolitan area. 

The initial stage of the project involved a detailed site assessment and background analysis. 
Consultation on the existing uses, constraints and opportunities was undertaken. The 
feedback from the consultation activities guided the development of strategic plans and 
recommendations contained within the Strategy.  

Community consultation on the Draft Strategy is proposed to occur from 19 April through to 6 
May 2024 and will include corflutes and posters at key locations around the weir, distribution 
of letters, social media and web content and supporting material.  

2. Background/Issues 

Background and History 

The study area for the Melton Weir Parkland Strategy extends along the north-western 
interface of the Melton Reservoir from the western edge of the Scenic Botanica residential 
development (193-295 Brooklyn Road, Brookfield) to the southern end of the Weir at the 
Exford Road bridge. Land located within the water body extent and around the weir/dam wall 
is owned and managed by Southern Rural Water. The majority of the land along the 
proposed parkland is still under private ownership, with Council owned land located around 
the Arnolds Creek confluence and the recently handed over Toolern Waters Estate.  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 25 MARCH 2024 

Page 111 

The Melton Reservoir Development Strategy, adopted by the Shire of Melton in 2005, 
envisioned Melton Reservoir to be a significant recreational and environmental asset.  

The Development Strategy sought to: 

• Address public access issues through the creation of a key recreation node at the 
Arnolds Creek Confluence; as well create a number of secondary picnic nodes at other 
key road access points.  

• Establish a linear parkland between the Reservoir and future residential development.  

• Enhance the existing Southern Rural Water (SRW) picnic facility off Exford Road. 

Following the creation of the Growth Areas Authority (later known as VPA) by the State 
Government under the 2005 - A Plan for Growth Areas, the Toolern PSP was Gazetted in 
2010. This provided a framework for the development of the land to the north and west of the 
reservoir. The Toolern PSP earmarked a linear open space reserve between the edge of the 
Reservoir and the newly planned development. 

A committee was initially created in February 2013 and reinstated prior to the 
commencement of the project to provide a forum for communication between the Reservoir's 
primary stakeholders (Southern Rural Water and Melbourne Runabout and Speedboat Club) 
and Council. The committee has played a critical role in the development of the Draft 
Strategy.  

In July 2022, Council appointed project consultants to prepare the Melton Weir Parkland 
Strategy. They have since undertaken extensive background research and community, 
stakeholder and Committee engagement. This work has directly informed the development 
of the Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy. 

The project consists of five stages: 

Stage 1 Inception 

Stage 2 Analysis 

Stage 3 Consultation and Stakeholder Engagement 

Stage 4 Draft Strategy 

Stage 5 Final Strategy 

The Strategy is now in Draft form and Officers are seeking input via community consultation 
on this document. Following consultation, the document may be amended to address 
matters raised through consultation. The final document will seek endorsement at a future 
Council meeting. Details of the proposed community consultation activities are referenced on 
Section 5. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.1 A City of 20-minute neighbourhoods. 

4. Financial Considerations 

To date, budget has been provided for the development of the Strategy. Funding associated 
with the implementation of actions within the Strategy will be considered as part of Councils 
annual budget process. 
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5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

5.1 Preliminary consultation  

The first round of community and stakeholder consultation, undertaken in 2023 sought 
feedback on the existing uses, issues, and opportunities associated with the Melton Weir 
Parkland. Activities included Committee meetings, a face to face consultation session at the 
Weir Views linear reserve, an online survey and social media content and a resident mailout. 
In total, 378 responses were received.  

5.2 Upcoming consultation 

The second round of consultation on the Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy is scheduled 
from 19 April to 6 May 2024. Residents and stakeholders will be encouraged to provide 
feedback via the following activities and channels.  

• Letters to residents and stakeholder organisations 

• Committee engagement 

• Melton conversations page update and comments page 

• Social media posts 

• Print advertisement to be provided at key locations around the lake. 

• Postcards at key community activity centre locations and local businesses 

• Postcard mailout to local residents 

• Email updates to previous survey respondents as requested. 

Following this second consultation period, the project consultants and Council officers will 
review and consider submissions in the development of the final version of the Strategy.  

6. Risk Analysis 

If Council does not proceed with the recommendations, planned consultation will not occur 
before the end of the year and would significantly extend the completion date.  
 
Delayed approval of the Strategy will limit the ability for future works to occur as they are 
contingent on the adoption of the Strategy. 

7. Options 

Council has the option to: 

1. Endorse the Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy for community consultation. 

2. Endorse the Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy for community consultation with 

changes. 

3. Defer consideration of the Draft Melton Weir Parkland Strategy to enable further 

options to be considered prior to community consultation. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Melton Weir Parkland Strategy (Draft) 
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12.3 GOVERNANCE RULES 
 

Author: Vanja Zdjelar - Governance Officer 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To seek Council’s approval of the Draft Governance Rules. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council adopt the Draft Governance Rules, provided as Appendix 1. 

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 

That Council adopt the Draft Governance Rules, provided as Appendix 1.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

Council’s Governance Rules (the Rules) are required to comply with Section 60 of the Local 
Government Act 2020 (the Act). The Act stipulates that a Council may amend its 
Governance Rules.  

The current Rules underwent a comprehensive review to assess their alignment with Council 
practices and to identify areas of improvement. The Rules have also had minor changes to 
language throughout the document to strengthen definitions and reduce ambiguity in the 
interpretation of the Rules.  

The Melton City Council Election Period Policy which forms a part of the Rules has also had 
a considerable update to align with current practice in accordance with the Act. 

2. Background/Issues 

Council’s current Governance Rules, adopted by Council on 15 August 2022 provided the 
basis for the revised Governance Rules. 

In reviewing the Rules, officers considered and analysed various sources, including 
Governance Rules from other Councils, such as Hume City Council, and have also taken 
into account recommendations from the Independent Broad-based Anti-corruption 
Commission’s (IBAC) Operation Sandon report. 

Whilst the high-level topics in the updated Rules remain similar, the following notable 
changes have been made: 

Chapter 2 Part A - Introduction 

Section 9.1: Definitions of ‘absolute majority’ ‘disorder’ and ‘quorum’ added. 
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Chapter 2 Part B– Election of Mayor 

The Rules have been strengthened and clarified, specifically providing for each of the 
following possible events: 

• Single Nomination 

• Two or More Nominations and Candidate Elected on First Vote 

• Two Nominations or Two Remaining Candidates and No Candidate Obtaining an 
Absolute Majority on First Vote 

• Three or More Nominations and No Candidate Obtaining Absolute Majority on First 
Vote. 

Chapter 2 Part C, Division 2 –Quorums 

Attendance via Electronic Means retired from this section, as modes of attendance are now 
detailed in Division 14 – Physical and Remote Attendance.  

Section 21 added: Inability to achieve or maintain quorum due to conflicts of interest – 
process from the Act.  

Chapter 2 Part C, Division 4 – Motions and Debate 

Section 29.1 added: A notice of motion must be sent via a Councillor’s Melton email address 
to the Chief Executive Officer by 12 noon six (6) days prior to the Council meeting. 

Section 29.2 added: A notice of motion must call for a Council report if the Motion proposes 
to have an impact on certain criteria outlined in the draft Rules. 

Section 29.3: Rules governing when the Chief Executive Officer may reject any notice of 
motion strengthened and clarified. 

Section 35 added: Agreed alteration to Motion or Amendment Rules added. 

Section 47 added: Debate on Tabled Items added. 

Chapter 2 Part C, Division 6 – Rescission Motions 

Section 52.2 added: Any Councillor proposing a notice of rescission is required to provide 
written justification that must include one or more of the criteria outlined in the draft Rules. 

Chapter 2 Part C, Division 7 – Points of Order 

Section 61 strengthened: Five additional points regarding when a point of order may be 
raised added. 

Chapter 2 Part C, Division 8 – Public Engagement with Council 

Section 62.3 strengthened: The allotted public question times extended to 20 minutes. 

Section 62.4 strengthened: Rules on cut off times for public questions changed to 10am on 
the day of the Council Meeting. 

Section 62.7 strengthened: Clarification on circumstances where questions may be 
disallowed by the Chair or the Chief Executive Officer. 

Section 63 added: Submission Hearings rules added. 
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Chapter 2 Part C, Division 9 – Voting 

Section 71 added: Once a vote on a matter has been taken, no further discussion relating to 
the matter is allowed. 

Section 72 added: If a motion is lost, a similar motion may not be put before Council for at 
least six months from the date that it was last lost, unless Council resolves that the motion be 
re-listed at a future meeting. 

Section 73 added: En bloc voting is not permitted. 

Chapter 2 Part C, Division 10 - Minutes 

Section 78 added: Audiovisual recording of Council Meetings added.  

Chapter 2 Part C, Division 11 – Behaviour 

Section 80.2 added: The Mayor, in accordance with section 19(1)(b) of the Local 
Government Act 2020 may direct a Councillor to leave a Council meeting if the behaviour of 
the Councillor is preventing the Council from conducting its business. 

Chapter 2 Part C, Division 14 – Physical and Remote Attendance 

Section 85 added: Mode of attendance added to include electronic, in-person or a mix as 
specified in notices. Rules on request for electronic attendance strengthened. Rules 
surrounding actions where technical difficulties arise added. 

Chapter 2 Part C, Division 15 – Miscellaneous  

Section 87 strengthened: The CEO holds decision making authority in collaboration with the 
Mayor in regards to a number of rules in this chapter. 

In urgent situations where consulting with the Mayor is not possible, the CEO may 
independently decide on a course of action and promptly inform the Mayor of the decision 
made. 

Chapter 5 – Disclosure of Conflicts of interest 

Rules strengthened throughout chapter. Section 104 added to include information about the 
maintenance of the Conflict of Interest Register. 

Chapter 6 – Election Period Policy 

The Election Period Policy (the Policy) has had a major update to align with the new Policy 
Template. The policy adopts practices outlined in the Local Government Act 2020 and 
focuses on fair and democratic election principles. The policy: 

• Addresses Section 69 of the Act concerning the election period 

• Covers decision-making, resource usage, public consultation, events and 
communications during the election period 

• Addresses Councillor conduct and misuse of position during elections. 

Additional General Updates  

References to speakers standing and Councillors resuming their seat were removed. 
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 
excellence 

6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 

Nil. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions   

The draft Rules were reviewed by the Policy Review Panel on 15 February 2024 which 
resulted in a recommendation to Council to: 

1. Advise its intention to adopt the draft Governance Rules set out at Appendix 1, 
inclusive of changes made by the Panel, and seek submissions in relation to the draft 
by: 

a. Advertising in the Melton & Moorabool Star Weekly and the Brimbank & North 
West Star Weekly; and  

b. Exhibiting a copy of the draft Governance Rules on Council’s website and the 
Melton Conversations Page.  

2. Convene an online meeting to hear from anyone who states in their submission a 
desire to be heard, at 6.00pm on Tuesday 12 March 2024. 

3. Consider a report in relation to any and all submissions and make a final decision in 
relation to the draft Governance Rules at the Council Meeting scheduled for 7.00pm on 
25 March 2024. 

Council received and adopted the recommendations from the Policy Review Panel – 15 
February 2024 Minutes at the 26 February 2024 Scheduled Meeting. 

Pursuant to section 60(4) of the Act, the Draft Rules underwent two weeks of public 
consultation. One response was received which was of positive nature. The respondent 
indicated that the Draft Governance Rules provided good governance for conducting Council 
business. The respondent did not request to be heard on their response, resulting in 
cancellation of the online meeting scheduled at 6:00pm Tuesday 12 March 2024. 

6. Risk Analysis 

Not proceeding with the recommendation to adopt the Governance Rules may risk Council’s 
ability to operate transparently, efficiently, and in accordance with best practice, potentially 
hindering its ability to fulfill its responsibilities. 

7. Options 

Council may: 

1.  Approve the Draft Governance Rules as set out at Appendix 1. 

2.  Approve the Draft Governance Rules with amendments. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Draft Governance Rules - March 2024 
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12.4 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MINUTES - 5 MARCH 2024 

Author: Renee Hodgson - Senior Governance Coordinator 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present to Council the confirmed minutes (minutes) of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting 
held 5 March 2024. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council: 

1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 5 March 2024, 
provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
within the minutes. 

Motion 

Crs Shannon/Carli. 

1. Note the confirmed minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 5 March 2024, 
provided as Appendix 1 to this report. 

2. Adopt the recommendations endorsed or approved by the Audit and Risk Committee, arising 
within the minutes.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

The minutes of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 5 March 2024 are appended 
to this report as Appendix 1.  

The minutes contain recommendations for the consideration of Council. 

2. Background/Issues 

The Audit and Risk Committee is established by the Council pursuant to Section 53 of the 
Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’).  

The primary function and responsibility of the Audit and Risk Committee is to monitor the 
compliance of Council policies and procedures with the Act including any regulations, and 
chiefly, the overarching governance principles, Council’s financial and performance 
reporting, Council’s risk management and fraud prevention systems and controls and 
oversee the internal and external audit function.  

The Audit and Risk Committee makes recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
These recommendations are set out in the minutes attached at Appendix 1 for matters that 
the Audit and Risk Committee considered.  
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance.  

6.3.1 Maintain a high level of transparent, accountable, unbiased and representative 
governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 

Any and all financial considerations are set out within the reports and minutes of the Audit 
and Risk Committee. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Not applicable. 

6. Risk Analysis 

A risk analysis is contained within each report to the Audit and Risk Committee. 

Risks identified by the Audit and Risk Committee and recommendations in relation to same 
should be carefully considered by Council as these represent an independent and forensic 
appraisal of the issues. 

7. Options 

The Audit and Risk Committee is not a delegated committee and operates in an advisory 
capacity to Council, therefore Council has the discretion to accept, reject or amend the 
Committee’s recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Confirmed Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 5 March 2024 
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12.5 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 

Author: Renee Hodgson - Senior Governance Coordinator 
Presenter: Emily Keogh - Head of Governance  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 and 2 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 

1. Disability Advisory Committee – 1 February 2024 

2. Policy Review Panel – 14 March 2024  

 

Motion 

Crs Ramsey/Shannon. 

That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 and 2 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 

1. Disability Advisory Committee – 1 February 2024 

2. Policy Review Panel – 14 March 2024  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 

Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the 
power to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of 
the 2020 Act.   

The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 

The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 

An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    

All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference. The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role. Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
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Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The Councillor representation on Advisory Committees for the 2023/24 municipal 
year was approved by Council at its Scheduled Meetings on 2 and 27 November 2023. 

The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 

The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 

1.  Disability Advisory Committee 1 February 2024 

2.  Policy Review Panel 14 March 2024 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 

The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 

6.  A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 
excellence  

 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 

Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 

With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 

It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 

Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

1.  Disability Advisory Committee Minutes - 1 February 2024 

2.  Policy Review Panel Minutes - 14 March 2024 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports received from Cr Abboushi, Cr Carli, Cr Turner, Cr Vandenberg, Cr Kesic,  
Cr Ramsey, Cr Farrugia, Cr Shannon and Mayor Majdlik. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 913 (CR ABBOUSHI) - ADOPT-A-PARK PROGRAM 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi 
  

NOTICE:  

That Council implements an Adopt-A-Park program to: 

1. Complement community efforts to maintain our parks and gardens and improve the 
environmental resilience of our neighbourhood public spaces through community 
stewardship. 

2. Increase community use of Melton City Council’s open spaces and places and instil further 
pride in neighbourhood public spaces. 

3. Create and promote opportunities for existing and “in-progress” dynamic volunteering groups 
to support and care for parks and open places in the city. 

4. Recognise and enhance the efforts of existing volunteer groups already actively caring for 
City of Melton parks and open places. 

 

Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Carli. 

That prior to the implementation, Council be briefed on an Adopt-A-Park program to: 

1. Complement community efforts to maintain our parks and gardens and improve the 
environmental resilience of our neighbourhood public spaces through community 
stewardship. 

2. Increase community use of Melton City Council’s open spaces and places and instil further 
pride in neighbourhood public spaces. 

3. Create and promote opportunities for existing and “in-progress” dynamic volunteering groups 
to support and care for parks and open places in the city. 

4. Recognise and enhance the efforts of existing volunteer groups already actively caring for 
City of Melton parks and open places. 

5.      Consider any legal implications for the consideration of implementing this action.   

CARRIED 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 914 (CR ABBOUSHI) - SUPPORT FOR CARERS PROGRAM 

Councillor: Steven Abboushi  

NOTICE: 

That Council: 

1. Further advocate for increased Support for Carers Program funding with the State 
Government. 

2. Continue to support and facilitate access for City of Melton residents to organisations 
providing the Support for Carers Program in the City of Melton. 

3. Apply for the Support for Carers program at the next available opportunity that funding is    
available.         

 
Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 

That Council: 

1. Further advocate for increased Support for Carers Program funding with the State 
Government. 

2. Continue to support and facilitate access for City of Melton residents to organisations 
providing the Support for Carers Program in the City of Melton. 

3. Apply for the Support for Carers Program at the next available opportunity that funding is 
available.   

4.      Receive an update from officers on the previous Council Resolution for a Carers Hub.       
 

CARRIED 
Cr Abboushi called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 

For: 

Crs Abboushi, Carli, Farrugia, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 

Against: 

Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

15.1 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 

Can Council get an update regarding our advocacy campaign discussed in the December 
18, 2023 meeting concerning the level crossing removal project and contacting the 
Minister for Transport Infrastructure, The Hon. Danny Pearson, and local Members of 
Parliament, as Ferris Road is about to commence? 

 

15.2 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 

With the overpass especially at Ferris Road being one way either side, is there any 
funding or advocacy that we can do as a Council now? 

 

15.3 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Vandenberg 

Can Council please provide an update on the opening of Conservatory Drive, Deanside? 

 

15.4 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Vandenberg 

Can Council please confirm the amount within the Council budget line allocated for 
developer contributions and the amount utilised within the 2023-2024 financial period? 

 

15.5 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Turner 

Can officers advise what power, if any, a Council has to regulate the price of fuel in our 
City, is there any action we can take as a Council to try to regulate prices, and what 
advocacy action has Council taken in the past, also is there any further action we can 
take? 

 

15.6 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Kesic 

Regarding Melton City Council’s budget surplus from the previous year, can I get 
clarification whether Melton City Council has a surplus of $360 million in liquidity or if 
these funds are tied up in immovable property, footpaths, naturestrips etc? 
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15.7 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Farrugia 

Could you please provide an update on the minaret that’s damaged at the corner of 
Taylors Road and Caroline Springs Boulevard, is there an ETA on when it will be 
completed? 

 

15.8 COUNCILLORS’ QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Abboushi 

Leading on from Cr Kesic’s question regarding developer contributions and our 
commitments, are the developer contributions that Council has on hand committed funds, 
and do they still not meet the demand for the programs that we need now and in the near 
future? 
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16. URGENT BUSINESS 

Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 

That Council admit the Urgent Business Item in relation to a Proposed Purchase of Land to be 
considered as part of Confidential Business. 

CARRIED 
 

Motion 

Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 

That Council admit the Urgent Business Item in relation to the Acknowledgement of the Passing of 
Allan Godfrey. 

CARRIED 
 

Motion 

Crs Majdlik/Kesic. 

That Council: 

1. Acknowledges the passing of Allan Godfrey and his service as a World War II Veteran as 
well as his service to the community and send a letter under seal to his family. 

2. Fly the flag at the Civic Centre at half-mast on the day of Allan’s funeral. 

3. Receive a report from Council officers, considering how Council could commemorate Allan 
Godfrey’s life, service and legacy to community & Country (in consultation with his family). 

 

CARRIED 
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 

That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be 
closed to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 

17.1 Nomination of Community Members for Community Grants Assessment Panel for 
2024 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

17.2 Chief Executive Officer Employment and Remuneration Committee Meeting 
Minutes - 28 February 2024 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 
 

Motion 

Crs Abboushi/Carli. 

That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be 
closed to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 

17.1 Nomination of Community Members for Community Grants Assessment Panel for 
2024 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

17.2 Chief Executive Officer Employment and Remuneration Committee Meeting 
Minutes - 28 February 2024 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result in 
the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs. 

17.3 Proposed Purchase of Land 
(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice 
the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released.  

CARRIED 
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9:00pm.  

 

 

Confirmed 

Dated this 

 

 

............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 


