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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL HELD 
VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE ON MONDAY 7 MARCH 2022 AT 7:00PM 

 
 
Present: Cr G Kesic (Mayor) 
 Cr L Carli (Deputy Mayor) 

Cr S Abboushi 
 Cr M Deeming 

Cr K Majdlik 
 Cr S Ramsey 

Cr J Shannon 
Cr B Turner 

 Cr A Vandenberg 
 

 
Ms R Wai  Chief Executive Officer 
Mr L Shannon Acting General Manager Corporate Services  
Mr M Heaney General Manager Community Services  
Ms S Romaszko Acting General Manager Planning and Development  

 Mr S McManus Acting Executive Manager Corporate Strategy and Investment 
 Ms B Dosser Manager Legal, Governance and Risk 

Mr B Baggio Manager Planning Services 
Mr S Rumoro Manager Finance 

 Mr J Horne Manager Environment and Waste 
Ms R Hodgson Governance Coordinator  
 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Kesic opened the meeting at 7.00pm with the prayer and reconciliation 
statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Nil.  

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 
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4. DEPUTATIONS 

Suspension of Standing Orders 
Crs Carli/Majdlik. 
That standing orders be suspended to enable Councillors to express their gratitude to Mr. Maurie 
Heaney for his efforts as an employee of Melton City Council and congratulate him on his 
impending retirement. 

CARRIED 
 

Expressions of gratitude to Mr Maurie Heaney, General Manager Community Services, 
thanking him for his long standing service to the Community, the Mayor and Councillors, 
and Staff at Melton City Council.  

Resumption of Standing Orders 
Crs Carli/Majdlik. 
That Standing Orders be resumed. 

CARRIED 
 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Cr Shannon declared a Conflict of Interest pursuant to the Local Government Act 2020 in Item 
17.2, ‘Appointment of Community Members to HRV/Tabcorp Park Community Grants Assessment 
Panel’. 

 

6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 7 February 2022 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Carli. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 7 February 2022 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  

CARRIED 
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7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHAPTER 6, RULE 1 OF THE COUNCIL'S GOVERNANCE RULES 

  
 

 

• 7 February 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• 10 February 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• 14 February 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• 18 February 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• 28 February 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 7 February, 10 February,  
14 February, 18 February and 28 February 2022, provided as Appendices 1 – 5 to this report, be 
received and noted. 
 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Deeming. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 7 February, 10 February,  
14 February, 18 February and 28 February 2022, provided as Appendices 1 – 5 to this report, be 
received and noted, with an additional point in the Councillors’ Discussion on the Summary for  
28 February to include Rubbish Dumping in Taylors Hill, along Hume Drive and Gourlay Road.  

CARRIED 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Record of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 7 February 2022 
2.  Record of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 10 February 2022 
3.  Record of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 14 February 2022 
4.  Record of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 18 February 2022 
5.  Record of Informal Meeting of Councillors - 28 February 2022 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

8.1 PARLIAMENTARIAN AND DEPARTMENTAL LETTERS RECEIVED BY THE MAYOR 
  
 

 

• The Hon Ben Carroll MP – Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters, received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 to this report: 
1) The Hon Ben Carroll MP, Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety - 

letter dated 7 December 2021. 
 
Motion 
Crs Turner/Majdlik. 
That Council receive and note the following Parliamentarian and Departmental letters, received by 
the Mayor, provided as Appendix 1 to this report: 
1) The Hon Ben Carroll MP, Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road Safety - 

letter dated 7 December 2021.  
CARRIED 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  The Hon Ben Carroll MP - Minister for Public Transport, Minister for Roads and Road 

Safety 
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9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Nil.  

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.  

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Name Question asked of Council 
Matthew Roberts On 21 November 2021, Council passed a motion to a 

community awareness campaign about the Victorian 
Government's Sex Work Decriminalisation Bill 2021. 
On 10 February 2022, this bill passed parliament and 
will become law. On 14 February 2022 the Department 
of Justice and Community Safety revealed the details 
of amendments to the Victoria Planning Provisions in 
relation to sex work.  
Now that all sex industry reforms have been 
announced and confirmed by the Victorian 
Government, will Council put forward a corrective 
motion and terminate its plans to contact every local 
state member about this issue? 

Matthew Roberts Council motion 786 relates to developing a Community 
Awareness Campaign in response to the Victorian 
Government’s Sex Work Decriminalisation Bill 2021.  
Did Council consult with any sex workers, or sex worker 
groups prior to passing Motion 786 and its response on 
22 November 2021? 

Shaun McKerral Can council advise what the next steps will be to 
support residents impacted by the proposed solar farm 
off Holden Road in Toolern Vale & if Council will 
continue to oppose this development given the location 
in a green wedge & proximity to historical/tourist 
sensitive areas & existing farms/small business. 
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

Procedural Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Carli. 
That the recommendations as printed in Items 12.1 and 12.3 be adopted en bloc. 

CARRIED 
 

12.1 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Bradley Dosser - Manager Legal, Governance & Risk 

Presenter: Roslyn Wai - Chief Executive Officer  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
appendices to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1) Melton Transport Community Reference Group, Wednesday 8 December 2021. 
2) Policy Review Panel Advisory Committee, Thursday 17 February 2022. 
 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Carli. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
appendices to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the Minutes: 
1) Melton Transport Community Reference Group, Wednesday 8 December 2021. 
2) Policy Review Panel Advisory Committee, Thursday 17 February 2022.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the 
power to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of 
the 2020 Act.   
The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form a written record of 
meeting, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 
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2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference.  The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role.  Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually.  The composition of Advisory Committees for the 2021/22 municipal year was 
approved by Council at its Ordinary Meeting on 22 November 2021. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

Meeting Date Advisory Committee Attached 
8 December 2021 Melton Transport Community Reference Group  Appendix 1 

17 February 2022 Policy Review Panel Advisory Committee Appendix 2 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence  
 

 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council.  Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community.  Such a Committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture.  An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 

6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 
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7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on any of the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 
 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Melton Transport Community Reference Group Meeting Minutes - 8 December 2021 
2.  Policy Review Panel Meeting Minutes - 17 February 2022 
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12.2 2021/22 COUNCIL AND WELLBEING ANNUAL ACTION PLAN SECOND 
QUARTER PROGRESS REPORT 

Author: Bob Baker - Corporate Planning and Performance Coordinator 
Presenter: Sean McManus - Acting Executive Manager Corporate Strategy and Investment  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To provide the second quarter update on the progressive achievement of the Council’s 2021/22 
Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive and note the 2021/22 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan Second 
Quarter Progress Report (1 July – 31 December 2021) as presented at Appendix 1. 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Abboushi. 
That Council receive and note the 2021/22 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan Second 
Quarter Progress Report (1 July – 31 December 2021) as presented at Appendix 1.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The 2021-2025 Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan is prepared in accordance with the 
Local Government Act 2020. The Plan will be reviewed on an annual basis to adapt to the 
evolving needs of our growing community.  
Each year, Council produces an Annual Action Plan identifying the activities and initiatives 
that Council will work towards achieving, which respond to the strategic outcomes and 
strategies identified in the Council and Wellbeing Plan. This is aligned with the Council’s 
annual budget development process. 
The progressive achievement of the Annual Action Plan is reported at the conclusion of each 
quarter of the financial year, with a final summary provided at the conclusion of each 
financial year, through the production of Council’s Annual Report.  
Appendix 1 provides detail on activity for the second quarter (1 July - 31 December 2021), 
in the progressive achievement of the 2021/22 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan. 

2. Background/Issues 
The Council and Wellbeing Plan is Council’s primary vision and strategic planning document 
that establishes the direction Council has committed to for its term of office (4 years). The 
Council and Wellbeing Plan contains objectives, strategies and performance indicators. 
Each year Council provides a range of services, activities and initiatives for the community. 
These key strategic activities and new initiatives are included in the development of an 
Annual Action Plan. 
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The 2021/22 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan provides 185 actions that Council 
has committed to deliver. Council provides the community with quarterly progress reports 
that support Council’s commitment in providing transparency, through public access to 
relevant information, decision making and strategic documents. 
Appendix 1 provides a detailed summary on the status of each action in the 2021/22 
Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan, inclusive of the period from 1 July - 31 December 
2021. The areas with a stronger link to health and wellbeing are displayed with a heart icon ♥ 
 
The following table provides summary of progress against actions. 

Status Description Number of 
actions 

Achieved The Action is completed. 12 

On track The action is on track and expected to be completed 
by the current timeline 172 

Not on Track 
The Action has been delayed impacting on the current 
timeline.  An explanation and any remedial action and 
revised due date, where appropriate, is provided in the 
'progress comments' column 

1 

Postponed 
The Action has been deferred for the financial year.  
An explanation is provided in the 'progress comments' 
column 

0 

Total 185 
 

The following is a selection of actions completed to the end of the second quarter: 

• Reviewed the Melton City Council Recruitment Policy  

• Delivered a number of events to celebrate Children’s Week in the last week of October 

• Delivered the 2021 Business Excellence Awards program culminating in a Gala event 
held in November, highlighting the resilience of businesses during the pandemic 

• Council adopted the Council and Wellbeing Plan 2021-2025 at its 27 September 
Council meeting 

• Council adopted the 2021-2025 Domestic Animal Management Plan 
The single action assessed as Not on Track relates to the delivery of at least 80% of the 
2021/22 Capital Works Program. Covid has significantly impacted this action and the 80% 
target is unlikely to be realised by 30 June 2022. 
Upon Council receipt of this update, the Progress Report will be published on Council’s 
website. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 
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4. Financial Considerations 
Initiatives and activities delivered from the Action Plan are contained within the Council 
approved 2021/22 Budget. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
The 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing planning process was developed in response to the 
deliberative engagement requirements of the Local Government Act 2020. The process 
involved extensive consultation with stakeholders including the community, Council staff, 
government agencies, community organisations and private industry.  
Council also initiated a Community Panel to support the development of the Plan. This 
process resulted in the publication of the 2021-2025 Melton City Council and Wellbeing Plan. 
The 2021/22 Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan is prepared from internal 
consultation of Council staff and management. 

6. Risk Analysis 
Nil 

7. Options 
Nil 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Council and Wellbeing Annual Action Plan 2nd Quarter Progress Report 2021-22 
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12.3 FINANCE REPORT - PERIOD ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2021 
Author: Sam Rumoro - Manager Finance  

Presenter: Sam Rumoro - Manager Finance 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the 2021/2022 Finance Report for the 6 months ended 31 December 2021. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Council note the report and the finance report contained at Appendix 1. 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Carli. 
That the Council note the report and the finance report contained at Appendix 1.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council with this information, comparing actuals for 
the 6 months ending 31 December 2021 and the approved budget for the same period as is 
detailed in Appendix 1. 

2. Background/Issues 
Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2020 specifies as soon as practicable after the end 
of each quarter of the financial year, the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a quarterly 
budget report is presented to the Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
A quarterly budget report (Appendix 1), must include; 

• a comparison of the actual and budgeted results to date; and 

• an explanation of any material variations; and 

• any other matters prescribed by the regulations. 
 
Audit & Risk Committee reviewed the report on 16 February 2022, no changes were required 
following that review. 
The operating surplus for the 6 months ended December 2021 was $145.10 million. This 
compared with a budgeted result of $134.18 million, resulted in a favourable variance of 
$10.92 million. 
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Council operating surplus is largely due to income remaining favourable to budget with rates 
revenue and statutory fees benefiting from continued strong development activity. Operating 
grants were also favourable to budget due to an increase in government support programs, 
while capital grants were unfavourable mainly due to timing of grant receipts. Land sales 
income was higher than budgeted due mainly to timing of GST receipts and budget profiling. 
User fees were unfavourable due to COVID lockdowns. Employee costs were favourable to 
budget due mainly to unfilled vacancies and material costs are favourable due mainly to 
timing of expenditure. 
Council forecasted underlying operating position is in line with projected budget. 
The actual capital expenditure completed at the 31 December 2021 was $20.16 million or 
11.6% of the total budget. 
Council’s has a total of $424.1 million in cash and term deposits at quarter end. Cash and 
term deposit holdings are fully committed, being set aside for restricted reserves, carry 
forward expenditure, employee entitlements and developer contributions received for future 
capital works. The working capital ratio for the YTD period is a healthy 1:4.8. 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
5. A high performing organisation demonstrating leadership and advocacy: An organisation 

operating with innovation, transparency, accountability and sustainability  
5.3  Effective civic leadership, advocacy, partnerships and good governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Council note the operating surplus for the 6 months ended 31 December 2022 and other 
financial matters outlined in Appendix 1. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
N/A 

6. Risk Analysis 
The financial report (Appendix 1), provides transparency over the financial performance of 
Council and will ensure Council’s continued compliance with the legislative requirements. 

7. Options 
The Council can: 
1. Note the report as per the recommendation. 
2. Request further information/clarification if deemed necessary. 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Finance Report 2nd quarter 2021/22 
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12.4 PLANNING APPLICATION PA 2020/7146/1 - USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
LAND FOR A RESIDENTIAL VILLAGE AND ASSOCIATED REMOVAL OF NATIVE 
VEGETATION AT 13-15 DIGGERS REST-COIMADAI ROAD AND 23 TAME 
STREET, DIGGERS REST 

Author: Simon Temple - Principal Planner 
Presenter: Bob Baggio - Manager Planning Services  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider amended plans in relation to the above planning application.   
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council advise the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) that it in principle 
supports the amended plans submitted for the proposed development subject to the conditions. 
 
Motion 
Crs Carli/Deeming. 
That Council advise the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) that it continues to 
oppose the amended proposal and plans submitted for the proposed development for the following 
reasons: 
1. The development is considered too intense and does not provide for a respectful interface 

with the green wedge zoned land adjoining the site. 
2. The development represents disorderly planning because it does not provide for the future 

development of the balance of the land. 
3. It is not clear how the vacant land south of Tame Street will be used and developed in future, 

and how separate emergency access will be achieved to and from the site. 
4. The proposal is not considered to be an appropriate site responsive design that adequately 

addresses the opportunities and constraints of the subject land or respects the existing and 
preferred neighbourhood character of the area and will result in a poor outcome in terms of 
urban design and presentation to the streetscape.  

CARRIED 
Cr Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Deeming, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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REPORT 

1. Background 

Executive Summary 

Applicant: Prime Equity Group Pty Ltd 

Proposal: Use and development of the land for a Residential Village  

Existing Land Use: Vacant 

Zone: General Residential Zone (Schedule 1) 

Overlays: Melbourne Airport Environs Overlay (Schedule 2) 

Number of Objections: 39 (including a petition) 

Key Planning Issues: Reduction in the number of dwellings 
Consent to the amended plans from Melbourne Airport 
Proper and orderly planning (balance of the land) 
Layout/urban design 

Recommendation: Support the amended plans and consent to a planning permit 
being issued by VCAT subject to conditions. 

The Land and Surrounding Area 
The subject site consists of two separate, adjacent land parcels known as Lot 2 on Plan of 
Subdivision PS620952J and Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision PS428824Q. Lot 2 on Plan of 
Subdivision PS620952J (13-15 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road) is located on the southern 
side of Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road, is irregular in shape and has a total area of 43.4 
hectares. Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision PS428824Q (23 Tame Street) is located at the 
southern end of Tame Street, is irregular in shape and has a total area of 1.1 hectares.  
The surrounding area can be characterised as a mix of rural and residential land use and 
development. The adjoining land to the north-east contains established residential 
development in the form of single storey detached brick, weatherboard and colourbond clad 
dwellings with concrete tiled and colourbond clad roofing along both sides of Tame Street. 
The Diggers Rest Railway Station is located approximately 180 metres east of the subject 
land while the Sunbury to Melbourne railway line abuts the eastern boundary of the subject 
land.  
 
The land further north on the opposite side of Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road also contains 
established residential development comprising single and double storey detached brick 
dwellings that form part of the St Genevieve estate. The adjoining land to the south consists 
of vacant rural land. The adjoining land to west contains two single storey detached 
dwellings with associated outbuildings and structures in conjunction with the use of the land 
for rural residential purposes.  
 
The adjoining land to the north-west contains eighteen detached single storey dwellings 
fronting Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road known as former Diggers Rest Army Housing Estate 
and Administration Building.  
 
Refer to Appendix 1 for a locality plan 
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The Application 

Background 
Planning Application PA2020/7146/1 was considered by Council at its Ordinary Meeting on 
28 June 2021 where it resolved to refuse the application (in accordance with the Planning 
Officer’s recommendation) on the following grounds.     
1. The proposal is inconsistent with the relevant state and local planning policies outlined 

under the Planning Policy Framework and Local Planning Policy Framework (including 
Council’s Municipal Strategic Statement and Council’s Housing Diversity Policy) in 
relation to housing and neighbourhood character. 

2. The proposal is inconsistent with the purpose of the General Residential Zone 
(Schedule 1) by failing to respect the neighbourhood character of the area. 

1.  
3. The proposal fails to satisfy the objectives and standards of Res Code pursuant to 

Clause 55 of the Melton Planning Scheme in relation to neighbourhood character, 
residential policies relating to housing and secluded private open space. 

4. The proposed development in terms of its built form, scale, visual bulk, lack of visual 
separation between dwellings, intensity and materials is  inconsistent with and fails to 
respect or complement the existing and preferred neighbourhood character of the area 
as outlined under Council’s Housing Assessment Character and Design Guidelines. 

On 3 August 2021, the applicant lodged an application for review with the Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) against Council’s decision to issue a Notice of Refusal to 
Grant a Planning Permit for the proposed use and development. 
A Compulsory Conference (mediation hearing) was held before VCAT on 27 October 2021 
involving the applicant, Council, objectors and a representative of the Melbourne Airports 
Corporation.   
At this Compulsory Conference, the applicant was directed by VCAT to prepare and circulate 
to all parties by 14 January 2022, an amended set of plans for the proposed development 
and an updated traffic assessment addressing the access and egress arrangements from 
Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road to the proposed development for discussion by all parties at a 
further Compulsory Conference scheduled on 31 January 2022.     
At the Compulsory Conference held on 31 January 2022, the objectors were given the 
opportunity to comment on and raise any issues or concerns with the amended plans and 
traffic assessment report.   The objectors advised the Compulsory Conference that they were 
satisfied that the vacant land at the end of Tame Street would no longer be developed as 
part of this proposal and that the pedestrian and emergency vehicle access points were also 
removed and relocated away from this property due to their previous concerns that Tame 
Street would turn into a thoroughfare.    The objectors are also aware that any development 
of the Tame Street property in the future would be subject to a separate planning application. 
The other matters raised by the objectors were the lack of green space (public open space) 
and recreation facilities for residents and visitors of the residential village and concerns about 
traffic along Diggers Rest Coimadai Road and, in particular, trucks frequently using the 
section of the road adjacent to the subject land despite load limit signs being displayed.    
The objectors were advised at the Compulsory Conference that the proposal is for a private 
residential development and not a residential subdivision of the land so there is not a 
requirement under the Melton Planning Scheme for public open space to be provided for the 
proposed development.   However, communal recreational facilities will be provided for 
residents and visitors to the proposed residential village and the amended plans now 
including seating (various locations) and a playground in the north-east corner of the 
communal recreation area at the request of the objectors to meet the needs of residents and 
visitors of the residential village. 
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The concerns in relation to trucks and other heavy vehicles travelling along Diggers Rest 
Coimadai Road adjacent to the subject land were acknowledged.   However, it was 
considered that this issue did not directly relate to traffic matters relating to the proposed 
development was a separate matter that needed to be raised with Council’s Engineering 
(Traffic and Transport) Department.      
The matter is now scheduled for a further Compulsory Conference at VCAT on 11 March 
2022 at 9am. 
Amended Plans   
The applicant has submitted amended plans and a traffic assessment to Council for the 
proposed use and development of the land for a Residential Village. 
Details of the changes to the proposal as summarised as follows: 

•  A reduction in the total number of dwellings from 333 to 286. 
• The property at 23 Tame Street has been removed from the application and will no 

longer be developed as part of this proposal. 
• The layout amended to ensure dwellings are oriented to front site boundaries and 

internal roads  
• Dwellings amended to have a minimum individual area of 250 square metres.  
• A double garage added to Type A dwellings 
• The extent of footpaths amended and double footpaths (one on each side) removed 

from secondary internal roads within the development. 
• The location and types of boundary fencing amended and a new fence (post & wire) 

added. 
• Location of emergency egress only amended to the north-east corner of the subject 

land. 
Refer to Appendix 2 for plans of the proposal 

Planning Controls 

Zone (Clause 32.08 – General 
Residential Zone) 

A permit is required to use and develop land 
for a Residential Village (Accommodation). 

Overlays (Clause 45.08 – Melbourne 
Airport Environs Overlay 
(Schedule 2) 

A permit is required to use and develop land 
for a Residential Village (Accommodation). 

Particular Provisions (Clause 52.06 – Car 
Parking) 

One car space for each one- or two-bedroom 
dwelling, two car spaces for three or more 
bedroom (including studies as separate rooms) 
and zero car spaces for visitors to every five 
dwellings for developments of five or more 
dwellings. The subject land is located within 
the Principal Public Transport Network.  
 
A total of 415 car spaces are required and 572 
car spaces provided in the form of double 
garages and single garages with tandem car 
spaces.  
A total of 91 visitor car spaces are provided on 
the subject land.  
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 (Clause 52.17 – Native 
Vegetation) 

A permit is required to remove, destroy, or lop 
native vegetation.  

The subject site is located in the Metropolitan 
Strategic Assessment (MSA) and covered by 
the Biodiversity Conversation Strategy (BCS) 
which means that an offset is not required to 
be provided for the removal of any native 
vegetation from the land.  

However, an assessment by a suitable 
qualified ecologist, addressing the requirement 
of the Guidelines for the removal, destruction 
or lopping of native vegetation (DELWP 2017).  
A Biodiversity Assessment Report prepared by 
a suitably qualified ecologist has been 
submitted to Council as part of this application.  

A full assessment of the proposal against the relevant State and Local planning policies is 
included in Appendix 3. 

Is the land affected by a Restrictive Covenant? 
The land is not affected by a Restrictive Covenant; however, the land is affected by an 
agreement pursuant to Section 173 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. The 
agreement contains several obligations relating to applications for the residential subdivision 
of the land and restricts the minimum residential lot size to 0.2 hectares (2,000 square 
metres) per lot.  
The proposal does not breach any of the requirements of the agreement as the application is 
for a residential use and development of the subject land and is not a residential subdivision. 

Is the land of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity? 
The land is considered to be of cultural heritage sensitivity under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Regulations 2007; and an approved Cultural Heritage Management Plan (No. 14247 
approved 17 November 2020) has been submitted with the planning application. 

2. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City: A City where growth and development 

occur in a strategic, fair and sustainable way.   
3.3  A City with accessible infrastructure that meets the needs of all. 

3.3.2  Advocate for and support the development of diverse and affordable 
housing options   

3. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with the application. 
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4. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Public notification of the application 
Council previously undertook public notification of the application by mail to the owners and 
occupiers of adjoining and surrounding properties and a sign displayed on the land.   At the 
completion of the public notification, Council received 39 objections including a petition 
containing 54 signatures and an objection from Melbourne Airport Corporation who received 
notification of the application under Clause 45.08-6 of the Melton Planning Scheme. One 
submission in support of the proposal was also received.  

 
The grounds of objection may be summarised as follows:  

• Insufficient infrastructure to accommodate the proposed development.  
• The proposal will have an adverse impact on traffic in the area.  
• Tame Street will be used to provide vehicle access to the proposed development.  
• The proposal is inconsistent with the purpose of the General Residential Zone and the 

Melbourne Airport Environs Overlay.  
• The proposal is contrary to the state planning policies in relation to Planning for 

Airfields and Airports (Clause 18.04-1S) and Melbourne Airport (Clause 18.04-1R).  
• The proposal is inconsistent with the purpose and decision guidelines of the Melbourne 

Airport Environs Overlay (Schedule 2).  
• The proposal does not meet the legal definition for a Retirement Village.  
• The proposal is inconsistent with the neighbourhood character of the area.  
• Lack of provision of active and passive open space for residents of the village.  
• The proposal will result in an increase in crime and drugs. 
Referral of the application 
The amended plans and traffic impact assessment report have been referred to a number of 
Council Departments for comment and advice.   The amended plans were also required to 
be referred to the Department of Transport which is a determining referral authority in this 
case.  Department of Transport has advised Council, VCAT and all other parties that it has 
no objections to the amended plans.  

5. Issues 
Planning Assessment 
The changes made to the plans for the proposed residential village compared to those 
previously considered by Council at its Ordinary Meeting on 28 June 2021 are summarised 
as follows  

• The total number of dwellings has been reduced from 333 to 286.   
• The property at 23 Tame Street has been removed from the application and will no 

longer be developed as part of this proposal.  Access for pedestrians and emergency 
services vehicles has been re-located away from the southern end of Tame Street 
further west along the northern boundary of the proposed residential village.   

 This change was made to address previous concerns raised by objectors that Tame 
Street would be used as thorough fare for residents and visitors to the proposed 
development. 

• The layout revised to reflect the reduction in the number of dwellings and changes to 
the orientation of dwellings along the northern boundary, section south of Tame Street,  
southern boundary (interface with the balance of the subject land) of the development 
site and side boundaries of dwellings adjoining the main road (boulevard) into the 
proposed residential village to address concerns previously raised by Council’s City 
Design Department.  
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• Dwellings amended to have a minimum individual area of 250 square metres and a 
double garage added to Type A dwellings 

• The extent of footpaths amended and double footpaths (one on each side) removed 
from secondary internal roads within the development. 

• The location and types of boundary fencing amended and a new fence (post & wire) 
added along the western boundary of the proposed development to address concerns 
previously raised by Council’s City Design Department. 

 
Council’s City Design Department has raised the following concerns in relation to the 
amended plans: 

• The residential density of the proposal is still considered to be too high due to the 
location of the subject land on the southern edge of Diggers Rest and its interface with 
green wedge land to the south and west of the site.   

• The density of the proposal is also inconsistent with the intent of the Section 173 
Agreement registered on the Certificate of Title for the subject land which envisages a 
lower residential density of 1 dwelling per 2,000 square metres (0.2 hectares).    

• The amended proposal does not resolve concerns raised previously in relation to how 
access to and the use and development of the balance of the subject land will occur 
given the northern portion of the site will be occupied by a private residential 
development that will only be accessible to residents and visitors of the village and not 
the broader community. 

• Lack of sufficient landscaping opportunities along the internal streets of the proposed 
residential village with streetscape landscaping limited to one side of the main road 
(boulevard) only and no streetscape landscaping along the secondary or internal roads 
with the majority of streetscape landscaping provided within the front yard area of 
dwellings (one side only) or within very constrained nature strips. 

• The partial retention of ‘back of house’ arrangements for four dwellings along part of 
the northern boundary south of Tame Street and the solid fencing along the northern 
boundary of these dwellings.   

• The layout of these four dwellings in the north-east corner of the development site 
should be modified to front an internal road and the fencing replaced by the Type B 
fencing shown along the majority of the northern boundary of the development site. 

• The dual fronted dwellings proposed in the south east corner of the development site 
re-oriented to front the existing drainage reserve to the east.    

• The change to the Type A Dwellings involving the replacement of a single garage and 
tandem car space with a double garage is not supported as it will result in the double 
garage becoming the dominant element of each dwelling.  It is recommended that the 
previous car parking arrangement (singe garage and single car space in tandem 
arrangement) be reinstated. 

The concerns in relation to the residential density of the proposed residential village are 
acknowledged.  However, the amended plans for the proposal will result in a further 
reduction in residential density on land that is zoned for residential purposes and located in 
proximity to the Diggers Rest Railway Station and other community infrastructure and 
services.   
While the Section 173 Agreement affecting the land envisages a residential density of one 
dwelling per 2,000 square metres (0.2 hectares), the agreement and all its obligations relate 
to the residential subdivision of land only.   This proposal only seeks to develop the land for 
the purposes of a residential village and does not propose to subdivide the land.   
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Furthermore, Melbourne Airport advised Council, VCAT and the objectors at the recent 
Compulsory Conference that it has withdrawn its objection to the proposed development 
subject to conditions restricting the number of dwellings on the development site to no more 
than 286 and requiring all dwellings to incorporate noise attenuation measures in accordance 
with Section 3 of Australian Standard AS 2021-2015, Acoustics - Aircraft Noise Intrusion - 
Building Siting and Construction.   
The concerns raised in relation to access and the future use and development of the balance 
of the land could be addressed by requesting the developer to prepare an Overall 
Development Plan (ODP) detailing the future use, development and road access 
arrangements for the balance of the subject land.  Alternatively, Council could enter into a 
Section 173 agreement with the owner of the land requiring an Overall Development Plan 
(ODP) to be prepared for the balance of the land.   
This and all of the remaining concerns raised by Council’s City Design Department can be 
addressed as conditions of any planning permit issued at the direction of VCAT for the 
proposed residential village should Council resolve consent to the amended plans for the 
proposed development.       
Council’s Engineering (Infrastructure Planning and Traffic and Transport) Department have 
reviewed the amended plans and commented that the plans have not addressed its previous 
concerns requiring a footpath to be provided on at least one side of all roads including local 
roads due to safety concerns for the residents and visitors of the proposed residential village.  
The other concerns raised (cross intersection road treatments, traffic calming measures and 
intersection works to Diggers Rest Coimadai Road) by Council’s Engineering Department 
can be addressed as conditions of a planning permit should Council resolve to support the 
amended plans and consent to a planning permit being issued by VCAT for the proposed 
development.   

6. Options 
Council can either advise VCAT and all other parties that it supports the amended plans 
subject to conditions or advise VCAT that it does not support the amended plans and the 
matter should proceed to a full merits hearing which is currently scheduled for 23-27 May 
2022.   

7. Conclusion 
The amended plans have been assessed against the State Planning Policy Framework, 
Local Planning Policy Framework, Zone/Overlay provisions and Clause 65 of the Melton 
Planning Scheme. 
It is considered that the amended plans for the proposed development are an improvement 
and have addressed the majority of concerns previously raised by Council in relation to the 
layout and design of the proposed use and development.   Concerns raised by Council’s City 
Design and Engineering Departments in relation to the amended plans for the proposed use 
and development can be addressed as conditions of the permit to be issued at the direction 
of VCAT.   
It is also noted that Melbourne Airport Corporation no longer objects to the proposed 
development and have now consented to the proposal based on the amended plans subject 
to conditions outlined earlier in the report.     
Accordingly, it is recommended that Council support the amended plans submitted for the 
proposed residential village and consent to a planning permit being issued at the direction of 
VCAT subject to conditions including a requirement for an Overall Development Plan (ODP) 
to be prepared for the balance of the land or Council entering into a Section 173 agreement 
with the owner of the land for the preparation of an Overall Development Plan (ODP) for the 
balance of the land. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 

Page 215 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village 

and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame 
Street, Diggers Rest 

Appendix 1 Appendix 1 - Locality Map for 13-15 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road Diggers Rest - 7 March 2022 
Meeting 

 
 

Page 216 



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 

Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame Street, Diggers Rest 
Appendix 2 Appendix 2 - Amended Development Plans - Residential Village - 13-15 Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest (PA2020-7146-1) 
 

 

Page 217 
  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 

Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame Street, Diggers Rest 
Appendix 2 Appendix 2 - Amended Development Plans - Residential Village - 13-15 Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest (PA2020-7146-1) 
 

 

Page 218 
  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 

Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame Street, Diggers Rest 
Appendix 2 Appendix 2 - Amended Development Plans - Residential Village - 13-15 Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest (PA2020-7146-1) 
 

 

Page 219 
  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 

Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame Street, Diggers Rest 
Appendix 2 Appendix 2 - Amended Development Plans - Residential Village - 13-15 Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest (PA2020-7146-1) 
 

 

Page 220 
  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 

Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame Street, Diggers Rest 
Appendix 2 Appendix 2 - Amended Development Plans - Residential Village - 13-15 Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest (PA2020-7146-1) 
 

 

Page 221 
 



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village 

and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame 
Street, Diggers Rest 

Appendix 3 Appendix 3 - Assessment (Amended Plans) against Planning Scheme - PA2020-7146-1 (13-15 
Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest) 

 
 

Page 222 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village 

and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame 
Street, Diggers Rest 

Appendix 3 Appendix 3 - Assessment (Amended Plans) against Planning Scheme - PA2020-7146-1 (13-15 
Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest) 

 
 

Page 223 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village 

and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame 
Street, Diggers Rest 

Appendix 3 Appendix 3 - Assessment (Amended Plans) against Planning Scheme - PA2020-7146-1 (13-15 
Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest) 

 
 

Page 224 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village 

and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame 
Street, Diggers Rest 

Appendix 3 Appendix 3 - Assessment (Amended Plans) against Planning Scheme - PA2020-7146-1 (13-15 
Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest) 

 
 

Page 225 

  



 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 
Item 12.4 Planning Application PA 2020/7146/1 - Use and development of the land for a Residential Village 

and associated removal of Native Vegetation At 13-15 Diggers Rest-Coimadai Road and 23 Tame 
Street, Diggers Rest 

Appendix 3 Appendix 3 - Assessment (Amended Plans) against Planning Scheme - PA2020-7146-1 (13-15 
Diggers Rest Coimadai Road Diggers Rest) 

 
 

Page 226 

 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 7 MARCH 2022 

Page 227 

At 7.53pm. the Mayor, Cr Kesic, declared the meeting adjourned and advised it would be resuming 
at 8.10pm. 
 
The meeting resumed at 8.11 pm. 

13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Verbal reports were received from Crs Carli, Abboushi, Turner, Ramsey, Majdlik, 
Deeming, Vandenberg, Shannon, and Kesic. 
 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Shannon. 
That a letter be sent on behalf of the City of Melton to the Consulate of Ukraine in Melbourne, 
expressing our thoughts and prayers to the people of Ukraine and our heartfelt solidarity with 
Ukrainian Australians who may have loved ones, friends or family displaced or caught up in the 
war in Ukraine. 

CARRIED 
Cr Ramsey called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Deeming, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 
That a letter be sent on behalf of the City of Melton to the Premiers of Queensland and New South 
Wales, with our thoughts and prayers to residents in the respective States who have been 
impacted by the recent catastrophic flood events. 
 

CARRIED 
Cr Ramsey called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Deeming, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon, Turner and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 796 (CR ABBOUSHI) 
Councillor: Steven Abboushi  

NOTICE: 
That Council promote and celebrate Neighbour Day through: 

1) a local campaign celebrating what residents value about their neighbours hosted on Melton 
Conversations in the lead up to Neighbour Day 2022. Participants will go into the draw to win 
one of six prizes (2 per Ward) valued at $250 from local businesses; 

2) hosting three (1 per Ward) social gatherings at local Community Centres in the lead up to 
Neighbour Day 2022; 

3) promotion of Neighbour Day on Council’s social media channels; and 

4) exploring the option of small Neighbourhood Grants to encourage residents to deliver local 
projects that foster social connections throughout the year as part of the Community Grants 
Review. 
 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Majdlik. 
That Council promote and celebrate Neighbour Day through: 

1) a local campaign celebrating what residents value about their neighbours hosted on Melton 
Conversations in the lead up to Neighbour Day 2022. Participants will go into the draw to win 
one of six prizes (2 per Ward) valued at $250 from local businesses; 

2) hosting three (1 per Ward) social gatherings at local Community Centres in the lead up to 
Neighbour Day 2022; 

3) promotion of Neighbour Day on Council’s social media channels; 

4) exploring the option of small Neighbourhood Grants to encourage residents to deliver local 
projects that foster social connections throughout the year as part of the Community Grants 
Review; and 

5) that an additional $9000.00 ($3000.00 per ward) be added to the Grants Scheme to fund this 
initiative.  

CARRIED 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 797 (CR ABBOUSHI) 
Councillor: Steven Abboushi 

NOTICE: 
 

That Council write to the Honourable Ben Carroll, the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, 
asking for the duplication for Christies Road Bridge to accommodate traffic overflow that 
banks back onto the Western Highway during peak periods. 

 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Majdlik. 
 

That Council write to the Honourable Ben Carroll, the Minister for Roads and Road Safety, 
asking for the duplication for Christies Road Bridge to accommodate traffic overflow that 
banks back onto the Western Highway during peak periods  

CARRIED 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 798 (CR ABBOUSHI) 
Councillor: Steven Abboushi 

NOTICE: 
 

That officers prepare a report to Council to provide an update on infrastructure 
improvements along the Taylors Road corridor, including interim and ultimate upgrades 
and their associated timing. 

 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Majdlik. 
 

That officers prepare a report to Council to provide an update on infrastructure 
improvements along the Taylors Road corridor, including interim and ultimate upgrades 
and their associated timing.  

CARRIED 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 799 (CR RAMSEY) 
Councillor: Sophie Ramsey 

NOTICE: 
That Council explore opportunities for the Melton Recycling Facility to have separate dedicated 
spaces for the deposit and storage of bubble wrap and polystyrene by members of the community 
to enable these non-recyclable products to be available for collection and reuse by others free of 
charge.  
 

Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Turner. 
That Council explore opportunities for the Melton Recycling Facility to have separate dedicated 
spaces for the deposit and storage of bubble wrap and polystyrene by members of the community 
to enable these non-recyclable products to be available for collection and reuse by others free of 
charge and if there are costs associated with these opportunities these be considered in the 
2022/2023 Budget deliberations.  

CARRIED 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 800 (CR RAMSEY) 
Councillor: Sophie Ramsey  

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1. investigate community needs and gaps in health and wellbeing programs for men aged 18-

40 years;  
2. work with relevant organisations to promote and deliver responsive programs addressing 

important health, family, and justice issues impacting men in the community; and  
3. refer the cost of any partner programs to the 2022/2023 budget. 
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Deeming. 
That Council: 
1. investigate community needs and gaps in health and wellbeing programs for men aged 18-

40 years;  
2. work with relevant organisations to promote and deliver responsive programs addressing 

important health, family, and justice issues impacting men in the community; and  
3. refer the cost of any partner programs to the 2022/2023 budget for consideration.  

CARRIED 
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14.6 NOTICE OF MOTION 801 (CR DEEMING) 
Councillor: Moira Deeming 

Cr Ramsey left the meeting at 9.12pm. 

 

NOTICE: 
 
That Council officers in consultation with the Victorian Government Solicitor’s Office (VGSO), 
prepare a report clarifying whether it is lawful to apply the “special measures” or “general 
exceptions” provisions under Victorian anti-discrimination laws to ensure biological females are not 
the subject of indirect discrimination that occurs from failure to differentiate between biological 
males and females where sex characteristics are relevant (such as in the provision of toilets, 
changerooms etc) and where failure to differentiate places biological females at a disadvantage. 
That this report, being urgently necessary, be provided to Councillors as soon as possible. 
 
Motion 
Crs Deeming/Shannon. 
 
That Council officers in consultation with the Victorian Government Solicitor’s Office (VGSO), 
prepare a report clarifying whether it is lawful to apply the “special measures” or “general 
exceptions” provisions under Victorian anti-discrimination laws to ensure biological females are not 
the subject of indirect discrimination that occurs from failure to differentiate between biological 
males and females where sex characteristics are relevant (such as in the provision of toilets, 
changerooms etc) and where failure to differentiate places biological females at a disadvantage. 
That this report, being urgently necessary, be provided to Councillors as soon as possible.  

CARRIED 
 
Cr Deeming called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 

 

Cr Ramsey returned to the meeting at 9.15 pm. 

 

For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Deeming, Kesic, Majdlik, Shannon and Turner 
Against: 
Cr Vandenberg 
Abstained: 
Cr Ramsey 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED 
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14.7 NOTICE OF MOTION 802 (CR MAJDLIK) 
Councillor: Kathy Majdlik - Councillor  

NOTICE: 
That: 
1. Council prepare a report including options and costs for the provision of small caddy bins for 

residential households to encourage the use of Council’s ‘Food Organics. Garden Organics.’ 
(FOGO) system; and 

2. this initiative be considered for the upcoming 2022/23 Budget deliberations. 

 
 

Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That: 
1. Council prepare a report including options and costs for the provision of small caddy bins for 

residential households to encourage the use of Council’s ‘Food Organics. Garden Organics.’ 
(FOGO) system; and 

2. this initiative be considered for the upcoming 2022/23 Budget deliberations. 

CARRIED 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
15.1 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Abboushi 
Can I please request an overview of interim safety measures along the Taylor’s Road 
corridor? 

 

15.2 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Turner 
It appears over the last 6-9 months that there has been an increase in graffiti around 
railway lines, highways and industrial estates especially to the East of Melton. 
Can we find out tonight or get a report back on the timelines of addressing the increase 
of graffiti, particularly at the railway station at Caroline Springs? 

 

15.3 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Ramsey 
Can Council lead a coordinated approach regarding food supply and hampers for victims 
of the floods in New South Wales and Queensland? 

 

15.4 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Majdlik 
Request for timelines on roundabouts at Caroline Springs Boulevard at The Crossing and 
Rockbank Middle Road. 

 

15.5 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Majdlik 
Can we provide an update to the community on Council’s website regarding the timeline 
for the aquatic centre on Beattys Road? 

 

15.6 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Turner 
What was the challenge when Melton Recycling Centre wasn’t accepting green waste for 
2 days? 

 

15.7 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

 Cr Deeming 
Can I please request an update on improving safety in the Regency area of Hillside? 
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16. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil.
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17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 16 February 2022 

(e)  as it relates to legal privileged information, being information to which legal 
professional privilege or client legal privilege applies. 

17.2 Appointment of Community Members to HRV/Tabcorp Park Community Grants 
Assessment Panel 
(f)      as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 

in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal 
affairs. 

17.3 Contract12/002 Provision of Recycling Receipt and Processing Services 
(g)   as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 

business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 
17.4 Contract No.22 / 029 Taylors Hill Pavilion & Refurbishment Project (Construct) 

(g)   as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 
17.5 Contract No. 22/002 Rockbank Murray Road Children's and Community Centre 

(Construct) 
(g)   as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 

business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 
17.6 Contract 22/025 Bridge Road Extension & Signalised Road Intersection Upgrade 

(g)   as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 
 

17.7 Contract 21/064 Creamery Road, Toolern Vale - Road Reconstruction 
(g)    as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 

business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 
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Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Audit and Risk Committee Minutes - 16 February 2022 

(e)  as it relates to legal privileged information, being information to which legal 
professional privilege or client legal privilege applies. 

17.2 Appointment of Community Members to HRV/Tabcorp Park Community Grants 
Assessment Panel 
(f)      as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 

in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal 
affairs. 

17.3 Contract12/002 Provision of Recycling Receipt and Processing Services 
(g)   as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 

business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 
17.4 Contract No.22 / 029 Taylors Hill Pavilion & Refurbishment Project (Construct) 

(g)   as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 
17.5 Contract No. 22/002 Rockbank Murray Road Children's and Community Centre 

(Construct) 
(g)   as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 

business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 
17.6 Contract 22/025 Bridge Road Extension & Signalised Road Intersection Upgrade 

(g)   as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 
17.7 Contract 21/064 Creamery Road, Toolern Vale - Road Reconstruction 

(g)    as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage..  
CARRIED 
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9.55 pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 
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