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Notice is hereby given that the Meeting of the 

Melton City Council will be held in the  
Council Chamber, Civic Centre,  

232 High Street, Melton on  
26 June 2023 at 7.00pm. 

 
 

THIS AGENDA CONTAINS REPORTS TO BE DEALT 
WITH AT A CLOSED MEETING OF COUNCIL 

 
  

 

Roslyn Wai 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 



 

 

Visitors to the Gallery please note: 
Proceedings at Council meetings are controlled by the Chairperson. The 
Chairperson is empowered to enforce the provision of Council’s Governance Rules, 
which includes the following aspects: 

• Members of the public do not have a right to address Council and may only do 
so with the consent of the Chair or by prior arrangement.  

• Any member of the public addressing Council must extend due courtesy and 
respect to Council and the processes under which it operates and must take 
direction from the Chair whenever called on to do so. 

• A member of the public present at a Council meeting must not disrupt the 
meeting. 

• The Chair may order and cause the removal of any person, other than a 
Councillor, who disrupts any meeting or fails to comply with a direction given 
under sub-Rule 67.2. 

• If the Chair is of the opinion that disorder at the Council table or in the gallery 
makes it desirable to adjourn the Council meeting, he or she may adjourn the 
meeting to a later time on the same day or to some later day as he or she 
thinks proper. 

• The Chair may ask the Chief Executive Officer or a member of the Victoria 
Police to remove from the Chamber any person who acts in breach of the 
Governance Rules and whom the Chair has ordered to be removed from the 
gallery under Rule 68. 

• Members of the public in the gallery must not operate recording equipment 
at a Council or Committee Meeting without the prior written consent of Council.  

• Question time is available at every Scheduled Meeting to enable members of 
the public to address questions to Council. All questions must be received by 
the Chief Executive Officer or other person nominated for this purpose no later 
than 12pm on the day of the Scheduled Meeting by submitting questions into 
the receptacle designated for public questions at the Customer Service Desk, 
or via electronic medium as per Council website directions. 

A person must not submit more than two (2) individual questions at a meeting, 
inclusive of all parts and variants as interpreted by the Chairperson or other 
person authorised for this purpose by the Chairperson. 
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1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Chairperson will read the opening prayer and reconciliation statement. 
Prayer 
‘Almighty God we humbly beseech Thee to vouchsafe Thy blessing upon this Council, direct 
and prosper its deliberations to the advancement of Thy glory and the welfare of the people 
whom we serve – Amen.’ 
Reconciliation Statement 
Melton City Council acknowledges that the land it now occupies has a history that began 
with the Indigenous occupants, the Kulin Nation.  Council pays its respects to the Kulin 
Nation people and their Elders and descendants past and present. 
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2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

The Chairperson will call for any apologies received from any Councillors who are unable 
to attend this meeting. 
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3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 
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4. DEPUTATIONS 
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5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Pursuant to Part 6, Division 2 of the Local Government Act 2020 and Council’s Governance 
Rules, Councillors must declare any General Conflict of Interest or Material Conflict of 
Interest they have in any of the matters being considered at this meeting. 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 29 May 2023 be confirmed as a true and correct 
record. 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHAPTER 6, RULE 1 OF THE COUNCIL'S GOVERNANCE RULES 

  
 

 

• Monday 22 May 2023 Summary of Information Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 29 May 2023 Summary of Information Meeting of Councillors 

• Monday 5 June 2023 Summary of Information Meeting of Councillors 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 22 May 2023, 29 May 2023 and 5 
June 2023 provided as Appendices 1 - 3 respectively to this report, be received and noted. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 22 May 2023 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 29 May 2023 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 5 June 2023 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

Nil.  
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

The Chief Executive will table any petitions and/or joint letters received prior to this meeting.  
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10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.  
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11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

12.1 ADOPTION OF MELTON CITY COUNCIL BUDGET 2023/2024 
Author: Natalie Marino - Manager Finance 

Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To endorse the proposed 2023/24 Council Budget. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council, in accordance with Section 94 of the Local Government Act 2020, adopt the 
proposed budget for 2023/24 having considered the details of the 2023/24 recurrent and capital 
budget appended to this report, which includes; 

• Section 1 – Link to the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework 
• Section 2 – Services and service performance indicators 
• Section 3 – Financial Statements 
• Section 4 – Notes to the financial statements 
• Section 5 – Financial performance indicators 
• Section 6 – Schedule of fees and charges 

  
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council’s proposed budget for 2023/24 has been prepared with consideration of 
the community vision and the objectives as set out in the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-
2025 and in accordance with Council’s 10 Year Financial Plan and legislative obligations.  
It seeks to add, enhance, improve and maintain infrastructure within the Melton municipality 
as well as deliver projects and services that are valued and needed by our community.  The 
community has had an opportunity to make budget submissions at the commencement of the 
budget preparation process in November 2022. The proposed budget is presented following 
extensive internal review in consultation with officers and Councillors. 

2. Background/Issues 
Council commenced the budget preparation process for 2023/24 in November 2022. The 
budget has been prepared in line with the 10 Year Financial Plan and gives consideration to 
the growing needs of the community, service delivery demands, and initiatives put forward by 
the community and Councillors.  
The Local Government Act 2020 (‘the Act’) requires that Council prepare a budget for each 
financial year, and that the budget contains the following information: 
• Financial statements in the form and containing the information required by the 

regulations 

• A description of the services and initiatives to be funded in the budget 
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• A statement as to how the services and initiatives will contribute to achieving the strategic 
objectives specified in the Council Plan 

• Major initiatives to be undertaken during the financial year 

• For services to be funded in the budget, the prescribed indicators of service performance 
that are required to be reported against in the performance statement 

• The amount which Council intends to raise by general rates, municipal charges, service 
rates and service charges 

• Whether the general rates will be raised by uniform rate or differential rate and 
information required relating to differential rates; and 

• Any other information required by the regulations. 
Appendix 1 is a full copy of the 2023/24 Council Budget document and includes the proposed 
schedule of fees and charges. 
In preparing the budget, Council has taken into consideration the proposed rates increase, 
operating costs and capital projects and provides detailed information with regard to the major 
impacts for 2023/24. It also provides details about Council’s financial management principles 
to ensure a financially sustainable future. 
Council has revalued all properties in the Melton municipality in accordance with its statutory 
obligations. The value of all properties within the Melton municipality has increased by 10.1% 
based on the Valuer General data. 
The Victorian Government established the Fair Go Rates System (FGRS), which is a 
framework limiting the maximum amount councils may increase rates in a year without seeking 
additional approval. The Minister for Local Government set a rate cap of 3.50% for all Councils 
for the 2023/24 year. Officers sought the full rate cap of 3.50%, with Council approving a 3.25% 
increase which has been applied across all classes of properties. This budget has been 
prepared with the 3.25% rate cap in expanding its facilities while continuing to deliver high 
quality services to the community. 
Council’s total revenue from general rates and charges revenue will increase to $178.7 million. 
This level of rate income will ensure Council is able to continue to deliver a high level of 
services and infrastructure to the community as well as assist in delivering a capital works 
program of $114.4 million which will enable Council to respond to the growth in demand across 
the municipality. 
The adjusted underlying result, which is a measure of financial sustainability, shows steady 
improvement over the four financial years from 2023/24 to 2026/27 inclusive. 
The budget contains operating income of $608.9 million and operating expenditure of $239.6 
million in 2023/24, generating an operating surplus of $369.4 million, which is an increase of 
$58.6 million over the forecast result for 2022/23 predominantly due to the continued strong 
development activity and interest earned on investments. 
Key elements of the 2023/24 Council Budget include: 

• The average general rate and municipal charge will increase for 2023/24 by 3.25%, 
below the rate cap of 3.5% set by the Minister for Local Government.  

• This will equate to an average rate increase for Melton City Council residents of around 
$1.05 per week, with nearly half of all households seeing an increase less than that.  

• Fees and charges have generally been increased by 2-3% or based on full cost recovery. 
Some fees are fixed by legislation while others are set on a user pays basis.  

• An $85 pensioner rebate will again be available to eligible property owners.  

• Additional resources have been included to support and care for ratepayers needing 
financial assistance.   
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• The net cost of services delivered to the community in 2023/24 year is expected to be 
$187.1 million. Council will continue to work with the community over the coming years 
to align community priorities and expectations with Council’s service delivery model. 

• Cash and investments are expected to increase by $119.0 million during the year to 
$695.6 million as at 30 June 2024. The increase in cash and investments is in line with 
Council’s projections and the expected capital work spend in 2023/24 and beyond. The 
majority of cash held by Council includes general and restricted investments 
representing developer contributions received for future capital works, carry forward 
expenditure and employee entitlements. 

• A total of 29 community submissions were received with Council proposing to fund or 
partially fund 18 submissions, with a further 5 submissions to be supported in a future 
year. Projects range from road, parking and intersection improvements, recreation 
reserve infrastructure improvements and facility upgrades for sporting clubs and 
community groups, park upgrades and support for community events. 

• An exhaustive infrastructure and needs analysis process has occurred which identified 
a number of key projects which need to be delivered in 2023/24. As a result of Council’s 
strong financial position, $114.4 million has been committed towards capital works of 
which $48.7 million relates to projects which will be carried forward from the 2022/23 
financial year. The carried forward component is fully funded from the 2022/23 Budget. 

• The total capital works program equates to an average of $1,735 per ratepayer. 

• Key capital works projects to be delivered, or commenced in the coming year include: 

 $32.3 million in road and bridge infrastructure and renewals 
 $27.3 million in building improvements and renewals  
 $15.2 million in traffic management devices like roundabouts and signalised 

intersections 
 $14.6 million in parks, open space and streetscapes and renewals 
 $14.1 million in recreational, leisure & community facilities and renewals 
 $6.2 million in footpaths and cycleways 
 $3.1 million in plant and equipment and $1.3 million in drainage 
 Finalise the masterplan and schematic design and commence the detailed design 

for the Plumpton Aquatic Centre. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance.  

6.3.1 Maintain a high level of transparent, accountable, unbiased and representative 
governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The costs associated with preparing the 2023/24 Municipal Budget, including the associated 
advertising and community engagement have been provided for in the current financial year 
budget. 
The revenue impact of charging 0.25% below the full 3.50% rate cap is approximately $492.1k 
in the 2023/24 financial year and $5.16 million over a ten-year period. 
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With property revaluations occurring annually, the amount of the rate increase will not be 
consistent across all properties with some properties experiencing varying levels of capital 
appreciation/depreciation whilst others have remained the same or with little change. 
Overall values have increased by 10.1%, with residential property values having increased in 
the Melton municipality by approximately 7.9%. Some of the worst performing suburbs have 
been Melton South, Thornhill Park and Melton West which have increased by 3.1%, 3.5% and 
4.9% respectively, whereas some of the better performing suburbs have been Mount Cottrell, 
Toolern Vale, Kurunjang and Brookfield have increased by 29.5%, 21.6%, 13.9% and 11.6% 
respectively. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Following the introduction of the Local Government Act 2020 obligations for engagement 
changed, including obligations associated with annual Council budget preparation. 
Council’s annual budget engagement process for preparation of the 2023/24 Draft Council 
Budget commenced in November 2022 inviting community members and community groups 
to make a budget submission to help inform the framing of the budget and associated capital 
works program. This opportunity was promoted through multiple mediums including City of 
Melton Conversations online engagement portal and was also promoted via social media, 
newspaper advertisements, Council’s website and through Council community email networks.  
The opportunity for community submissions was open from Monday 21 November 2022 to 
Friday 16 December 2022. 
Two budget drop-in sessions were held within this time to give the community the opportunity 
to ask questions about the process and discuss ideas with Councillors and Council officers. 
In total 29 submissions were received from individuals, community groups and sporting clubs. 
The opportunity for each submitter to present to Council was provided on 16 February 2023, 
with 12 submitters presenting. These presentations took place at the commencement of the 
budget process rather than historically at the end. This enabled early consideration of initiatives 
as part of the preparation of the budget presented within this report. 
Council adopted the draft Council Budget in principle on 29 May 2023 for the purpose of public 
exhibition for 14 days where the community could provide feedback prior to Council 
consideration and adoption at the 26 June 2023 Council meeting. During this time, Council 
received 76 feedback/comments relating to the draft Council Budget which was shared and 
discussed by Officers and Councillors at the Pre-Council meeting on 19 June 2023.   

6. Risk Analysis 
Council’s process of preparing and endorsing the 2023/24 Budget is in accordance with 
Section 96 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

7. Options 
Council must adopt a budget by 30 June 2023 as it is a legislative requirement under section 
94 of the Local Government Act 2020. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Council Budget 2023/24 
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12.2 PLUMPTON AQUATIC LEISURE CENTRE BUSINESS CASE AND FUNDING 
STRATEGY 

Author: Aaron Biscan - Acting Manager Recreation and Community Activation 
Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present Council with the updated Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business Case and 
Funding Strategy and facility component schedule. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Note the attached Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business Case and Funding Strategy. 
2. Endorse the updated facility component schedule for the Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre. 
3. Support Officers to proceed to the master plan and schematic design stage for the Plumpton 

Aquatic Leisure Centre. 
 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
In 2017, Council developed the Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business Case and Funding 
Strategy. At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 16 October 2017, Council resolved that Option 
2, the District Level Aquatic Facility, was the recommended facility option for a future Aquatic 
Leisure Centre within the City of Melton. 
A review of the Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business Case and Funding Strategy 
commenced in 2022 to support continued progress toward the development of the facility. In 
addition to the existing Strategy further work was undertaken on the financial and operational 
performance of the facility over a 25-year period, a cost-benefit analysis on the provision of 
waterslides, further investigation of a water sensory area, an outdoor swimming pool and the 
opportunity for a larger health and fitness (gym) area. 
This report presents the updated Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business Case and 
Funding Strategy for Council consideration at Appendix 1. 
The report proposes that a master plan and schematic design be prepared to guide the 
development of the Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre as the next steps in the development 
process. An updated facility component schedule to guide the master plan and schematic 
design stage is also provided for Council consideration at Appendix 2. 
Further consideration of the staging of the facility components identified in Appendix 2 can be 
undertaken as part of the master plan and schematic design stage. 

2. Background/Issues 
2.1 The Strategy 
Council adopted the Melton City Council Aquatic Plan 2014-2034 to guide future provision of 
aquatic facilities throughout the municipality. As part of developing the Plumpton Aquatic 
Leisure Centre, a key recommendation was to undertake the Business Case and Funding 
Strategy as a key step in developing the facility.  



MEETING OF COUNCIL 26 JUNE 2023 

Page 132 

In 2017, Council developed the Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business Case and Funding 
Strategy (‘the Strategy’). The Strategy: 

• Identifies aquatic and leisure centre components required for a financially sustainable 
centre. 

• Compared two options, being a Local Level Aquatic Leisure Facility up to the value of 
$30 million and a District Level Aquatic Leisure Facility up to the value of $45 million, 
inclusive of components and estimated construction costs. 

• Investigated traditional and non-traditional funding models for the construction of the 
centre and recommend preferred funding model. 

• Developed a comprehensive business plan that will used to advocate to funding partners 
for financial support to construct the centre. 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 16 October 2017, Council resolved: 

• That the Strategy was noted.  

• That Option 2, the District Level Aquatic Facility, was the recommended facility option 
for a future Aquatic Leisure Centre within the City of Melton. 

A review of the Strategy was commenced in 2022 to support continued progress toward the 
development of the Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre (PALC). The purpose of the review was 
to: 

• Review the currently approved facility components for a financially sustainable district 
level aquatic facility including costs.  

• Review and update the existing business case with current population data, catchments, 
financial model and estimated capital costs. 

• Confirm traditional and non-traditional funding models for the construction of the centre 
and recommend preferred funding model. 

• Refresh and update the existing business plan that will be used to guide operational 
decisions and advocate to funding partners for financial support to construct the centre. 

Further Investigations 
As part of updating the existing strategy, further work was undertaken to add to the Strategy 
to: 

• Extend the financial and usage modelling to a 20+ year timeframe. 

• Include social and economic impact assessment including net present value. 

• Undertake a cost-benefit analysis on the provision of waterslides, a water sensory area, 
an outdoor swimming pool and a larger gym area. 

The review of the Strategy has now been completed and the outcomes of these further 
investigations have been incorporated into the Strategy. The updated Strategy is attached as 
Appendix 1. 

2.2 Summary of Key Findings 
Site Overview 
The layout of the approved location for the PALC within the Plumpton PSP and surrounding 
land differs slightly from that shown in the 2017 Strategy. The size of the site is also 3.6 
hectares not 5 hectares as detailed in the 2017 Strategy. 
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Project Area Population 
The review of the current and proposed population catchment for the project area indicates an 
estimated current population of 87,916 people in 2021 (ABS) and is projected to increase 
significantly over the next 20 years to 168,613 by 2041.  This indicates a substantial population 
catchment of people that will make use of the proposed PALC. 
Facility Components  
The 2017 Strategy developed a base level facility component schedule (base provision) to 
assist with developing facility layouts and operational modelling. The component schedule that 
was adopted by Council has been updated to reflect current trends and learnings for the 
development of contemporary district aquatic and leisure centres 
Capital Costs of the Facility 
The Indicative Capital Cost Estimate of $45-$50 million for a district level aquatic facility 
presented in the 2017 Strategy excluded the following items: carparking, site establishment, 
landscaping, services infrastructure, contingencies, furniture, fixtures & equipment and fees 
and authority charges. 
Quantity Surveyors have prepared a capital cost inclusive of these exclusions and updates to 
the facility components. This work indicated that the likely capital cost based on 2023 figures 
would be in the order of $103,170,001. 
These capital costs will need to have an annual cost escalation added to the year Council is 
looking to develop such a facility. The current estimated capital cost should Council commence 
construction in 2025 is $116,422,962. 
Operational Performance  
The table below identifies the average operational performance for the PALC over 25 years: 
Visitations  713,759 

Income  $8,768,119 

Expenditure  $8,332,668 

Net Operating Performance  $435,451 

Depreciation  $1,303,176 

Centre Performance  ($867,725) 

Environmental Design 
Council will apply environmentally sustainable design principles in the master plan and 
design process. Costs are provided to provide a fully electric centre and this opportunity will 
be explored further throughout the design.  
Waterslides 
The capital costs of water slides are estimated at $7,941,000. Whilst the waterslides 
decrease the financial operational performance of the facility, the primary benefits of 
including waterslides in the facility are: 

• Key attraction for the youth and family markets which have positive flow on financial 
impacts to other areas of the facility. 

• Iconic feature that enhances the identity and profile of the facility as a destination, which 
can drive higher participation outcomes. 

• Competitive difference. 
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Point of Difference (Water Sensory Area) 
An innovation that the PALC could provide compared to other aquatic facilities is the 
development of a Water Sensory Area. This facility could include an ‘aquatic sensory 
experience room’ specifically designed to cater for people of all ages and abilities. The 
provision of a water sensory area based on the Metro Sports Facility in Christchurch New 
Zealand which is scheduled to open in late 2023 has been considered in the Strategy. 
The inclusion of a water sensory area will result in an increase in the construction cost of 
$2,709.000. The inclusion of a water sensory area will have a negative impact on the operating 
performance of the PALC of around $202,088 per annum over 25 years. 
Larger Gym 
The extension of the proposed gym from 1000m2 to a 1400m2 footprint has been considered 
and is proposed. This would enable greater capacity and flexibility with the gym floor layout to 
respond to population demand over time and to respond to new trends. 
The inclusion of a larger gym will result in an increase in the construction cost of $1,980,000. 
The inclusion of a larger gym will improve the operating performance of the PALC by around 
$416,292 per annum over 25 years. 
Outdoor Pool 
The provision of a 25-metre outdoor pool has been considered. Given the proposed facility 
already contains an indoor 50 metre pool adding another 50-metre outdoor pool is not 
recommended. The 25-metre pool option has a lower capital cost and lower ongoing staffing 
and operating costs than a 50-metre pool but can still offers the community benefits of an 
outdoor pool experience.  
The inclusion of a 25-metre outdoor pool will result in an increase in the construction cost of 
approximately $5.5M. The inclusion of a 25-metre outdoor pool, like all outdoor pools will have 
a negative impact on the operating performance of the PALC of around $342,493 per annum 
over 25 years. However, it is recommended to include the provision of the outdoor 25m pool 
in the next step of the master plan and design process. Future consideration and staging of 
this as an option is proposed would also occur during the master planning and schematic 
design process. 
Site Layout 
Architects have prepared new high level concept plan to reflect the updated facility component 
schedule and site layout.  All the additional facility components considered can be 
accommodated spatially on the site. 
The recommendations of the report are that a master plan and schematic design be prepared 
for the PALC incorporating all facility components. The facility component schedule is attached 
as Appendix 2. In addition to the component schedule outlined in the report, Officers also 
recommend that the design process includes provision of commercial space on the second 
floor of the facility. This is proposed due to existing and forecast demand for this space in the 
municipality and the financial operational benefits this may provide the financial performance 
of the facility.  
It is recommended that further consideration of the staging of the facility components occurs 
as part of the master plan and schematic design stage. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.4 A City that promotes positive public health and wellbeing outcomes to our community. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
The Strategy provides a full financial capital cost and operating model for the PALC. 
Quantity Surveyors have prepared a capital cost inclusive of these exclusions and updates 
to the facility components. This work indicated that the likely capital cost based of the base 
provision on 2023 figures would be in the order of $103,170,001. 
The capital costs will need to have an annual cost escalation added to the year Council is 
looking to develop such a facility. The estimated capital cost should Council commence 
construction in 2025 is $116,422,962. 
The report also provides cost benefit analysis on specific facility components outlining impact 
of capital cost for each and expected impact on operational performance.  
The table below identifies the average operational performance for the PALC (base provision) 
over 25 years: 
Visitations  713,759 

Income  $8,768,119 

Expenditure  $8,332,668 

Net Operating Performance  $435,451 

Depreciation  $1,303,176 

Centre Performance  ($867,725) 

An amount of $250,000 to commence the master plan and schematic design stage has been 
referred to the 2023/24 Council budget process for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
There was a significant amount of community and stakeholder engagement undertaken to 
inform the adopted Melton City Council Aquatic Pan 2014-2034. The Plumpton Aquatic Leisure 
Centre Business Case and Funding Strategy 2017 was undertaken as a key recommendation 
of the Aquatic Plan and noted at the 2017 Ordinary Meeting of Council.  
Updates on the review of the Strategy were presented at Councillor briefing sessions on the 
28 November 2022, provided through February, 6 March 2023 and at the April briefing of 
Council. 
This project was undertaken to review and update the 2017 Strategy to reflect the current 
circumstances to support future planning and funding required to deliver the PALC and no 
external engagement has been undertaken. 
The recommendations of the report are that a master plan and schematic design be prepared 
for the PALC incorporating all facility components. The master plan and schematic design 
stage will incorporate future community and stakeholder engagement. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Projects of this scale generally require a period of four (4) years from the point of purchase of 
land to being able to open a facility. The purchase of the land is yet to be finalised. 
Cost escalations on a project of this scale will be significant. The estimated capital cost of the 
base provision should Council commence construction in 2025 is $116,422,962. This 
incorporates a $13,252,961 cost escalation from May 2023 costs. 
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7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Consider and note the updated 2023 Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business and 

Funding Strategy. 
2. Endorse the full facility component schedule for master planning and schematic design. 
3. Not support the findings of the Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business and Funding 

Strategy.  
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business Case and Funding Strategy 
2.  Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre - Facility Component Schedule 
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12.3 COUNCIL AND WELLBEING PLAN 2021-2025 DRAFT ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 
2023/24 

Author: Bob Baker - Corporate Planning and Performance Coordinator 
Presenter: Peter Leersen - Director Organisational Performance  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the Draft Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2023/24 for 
Council’s consideration.  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council endorse the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2023/24 as 
detailed in Appendix 1. 

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Each year Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying the key activities that Council 
will undertake to achieve the strategic outcomes, objectives and strategies identified in the 
Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025. All strategies within the plan will have a minimum of 
one action over the four-year term of the plan. 
There are 62 actions detailed in the proposed Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual 
Action Plan 2023/24 as detailed in Appendix 1. 
Progress against these actions will be reported to Council in the quarterly progress report and 
at the end of the year in Council’s Annual Report. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 details the vision for the community, and the 
strategic outcomes, objectives and strategies to be undertaken in the work toward that vision. 
The vision for the community is that Melton is “A vibrant, safe and liveable City accessible to 
all.”  The Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 identifies six (6) themes to guide the work of 
the organisation. These themes are: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 
2. A vibrant and healthy natural and built environment 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 
4. A City that promotes greater education and employment 
5. A community that is actively engaged in the City 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
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Each year Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying key activity that Council will 
undertake in implementing the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025. The Council and 
Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2023/24 includes projects, programs, services 
and service enhancements that will occur within a twelve (12) month period. 
The Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2023/24 includes 62 actions 
to be delivered during the year. Again, the major focus for 2023/24 is to include high level 
strategic actions and remove business as usual activity to ensure quarterly reporting is geared 
toward major milestones and achievements. 
The Council and Wellbeing Plan requires an action against all strategies over the four-year 
term. At the end of the third year of the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 only two 
strategies will not have had at least one action deployed across them. Actions to address these 
strategies will be included in the final annual action plan in 2024/25. 
Some significant initiatives included in the 2023/24 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan 
include: 

• Deliver initiatives and service improvements under the Growing and Thriving Strategy 
for people of all abilities and all ages 

• Complete initiatives and review the effectiveness of the Safe City, Proud Communities 
Plan 

• Delivery of an assertive outreach response initiative to people who are sleeping rough in 
our community 

• Address social isolation challenges through improving access to community programs, 
events, services, and facilities 

• Complete a masterplan for Lake Caroline 

• Complete the Western Plains South Green Wedge Management Plan 

• Complete a review of the Melton Planning Scheme 

• Complete the Dog Park Strategy and implementation plan 

• Complete a review of the 2005 Masterplan for the Melton Weir 

• Complete the Melton Town Centre Revitalisation Plan 

• Undertake master planning, concept designs and stakeholder engagement for the 
Cobblebank Community Services Hub 

• Design and commence construction of the Weir Views, Aintree and Plumpton Children's 
and Community Centres 

• Finalise planning for, and commence the concept design stage for the Plumpton Aquatic 
and Leisure Centre 

• Implement actions to attract, retain and develop Council's Maternal and Child Health 
workforce and service 

• Development of a Roads Upgrade Strategy with a focus on rural, interface, and growth 
area roads 

• Work with providers to deliver the Kindergarten Culturally and Linguistically Diverse 
Engagement program 

• Complete the Employment and Industrial Land Strategy for the municipality 

The list of actions above is not exhaustive, and the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 
Annual Action Plan 2023/24 itself provides only a selection of the work being delivered by 
Council.  
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Progress against all of the actions in the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action 
Plan 2023/24 will be detailed in quarterly progress reports presented to the Meeting of Council, 
with the end of year outcomes detailed in Council’s Annual Report. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
The Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2023/24 is resourced via the 
adopted 2023/24 Council Budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Actions contained in the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2023/24 
are a result of Council’s ongoing engagement with community and prioritisation processes in 
the development of the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 and through annual business 
planning and budget development. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Nil 

7. Options 
That Council: 
1. Adopt the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2023/24 as 

detailed at Appendix 1; 
2. Not adopt the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2023/24 and 

refer back to officers for further work; 
3. Provides an alternative option as considered by Council. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Annual Action Plan 2023/24 
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12.4 RESPONSE TO PUBLIC PETITION REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN 
LGBTIQA+ ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Author: Troy Scoble - Director City Life  
Presenter: Troy Scoble - Director City Life 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide a response to a public petition requesting Council establish an LGBTIQA+ Advisory 
Committee. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council: 
1. Endorse consideration of renaming the Intercultural Advisory Committee to Inclusive Cities 

Advisory Committee to provide advice on Council policies and strategies with 2 distinct 
working groups; one for culturally diverse communities and one for LGBTIQA+ communities 
in the City of Melton. 

2. Endorse officers to commence the development of the terms of reference governing the new 
Inclusive Cities Advisory Committee in preparation for Council’s annual review of Advisory 
Committee’s in December 2023. 

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
At the Scheduled Meeting of Council on 27 February 2023, a public petition was tabled 
requesting Council establish an LGBTIQA+ Advisory Committee. The petition was submitted 
by the Rainbow Local Government and signed by 20 residents of the City of Melton.  
Council has several Advisory Committees of Council, whilst some of these addresses and 
respond to issues that are inclusive of the LGBTIQA+ community, none provide specific and 
expert advice to Council on matters related to LGBTIQA+ community members. 
Council resolved that a report be prepared for Council consideration relating to the petition 
request, outlining Council’s current strategic commitments to the LGBTIQA+ community in the 
City of Melton and opportunities within the existing Council Advisory Committee framework to 
include a further commitment to the LGBTIQA+ community. 

2. Background/Issues 
At the Scheduled Meeting of Council on 27 February 2023, a public petition was tabled from 
the Rainbow Local Government consisting of 20 City of Melton resident signatures requesting 
Council to establish an LGBTIQA+ Advisory Committee. 
In response to the petition Council resolved (Crs Vandenberg/Ramsey) 
That Council: 

• Receive the petition containing 20 signatures requesting Council establish an LGBTIQA+ 
Advisory Committee 

• Request a report be prepared by officers for Council’s consideration pertaining to the 
petitioner’s request. 
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Council currently has a number of strategic commitments through Council plans and strategies 
seeking to promote social cohesion, a sense of belonging for all, and a welcoming community 
which embraces diversity and reduces inequalities among people living with disability, seniors, 
diverse faith and cultural groups, Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander communities and 
LGBTIQA+ people. 
These strategies include: 
• Council Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 
• Existing Reconciliation Action Plan 
• Intercultural Strategy and Interfaith Plan  
• Safe City Proud Communities Plan 
• Equality and Respect 2030 
• Growing and Thriving: a strategy for people of all abilities and all ages  

Advisory Committees of Council  
Council annually reviews existing, and establishes delegated and advisory committees of 
Council, including appointing Councillors as nominated representatives on those committees 
for the following year. This process enables Councillors the opportunity to consider the 
committees and groups which will represent and provide strategic advice to Council the 
following year. 
Representation on Council advisory committees and on external organisation committees is 
important to policy development, advocacy, planning and provision of a wide range of services 
directly relevant to the community and provides a framework for Council to receive community 
feedback and external advice. 
Advisory Committees were previously defined in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 
1989 (the 1989 Act). Advisory Committees are not defined in the 2020 Act however Council 
has the power to create such Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 
of the 2020 Act. 
An Advisory Committee is a Committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. It considers issues and makes recommendations to the full Council. Advisory 
Committees have no delegated power and so their recommendations need to be adopted or 
endorsed by the full Council at a Council meeting before they can be implemented. The role, 
composition, and operating arrangements for both Delegated and Advisory Committees are 
set out in their respective Terms of Reference. 

Opportunity to expand the Intercultural Advisory Committee  
Council has a current Intercultural Advisory Committee that works together with communities 
and stakeholders to support the City of Melton to be inclusive of diverse cultural identities and 
backgrounds, valuing and acknowledging the contribution of cultural diversity and the role of 
diverse communities within the municipality. This committee currently has a strong focus on 
cultural and faith diversity and inclusion. 
The Committee is currently responsible to advise Council on issues and barriers that affect 
people from diverse backgrounds who are either living, working, recreating and/or learning in 
the City of Melton and assist Council to promote the benefits of diversity within the City of 
Melton and region.  
An opportunity exists as part of the Terms of Reference Review that is currently underway in 
2023 to broaden the scope of the Terms of Reference to an “Inclusive Cities Advisory 
Committee” that supports and is inclusive of Melton’s diverse community. As with other Council 
Advisory Committees specific working groups including one focussed on Melton’s culturally 
diverse community and one focussed specifically on Melton’s LGBTQIA+ community could be 
established and supported to report back into the broader Inclusive Cities Advisory Committee.  
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Review of the Petition 
Officers have reviewed the intent of the petition, engaged with the petitioner and identified an 
opportunity for the Inclusive Cities Advisory Committee to be established with two supporting 
working groups, one dedicated to Melton’s LGBTIQA+ community. This working group would 
provide a sounding board for Council policies, be a useful network for dissemination of 
information relating to the LGBTIQA+ community, an advocacy platform for people within the 
LGBTIQA+ community, provide a strong connection between Council and the LGBTIQA 
community of Melton and provide an awareness and what is important to the LGBTIQA+ 
community as residents within the City of Melton.   
The Terms of Reference would be drafted, engaging Council further and completed prior to 
Council’s annual review of Advisory Committees in December in readiness for the following 
year. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
1. A safe City that is socially and culturally connected 

1.1 A community that celebrates diversity and is inclusive of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations associated with this report. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Officers have informed the Rainbow Local Government that submitted the petition that Officers 
are currently assessing the petition and options for Council consideration and will present the 
report to Council at the June 2023 Scheduled Meeting of Council. The Rainbow Local 
Government have also indicated to Officers their objectives in submitting the petition.  

6. Risk Analysis 
Council is committed through the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 to promote social 
cohesion, a sense of belonging for all, and a welcoming community which embraces diversity 
and reduces inequalities among people living with disability, seniors, diverse faith and cultural 
groups, Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander communities and LGBTIQA+ people. The 
proposal in this report reduces the risk of Council not achieving this objective.  

7. Options 
Council has the option to: 
1. Support the recommendation of this report 

2. Establish an LGBTIQA+ Advisory Committee to Council. 

3. Move an alternate recommendation. 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.5 PLANNING APPLICATION PA 2012/3780/5 - AMENDMENTS TO EXISTING 
PERMIT TO ENABLE USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF A COMMUNITY HALL, 
INDEPENDENT LIVING UNITS (FOUR DWELLINGS) AND DISPLAY OF NON-
ILLUMINATED BUSINESS IDENTIFICATION SIGNAGE AT 139A GRAY COURT (1 
MURUGAN STREET, DEANSIDE) AND 14 VEL STREET, DEANSIDE 

Author: Valentine Sedze - Senior Major Development Planner 
Presenter: Bob Baggio - Senior Advisor  

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider and determine Planning Application PA 2012/3780/5 - Amendments to existing permit 
to enable use and development of a community hall, independent living units (four dwellings) and 
display of non-illuminated business identification signage at 139A Gray Court (1 Murugan Street, 
Deanside) and 14 Vel Street, Deanside. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant an Amended Permit subject to the conditions 
outlined in Appendix 6 of this report. 

 

REPORT 
1. Background 

Executive Summary 

Applicant: Perry Town Planning 
Proposal: Amendments to existing permit to enable use and development 

of a community hall, independent living units (four dwellings) and 
display of non-illuminated business identification signage 

Existing Land Use: Place of worship 
Zone: Part Urban Growth – Schedule 12, General Residential 1 

(Applied Zone) 
Part Rural Conservation – Schedule 3 (RCZ3) 

Overlays: Infrastructure Contributions Overlay – Schedule 1 (ICO1) 
Part Environmental Significance Overlay – Schedule 6 (ESO6) 
Part Land Subject to Inundation Overlay – Schedule 1 (LSIO1) 
Part Incorporated Plan Overlay – Schedule 4 (IPO4) 

Number of Objections: 14 
Key Planning Issues: Site location suitability 

Zoning and policy context 
Compliance with Kororoit Precinct Structure Plan 
Built form and neighbourhood character 
Off-site amenity impacts 
Adequacy of the surrounding road network to cope with 
increased traffic 
Adequacy of on-site car parking 

Recommendation: Approve application 
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The Land and Surrounding Area 
The subject site has an area of approximately 4.84 hectares and is located on the east side of 
Vel Street and Murugan Street, approximately 190m east of the intersection on Hopkins Road 
and Vel Street. The site adjoins Brimba Road to the south. Other features of the site are as 
follows: 

• The site comprises three adjoining lots and is irregular in shape. 

• It contains a conservation area adjoining the Kororoit Creek to the north.  

• A future shared path is proposed within the southern portion of the Kororoit Creek 
conservation area. 

• The site contains an existing Place of Worship (Temple), associated buildings and car 
parking. 

• Two existing vehicle access points exist, one from Vel Street and the other from the end 
of Murugan Street. 

• The site contains an existing asphalt sealed car park with 118 (including 3 disabled) car 
spaces and a gravel car park with 52 car spaces. 

• Existing easements which include a sewerage easement (E-7) located on the 
southwestern corner, water supply, distribution/ transmission of gas, powerline 
easement (E-14) adjoining the southern boundary and water supply, distribution/ 
transmission of gas, powerline easement (E-16) on the north-eastern corner of the site. 

The surrounding area can be characterised as transitioning from predominantly rural 
land/activities to urban development in accordance with the Kororoit Precinct Structure Plan. 
To the south, is the future Local Town Centre and immediately west and south, is the emerging 
Deanside residential estate. 
Refer to Appendix 1 for a locality plan. 

Planning History 
Planning Permit No PA2012/3780/4 was issued by Council on 28 March 2013.  This permit 
allows for the use and development of the land for the purpose of a place of worship, caretakers 
residence, shrine, dining room and shed in accordance with the endorsed plans. This Planning 
Permit does not allow more than 150 people on site at any time. 

The Application 
The application proposes to amend the existing planning permit outlined above to include use 
and development of a community hall, independent living units (four dwellings) and display of 
non-illuminated business identification signage.  
The proposed development is summarised as follows: 

• Construction of a two-storey building with a floor area of 1,682m² for use as a community 
hall. 

• The community hall has a maximum building height of 8.3m from the natural ground 
level. 

• The building will be constructed of concrete precast panels, fibre cement column 
cladding, aluminium metal cladding, clear and translucent glazing and profiled roof sheet 
cladding. 

• The building will comprise a main hall with associated stage, kitchen, storage area, staff 
amenities and toilets at the ground floor level and a common waiting/reception area, 
office, sitting room, three guest rooms, two change rooms, common kitchen, store and 
green room at the first floor level. 
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• The three guest rooms will provide periodic accommodation to visiting religious scholars 
and clerics. 

• Hours and days of operation for the community hall are 8.30am to 10.00pm, Monday to 
Sunday. 

• The community hall will be available for booking to the wider community. It will however 
be closed during the peak use of the Temple. Bookings from the wider public will be 
conditional on the requirement that all food served will be vegetarian and no alcohol will 
be served. 

• The use of the community hall will be organised to complement the existing place of 
worship (Temple). The table below shows the proposed patrons at any given time and 
event. 

 
Event Total Number 

of days per 
year when the 
facility will be 

in use 

Maximum 
Number of 

attendees at 
the Temple 

Maximum 
number of 

attendees at 
the community 

hall 

Total 
attendance on 
the site at one 

time 

Normal days - 70 100 170 
Special Religious 
events 

24 170 100 270 

Major Religious 
festivals 

2 500 0 500 

Standard functions 
at the community 
hall 

30 70 300 370 

Large functions at 
the community hall 

20 70 450 520 

• Vehicle access to the site is proposed via the two existing vehicle access points being 
Vel Street and Murugan Street. 

• This site has a total of 164 car spaces. This includes 156 at grade car spaces within the 
car park and 8 car spaces for the proposed four dwellings (4 undercover car spaces and 
4 tandem car spaces). 

• The existing gravel car park located on the western portion of the site will be formalised. 

• A total of 10 bicycle spaces are proposed on-site.  

• Four dwellings each containing two bedrooms, single garage and a second tandem car 
space are also proposed. These dwellings will provide accommodation for the priests on 
a two yearly rotation. 

• The dwellings will be constructed of face brick work and metal roof cladding and have 
individual vehicle access points from the existing internal accessway that connects to 
Vel Street. 

• Waste collection will be by a private contractor. 

• No vegetation is proposed to be removed. 

• A business identification sign is also proposed on the north elevation measuring 8m by 
1.5m. 

Refer to Appendix 2 for plans of the proposal. 
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Planning Controls 

Zone Clause 37.07 – Part Urban 
Growth Zone – Schedule 
12 

A planning permit is required for any use in 
Section 2 of the applied zone (General 
Residential 1). 

Clause 32.08 – General 
Residential Zone 

Permit required for use and development. 

Overlays Clause 45.11 – 
Infrastructure Contributions 
Overlay – Schedule 1 

Developer Contributions will be required to be 
paid in accordance with the Plumpton and 
Kororoit Infrastructure Contributions Plan. 

Particular Provisions Clause 52.05 – Advertising 
Signs 

A permit is required to erect business 
identification signage and internally illuminated 
signs. 

Particular Provisions Clause 52.06 – Car Parking A rate of 0.3 car spaces to each patron 
permitted is required for a place of assembly. 
A maximum of 520 are proposed to be 
accommodated twenty times a year resulting in 
the need for the proposal to provide a total of 
156 car spaces on-site. 

Two car spaces are required for each three 
bedroom dwelling and one car space for each 
two bedroom dwelling. One visitor car space is 
also required for every five dwellings. 

A total of 4 car spaces are required for the 
proposed four dwellings comprising two 
bedrooms each. However, the proposal 
provides a total of 8 car spaces for the 
proposed four dwellings. 

Based on the above car parking requirements, 
the proposal requires 160 car spaces. The 
application makes provision for 164 car 
spaces. 

A full assessment of the proposal against the relevant State and Local planning policies is 
included in Appendix 3. 
Clause 55 – ResCode 
Under the requirements of the zone, the development of two or more dwellings on a lot must 
meet the requirements of Clause 55 of the Planning Scheme. Clause 55 requires that a 
development: 

• must meet all of the objectives 
• should meet all the standards. 
If the Council however is satisfied that an application for an alternative design solution meets 
the objective, the alternative design solution may be considered. 

Is the land affected by a Restrictive Covenant? 
The land is not affected by a Restrictive Covenant. 

Is the land of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity? 
The land is considered to be of cultural heritage sensitivity under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Regulations 2007; and an amended Cultural Heritage Management Plan (CHMP No.14952, 
dated, 21 January 2021) prepared by Archaeology at Tardis was approved for the broader 
Deanside Village Estate. 
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2. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A well planned and built City: A City with a clear vision to manage growth in a sustainable 

and accessible way. 
3.1  A City that strategically plans for growth and development. 

3. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with the application. 

4. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Public notification of the application 
The application was subject to notification. The notification was satisfactorily completed and 
14 objections were received. Three submissions in support of the proposal were also received. 
The grounds of objection may be summarised as follows: 

• Safety concerns for children and residents due to increase in traffic. 

• Increase in traffic and congestion. 

• Amenity impacts to the surrounding residents i.e. noise. 

• Inappropriate vehicle access arrangement due to narrow road widths. Provision of 
alternative access from either Sinclairs Road or a wider connector road such as Brimba 
Road should be considered. 

• Inadequate provision of on-site car parking. 

• The proposal excludes the local access street and pedestrian connectivity along Kororoit 
Creek and the local access street on the western boundary is contrary to the Kororoit 
Precinct Structure Plan. 

• The scale and intensity of the proposed use is inappropriate. 

• The proposed built form is excessive. 

• Air pollution from additional traffic generated by the use. 

• The proposed minimum 1.6m rear setback of the four dwellings to the property at 196 
Sinclairs Road is inadequate and will provide limited opportunity for landscaping. 

• The proposed secluded private open space areas for the four dwellings will be 
overshadowed. 

A response to the objections is provided in Appendix 4. 
It should also noted that a Consultation Meeting was conducted on 25 May 2023 to discuss 
the application in more detail.  The meeting was attended by Council officers, a number of 
Councillors, the applicants and their representatives, and a number of residents.  Many of the 
resident concerns outlined above where discussed. 

Referral of the application 
The application was referred to a number of Council’s internal teams for comment and advice. 
The application was also required to be referred to Melbourne Water and Department of 
Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA). A complete list of responses is included in 
Appendix 5. 
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5. Issues 
Planning Assessment 
The proposal is considered to be generally consistent with relevant planning policies in the Melton 
Planning Scheme, and the Kororoit Precinct Structure Plan. 
The proposed community hall including its ancillary accommodation is anticipated by the purpose 
of the General Residential Zone (GRZ) which seeks “to allow educational, recreational, religious, 
community and a limited range of other non-residential uses to serve local community needs in 
appropriate locations”. The community hall is appropriate for the area as it will service a local 
community need and complement the existing place of worship (Temple). The proposed hours of 
operation and number of patrons are unlikely to have an adverse impact on the surrounding 
residents subject to the inclusion of appropriate conditions. It is considered appropriate that 
the use of the community hall be limited to the users of the Place of Worship (Temple) only 
and not be open to the wider community for bookings.   
The proposed built form of the community hall is generally site responsive and will not result in any 
unreasonable amenity impacts on the surrounding properties. Whilst the form of the community 
hall may generally be different to immediate building stock, it is noteworthy that respecting the 
existing character does not mean replicating what exists. If that was the case, there would be 
virtually no change to the types of buildings that exist in an area. The planning scheme does 
not prohibit alternative built form to the existing built form. The overall height of the proposed 
building is 8.3m, considerably lower than the maximum permissible building height of 11m and 
3 storeys under the zone. The height is not dissimilar to that of double storey dwelling and the 
recessed built form assists in breaking the visual bulk. The built form provides an appropriate 
transition to the residential interface to the west by appropriate side setbacks and a staggered 
building height at 7.3m and 8.3m. As such, it is reasonable to allow a building for a non-
residential use the same built form opportunity. 
The proposed facade treatments of the community hall provide an appropriate degree of visual 
interest through use of glazing and colour finishes, along with vertical and horizontal 
articulation elements to minimize the perception of visual bulk and enhance the buildings’ 
appearance. The design response of the proposal is generally considered an appropriate fit in 
terms of the emerging character of the locality as it will sit comfortably in its context. 
The proposed side setbacks, built form, external materials and design of the proposed four 
dwellings will respect and complement the emerging neighbourhood character of the area. The 
proposed dwellings demonstrates a high level of compliance with Clause 55 (ResCode) 
subject to amendments which include provision of external storage space, clotheslines, 
mailboxes, bin and recycling enclosures and increasing the rear setback of all dwellings to 
allow adequate solar access to open space. 
Off-site amenity impacts 
Some surrounding residents have expressed concern regarding the adequacy of the 
surrounding local access streets to handle the increased traffic generated by the proposal, and 
the adequacy of on-site car parking.  
Council’s Engineering Services team is satisfied that the local road network can accommodate 
the anticipated increase in traffic that will be generated by the proposal. 
Provision of car parking for each dwelling and the community hall including its ancillary 
accommodation complies with the requirement of Clause 52.06. 
The proposed signage on the north elevation is modest in size and is considered acceptable. 
The proposed signage is generally consistent with the decision guidelines of Clause 52.05 and 
Council’s Outdoor Advertising Signs Policy. However, the details relating to the colour 
materials and colours of the proposed signage will need to be conditioned. 
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Off-road shared path within the Kororoit Conservation area 
The location of the future east-west off-road shared path shown on the southern portion of the 
Kororoit Creek Conservation Area within the Kororoit Precinct Structure Plan is indicatively 
proposed to be realigned. The indicative location and realignment of the off-road footpath will 
not connect with the existing footpath located within the southern portion of the conservation 
area that terminates at the north-eastern portion of the local park. The conservation area within 
the site is privately owned and contains existing buildings that are currently being used as part 
of the Place of Worship. 
The continuity of the existing footpath along the southern boundary of the conservation area 
will be impeded by the existing buildings located within the Kororoit Conservation Area and, 
as such, an indicative realignment is proposed by the applicant. The Kororoit Conservation 
Area is subject to a Conservation Agreement pursuant to Section 69 of the Conservation, 
Forests and Lands Act 1987 which prohibits the use and construction of the off-road shared 
footpath without prior written consent of the Secretary. The obligation is on the landowner to 
apply for and obtain any necessary exemption to comply with the Conservation Agreement 
before commencing any works associated with, and use of, the off-road shared footpath. On 
this basis, it is considered appropriate that the construction of the off-road shared footpath be 
considered as a separate matter and the applicant enter into a Section 173 Agreement to 
secure the future construction/timing of the off-road shared path within the Kororoit 
Conservation Area. 

6. Options 
Council can either support the application by issuing a Notice of Decision to Grant an Amended 
Permit or not support the proposal by issuing a Notice of Refusal. 

7. Conclusion 
The application has been assessed against the Kororoit Precinct Structure Plan, Planning 
Policy Framework, Local Planning Policy Framework, Zone provisions and Clause 65 of the 
Melton Planning Scheme. 
It is considered that the proposed development is respectful of the emerging character of the 
surrounding area and generally complies with the Kororoit Precicnt Structure Plan, relevant 
policy of the Melton Planning Scheme and objectives and standards of Clause 55 - ResCode. 
The design of the community hall with the recessed building heights assists in breaking up the 
building mass and providing visual relief from adjoining properties. The proposed built form of 
the four dwellings is also generally in keeping with the surrounding area. 
The General Residential Zone anticipates modest housing growth which facilitates a diversity 
of housing types in locations offering good access to services and transport – which is achieved 
on this site. 
It is considered that the proposal generally complies with the relevant requirements of the 
Melton Planning Scheme. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the application be approved as outlined in Appendix 6. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Locality Plan - dated 13 June 2023 
2.  Plans for the proposal 
3.  Assessment against Planning Scheme - undated 
4.  Response to objections - undated 
5.  Referral comments - undated 
6.  Proposed conditions - undated 
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12.6 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Renee Hodgson - Governance Coordinator 

Presenter: Megan Kruger - Head of Governance  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
Appendices 1 and 2 to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the respective 
Minutes: 
1. Safe City Advisory Committee – 16 March 2023 
2. Heritage Advisory Committee – 4 May 2023 
3. Disability Advisory Committee – 1 June 2023 

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the power 
to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 
Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form the written record of the 
committee meetings, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All Advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference.  The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role.  Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The composition of Advisory Committees for the 2022/23 municipal year was 
approved by Council at its Scheduled Meeting on 12 December 2022. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee meetings detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest 
disclosed. 
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The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Appendix Advisory Committee Meeting Date 
1.  Safe City Advisory Committee 16 March 2023 

2.  Heritage Advisory Committee 4 May 2023 

3.  Disability Advisory Committee 1 June 2023 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6.  A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence  
 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council. Operational expenses and administrative 
actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated within Council’s 
recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the meeting and detailed 
in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community. Such a committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a broad 
area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture. An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions are 
substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on any of the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Safe City Advisory Committee - 16 March 2023 
2.  Heritage Advisory Committee - 4 May 2023 
3.  Disability Advisory Committee - 1 June 2023 
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Appendix 2 Heritage Advisory Committee - 4 May 2023 
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Item 12.6 Advisory Committees of Council - Aggregated Meeting Minutes 
Appendix 2 Heritage Advisory Committee - 4 May 2023 
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Appendix 3 Disability Advisory Committee - 1 June 2023 
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13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Reports on external Committees and external Representative Bodies for which Councillors 
have been appointed by Council. 
Address from Councillors in relation to matters of civic leadership and community 
representation, including acknowledgement of community groups and individuals, 
information arising from internal Committees, advocacy on behalf of constituents and other 
topics of significance. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 874 (CR FARRUGIA) - POTABLE WATER AT PARKS AND 
GREEN SPACES. 

Councillor: Justine Farrugia 
 

 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on 26 June 2023. 
 
 

MOTION: 
That Council investigate implementing a strategy to introduce potable water at our local parks and 
green spaces for community use. 
 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 875 (CR MAJDLIK) - KOROROIT CREEK BIKE AND 
PEDESTRIAN PATH 

Councillor: Kathy Majdlik 
 

 

I hereby give notice of my intention to move the following motion at the Scheduled Meeting of Council 
to be held on 26 June 2023. 
 
 

MOTION: 
That officers prepare a report for a future briefing of councillors identifying the current walking and 
cycling network along the Kororoit Creek, and potential opportunities to expand this network along 
the Kororoit Creek corridor throughout the municipality. 

 

OFFICER’S COMMENTS: 
Council officers will action in accordance with the Notice of Motion, subject to Council decision. 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
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16. URGENT BUSINESS
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Proposed Purchase of Land 

(a) as it relates to Council business information, being information that would prejudice 
the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released. 

17.2 C23-009 - Cobblebank Community Services Hub - Design Services 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.3 Melton Waves Leisure Centre - Financial Support 
(g) as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 
undertaking to disadvantage. 

17.4 Audit and Risk Committee Matters 
(e) as it relates to security information, being information that if released is likely to 
endanger the security of Council property or the safety of any person; AND legal 
privileged information, being information to which legal professional privilege or client 
legal privilege applies. 

17.5 Reconciliation Advisory Committee - Filling Current Membership Vacancies 
(f) as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 
in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal affairs.  
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 


	1. Opening Prayer and Reconciliation Statement
	2. Apologies and Leave of Absence
	3. Changes to the Order of Business
	4. Deputations
	5. Declaration of Any Pecuniary Interest, Other Interest or Conflict of Interest of Any Councillor
	6. Adoption and Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meetings
	7. Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors
	7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors in accordance with Chapter 6, Rule 1 of the Council's Governance Rules
	List of Appendices


	8. Correspondence Inward
	Nil.

	9. Petitions and Joint Letters
	The Chief Executive will table any petitions and/or joint letters received prior to this meeting.

	10. Resumption of Debate or Other Business Carried over from a Previous Meeting
	Nil.

	11. Public Question Time
	12. Presentation of Staff Reports
	12.1 Adoption of Melton City Council Budget 2023/2024
	List of Appendices

	12.2 Plumpton Aquatic Leisure Centre Business Case and Funding Strategy
	List of Appendices

	12.3 Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 Draft Annual Action Plan 2023/24
	List of Appendices

	12.4 Response to Public Petition Regarding the Establishment of an LGBTIQA+ Advisory Committee
	List of Appendices
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