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HO200 — Mount Cottrell Dry Stone Wall Precinct

Melton Dry Stone Walls Survey Nos:
Location:

Critical Dates:

(See description)
Mount Cottrell

Construction of Mount Cottrell Road walls, c.mid-late 1850s;

construction of Wall F96, ¢.1876; construction of wall F100,

€.1879
HO111, HO104, HO110, HO105

Existing Heritage Listings:

Recommended Level of Significance: LOCAL

Statement of Significance:

The Mount Cottrell Dry Stone Wall Precinct is a group
of characteristic and distinctive Shire of Melton walls
built c.late 1850s to 1870s. The precinct is significant
at the LOCAL level for its contributory association
with the geologically and historically significant
Mount Cottrell; for its demonstration of rural
settlement patterns; for its association with Victoria’s
seminal pastoral industry and in particular the Clarke
family; for its association with several small farms
whose wall styles and patterns contrast to those of
Clarke; for its other historical associations, including
post-contact conflict betwe=en the native and invading
populations, gold-rush land speculators, Melton’s first
pound, and the issue of closed roads on pastoral
estates; for its demonstration of skilled craftsmanship;
and for its potential to provide both research and
educative information regarding nineteenth century
farming and pastoral practices on Melbourne’s western
plains. The precinct has significance for the views to
and from the summit of Mount Cottrell over
endangered volcanic grasslands, and remnant bushland
to the west.

The Mount Cottrell Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
historically significant at the LOCAL level (AHC A3,
A4, B2, D2). It is associated with Mount Cottrell, a
landmark for the Port Phillip explorers, named after
one of the members of the Port Phillip Association, and

was later infamous for the site of the murder of Charles
Franks. The precinct demonstrates, in the arrangement
of walls and farms, the early pastoral and farming
settlement patterns of Melbourne’s western plains. It is
significant as probably the best collection of walls
expressing the Shire’s nineteenth century pastoral
industry, and in particular the Rockbank station, part of
the estate of WJT Clarke, and his son Sir WJ Clarke.
Wall F96 is the most substantial dry stone wall
associated with WJT Clarke. The Mount Cottrell Road
walls are of historical significance for their association
with George Scarborough, and the first pound in the
Melton district which operated between 1854-57.

The precinct is also expressive of the role of gold-rush
land speculators in the early development of the Shire;
the walls constitute the only remaining evidence of the
subdivision patterns established by these speculators.
Most of the precinct’s walls are composite stone and
post & wire, and express the historical diversity of dry
stone wall construction in Victoria, and are
representative of the dominant type of wall in
Melbourne’s west. The partly dry-stone-wall lined dam
on Mt Cottrell Road is a characteristic feature of the
Shire of Melton.

The Mount Cottrell Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
aesthetically significant at the LOCAL level (AHC
E1). The commanding views from Faulkners Road and
the summit of Mount Cottrell across the grassland
plains to Port Phillip, is evocative of the C19th cultural
landscape which drew settlers to the area. The dry
stone walls which cross the landscape in regular
enclosure patterns make a fundamental statement about
human interaction with the volcanic landscape of
which they are a part. Some of the individual walls, in
particular Wall F96, on Faulkners Road, have excellent
sculptural qualities, and are expressive of the skilled
craftsmanship of their builders. Wall F96 is the most
finely built and intact all-stone wall of orthodox
construction remaining in the Shire. The broad slopes
of Mount Cottrell are a dominating feature of the plains
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landscape as far away as Tarneit to the south and
Melton to the north-west. The volcanic grassland
plains and the dry stone walls preserve flora and fauna
which is regionally rare and endangered. The remnant
areas of bushland to the west in Bushs paddocks and
Pinkerton forest, in combination with the grasslands
and dry stone walls, preserve elements of the C19th
pastoral landscape which is becoming increasingly
rare.

The Mount Cottrell Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
scientifically significant at the LOCAL level (A1, C2).
The precinct demonstrates the volcanic origin of the
landscape, and is associated with Mount Cottrell,
which is the best example in Victoria of a lava shield
volcano with a lava cone forming its summit. The
walls have the potential to yield research information
regarding wall construction techniques, nineteenth
century rural settlement patterns and farm
management, on Melbourne’s western plains. The
remnant volcanic grasslands and bushland retain
landscapes which are under threat and preserve flora
and fauna which is increasingly rare and threatened.

The Mount Cottrell Dry Stone Wall Precinct is socially
significant at the LOCAL level (AHC G1). The
precinct has the potential to educate the community in
regard to wall construction techniques, and also
nineteenth century farm management, settlement
patterns, and ways of life on Melbourne’s western
plains. Both Wall F96, and the former Scarborough
farm complex on Mount Cottrell Road were identified
as being of the highest significance in a pioneering
1990 heritage study of dry stone walls in Melbourne’s
west.

Overall, the Mount Cottrell Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
of LOCAL significance.

The following extract from Council’s GIS provides a
list of all the walls in the Mount Cottrell precinct:

HO200

Wall No. | Nearest Road
C185 Greigs Road

C49 Mount Cottrell Road
C50 Greigs Road

C51 Mount Cottrell Road
C52 Faulkners Road

C55 Greigs Road

C56 Faulkners Road

C57 Faulkners Road

C58 Greigs Road

C59 Greigs Road

C60 Faulkners Road

C61 Greigs Road

C62 Faulkners Road

C63 Faulkners Road

Co64 Harrison Road

C65 Greigs Road

C66 Greigs Road

F100 Faulkners Road
F102 Mount Cottrell Road
F104 Mount Cottrell Road
F105 Mount Cottrell Road
F106 Mount Cottrell Road
F107 Mount Cottrell Road
F108 Mount Cottrell Road
F109 Mount Cottrell Road
F110 Boundary Road
F111 Faulkners Road
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HO200
Wall No. | Nearest Road
F113 Mount Cottrell Road
F112 Mount Cottrell Road
F114 Mount Cottrell Road
F182 Boundary Road
F184 Boundary Road
F93 Downing Street
F95 Riding Boundary Road
F96 Faulkners Road
F97 Middle Road
F99 Faulkners Road
G90 Downing Street
GIa1 Downing Street
G92 Downing Street
K154 Greigs Road
K157 Mount Cottrell Road
K158 Mount Cottrell Road
K159 Mount Cottrell Road
K160 Mount Cottrell Road
K162 Mount Cottrell Road
K163 Mount Cottrell Road
K167 Mount Cottrell Road
K168 Boundary Road
K173 Mount Cottrell Road

Consultants: Jim Holdsworth, Raelene Marshall, David Moloney (2007) Sera Jane Peters (2011)
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HO201 — Mount Kororoit Dry Stone Wall Precinct

Melton Dry Stone Walls Survey Nos:
Location:

Critical Dates:

(See description)
Leakes Road, Mount Kororoit Road, Finches Road, Plumpton

Construction of dry stone walls: most c.late 1850s — late 1860s,

with alterations ¢.1900; construction of dwellings and farm
complex c.late 1850s — 1890s

Existing Heritage Listings:

Recommended Level of Significance: STATE

Statement of Significance:

The Mount Kororoit Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
significant as a collection of characteristic and
outstanding dry stone walls in an intact cultural
landscape, largely unchanged since the 1860s, which
also includes a volcanic eruption point of geological
and historical significance; a nineteenth century farm
complex; and an 1860s selector’s bluestone cottage. It
is significant in terms of the number, variety, aesthetic
and technical quality of its all-stone walls, which
include types very rare in Victoria such as galloway-
walls and distinctive double-single walls; for the
quality and quantity of its former post & rail fences
and composite walls. The precinct demonstrates
nineteenth century rural settlement patterns, and has
high potential to provide both research and educative
information regarding mid-nineteenth and early
twentieth century fencing practices within Victoria.
The landscape qualities of the precinct includes the
remnant riparian vegetation of the Kororoit Creek, and
its winding passage through the precinct; the intact,
rocky summit of the volcanic cone; views to and from
the volcanic cone, the views provided by the C19th
landscape of dry stone walls enclosing fields of crops
and stock; and the C19th buildings of the farmstead.

The Mount Kororoit Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
historically significant at the STATE level (AHC A3,
A4, B2, D2). Itis a cultural landscape arranged around

HO144, HO146

Mount Kororoit, which is of state geological
significance and was an early landmark for the Port
Phillip explorers and pioneers. The precinct includes
an important variety of wall types, including some that
are important in the history of dry stone wall
construction such as rare galloway-walls,double-single
walls, and also composite “half-walls’ with post and
wire. Many walls are distinctive for their use of large
stones in the upper, rather than the lower courses
which are instead constructed of tightly packed small
stones. Some of the walls would appear to be unique
for their use of massive longitudinal coverband stones
(or rocks) at half height. All of the wall faces are
uncoursed as a result of the characteristic shape of the
fieldstone on Melbourne’s western plains, and are
excellent representative examples of this type of wall.

The precinct demonstrates early farming settlement
patterns of Melbourne’s western plains. It is
historically significant for its association with the
Moylan farming family, who were notable participants
in the sporting, social, religious, and political life of the
Melton district. The property also had close
associations with Sir WJ Clarke’s Diggers Rest
Plumpton and the Melton Coursing Club, and early
aviation. The precinct is enhanced by its historic and
aesthetic integrity as a cultural landscape, which
includes Mount Kororoit Farmstead, a highly intact
nineteenth century farm complex part of whose layout
is defined by dry stone walls; and an 1860s bluestone
Selector’s cottage directly associated with an excellent
dry stone wall of the same date.

The Mount Kororoit Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
aesthetically significant at the STATE level (AHC E1).
The dry stone walls which cross the landscape in
regular enclosure patterns, make a fundamental
statement about human interaction with the volcanic
landscape of which they are a part. Numerous
individual walls, including Walls A277, A275, A274,
and A272 have excellent sculptural qualities and are
situated in visually dramatic ways which is expressive
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of the farming history of the Shire, and the
craftsmanship of their builders. The volcanic cone of
Mount Kororoit can be seen from as far away as the
Calder Freeway with views to and from Mount
Kororoit taking in most of the Shire. It is a visually
dramatic element in a largely flat plain, and has a
summit which is not greatly compromised by new
structures, which is rare in Melbourne’s Western
region. The reaches of the Kororoit Creek which lie
within the precinct, has old-growth River Red Gums
(some of the oldest in any part of the Creek), good
instream vegetation and deep, rocky pools which
preserve birdlife and other fauna. The creek corridor
has steep banks and boulder outcrops which create a
visual and spatial character of enclosure, which is in
sharp contrast to the open landscape of plains beyond.
Dry stone walls have been built down to the water line
or along the banks of the creek, and a C19th dry stone
ford crosses the creek to the north of the farmstead,
affording glimpses of the history of the place, in an
otherwise pristine natural landscape.

The Mount Kororoit Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
scientifically significant at the STATE level (A1, C2).
The precinct demonstrates the volcanic origin of the
landscape, and is associated with the unusual
geomorphology of Mount Kororoit, which is the best
example in Victoria of a scoria volcano covered by
later lava flows which have filled the crater and earlier
scoria deposits. The walls also have potential to yield
research information regarding nineteenth century rural
settlement patterns and farm management, and ways of
life on Melbourne’s western plains. In particular they
have high potential for research of mid nineteenth
century wall construction techniques, and early
twentieth century modification of these for changing
farming practices.

The Mount Kororoit Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
socially significant at the STATE level (AHC G1).
The precinct has the potential to educate the
community in regard to wall construction techniques,
and also nineteenth century farm management,
settlement patterns, and ways of life.

Overall, the Mount Kororoit Dry Stone Wall Precinct
is of STATE heritage significance.

The following information from Council’s GIS records
all the walls in the Mount Kororoit precinct. (Note that
through address idiosyncracies and the size of the main
property, some walls that are situated on the west side
of Kororoit Creek have a Leakes Road address.)

HO201

Wall No. | Nearest Road
A259 Leakes Road
A260 Leakes Road
A261 Leakes Road
A263 Leakes Road
A264 Leakes Road
A265 Finchs Road
A266 Finchs Road
A269 Leakes Road
A270 Leakes Road
A278 Leakes Road
A279 Ryans Road
A280 Mt Kororoit Road
R242 Holden Road
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HO 202 — She Oak Hill Dry Stone Wall Precinct

Melton Dry Stone Walls Survey Nos:

Location:

(See description)

Beatys Road, Ryans Road, and Diggers Rest — Coimadai Road,

Diggers Rest

Critical Dates:

Existing Heritage Listings:

Recommended Level of Significance: LOCAL

b2

Statement of Significance:

The She-Oak Hill Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
significant as a collection of characteristic and highly
intact dry stone walls situated between two different
types of volcanic eruption points; in an intact, rural
setting in which the unbroken lengths of stone wall
remain as a unifying feature of the landscape. The
cultural landscape also features two substantial
bluestone mid nineteenth century homesteads and
associated farm complexes, and two other heritage
dwellings dating to the 1880s and the 1920s. The walls
are significant for their length and range of all-stone
and composite types. It demonstrates nineteenth
century rural settlement patterns and a now largely
superseded type of fence construction, and has high
potential to provide both research and educational
information regarding mid-nineteenth and early
twentieth century fencing practices within Victoria.

The She-Oak Hill Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
historically significant at the LOCAL level (AHC A3,
A4, B2, D2). It includes some of the major walls in the
Shire, in terms of length and variety of wall types; the
longest dry stone wall in the Shire (3.8 kilometres);
high and long all-stone walls; one of the two best
surviving examples of the most common style of wall
in the Shire (composite stone and post-and-wire
fences) composite walls (some with remnants of early
post and rail tops); and walls with different stone types,
ranging from the typical Melton heavy round lava

Construction and repair of dry stone walls: ¢.1850s-1920s
HO14, HO15, HO37, HO39, HO40, HO50

basalt, to a rare red hued wall with angled vesicular
fieldstone near the She-Oak Hill scoria cone. The
precinct demonstrates, in the arrangement of walled
enclosures and paddocks, early farming settlement
patterns of Melbourne’s western plains. The cultural
landscape includes four dwellings of heritage
significance, ranging from substantial nineteenth
century bluestone homesteads (Pinewood and Glencoe,
HO 37 and HO 14), rare in the Shire; to a Federation
era timber cottage (Angus Downs, HO 15); and an
interwar timber bungalow (Kororoit Park Stud, HO
39). The precinct is historically significant for its
association with the pioneer settler John Beaty and his
family, who built (or commissioned) the construction
of all but one of the walls.

The She-Oak Hill Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
aesthetically significant at the LOCAL level(AHC E1).
The dry stone walls which cross the landscape in
regular enclosure patterns, make a fundamental
statement about human interaction with the volcanic
landscape of which they are a part. The precinct has
views of two volcanic sources: the more vertical and
conical shape of She Oak Hill to the south; and the
broader shape of Aitkens Hill, a ‘lava shield” volcano
to the north. While the most publicly accessible walls
are not high or dramatic, their original rural context is
intact, ensuring that the walls are a prominent feature
of the cultural landscape. The precinct affords beautiful
pastoral views of farms, walls and wooded hills in the
distance in undulating terrain, which contrasts to all the
other very flat precincts. Numerous individual walls,
including Walls R309 and R297 have excellent
sculptural qualities and are expressive of the skilled
craftsmanship of their builders.

The She-Oak Hill Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
scientifically significant at the LOCAL level (A1, C2).
The walls in the precinct demonstrate two different
type of volcanic eruption points: She Oak Hill (a
‘scoria hill” which emitted a more irregular vesicular
stone); and Aitkens Hill (a ‘lava shield’ volcano which
emitted a heavy round lava basalt). The walls also
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have potential to yield research information regarding
nineteenth century rural settlement patterns and farm
management, and ways of life on Melbourne’s western
plains. In particular they have high potential for
research of mid nineteenth century wall construction
techniques, and the early twentieth century
modification of these for changing farming practices.

The She-Oak Hill Dry Stone Wall Precinct is socially
significant at the LOCAL level (AHC G1). The
precinct has the potential to educate the community in
regard to wall construction techniques, and also
nineteenth century farm management, settlement
patterns, and ways of life.

Overall, the She-Oak Hill Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
of LOCAL heritage significance.

The following extract from Council’s GIS records all
the walls in the She-Oak Hill Precinct (Blackhill

Road):
HO202
Wall No. | Nearest Road
R194 Blackhill Road
R195 Blackhill Road
R196 Ryans Lane
R245 Diggers Rest Coimadai Road
R246 Blackhill Road
R247 Blackhill Road
R248 Blackhill Road
R301 Blackhill Road
R302 Blackhill Road
R303 Blackhill Road
R304 Blackhill Road
R305 Blackhill Road
R307 Blackhill Road
R308 Blackhill Road
R37 Blackhill Road

Consultants: Jim Holdsworth, Raelene Marshall, David Moloney (2007) Sera Jane Peters (2011)
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HO203 — Mount Atkinson Dry Stone Wall Precinct

Melton Dry Stone Walls Survey Nos:
Location:

Critical Dates:

(See description)
Hopkins Road, Boundary Road, Middle Road, Truganina

Original construction of most c.late 1850s — 1870s;

extensive reconstruction of most Rocklands walls ¢.1930s

Existing Heritage Listings: HO114
Recommended Level of Significance: LOCAL

Statement of Significance:

The Mount Atkinson Dry Stone Wall Precinct is a
group of characteristic and distinctive Shire of Melton
walls built c.late 1850s to 1870s. It is significant at the
LOCAL level as the densest concentration of dry stone
walls in the Shire, for its demonstration of rural
settlement patterns; for its demonstration of the early
farming settlement of South Derrimut (Truganina /
Tarneit), which was particularly dry, and partly
isolated by the surrounding huge Rockbank pastoral
estate; for its associations with gold-rush land
speculators and the issue of closed roads on pastoral
estates; for its demonstration of skilled craftsmanship;
for the evocative names of two of its major properties —
Rocklands and Rockbank; and for its potential to
provide both research and educative information
regarding nineteenth century farming and pastoral
practices on Melbourne’s western plains.

The Mount Atkinson Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
historically significant at the LOCAL level (AHC A3,
A4, B2, D2). The precinct demonstrates the early
pastoral and farming settlement patterns of
Melbourne’s western plains. It is significant as the
densest group of dry stone walls in the Shire of Melton.
The walls express nineteenth century small farming
practices, and the particular difficulties of water supply
and transport that hindered farming in this region. The
precinct is framed by two original Rockbank boundary
walls, associated with WJT Clarke and his son Sir WJ

Clarke. Some of the dry stone walls in the precinct are
the best evidence of the widespread activity of land
speculators along gold-rush routes in Melton Shire, and
more widely across Melbourne’s western plains, that is
known to survive. The walls along Mt Atkinson Road
and Hopkins Road are almost certainly associated with
the controversial issue of ‘closed roads’ on pastoral
estates.

The precinct includes some excellent high and long all-
stone walls (eg Wall B118), and composite stone and
post & wire, with characteristic broad-based and
pyramidal (rather than vertical) section. They are
expressive of the historical diversity of dry stone wall
construction in Victoria and are representative of the
dominant type of wall in Melton Shire, and
Melbourne’s west. The shape of the walls is largely a
function of the high proportion of round and smooth
stones, which are characteristic of Melbourne’s
western plains. The precinct also contains excellent
examples of original composite low stone and post and
wire walls, including what is probably the best
preserved example of this significant type of wall in
the Shire (Wall B46 on Middle Road). An immensely
significant stone structure in the precinct is the small
dam on Rocklands (Wall B44). The precinct is also
significant for its ongoing association with the Hopkins
family, three of whom were Braybrook Shire
Councillors (and one a President) in the nineteenth
century, and after whom Hopkins Road is named; the
family still occupies the late 1850s Rocklands
homestead and farms the property.

The Mount Atkinson Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
aesthetically significant at the LOCAL level (AHC
E1). Some of the individual walls have good
sculptural qualities, and are expressive of the
craftsmanship of their builders. Although the
landscape is flat and the walls generally follow the grid
pattern of roads and subdivisions, the relative
concentration of walls enables some landscape views
of multiple walls. The views to and from the
homestead and gardens of Rocklands, to the open
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farmland to the north, west and east are highly
evocative of its C19th pastoral origins. The garden
setting of the homestead, with high walls to enclose
stock, C19th garden plants and mature plantation trees,
is rare for its intactness and visual cohesion as a C19th
farm landscape, in an area undergoing rapid
urbanization.

The Mount Atkinson Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
scientifically significant at the LOCAL level (A1, C2).
The precinct demonstrates the volcanic origin of the
landscape, and is associated with the Mount Atkinson
‘Lava Hill’. The walls have the potential to yield
research information regarding wall construction
techniques, nineteenth century rural settlement patterns
and farm management, and ways of life on
Melbourne’s western plains.

The Mount Atkinson Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
socially significant at the LOCAL level (AHC G1).
The precinct has the potential to educate the
community in regard to wall construction techniques,
and also nineteenth century farm management,
settlement patterns, and ways of life on Melbourne’s
western plains.

Overall, the Mount Atkinson Dry Stone Wall Precinct
is of LOCAL significance.

The following extract from Council’s GIS records all
the walls in the Mount Atkinson Precinct (Hopkins
Road District):

HO203

Wall No. | Nearest Road
B169 Hopkins Road
B170 Hopkins Road
B38 Hopkins Road
B39 Hopkins Road
B40 Middle Road
B43 Middle Road
B45 Middle Road
B46 Middle Road
B47 Hopkins Road
G84 Mt Atkinson Road
G85 Boundary Road

HO203

Wall No. | Nearest Road
B115 Mt Atkinson Road
B116 Mt Atkinson Road
B118 Boundary Road
B120 Boundary Road
B121 Hopkins Road
B123 Hopkins Road
B124 Hopkins Road
B125 Hopkins Road
B126 Hopkins Road
B127 Hopkins Road
B130 Hopkins Road

Consultants: Jim Holdsworth, Raelene Marshall, David Moloney (2007) Sera Jane Peters (2011)
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HO 204 — Greigs Road Dry Stone Wall Precinct

Melton Dry Stone Walls Survey Nos:
Location:

Critical Dates:

(See description)
Greigs Road, Rockbank

Original construction of most c.late 1850s — 1870s; considerable

reconstruction

Existing Heritage Listings:

Recommended Level of Significance: LOCAL

Statement of Significance:

The Greigs Road Dry Stone Wall Precinct is a group of
characteristic Shire of Melton walls, built c.late 1850s
to 1870s. It is significant at the LOCAL level as a
dense concentration of dry stone walls in Melton Shire.
The visual accessibility of the walls is a feature of the
precinct, with walls highly visible to vehicles travelling
along one of the Shire’s major historic roads. It is
significant for its demonstration of early small farming
settlement patterns on the dry Melton Plains; for its
strong historical association with gold-rush land
speculators; for its demonstration of skilled
craftsmanship; and for its potential to provide both
research and educative information regarding
nineteenth century farming and pastoral practices on
Melbourne’s western plains. It is also associated with
Victoria’s seminal pastoral industry which dominated
Melton during the nineteenth century; and whose wall
patterns contrast to those of smaller farmers.

The Greigs Road Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
historically significant at the LOCAL level (AHC A3,
A4, B2, D2). Greigs Road is significant for its
association with Victoria’s gold-rush years; it was one
of the major early routes to the Ballarat and Blackwood
rushes. As such it became the focus for land
speculation, and the centre of goldrush land
subdivision in the Shire. A few small fragments of the
pattern of these speculative subdivisions preserved by
dry stone walls are witness to the extent of gold-fever

HO108, HO112, HO1113

in Victoria in the 1850s, and the intense activity along
Greigs Road during this period. The precinct
demonstrates the early pastoral and farming settlement
patterns of Melbourne’s western plains. It is
significant as the one of the most concentrated groups
of dry stone walls in the Shire of Melton. The precinct
includes early Rockbank estate boundary walls, which
express the Shire’s seminal and dominating nineteenth
century pastoral industry, and in particular the activity
of WIT Clarke and his son Sir WJ Clarke.

While including some all-stone walls, most walls are
composite stone and post & wire, with characteristic
broad-based and pyramidal (rather than vertical) cross-
section. The shape of the walls is largely a function of
the high proportion of round and smooth stones in the
district, which makes coursing difficult. They express
the historical diversity of dry stone wall construction in
Victoria, and are representative of the typical style of
wall in Melton Shire and Melbourne’s west.

The Greigs Road Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
aesthetically significant at the LOCAL level (AHC
E1). The dry stone walls which cross the landscape in
regular enclosure patterns, make a fundamental
statement about human interaction with the volcanic
landscape of which they are a part. The precinct has
views of two volcanic sources: Mount Cottrell to the
south and Mount Atkinson to the east. The most
publicly accessible walls have good sculptural
qualities, their original rural context is intact and most
major roads in the precinct have walls along them,
ensuring that the walls are a prominent feature of the
cultural landscape.

The Greigs Road Dry Stone Wall Precinct is
scientifically significant at the LOCAL level (Al, C2).
The precinct demonstrates the volcanic origin of the
landscape, and is also associated with the geologically
significant Mount Cottrell ‘lava shield” volcano. The
walls have the potential to yield research information
regarding wall construction techniques, nineteenth
century rural settlement patterns and farm
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management, and ways of life on Melbourne’s western
plains.

The Greigs Road Dry Stone Wall Precinct is socially
significant at the LOCAL level (AHC G1). The
precinct has the potential to educate the community in
regard to wall construction techniques, and also
nineteenth century farm management, settlement
patterns, and ways of life on Melbourne’s western
plains.

Overall, the Greigs Road Dry Stone Wall Precinct is of
LOCAL significance.

The following extract from Council’s GIS records all
the walls in the Greigs Road precinct:

HO204

Wall No. | Nearest Road
J151 Leakes Road
J152 Paynes Road
J153 Greigs Road

HO204

Wall No. | Nearest Road
C69 Greigs Road
C70 Greigs Road
C71 Troups Road
D1 Greigs Road
D80 Troups Road
D81 Greigs Road
D82 Greigs Road
J132 Leakes Road
J133 Leakes Road
J134 Leakes Road
J136 Greigs Road
J137 Greigs Road
J143 Paynes Road
J144 Paynes Road
J145 Greigs Road
J146 Greigs Road
J147 Greigs Road
J148 Greigs Road
J149 Greigs Road
J150 Leakes Road
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HO 205 — Selection Wall, Western Highway

Melton Dry Stone Walls Survey No.:

Location:

N224. (The Gidney Wall)
2344-2412 Western Highway Rockbank; 1031-1085 Beattys Road

Rockbank; 986-1008, 1010-1024, 1026-1040, 1042-1060 Leakes
Road, Rockbank. Crown Allotments 2, 3, 5, Section 7, Parish of

Kororoit

Critical Dates:

Original construction 1867-68;

progressive (non skilled) repair and reconstruction

Existing Heritage Listings: None

Recommended Level of Significance: LOCAL

Statement of Significance:

The dry stone wall between the Western Highway and
Beattys Road, Rockbank, is significant at the LOCAL
level. Built ¢.1867-68, it is now an early and rare
vestige of the opening up of the Rockbank commons
for Selection in 1867. It is one of the longest walls in
the Shire. It is the only example of the significant
heritage of dry stone walls of the Shire of Melton that
is visible to city-bound traffic on one of Victoria’s
major highways.

The dry stone wall, also known as the Selection Wall
between the Western Highway and Beattys Road,
Rockbank, is historically significant at the LOCAL
level. (AHC A4, B2, D2) The wall is expressive of
early farming practices on Melbourne’s western plains.
The wall is an early, rare, and one of the most
substantial surviving structures of any sort associated
with the Rockbank selections in the 1860s and 70s; the
only building known to survive from this selection
period is the (much altered) former Rose & Crown
Hotel,(HO 121) built 1875; other extant dry stone walls
from the Rockbank selection era are very much
remnants of the originals. The wall comprises the most
substantial surviving evidence of Isaac Gidney’s
Spring Farm, and his trade of horses and chaff for the
India army, an enterprise engaged in by some large

farmers in the Melton — Werribee districts. The wall is
also associated with Digby Tarleton, a local farmer and
Newmarket stock dealer, whose family still lives in
Melton, and who married the daughter of celebrated
Melton midwife Hannah Watts.

The dry stone wall between the Western Highway and
Beattys Road, Rockbank is aesthetically significant at
the LOCAL level. (AHC E1). It is one of the longest
walls in the Shire, and one of only 13% of all walls that
were recorded as being over 1300 millimetres in
height. Its construction is representative of a typical
style of wall in Melton Shire and Melbourne’s west. It
is one of the most prominent walls in the Shire by
virtue of its location on the Western Highway. It is
perpendicular to the highway, and is the only dry stone
wall in the Shire of Melton that is in any way
conspicuous to city-bound travellers on the Western
Highway. Its visibility is greatly enhanced by its rural
context of flat farmland and the virtual absence of
buildings in its immediate vicinity.

The dry stone wall between the Western Highway and
Beattys Road, Rockbank is scientifically significant at
the LOCAL level. (A1, C2) It demonstrates the
volcanic origin of the landscape. Its stone is generally
smooth, round and dense with little surface friction,
typical of Melton’s dry stone walls. The wall has the
potential to yield research information regarding wall
construction techniques, nineteenth century rural
settlement patterns, the impact of the Selection Acts,
and ways of life on Melbourne’s western plains.

The dry stone wall between the Western Highway and
Beattys Road, Rockbank is socially significant at the
LOCAL level (AHC G1). It has the potential to
educate the community in regard to wall construction
techniques, and also nineteenth century farm
management, settlement patterns, and ways of life on
Melbourne’s western plains. As the only dry stone
wall in the Shire of Melton that is effectively visible to

Consultants: Jim Holdsworth, Raelene Marshall, David Moloney (2007) Sera Jane Peters (2011) 16 of 19



Melton Planning Scheme C100 — Dry Stone Wall Study Volume 3 — Statements of Significance — Incorporated
Document

city-bound traffic it has considerable potential for
restoration and public education / interpretation
regarding the important dry stone wall heritage of the
Shire of Melton.

Overall, the dry stone wall between the Western
Highway and Beattys Road, Rockbank is of LOCAL
significance.
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HO206 — Plumpton Road Wall

Melton Dry Stone Walls Survey No.: 200
625-833 Holden Road, Plumpton; Lots 1, 2 & 3, LP 135872

Original construction sometime between 1854 —1885;

Location:

Critical Dates:

considerable repair and reconstruction

Existing Heritage Listings:

Recommended Level of Significance: LOCAL

Statement of Significance:

The Plumpton Road Wall, built sometime between
1854 and 1885, is a remnant of a group of dry stone
walls built in the northern part of the Clarke Rockbank
station. It is significant at the LOCAL level as one of
the largest and more intact remnants of a Clarke
boundary wall in the Shire of Melton, and as one of a
diminishing number of all-stone, dry stone walls
remaining in the north of the Shire. Its significance as
a demonstration of nineteenth century pastoralism in
the Shire of Melton is enhanced by its link to the
nearby Holden Dam, and its location in the prime
sheep fattening country of the Rockbank estate.

The Plumpton Road Wall is historically significant at
the LOCAL level. (AHC A4, B2, D2) The wall is
expressive of early pastoral practices on Melbourne’s
western plains. It is an early Rockbank station
boundary wall which express the Shire’s seminal and
dominating nineteenth century pastoral industry, and in
particular the activity of nationally significant
pastoralist WJT Clarke and his son Sir WJ Clarke. The
wall is a boundary wall, the most common type of
fence associated with a pastoral estate, and contrasting
to the walls of small farmers. It is one of few dry stone
walls that were built on the prime northern part of the
Rockbank station, used for fattening sheep prior to sale
at Newmarket; its significance is enhanced by its
proximity and likely former functional relationship
with the nearby Holden Dam. The wall is situated on

Associated with HO 53

‘Plumpton Road’, named after Australia’s first
Plumpton, and was possibly a part of WJT Clarke’s
pioneering coursing events in the area.

The Plumpton Road Wall is aesthetically significant at
the LOCAL level. (AHC E1) The Plumpton Road
wall makes a fundamental statement about human
interaction with the volcanic landscape of which itisa
part. Looking to the west, across grazing paddocks are
views of the Mount Kororoit volcanic cone. In its
original rural context the wall is a prominent feature as
one drives along Plumpton Road. The wall has been
repaired with a higher degree of care and skill than is
evident with most of the walls in the Shire. It is now a
comparatively scarce example of an all-stone wall,
rather than the more typical composite wall, and in
parts has excellent sculptural qualities. It expresses the
historical diversity of dry stone wall construction in
Victoria, and is representative of the typical style of
wall in the Shire of Melton and Melbourne’s west. The
cypress plantation along most of the wall, while
diminishing its original historical context, and
constituting a potential threat to the structure, echoes
and highlights the length of the wall and enhances its
aesthetic quality. It is situated on one of the few north-
south roads of the Shire, with good visual access to
travellers.

The Plumpton Road Wall is scientifically significant at
the LOCAL level. (A3, C2) It demonstrates the
volcanic origin of the landscape. It is one of a group of
dry stone walls and dams on Plumpton and Holden
Roads that are situated south of two unnamed former
volcanic eruption points that are the likely source of
the stone of the walls. The wall has the potential to
yield research information regarding wall construction
techniques, nineteenth century rural settlement
patterns, pastoral management, and ways of life on
Melbourne’s western plains.

The Plumpton Road Wall is socially significant at the
LOCAL level (AHC G1). It has the potential to
educate the community in regard to wall construction
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techniques, and also nineteenth century farm
management, settlement patterns, and ways of life on
Melbourne’s western plains.

Overall, the Plumpton Road Wall is of LOCAL
significance.
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	HO200 – Mount Cottrell Dry Stone Wall Precinct
	Melton Dry Stone Walls Survey Nos:  (See description)
	Location:  Mount Cottrell
	Critical Dates:  Construction of Mount Cottrell Road walls, c.mid-late 1850s; construction of Wall F96, c.1876; construction of wall F100, c.1879
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