
 

     

01/05/20 

 

Manager City Design, Strategy and Environment. 
Melton City Council 
P.O Box 21, Melton 3337 
 
Sent via Email: citysupport@melton.vic.gov.au 
 
Amendment C198: The amendment proposes to implement the findings of the City of Melton 
Heritage Assessment project 2018 by adding nine places to the schedule to the Schedule to the 
Heritage Overlay and the associated Heritage Overlay mapping. 
 
Dear Manager City Design, 

in 
this matter. 

We are pleased to provide a submission below for the site at 325 Clarkes Road, Brookfield: 

The key points to consider with relation to the sugar gums as per the attached Arboricultural Report 
and further comments received from both Arborist and Heritage consultants:  

We have reviewed the Arboricultural report that was undertaken for the site prepared by Treemap 
Arboriculture (March 2019), attached. 

The report identifies 19 Sugar Gum trees around the former Horse Yard, which differs from the ten 
trees specified in the Statement of Significance as proposed in Amendment C198.  

Of these: 

• Eight have a Health score of ‘Fair to Poor’, nine have a Health score of ‘Poor’, and two have a 
Health score of ‘Very Poor’ 

• All trees have a Structural score of ‘Very Poor’ 
• All trees are now beyond their Useful Life Expectancy of 0 years  

All 19 of these sugar gums have been recommended for removal pursuant to this report.  

We have also received additional correspondence from the Arborist (Treemap), which can be 
summarised as follows: 

• All of the Sugar Gums have been poorly maintained since their alleged association with the 
stud and they could not be practically retained in the presence of people of property, given 
their poor condition 

• The species is widely regarded as an environmental weed in Victoria 
• The trees cannot be preserved safely without barricading them to a distance equal to their 

height 
• It was this species (Sugar Gum), which was pruned (lopped) in a similar fashion to the trees 

on this site that caused the Mickleham Fire in 2014, after a branch fell onto high voltage 
wires 
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Additionally, as mentioned above, it is unclear from the Statement of Significance which 10 Sugar 
Gums are included within the proposed Heritage Overlay, given that all 19 Sugar Gums as described 
in the arborist report are of a poor quality. 

Given the poor quality of the Sugar Gums and the potential risk to both people and property that 
these could have, it is not viable to retain these trees. 

Requested Change 

We request that Council reconsider their current position on retention of these tree in order to 
minimise the risk that these existing trees create. 

Specifically, we request that any mention of the ten Sugar Gums that mark out the outline of the 
former horse yard be removed from the Statement of Significance and from the Heritage Overlay 
Schedule. 

Changes to the Former Melton Stud (HO132) Statement of Significance include deletion of the words, 
“with approximately ten Sugar Gums that mark the outline of the original yard” in the ‘What is 
Significant?’ Section (pg 6), and deletion of the words “Many of the Sugar Gums in the vicinity of the 
stallion box mark the boundary of the attached exercise yard” and changing the words “thirteen 
mature Sugar Gums” to “three mature Sugar Gums” in the ‘Why is it Significant?’ Section (pg 7). 

Changes to the Heritage Overlay Schedule (HO132) include removal of the words “with Sugar Gums” 
after the words “attached exercise yard” in the ‘Heritage Place’ column, and changing the words “13 
Sugar Gums” to “3 Sugar Gums” in the ‘Tree Controls Apply?’ Column. 

 

Sincerely, 




