
How the Aboriginal Flag got its Colours 
 
Long, long time ago, there lived a man by the name of Thomas James.  He was teased a lot because 
of his culture and that there was no flag to represent where he came from. 
 
Thomas thought about making a flag.  He worked on it tirelessly for months but sadly and 
unexpectedly he died before he could add colour to the flag.  He had some notes laying around 
about what the flag needed to represent. 
 
The following morning, a big storm occurred through the land and Thomas’ notes went flying 
through the wind.  One of the native animals of the land came across these notes and decided it 
was his mission to complete the flag.  Colo the Koala was his name.  He set out to find black 
material.  Hours went by searching and the Colo became thirsty.  She went to the closest 
watering hole.  She took her first sip and noticed a black rock shimmering in the light of the sun.  
It gave her an idea.  Colo began spreading out all the rock pieces and crushing them together to 
make a powder.  She created black dust. 
 
Later that afternoon, Boomer the kangaroo volunteered to find the yellow material that was 
required for the circle on the flag.  He also worked tirelessly and then became hungry so he 
searched for food.  On his travels, he came across yellow flowers.  He thought it was the perfect 
colour for the flag.  So, he plucked the petals, popped them in his pouch and bounced back to 
share his find with Colo. 
 
The animals had an adventurous day searching for materials but the mission was not yet 
complete.  There was still one part of the flag that needed colour.  As the animals were resting, 
they looked out onto the horizon and they could see the sun going down over Uluru.  The rock 
looked a bright shade of red.  They instantly knew it was the missing piece to their puzzle so off 
they went to collect their last piece of colour. 
 
Finally, the animals had all the colours they needed to complete what Thomas James had set out 
to do.  Thomas’ notes showed three parts to the flag.  The top half of the flag represented the 
people which were the aboriginals and this was to be in coloured black.  The bottom half was to 
represent the spiritual friendship they had with the earth and this was to be coloured red.  The 
circle in the middle that joined the two parts was to be a bright yellow and represented the sun. 
 
The flag finally got its colour and the aboriginal flag was complete.  It flew in the wind with pride 
for all to see. 

 


