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No. 392: Tibbermore 
 

Address 687 Hopkins Road, Truganina 

Significance Local 

Construction Dates Circa 1860s-1870s 

Period Victorian 

Date Inspected 22 March 2018 (though only from the front fence) 

 

 
 

Statement of Significance 
 

What is Significant? 

The original basalt part of Tibbermore at 687 Hopkins Road, Truganina, which has been incorporated into the rear part of the 

building. It was built for Robert Henry Faragher, probably circa 1860s-1870s.  

 

In addition, possibly the water tank, outbuildings, and other items in the vicinity of the main house may also date to an early 

phase/s of development at the site.  

 

There are also sections of drystone walling which are significant and are included in the Mt Atkinson Dry Stone Wall Precinct 

(HO203). 

 

The Federation period component of the house (front part) has some heritage value in its form, though it has been much altered. 

The house was enlarged in 1903 for Finlay McPhail. The alterations were probably due to damage sustained by a 1968 bushfire. 

The Federation period component has the potential to be more sympathetically presented or possibly reconstructed, if 

documentation survives or investigations are undertaken to reveal earlier detailing. 
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How is it Significant? 

Tibbermore at 687 Hopkins Road, Truganina is of local historical and representative significance to the City of Melton. 

 

Why is it Significant? 

Tibbermore at 687 Hopkins Road, Truganina is historically significant for being an early basalt house. Although its date of 

construction has not been confirmed, it is likely to date to the 1860s or 1870s. It was one of a few such buildings, or remnants of 

buildings, which survive in the municipality and which are evocative of an early phase of European settlement in the area. 

 

It has associations with Robert Faragher, an early occupant and prominent citizen in the district. He was probably living at the 

site by 1856 a few years after he emigrated from England. The Faragher family retained the property for nearly half a century. 

(Criterion A) 

 

Tibbermore at 687 Hopkins Road, Truganina is of representative significance for incorporating a relatively intact, basalt 

component within a larger Federation period house, which although altered externally, retains its early 20th century form. 

(Criterion D) 

 
Description 
The site was only inspected from the front boundary on 22 March. From the road a group of later buildings, set back over 300 

metres, are partly visible but the main house and other nearby outbuildings are not at all visible.  

 

The main buildings are located in the north-west corner of the property, over 650 metres from Hopkins Road. There is a single 

sided, tree-lined avenue which extends from the front gate along the northern boundary, with a drystone wall to the other side. 

The front gateway is not original and includes timber paling fence and steel gates with spearheads to one of the railings.  

 

The following description relates to a set of photographs taken about 2000 and current aerial imagery.  

 

The main group includes a house, tank and various outbuildings. 

 

The house consists of three distinct sections – a larger front section; earlier basalt sections to the rear, that have been partly 

integrated into the front section; and skillion roof additions to the rear (west and north elevations). Externally, the front section 

and skillion additions are clad in faux brick sheeting.  

 

The front section has an asymmetric format with a projecting gable end and offset verandah, typical of the Federation period 

however all period detailing has been replaced or obscured by the existing cladding. These changes may have been undertaken 

after the 1968 fire which is said to have charred the house. The verandah has a tiled deck, square timber posts, and lacks 

decorative detailing. The front windows are timber-framed however have horizontal glazing bars, which are typical of the mid-20th 

century. The roof is clad in concrete pan tiles and the bargeboards to the gable end have a plain profile and there is a painted 

brick chimney with corbelled cap. The side addition has sliding aluminium windows. Some rooms have decorative pressed metal 

ceilings, probably dating to the Federation period. 

 

The rear basalt section, at the south-west corner of the house, has a separate hip roof. The basalt blocks are mostly rock faced 

and laid in courses. There is quoining to the windows and the lintels have a sparrow picked finish or the like. The basalt has been 

painted. There are basalt components with various stone masons markings including a triangle and possibly a tree. This section 

has timber-framed, double hung sash windows. Some of these rooms may have timber-lined walls. 

 

There is an underground circular tank to the north side of the house which projects partly above ground. It has basalt lined walls 

with wide mortar joints suggesting a later 20th century construction.  

 

Other structures are a metal tank stand to the south side of the house.   
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History 
The subject site is Crown Portion 4, Section 1, Parish of Derrimut which was granted to J Begg on 16 May 1854. The area of this 

allotment was 104 acres (about 42 hectares).1 

 

It is likely that the subject site was acquired soon after by Robert Henry Faragher in 1856, who was listed at Derrimut Plains on a 

104 acre property.2 A Robert Faragher from the Isle of Man had arrived in Melbourne by the ship Covenanter by early March 

1853 as a notice was placed in the Argus by brother Dan (Robert Henry had a brother Daniel) at Forest Creek (Castlemaine).3 It 

is possible he had arrived in 1852 as a Robert Fargher [sic], farmer aged 23, on the ship Covenanter in 1852 in Melbourne.4 

Robert Henry Faragher was definitely residing in Victoria by 1855 as he married Elizabeth Cannell in that year.5 

 

 
Derrimut Parish Plan, D39(5) 
(Source: Landata) 

 

Robert Henry Faragher was well-established in the area by 1865 as he was listed as one of the initial trustees of the Truganina 

cemetery.6 About this time, three members of the family died: a brother, Daniel (1868), his wife, Christina (1869), and their son 

John James (1866).7 In a notice of 1868 regarding the will of Daniel, he is described as a farmer at Derrimut.8 As such, it is likely 

that the family were living at the subject site and probably in the earlier basalt section by this time, though there may have been 

an earlier, timber house built prior.  

 

In 1877, the Net Annual Value (NAV) of his property was £140, which was one of more substantial properties/high valuation in 

the area.9 

 

Robert Faragher was president of the Shire of Braybrook in 1879 and was a councillor in 1887.10 The Braybrook Road Board, 

which existed for a decade from 1860 to 1870, was the first stage in local government. It was superseded by the formation of the 

                                                                 
1  Derrimut Parish Plan, D39(5) and D2516 
2  'Legislative Council', Argus, 26 May 1856, p7. Whilst there were some other Crown allotments in the vicinity also consisting of 104 

acres, Faragher is not known to have owned any of these parcels of land. 
3  'Missing Friends', Argus, 4 March 1853, p2 
4  Passenger List, 1852, entry no. 123 
5  Marriage Index, 1788-1950 (database on-line at Ancestry.com) 
6  Victoria Government Gazette, 31 October 1854, p2536 
7  Neil T Hansen, 'Truganina, Victoria – Historical and Genealogical Items', The Australian Genealogist, 1955 (?), p186 [ photocopy 

held by City of Melton] 
8  'Judicial and Law Notices', Argus, 21 August 1868, p3 
9  'Shire of Braybrook', Williamstown Chronicle, 27 October 1877, p4 
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Braybrook Shire in 1871, which existed until 1951 when it was incorporated into the City of Sunshine.11 Faragher is associated 

with other buildings in the Truganina area as he was listed as a Councillor on the foundation stone for the Shire of Braybrook 

municipal offices.12 

 

Little information has come to light about his farming activity however in an 1883 live stock report, it was noted that Robert 

Faragher of Mount Cotterell sold 71 ewes and wethers in the fat sheep category and 33 fat lambs in Melbourne.13 About this 

time, two of his daughters died, Catherine in 1883 (aged 27) and Elizabeth in 1884 (aged 26).14 

 

Robert Henry died on 28 January 1891 at the age of 64 and was buried at the Truganina cemetery, along with several family 

members, including his wife Elizabeth (nee Cannell), who died shortly after in May 1891.15 Unfortunately no description of the 

house is provided in the details of his will, which are as follows: 

Robert Henry Faragher, of Derrimut, Victoria, farmer, by his will dated January 18, 1889, … appointed his wife, Elizabeth Faragher, 
executrix, and Robert Faragher and George Craine, executors. He bequeathed all his real and personal property to his said wife for 
her life, and, after her death, to his son, William Henry Faragher, all his real property situated in Stawell-street, West Melbourne; and to 
his son, Robert Faragher, all the residue of his real and personal estate. He bequeathed to his son, Daniel Thomas Faragher, the sum 
of one hundred pounds, free of legacy duty. The testator died January 28, 1891, and the will was sworn at £4000 real and £799 
personal. Total, £4799.16 
 

In July 1900, when the first Torrens title for the subject site was created, it remained part of much larger holdings of about 585 
acres.17 At this time, Robert Faragher (son of Robert Henry), farmer of Tower Hill, Koroit was the proprietor. It subsequently 
changed ownership a few times in the following years as it was acquired in April 1902 by Finlay McPhail, gentleman of Daviot 
Lorne Street, Moonee Ponds.18 In the following year, 1903, the front part of the house, originally clad in weatherboards, is said to 
have been constructed.19 McPhail did not however live at the site and only retained it for about four years as it was sold to a local 
grazier, John Walter Leigh of Derrimut, in March 1906.20 In a 1910 notice, Leigh is noted as living at Tarneit.21 
 

When the property was acquired by William James Hanan, farmer of Horsham in June 1913, the holdings had been slightly 

increased to about 608 acres. In 1927 Hanan sold the larger portion on the east side of Hopkins Road (about 405 acres) to 

Charles Cummins Cherry.22 Hanan retained the west portion of nearly 203 acres, including the subject site, for about 20 years. 

Hanan was first listed as residing in Derrimut (which was initially an alternate name for the area) in 1914 with his wife Ellen. They 

were last listed in 1928 at Derrimut but by 1931 were living in Footscray North.23 Hanan died at North Williamstown in 1950.24 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
10  'Shire of Braybrook', Williamstown Chronicle, 13 December 1879, p3; 'Braybrook Shire Council', Bacchus Marsh Express, 7 May 

1887, p3 
11  Damian Vetri, Braybrook: a history, 2006, pp2-3. The shire incorporated land between St Albans in the north and Derrimut to the 

south.  
12  'Some Interesting News of the Shire's History', Sunshine Advocate, 29 September 1933, p1 
13  'Live Stock Report', Weekly Times, 15 December 1883, p14 
14  Neil T Hansen, 'Truganina, Victoria – Historical and Genealogical Items', The Australian Genealogist, 1955 (?), p186 [ photocopy 

held by City of Melton] 
15  Neil T Hansen, 'Truganina, Victoria – Historical and Genealogical Items', The Australian Genealogist, 1955 (?), p186 [ photocopy 

held by City of Melton]; the month of March is incorrectly listed in another source (Ancestry.com.au – Australia and New Zealand, 
Find a Grave Index 1800s –current [database on-line]; 'Funeral Notices', Age, 6 May 1891, p8 

16  'Wills and Bequests', Table Talk, 27 February 1891, p11; Will 18 June 1889.  
17  This included parts of two adjoining allotments (nos 2 + 6) in section 1 and most/all of four allotments on the east side of Hopkins 

Road (nos 2, 3, 4, + 6 in Section 2). 
18  Certificate of Title, vol. 2770/folio 853 
19  David Moloney, Shire of Melton Heritage Study Stage One 2002: Places of Potential Heritage Significance, p92 
20  Certificate of Title, vol. 2770/folio 853. In a 1911 notice, Finlay McPhail is noted as living at Daviot in Lorne Street, Moonee Ponds 

(Argus, 25 November 1911, p12) and probably resided there until his death in late 1944 (Argus, 21 February1945, p13) 
21  'Judicial and Law Notices', Argus, 3 September 1910, p21 
22  Certificate of Title, vol. 3700/folio 193 
23  Electoral Roles: 1914, Division of Corio, p5; 1928, Division of Corio, p9; 1931, Division of Maribyrnong, p72 
24  Age, 22 May 1950, p2 
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Extent of holdings associated with Tibbermore at beginning of 20th century. Subject site (yellow) 
(Source: Certificate of Title, vol. 2770/folio 853) 

 

The site was identified on the 1930/33 plan in a generic manner providing no detail about individual buildings.25 

 

In April 1934, the property was acquired by Harold Clarence Knowles, grocer and his wife, Myrtle May Knowles. Their address 

was noted as Hopkins Road, Truganina.26 The property changed ownership a few times over the next two decades: William 

Athol, farmer of St Albans in 1940; John William Taylor farmer of Wongarra in 1950; David Henneg, farmer of Eden Hope in 

1951; and the head of the current family, then an airline pilot based in Glenroy in 1952. The holdings were separated into 3 titles. 

 

A group of buildings including the house is evident in a 1948 aerial photograph.27 

 

On 8 January 1968, a fire swept through the Truganina district though more damaged was sustained just south of the shire when 

various historic basalt buildings were destroyed. 28 On this day, fires also ravaged Lara and other southern parts of the state in 

the vicinity of Melbourne also affecting nearby areas such as Brooklyn and Tarneit.29 The house was said to be reclad after the 

1968 fire, though Tibbermore is said to have had a 'narrow escape'.30 Charring is said to be evident in the timber component.31 

 

The 42.36 hectare, original Crown allotment 4 has been retained by the current family since late 1982.32  

 

It is not certain when the name Tibbermore became associated with the site. It may derive from that of a village near Perth in 

central Scotland.  

 

                                                                 
25  'Victoria, Melbourne', Australian Section, Imperial General Staff [cartographic material] 1930/1933 (rev.) 
26  Certificate of title, vol. 5896/folio 073 
27  Melbourne A2 (848 A2), land.vic.gov.au 
28  Esther Murray, The Plains of Iramoo, 1974, p99; David Moloney, Shire of Melton Heritage Study Stage Two, 2006: Environmental 

History, p151. The 1968 fire is sometimes incorrectly referred to as occurring in 1969. 
29  Age, 9 January 1969, pp1-3 
30  David Moloney, Shire of Melton Heritage Study Stage One 2002: Places of Potential Heritage Significance, p92; D Moloney, Shire of 

Melton Heritage Study Stage Two, 2006: Environmental History, p151. 
31  D Moloney et al, Shire of Melton Heritage Study, vol. 5, 2006-2008, heritage overlay no. 114 (Rocklands) 
32  Certificate of title, vol. 9500/folio 952 
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Thematic Context/Comparative Analysis 
City of Melton Historical Themes:  

Community – towns and people 

Pastoralism  

 

Known comparable places in the City of Melton 

Historically, this is one of a small number of stone cottages/houses remaining in the municipality. Similar places include: 

• HO29 - Former ‘Yangardook’ Cottage, 575-685 Gisborne Melton Road (Place no. 037): circa 1860s basalt cottage restored 

in the 1970s. 

• HO38 - Stone Cottage, 189-193 Blackhill Road, Toolern Vale (Place no. 61): basalt cottage which had been constructed by 

the late 1860s and restored during the late 20th century. 

• HO61 - Basalt Cottage, 2-88 Mt Cottrell Road, Melton (Place no. 144): late 1860s house with associated dry stone walls 

• HO83 - ‘Raglan’s Cottage’, 237 High Street, Melton (Place no. 221): an altered basalt and brick cottage formerly associated 

with the Raglan Hotel. 

• HO113 - ‘Payne’s Cottage’, 638-688 Greigs Road East, Rockbank (Place no. 373): circa 1860 basalt cottage, partly intact. 

• HO114 - ‘Rocklands, 619-653 Hopkins Road, Truganina (Place no. 391): early basalt house (date unknown), with slate roof, 

moderately intact. 

Condition 
Uncertain  

 

Integrity 
Original basalt section seems to be largely intact. 

Federation period house has been altered though form remains intact.  

 

Previous Assessment 
The site was first identified as being of potential heritage significance in Stage One of the Shire of Melton Heritage Study, 2002.33 

In the final report for Stage Two, the site was included in Schedule 3A as a 'conservation desirable place'. It was one of 57 such 

places. 

 

Heritage Overlay Schedule Controls 
External Paint Controls  No 

Internal Alteration Controls  No 

Tree Controls   Yes 

Outbuildings and/or Fences  Yes 

 

  

                                                                 
33  D Moloney, Shire of Melton Heritage Study Stage One 2002: Places of Potential Heritage Significance, p93 
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Extent of Heritage Overlay 
Without the benefit of an inspection, it is difficult to define an appropriate curtilage. Given the age of the house, it is possible 

there are additional items of heritage significance including the outbuildings. It is known that there is an underground water tank 

near the house. As such, it is recommended that a curtilage be at least 10 metres about the house and include the outbuildings. 

 

 
Recommended extent of Heritage Overlay 
(Source: Nearmap 21 April 2018) 

 


