
A hidden Gem that sparkled 

This is a story about a boy named Ben, who lived with his parents and an elder brother Mick. At school, he was 

not very popular and was always criticized for his behaviour and low results. Ben was not good at studies and 

always underperformed.  

He was constantly compared with Mick, and this further dented his confidence. His parents scolded him and 

always asked him to be like his elder brother. Ben had a problem in understanding the numbers and letters, and 

due to this he was never focussed in the class. 

Considering his poor performance, the Principal of the school advised his parents to send him to the hostel. This 

was a hard decision for the parents but for Ben’s future they swallowed this bitter pill and sent him to the hostel. 

In the hostel, Ben became homesick and even worser in studies.  

There was not much change in his results and the parents were getting worried. But one fine day during his Arts 

class, his teacher saw a sparkle in his eyes when he was drawing and painting. He was just so excited and 

enthusiastic while painting.  

The teacher asked Ben, “Do you like painting?”. 

Ben smiled and replied, “I love drawing and painting.”  

The teacher started spending some extra time with Ben to really get to know the extent of his interest. Suddenly 

an idea popped up in teacher’s mind - to show Ben’s painting skills to his parents and the school. The teacher then 

organised a ‘Drawing competition’ and invited all the students to participate.  

The teacher discussed Ben’s interest for painting with his parents and invited them to come and watch Ben. The 

competition was tough as everyone created real good drawings and paintings. Ben was very focussed and kept 

drawing on the canvas. His parents were pleasantly surprised to see Ben’s interest and the way he was creating 

his painting. 

The moment of truth had arrived when the Final decision was to be announced. There were a few good ones to 

select from, and the Principal announced the winner - a painting of ‘Mona Lisa’. To everyone’s surprise, this 

Masterpiece was created by Ben. 

Ben was overjoyed and his parents could not believe this and started crying. They hugged their son and were so 

proud of his achievement. They were grateful to the Arts teacher for making them realize their son’s real 

potential and hidden talent. 

The parents took him back home and spared a separate room for Ben to enjoy doing what he loves – painting! 

The parent’s love and praise from everyone helped Ben improve in studies and he became a good student.  

 

Moral of the story: 

“Never make judgements on a person’s ability just based on academics as there can be some hidden talent” 

 


