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MELTON CITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MELTON CITY COUNCIL HELD 
VIA VIDEOCONFERENCE ON 4 APRIL 2022 AT 7:00PM 

 
 
Present: Cr G Kesic (Mayor) 

Cr L Carli (Deputy Mayor) 
Cr S Abboushi 
Cr M Deeming 
Cr K Majdlik 
Cr S Ramsey  

 Cr J Shannon 
Cr A Vandenberg 

 
 
Ms R Wai, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr L Shannon, Acting General Manager Corporate Services  
Mr T Scoble, Acting General Manager Community Services  
Mr S McManus, Acting Executive Manager Corporate Strategy & Investment  
Mr B Dosser, Manager Legal, Governance and Risk 
Mr Bob Baggio, Manager Planning Services 
Ms R Hodgson, Governance Coordinator  
 

 

1. OPENING PRAYER AND RECONCILIATION STATEMENT 

The Mayor, Cr Kesic opened the meeting at 7.00pm with the opening prayer and 
reconciliation statement. 

2. APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Cr B Turner 

3. CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Nil. 

4. DEPUTATIONS 

Nil. 

5. DECLARATION OF ANY PECUNIARY INTEREST, OTHER 
INTEREST OR CONFLICT OF INTEREST OF ANY COUNCILLOR 

Cr Carli declared a Conflict of Interest pursuant to the Local Government Act 2020 in Item 12.5, 
‘Planning Application PA 2021/7737/1 - Two lot subdivision At 18 Latrobe Terrace, Taylors Hill.’ 
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6. ADOPTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
MEETINGS  

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 7 March 2022 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record. 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Carli. 
That the Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on 7 March 2022 be confirmed as a true and 
correct record.  

CARRIED 
 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 4 APRIL 2022 

Page 6 

7. SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETING OF COUNCILLORS 

7.1 SUMMARY OF INFORMAL MEETINGS OF COUNCILLORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CHAPTER 6, RULE 1 OF THE COUNCIL'S GOVERNANCE RULES 

  
 

 

• 7 March 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• 15 March 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• 21 March 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 

• 28 March 2022 Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 7 March, 15 March, 21 March and 
28 March 2022, provided as Appendices 1 – 4 to this report, be received and noted. 
 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Shannon. 
That the Summaries of Informal Meetings of Councillors dated 7 March, 15 March, 21 March and 
28 March 2022, provided as Appendices 1 – 4 to this report, be received and noted.  

CARRIED 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - Monday 7 March 2022 
2.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - Tuesday 15 March 2022 
3.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - Monday 21 March 2022 
4.  Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors - Monday 28 March 2022 
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8. CORRESPONDENCE INWARD 

Nil.  

9. PETITIONS AND JOINT LETTERS 

Nil.  

10. RESUMPTION OF DEBATE OR OTHER BUSINESS CARRIED 
OVER FROM A PREVIOUS MEETING 

Nil.  

11. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nil.  
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12. PRESENTATION OF STAFF REPORTS 

Procedural Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 
That the recommendations as printed in Items 12.1 and 12.2 be adopted en bloc. 

CARRIED 
 

12.1 ADVISORY COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL - AGGREGATED MEETING MINUTES 
Author: Bradley Dosser - Manager Legal, Governance & Risk 

Presenter: Roslyn Wai - Chief Executive Officer  
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To present the aggregated minutes of Advisory Committee meetings yet to be considered by 
Council. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
appendices to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the respective Minutes: 
1) Heritage Advisory Committee, Thursday 3 February 2022 
2) Early Years Partnership Committee, Thursday 10 February 2022 
3) Arts and Culture Advisory Committee, Wednesday 2 March 2022 
4) Policy Review Panel Advisory Committee, Thursday 10 March 2022 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 
That Council receive the minutes of the following Advisory Committee meetings, provided as 
appendices to this report, and adopt the recommendations arising within the respective Minutes: 
1) Heritage Advisory Committee, Thursday 3 February 2022 
2) Early Years Partnership Committee, Thursday 10 February 2022 
3) Arts and Culture Advisory Committee, Wednesday 2 March 2022 
4) Policy Review Panel Advisory Committee, Thursday 10 March 2022.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Whilst not mentioned in the Local Government Act 2020 (the 2020 Act), Council has the 
power to create Advisory Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of 
the 2020 Act.   
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The minutes of the Advisory Committees attached to this report form a written record of 
meeting, including any matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council for its consideration. 

2. Background/Issues 
An Advisory Committee is a committee established by Council to provide advice to it or its 
delegate. Whilst not mentioned in the 2020 Act, Council has the power to create Advisory 
Committees pursuant to its general power set out in section 10 of the 2020 Act.    
All advisory Committees are subject to their individual Terms of Reference.  The membership 
varies depending upon the committee’s specific role.  Committee membership will generally 
comprise a Councillor(s), council staff and community representatives and may include key 
stakeholders, subject matter experts and/or community service providers and organisations. 
Councillor representation on Advisory Committees is generally for one year and is reviewed 
annually. The composition of Advisory Committees for the 2021/22 municipal year was 
approved by Council at its Ordinary Meeting on 22 November 2021. 
The minutes of the following Advisory Committees, attached to this report, form the written 
record of the committee detailing matters considered and any conflicts of interest disclosed. 
The minutes also serve as the advice/recommendations to Council.   

 
Meeting Date Advisory Committee Attached 
3 February 2022 Heritage Advisory Committee  Appendix 1 

10 February 2022 Early Years Partnership Committee Appendix 2 

2 March 2022 Arts and Culture Advisory Committee Appendix 3 

10 March 2022 Policy Review Panel Advisory Committee Appendix 4 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence  
 6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Advisory Committees are not responsible for operational expenditure and cannot direct 
Council officers to act without the consent of Council.  Operational expenses and 
administrative actions arising from an Advisory Committee meeting are accommodated 
within Council’s recurrent budgets, unless otherwise requested within the minutes of the 
meeting and detailed in a recommendation to Council for consideration. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Advisory Committees are one method of Council consulting and communicating with the 
community.  Such a Committee may be established to provide strategic level input into a 
broad area of Council operations, such as community safety or arts and culture.  An Advisory 
Committee may also be established for a specific time-limited project, such as a review of a 
Local Law. 
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6. Risk Analysis 
With a mandatory responsibility to report to Council and being restricted to making 
recommendations for Council consideration, risks attached to Advisory Committee actions 
are substantially mitigated. 
It is prudent for Council to carefully consider any and all recommendations arising from 
Advisory Committee minutes, as Advisory Committees may canvass significant issues and 
significant expenditure in their deliberations. 

7. Options 
Advisory Committees are a Committee of Council, therefore Council has the discretion to 
accept, reject, amend, or seek further information on any of the Committee minutes and/or 
recommendations. 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
1.  Heritage Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 3 February 2022 
2.  Early Years Partnership Committee Meeting Minutes - 10 February 2022 
3.  Arts and Culture Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes - 2 March 2022 
4.  Policy Review Panel Minutes - Thursday 10 March 2022 
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12.2 HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - APPOINTMENT OF COMMUNITY 
MEMBERS 

Author: Tunc Ozlatif - Strategic Planner 
Presenter: Luke Shannon - Acting General Manager Corporate Services  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider the appointment of two community representatives to the Heritage Advisory 
Committee.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council approve the appointment of the following community representatives to the Heritage 
Advisory Committee:  

• Alan Perry 

• Frank Sultana  
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 
That Council approve the appointment of the following community representatives to the Heritage 
Advisory Committee:  

• Alan Perry 

• Frank Sultana  
CARRIED 

 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
The City of Melton Heritage Advisory Committee (The Committee) promotes local heritage 
initiatives, assesses applications for the City of Melton Heritage Assistance Fund and drives 
programs that encourage an appreciation of heritage in the City of Melton.  
Two community representative positions on the Committee become vacant at the end of 
February 2022. Two community representatives’ positions were advertised from 8 February 
– 8 March 2022 and two applications were received.  
The applications were assessed on 9 March 2022 by three independent staff members who 
do not have a conflict of interest with any of the applicants.  
Based on the assessment of the applications, it is recommended that Council approve the 
appointment of the following community representatives to the Committee: 

• Alan Perry  

• Frank Sultana  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 4 APRIL 2022 

Page 72 

2. Background/Issues 
The City of Melton Heritage Advisory Committee promotes local heritage initiatives, 
considers applications for the City of Melton Heritage Assistance Fund, and drives programs 
that encourage an appreciation of heritage in the City of Melton.  
Under the Terms of Reference, the Committee has the following responsibilities:  

• Consider applications to the City of Melton Heritage Assistance Fund and make 
recommendations on applications to Council.  

• Act as a promotion and coordinating body for heritage in the community, including 
providing advice on marketing and promotion of the values or heritage and heritage 
related tourism in the City of Melton.  

• Provide advice to Council on the documentation, interpretation, management and 
conservation of history and heritage in the City of Melton.  

• Make recommendations to Council about further work required to document and 
protect Melton’s heritage.  

• Provide recommendations for the nomination of places to local, state, or national 
heritage registers.  

• Advocate in a professional manner on behalf of the community and celebrate the 
community history and heritage within the City of Melton.  

• Assist Council in sourcing external funding or sponsorship opportunities to further 
heritage conservation, promotion, management, and education.  

 
Current Community Representative Members 
 

Members (Community Representative) Tenure 
Alan Perry Concluded February 2022 

Carolyn MacGavin Concluded February 2022 

Deborah Slattery  Concluding December 2023 

Anne Woof Concluding December 2023 

Imran Mushtaq Concluding December 2023 

Benjamin Petkov Concluding December 2023 

 
Applications  
Two community representative positions were advertised from 8 February – 8 March 2022 
and two applications were received.  
The applications were assessed on 9 March 2022 by three independent staff members who 
do not have a conflict of interest with the applicants.  
The assessment concluded the applicants to be suitable candidates to fill the vacant 
positions based on their applications submitted. 
It is therefore recommended that Council approve the appointment of the following 
community representatives to the Heritage Advisory Committee: 

• Alan Perry 

• Frank Sultana 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 4 APRIL 2022 

Page 73 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.3 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in civic leadership and governance. 

4. Financial Considerations 
There are no financial considerations associated with the Committee position.  

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
Two vacancies were advertised from 8 February to 8 March 2022 including advertisements 
published in the Melton and Moorabool and Brimbank and North West Star Weekly 
newspapers on Tuesday 8 February 2022 and on Council’s website.  

6. Risk Analysis 
It is considered that the Heritage Advisory Committee is of limited risk to Council as the 
Committee has an advisory capacity only and therefore can make recommendations that 
Council can choose not to adopt.  

7. Options 
Council can choose to either:  
1) Approve the appointment of Alan Perry and Frank Sultana as community 

representatives to the Heritage Advisory Committee.  

2) Not appoint Alan Perry or Frank Sultana as community representatives to the Heritage 
Advisory Committee which would result in vacant positions.  

 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.3 FINE FREE LIBRARIES  
Author: Susie Prestney - Manager Libraries & Arts 

Presenter: Troy Scoble – Acting General Manager Community Services  
 

 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To seek Council approval to endorse the removal of library overdue fines. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council approve the removal of library overdue fines as part of Melton City Council’s 
commitment to positive customer engagement, commencing 1 July 2022. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Ramsey. 
That Council approve the removal of library overdue fines as part of Melton City Council’s 
commitment to positive customer engagement, commencing 1 July 2022.  

CARRIED 
 

Cr Abboushi called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Deeming, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
Melton City Council Libraries have always had a fine system in place for overdue items. 
Overdue fines are currently charged at 20c per item per day, capped at $2 per item. Once 
overdue fees reach $15, a customer’s membership is blocked, meaning that they cannot 
borrow from the collection or access computers or Wi-Fi. 
Fines remain unpopular with customers, within Melton and across public libraries, and it 
cannot be clearly evidenced that the process of gathering fines actually encourages library 
users to comply with borrowing term and conditions. 
Fines contradict the core purpose of public libraries – providing free and universal access to 
information.  Removing overdue fines will reduce barriers to participation for some of the 
more vulnerable members of our community.   
At Melton City Council it now costs more to administer the processes for collection of 
overdue fines than is actually received in revenue.  Revenue from fines continues to reduce 
year on year as customers increase their use of technology – either to manage reminders on 
overdue items or by transitioning to electronic collections which are automatically returned on 
the due date. 
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Costs required to manage the process would be better allocated towards delivering services 
such as storytimes, digital assistance and enhancing the quality of our service through 
positive customer engagement. 
This report provided Council the background on the fine collection system currently in place.  

2. Background/Issues 
Melton City Council Libraries have always had a fine system in place for overdue items. 
Overdue fines are currently charged at 20c per item per day, capped at $2 per item. Once 
overdue fees reach $15, a customer’s membership is blocked, meaning that they cannot 
borrow from the collection or access computers or Wi-Fi.  
To reduce the impact of overdue fines on our customers, library staff are encouraged to 
exercise discretion, particularly when there is obvious hardship. During Covid-enforced 
closure of libraries in 2020 and 2021, overdue fines were waived because community 
members were unable to travel to a library to return items.  Periods of reprieve were also 
granted in the initial stages of re-opening to encourage people to re-engage with our 
libraries. 
A Food for Fines initiative was proposed by Cr Abboushi, July 2019 (NoM 637). Plans were 
set to roll this out April 2020 but were unfortunately stymied by Covid lockdowns.  Food 
insecurity in the City of Melton due to the pandemic subsequently put this initiative at odds 
with community’s lived experience. 
Whilst each individual fine may be initially low, the cumulative effect can lead to a significant 
amount that in some cases ends up being greater than the value of the items borrowed.  For 
those in the community on low or fixed incomes, even modest fines can prevent continued 
engagement with the service. 
A number of initiatives have been implemented over time to encourage users to limit the 
fines being accrued including SMS and email advance notifications. These initiatives in 
addition to the uptake of eCollections, which do not accrue overdue charges, have resulted 
in a steady decline in revenue from overdue fines over the past five years. 
Currently, more than 50% of library services across Victoria have abolished overdue fine 
system, and a further 25% have a fines amnesty due to the pandemic.  The City of Port 
Phillip Library service has not charged overdue fines for nearly 10 years. Neighbouring 
Councils Brimbank, Hume, Hobsons Bay, Maribyrnong and Wyndham have all abolished 
overdue fines. This is consistent with the national and international trend to ensure equitable 
access to public library services and collections. 

 Libraries are increasingly removing overdue fines because:  
• they undermine the core principle of public libraries - the provision of free and universal 

access to information  
• vulnerable community members who can least afford to pay overdue fines are also 

those who lack alternate access to the library’s offering, and who can benefit from 
access most  

• there is no evidence that overdue fines encourage meaningful compliance  
• the cost (staff time) to collect overdue fines is higher than the revenue received  
trials in other library services have shown that there is a higher return rate of long overdue 
items (defined as greater than four weeks overdue) being returned whereas the threat of 
large fines operates as a deterrent. 
It should also be noted that anecdotal evidence has suggested from other library services 
that have abolished their fine systems, that a greater number o collection items are returned 
that when there was a fine system.  
Officers support the removal of an overdue fine system as a tool to continue to increase 
engagements with our community in the library service.  
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3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
6. A high performing organisation that demonstrates civic leadership and organisational 

excellence 
6.1 An organisation that demonstrates excellence in customer and community service. 

4. Financial Considerations 
Library infringements revenue has steadily declined since 2017 as the library service has 
proactively introduced measures to support the community. Staff spend on average 2-5 
minutes administering the collection of 1 overdue fine. On an average year (pre-Covid) staff 
would administer approximately 6 fines per hour. Per year, this totals:  

• 182 hours of staff time 

• $7,000 in salaries (averaged at &38.50 an hour) 

Year Income 
2017/18 $35,000.00 

2018/19 $29,000.00 

2019/20 $11,000.00 

2020/21 $2,000.00 
 
The implementation of pre-emptive systems and introduction of new technology have 
reduced library infringements income.  These include: 

• 2 x automatic renewal of items not requested by other library users 

• SMS and email reminder notices to remind patrons of upcoming due dates 

• Melton City Libraries’ App, which enables users to keep track of their borrowings  

• Concerted marketing of, and increased uptake of our electronic collections (by 31% in 
2020/21), which are automatically returned by the due date, thus not accruing overdue 
charges. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
N/A 

6. Risk Analysis 
If Council proceeds with the recommendation to remove overdue library fines, responsible 
library membership will continue to be incentivised through exiting mechanisms restricting 
membership, and library users will continue to be charged on a cost recovery basis for lost or 
damaged items.  Advance reminder notices would continue to be issued. 
There are no Policy implications relating to this report.  While overdue fines have been in 
place for many years there is no underpinning policy, the amount charged is reviewed 
annually as part of the budget process.   
However, should Council proceed with the recommendation, library overdue fines will need 
to be removed from the Schedule of Fees and Charges for the 2022/23 budget, and ongoing. 

  



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 4 APRIL 2022 

Page 77 

Measures of success of this initiative will include: 

• Continued excellence in community satisfaction with library services (household survey 
results) 

• Active membership increases as people return to our services 

• Increase in collection usage 

7. Options 
Council has the option to:  
1) Note the report as per the recommendation. 
2) Request further information/clarification if deemed necessary.  

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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12.4 PLANNING APPLICATION PA 2021/7572 - USE OF AN EXISTING BUILDING 
FOR A RESTRICTED PLACE OF ASSEMBLY WITH ASSOCIATED CAR PARKING 
AT 122 BROOKLYN ROAD, BROOKFIELD 

Author: Cam Luong - Senior Development Planner 
Presenter: Bob Baggio - Manager Planning Services  

 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider and determine the planning application. 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to the conditions outlined in 
Appendix 6 of this report. 
Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Ramsey. 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit subject to the conditions outlined in 
Appendix 6 of this report.  

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Background 

Executive Summary 

Applicant: Dr M Imteaz 

Proposal: Use of an existing building for the purpose of a Restricted Place 
of Assembly with associated car parking 

Existing Land Use: Existing Single Storey dwelling 

Zone: General Residential  

Overlays: None 

Number of Objections: 22 objections and 174 submissions in support of the application 

Key Planning Issues: Adequacy of on-site car parking 
Adverse amenity impacts 
Traffic congestion along Brooklyn Road 

Recommendation: Approve application 
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The Land and Surrounding Area 
The subject site has an area of 2,100m² and is located on the northern side of Brooklyn 
Road, Brookfield. Other features of the site are as follows: 

• The site is rectangular in shape 
• It contains an existing single storey dwelling located near the front of the site. 

The subject site is located approximately 800m from the Melton Train Station and Melton 
Station Square Shopping Centre. It also adjoins a linear open space reserve (Arnolds Creek) 
to the west, a childcare centre to the east, and a retirement village (Ingenia Gardens Melton) 
to the north. A Gym (Genesis Health and Fitness) is located on the property further east, and 
a school (Melton Christian College) and a church (Melton Christian Fellowship Church) are 
located to the west side of the linear open space reserve. 
Refer to Appendix 1 for a locality plan 

The Application 
The application proposes the use of the existing building for a Restricted Place of Assembly 
with associated car parking. 
The proposed use is summarised as follows: 

• The applicant seeks to have unrestricted hours of operation, as they wish to run a 
variety of programs for their community members, including: 
• Prayer on Friday (12:30pm-2:30pm) with up to 50 people 
• Weekend School on Saturday and Sunday (10:00am-12noon) with up to 40 

students 
• COVID food bank support activities, health awareness program, and restrictions 

awareness program 
• Women’s support and young mothers’ groups 
• Counselling for families who’s loved ones have passed away overseas 
• Youth activities to be programmed as per the desire of the organisers of these 

activities 
• An informal migrant resource centre for the community 
• Language classes for those with limited English skills  
• Other appropriate activity or programmes that is sought to be run by the 

community in support of its members. 
• The applicant has only nominated hours of operation for the place of worship and 

weekend school components of the proposal.  They argue that there should be no 
restriction on hours or days of operation for the other uses, given the zoning of the land 
and separation from sensitive uses. 

• A total of 20 car parking spaces will be provided at the front of the site. 
• There is also capacity at the rear of the existing building to provide for overflow car 

parking (13 additional spaces). 
Refer to Appendix 2 for plans of the proposal 
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Planning Controls 

Zone Clause 32.08 – General 
Residential Zone 

A permit required for use and development of 
the land for a Restricted Place of Assembly 

Particular 
Provisions 

Clause 52.06 – Car Parking 0.3 car spaces are required per patron 
Up to 50 patrons will be attendance at any 
given time, therefore a minimum of 15 spaces 
are required 
The application makes provision for 20 car 
parking spaces. 

A full assessment of the proposal against the relevant State and Local planning policies is 
included in Appendix 3. 

Is the land affected by a Restrictive Covenant? 
The land is not affected by a Restrictive Covenant. 

Is the land of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity? 
The land is considered to be of cultural heritage sensitivity under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Regulations 2007; however, as the land has been subject to significant ground disturbance 
the proposal does not require a cultural heritage management plan. 

2. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2017-2021 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A well planned and built City: A City with a clear vision to manage growth in a sustainable 

and accessible way. 
3.1  A City that strategically plans for growth and development. 

3. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with the application. 

4. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Public notification of the application 
The application was subject to notification. The notification was satisfactorily completed, and 
22 objections were received. 174 submissions were also received in support of the 
application. 
The grounds of objection may be summarised as follows: 

• Noise (vehicles, music, and speakers) and amenity issues 
• Proximity of overflow car park to the adjoining retirement village  
• Increased traffic and congestion along Brooklyn Road (including intersection at 

Coburns Road). 
A response to the objections is provided in Appendix 4. 
Referral of the application 
The application was referred to a number of Council Departments for comment and advice. A 
complete list of responses is included in Appendix 5. 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 4 APRIL 2022 

Page 81 

5. Issues 
Planning Assessment 
Is this non-residential use appropriately located? 
The subject land is located off Brooklyn Road, which is a major east-west collector road. 
Brooklyn Road provides a direct connection to the Melton Train Station and Melton Station 
Square Shopping Centre that is approximately 800 metres to the east of the subject land. 
The subject site is located along a section of Brooklyn Road that has a number of non-
residential uses including a gym, a childcare centre, a school, and a place of worship. The 
subject site is considered to be an appropriate location for the proposed use, subject to 
conditions. 
The applicant’s request to have unrestricted hours is not considered to be an appropriate 
planning outcome. The subject site is not located in a commercial nor industrial area. The 
land also adjoins a retirement village to the north, and the occupants of the retirement village 
have objected to the proposal based on adverse amenity (noise) impacts. As such, it would 
be prudent to restrict the hours of operation for the use.  
The hours of operations should be from 8:30AM - 7:30PM (seven days a week) and this 
would allow sufficient timeframe for the planned activities (prayer, weekend school) and 
provide an appropriate timeframe to allow for other activities mentioned by the applicant as 
part of their proposal, whilst ensuring that neighbouring residents are not significantly 
impacted by the proposal. 
A general concern in relation to Places of Assembly is that the number of persons attending 
the premises during days that are of cultural significance would exceed the number of 
patrons allowed for in the permit. The proposed use in this case would be undertaken within 
the existing single-storey dwelling (building area of approximately 245 square metres), which 
would be modified internally to suit the needs of the community organisation. Due to the 
small size of the existing building it is considered that the number of congregants/members 
that can visit the premise at any given time would be quite limited. A condition would be 
placed on the planning permit to restrict the number of people that can attend premises (up 
to 50 persons), and that all activities must be conducted within the building. 
In terms of other non-residential uses along Brooklyn Road, the following planning permits 
have recently (within last 5 years) been issued at the direction of VCAT: 
• PA2019/6856 - The use and development of the land for a medical centre with ancillary 

dispensary and associated car parking and landscaping; and the construction of a 
dwelling at 129 Brooklyn Road, Brookfield. 

• PA2017/5599 - Use of the land for a childcare centre, to construct a building and 
construct or carry out works and display of business identification signage at 143 
Brooklyn Road, Brookfield. 

Traffic 
The applicant has provided Council with a Traffic Report (prepared by OneMileGrid, dated 21 
October 2021). The Traffic Report includes traffic counts along Brooklyn Road taken on 19 
September 2019. One of the objectors has raised concerns in relation to the date of the 
traffic counts, however, the Traffic Engineer (at OneMileGrid) has indicated that traffic counts 
taken in October 2021 would have been significantly less due to the impacts of Covid related 
restrictions. Council’s Traffic Engineers have reviewed the Traffic Report and have not raised 
any concerns in relation to the date of the traffic counts, nor the increased traffic generated 
by the proposed use. 
Amenity (Noise) 
The number of car parking spaces provided at the front of the building already satisfactorily 
complies with the car parking requirements in Clause 52.06 of the Planning Scheme. The car 
parking area at the rear of the subject land is an overflow car parking area. 
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The noise generated by the parking of vehicles, and by congregants in the car parking area 
can be addressed through the general amenity condition. The issue of noise can be further 
alleviated by increasing the setback of the car parking spaces from the northern property 
boundary. A condition can be placed on the permit that requires the rear car parking spaces 
to be setback at least 5 metres from the rear property boundary, and appropriate 
landscaping is to be provided within the setback. 
The inclusion of an acoustic wall/fence as indicated by the objectors is not warranted in this 
situation, as activities would be undertaken within the existing building. A condition could be 
placed on the planning permit to ensure that noise levels emanating from the premises must 
not exceed those required under State Environment Protection Policy (Control of Music 
Noise from Public Premises), No. N-2.  

6. Options 
Council can either support the application by issuing a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit 
or not support the proposal by issuing a Notice of Refusal. 

7. Conclusion 
The application has been assessed against the State Planning Policy Framework, Local 
Planning Policy Framework, Zone/Overlay provisions and Clause 65 of the Melton Planning 
Scheme. 
It is considered that the proposal generally complies with the relevant requirements of the 
Planning Scheme. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the application be approved as outlined in Appendix 6. 
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Cr Carli, having declared a Conflict of Interest pursuant to the Local Government Act 2020 in Item 
12.5, left the meeting at 7.31 pm. 

12.5 PLANNING APPLICATION PA 2021/7737/1 - TWO LOT SUBDIVISION AT 18 
LATROBE TERRACE, TAYLORS HILL 

Author: Jake Cleve - Development Planner 
Presenter: Bob Baggio - Manager Planning Services  

 
Cr Ramsey departed from the meeting at 7.32pm and returned to the meeting at 7.34 pm. 
 
Cr Ramsey departed from the meeting at 7.36pm and returned to the meeting at 7.37 pm. 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To consider and determine the above planning application. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a Permit subject to the grounds outlined 
in Appendix 6 of this report. 
 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Shannon. 
That Council issue a Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a Permit subject to the grounds outlined 
in Appendix 6 of this report.  

CARRIED 
 

REPORT 

1. Background 

Executive Summary 

Applicant: Urban Design and Management Pty Ltd 

Proposal: Two lot subdivision 

Existing Land Use: Vacant lot 

Zone: General Residential Zone – Schedule 1 

Overlays: NIL 

Number of Objections: 14 

Key Planning Issues: Consistency with Planning Policy Framework and Local 
Planning Policy Framework 
Respect for Neighbourhood Character 
Complement the preferred Neighbourhood Character as per 
Councils Housing Assessment Character and Design Guidelines  
Consistency with Clause 56 – Residential Subdivision   

Recommendation: Refuse application 
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The Land and Surrounding Area 
The subject site is known as Lot 167 on Plan of Subdivision PS430265N. The site has an 
area of 776m² and is located on the western side of Latrobe Terrace in Taylors Hill. Other 
features of the site are as follows: 

• The site is irregular in shape 
• A 19.03 metre eastern boundary (frontage), 37 metre southern boundary, 24 metre 

western boundary (rear), and 35.53 metre northern boundary 
• The site is currently vacant 
• An existing 2 metre by 2 metre drainage and sewage easement is located in the south-

west corner 
• Closely located to both Calder Park and Hume Drive. 

The surrounding area can be characterised as being predominately a well-established 
residential area that consists of large lots occupied by both single and double storey 
detached dwellings and associated outbuildings. The adjoining lots as well as those within 
the surrounding area can be categorised as being single or double storey detached dwellings 
with brick veneer, concrete or Colourbond roofing and double garages located on the 
property boundary.  
Land within 1km north-west of the subject site as well as land to the south of Hume Drive has 
greater diversity in lot sizes and housing typology. Lots within these areas range between 
lots less than 300sqm to 500sqm and are occupied by single and double storey as well as 
detached and attached dwellings. Within 1km of the site there is also a number of schools, 
recreational facilities, and the Taylors Hill Village Shopping Centre.  
Refer to Appendix 1 for a locality plan 

The Application 
The application proposes a two-lot subdivision  
The proposal can be summarised as follows: 

• Two 388m2 lots 
• Lot 1 has a 9.52 metre frontage and Lot 2 a 9.5 metre frontage to Latrobe Terrace 
• A 2 metre wide by 2 metre long drainage and sewage easement in the south-west 

corner of Lot 2 
• Vehicle access to be provided to each lot in the form of an existing vehicle crossover at 

the north-east end of Lot 1 and south-west end of Lot 2  
• Each lot will contain a building envelope with a front setback of 5.5 metres, a side 

boundary setback of 1.2 metres (except for a section of 10 metres on the boundary) 
and a rear boundary setback of 4.5 metres.    

 
Refer to Appendix 2 for plans of the proposal 

Planning Controls 

Zone Clause 32.08 – General 
Residential Zone 

 A permit is required to subdivide land 

Overlays NIL Not Applicable 

Particular Provisions NIL Not Applicable  

A full assessment of the proposal against the relevant State and Local planning policies is 
included in Appendix 3. 
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Clause 56 – Residential Subdivision 
Under the requirements of the zone, the subdivision of land into two lots must meet the 
requirements of Clause 56.03-5, Clause 56.04-2, Clause 56.04-3, Clause 56.04-5, Clause 
56.06-8 to 56.09-2 of the Planning Scheme. The zone requires that a subdivision: 

• must meet all of the objectives 
• should meet all the standards. 
If the Council however is satisfied that an application for an alternative design solution meets 
the objective, the alternative design solution may be considered. 

House Rules - Housing Character Assessment & Design Guidelines 
The Housing Character Assessment & Design Guidelines as adopted at the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council on 13 October 2015.  The site is located within the (Compact Suburban 1 
(CS1) character area). The essential components of the CS1 which need to be maintained 
into the future are: 

• Majority of the front setback used as permeable garden landscape  
• Absence of front fencing  
• Limited visual separation between dwellings.  
The preferred Character Statement requires that as change occurs, space will be provided 
for more tree planting, so these areas can become greener and leafier, by: 
• Retaining sufficient space to grow a canopy tree in the front setback 
• Minimising interruption of nature strips by driveways, so that regularly spaced street 

tree avenues can be planted or retained. 
Redevelopment of dwellings will occur in ways that maintain some characteristics of typical 
Compact Suburban style dwellings in the area, such as: 

• Garages and carports occupy a minor proportion of the dwelling frontage, 
• The visual dominance of the roof structure. 

Is the land affected by a Restrictive Covenant? 
The land is affected by a Restrictive Covenant; however, the proposal does not breach any 
conditions of the Covenant. 
This restrictive covenant was amended through the Supreme Court to allow for two dwellings 
to be built on the subject land to replace a previous restriction which allowed for only one 
dwelling to be built on the land. This variation to the covenant allows for the development of 
two dwellings on the subject site subject to various additional restrictions including side by 
side typology, double car garages, limit of 4 bedrooms, and various overlooking standards 
similar to that of ResCode.   

Is the land of Cultural Heritage Sensitivity? 
The land is not considered to be of cultural heritage sensitivity under the Aboriginal Heritage 
Regulations 2007. 

2. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City: A City where growth and development 

occur in a strategic, fair and sustainable way 
3.1  A City of 20-minute neighbourhoods 
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3. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with the application. 

4. Consultation/Public Submissions 

Public notification of the application 
The application was subject to notification. The notification was satisfactorily completed and 
14 objections and 11 submission in support of the proposal were received. 
The grounds of objection may be summarised as follows: 

• The proposal is not consistent with the neighbourhood character of the area 
• Future development will create traffic congestion in the street 
• The proposal will impact solar access to properties in Latrobe Terrace and Treasury 

Place 
• Privacy and noise impacts to surrounding properties 
• Impact on the storm water drainage system in the area 
• Increased pressure on local amenities and services 
• The smaller lots proposed are unattractive, and result in a reduction of trees and green 

open space in the area 
• A central crossover will result in the loss of a street tree 
• No planning permit will be required for future development of the subdivided lots due to 

their size 
• Breach of the Restrictive Covenant  
• The area is not nominated for medium density housing in the Taylors Hill masterplan  
• Council recently refused two dwellings on a lot at 14 Southbank Walk, Taylors Hill 
• The proposal will set a precedent for further development within the area 
• Loss of property values. 

A response to the objections is provided in Appendix 4. 

Referral of the application 
The application was referred to a Council’s Infrastructure Planning Department for comment 
and advice. A complete list of responses is included in Appendix 5. 

5. Issues 
Planning Assessment 
A recommendation to refuse the proposal is based on an assessment against the relevant 
requirements of the Melton Planning Scheme, Council’s Housing Character Assessment and 
Design Guidelines, and consideration of written objections.  
The proposed subdivision and building envelopes on each lot are deemed inconsistent with 
the relevant state and local planning policies, the objectives and standards of Clause 56, and 
the existing subdivision pattern of the area which is characterised by single dwellings on 
larger allotments with generous front, rear and side setbacks and separation between 
dwellings   
The proposed building envelopes on each lot will allow a 10 metre wall on each side 
boundary and zero boundary setback along the common boundary of each lot. This will 
facilitate a future boundary to boundary development on the land which is inconsistent with 
the existing and preferred neighbourhood and streetscape character of the area.   
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Council’s Housing Character Assessment and Design Guidelines indicates that dwellings 
should have setbacks similar to those in the streetscape. As the streetscape of the subject 
site and surrounding area does not feature boundary to boundary development and garage 
walls on boundaries limited to 6 metres in length the proposal is not consistent with the 
established character of the area.  
Although the restrictive covenant has previously been amended by the Supreme Court to 
enable the land to be subdivided and developed, this does not remove the need for Council 
to determine whether the future subdivision and subsequent development is appropriate from 
a planning perspective.   
The grounds of objection are acknowledged and substantiated in relation to the proposal 
being inconsistent with the existing neighbourhood character of the area.   However, the 
remaining grounds of objection cannot be substantiated as they relate to the future 
development of each lot which does not form part of this application or raise issues that are 
not considered to be relevant planning considerations.   

6. Options 
Council can either support the application by issuing a Notice of Decision to Grant a Permit 
or not support the proposal by issuing a Notice of Refusal. 

7. Conclusion 
The application has been assessed against the State Planning Policy Framework, Local 
Planning Policy Framework, Zone/Overlay provisions and Clause 65 of the Melton Planning 
Scheme. 
It is considered that the proposal generally does not comply with the relevant requirements of 
the Planning Scheme. 
Therefore, it is recommended that the application be refused as outlined in Appendix 6. 
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Cr Carli returned to the meeting at 7.42 pm. 
 
12.6 TAYLORS ROAD REPORT - RESPONSE TO COUNCILLOR REQUEST FOR 

UPDATE 
Author: Daniel Anskaitis - Traffic and Transport Engineer 

Presenter: Luke Shannon - Acting General Manager Corporate Services  
 

Cr Ramsey departed from the meeting at 7.44 pm and returned to the meeting at 7.45 pm. 
 

PURPOSE OF REPORT 
To respond to Notice of Motion 798 (Cr Abboushi) regarding the status of road improvement works 
at Taylors Road. 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council note the report. 
Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Deeming. 
That Council note the report.  

CARRIED 
Cr Majdlik foreshadowed the following additional motion: 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi.  
That Council Officers liaise and work in conjunction with Brimbank City Council to secure the 
duplication of Taylors Road (that sits outside the boundary of Melton City Council) in their future 
strategic plan. 

CARRIED 
 

 

REPORT 

1. Executive Summary 
At the Ordinary meeting of Council held on 7th March 2022 Council considered Notice of 
Motion 798 (Cr Abboushi) and resolved:  

‘That officers prepare a report to Council to provide an update on infrastructure 
improvements along the Taylors Road corridor, including interim and ultimate upgrades 
and their associated timing.’ 

In 2021 Council undertook a Road Safety Audit and a Public Lighting Audit of Taylors Road.  
Following these Audits a range of improvement works have been undertaken as detailed in 
this report. Further works at the intersection are to take place at the intersection of City Vista 
Court consisting of a temporary roundabout. 
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Furthermore Council has committed in its’ Capital Works Program to undertake major works 
along the corridor, including the duplication of a section of road, and construction of traffic 
signals at four key intersections, with a further intersection to be signalised through works 
undertaken by a developer as part of their subdivision.  The planning for all of these works is 
well advanced.  The works will be completed over a staggered period of time, with all works 
expected to be complete by 2024. 

2. Background/Issues 
This report responds to Notice of Motion 798 which was considered by Council at the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 7 March 2022.  Council resolved: 

‘That officers prepare a report to Council to provide an update on infrastructure 
improvements along the Taylors Road corridor, including interim and ultimate upgrades 
and their associated timing.’ 

By way of background Council received a report at the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 
27 September 2021 which responded to Notice of Motion 767 regarding a review of street 
lighting along Taylors Road. Council resolved:  

That Council note that interim lighting improvements to two key intersections and 
associated safety measures including linemarking, signage and delineation are 
scheduled to occur. 

In response to Notice of Motion 798 the following update on both completed and scheduled 
works along the Taylors Road corridor is provided. 
Taylors Road 
Taylors Road is a major local road that runs in an east / west direction from Leakes Road in 
the west to Sunshine Avenue in the east where it then continues as Green Gully Road. The 
area reviewed for this report is confined to the area between Plumpton Road and Calder 
Park Drive and is shown in Figure 1 below. 
1. Figure 1 – Taylors Road: Plumpton Road to City Vista Court 

 
This section of Taylors Road is relatively straight and flat, operating predominantly with a 
single traffic lane in each direction and posted speed limit of 60km/h for most of this length. 
Many intersections along Taylors Road provide turning lanes, and varying conditions along 
Taylors Road as it transitions from a rural standard road in the west, to an urban road in the 
east. The change in road conditions reflect the change in Taylors Road from its historic use 
as a rural road to its current and future function as a major road within the municipality.  
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Taylors Road Upgrade Plan: 
The entire length of Taylors Road is expected to be upgraded within the next 10 years with 
number of projects expected to be completed within the next 18-24 months.  The expected 
time frame for delivery of these projects is outlined in the Taylors Road Upgrade Plan.  

 
 

Taylors Road Intersection Upgrades 
It is noted that there are five major intersections along Taylors Road expected to be 
upgraded by June 2024: 

• Taylors Rd / Plumpton Rd (June 2023) 
• Taylors Rd / Sinclairs Rd (June 2023) 
• Taylors Rd / Gourlay Road (June 2024) 
• Taylors Rd / Westwood Drive (June 2023) 
• Taylors Rd / City Vista Court (June 2023) 
 
Four of the five projects are to be delivered by Council and are expected to run on schedule 
as outlined above and within the Taylors Road Corridor Plan. The fifth intersection (Taylors 
Road / City Vista Court) is to be delivered by private developer as part of their subdivisional 
works on the south side of this intersection. 

Taylors Road / City Vista Court Intersection – interim works 
There is an identified need to improve conditions at the intersection of City Vista Court / 
Taylors Road prior to the Taylors Road Corridor Plan. In response to this it is intended for 
Council to deliver an interim roundabout over the 2022 Easter school holidays. This interim 
roundabout is expected to alleviate conditions turning in and out of City Vista Court until the 
ultimate signalisation project is completed, expected to be in mid 2023. 

Road Safety Audit (July 2021) & Public Lighting Audit (August 2021) 
A Road Safety Audit and Lighting assessment were undertaken by an independent Road 
Safety Auditor as a proactive measure to review the existing road environment for both day 
and night-time conditions along Taylors Road between Leakes Road and Caroline Springs 
Boulevard.  
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Based on the Road Safety Audit and lighting assessment, Council adopted the changes 
outlined in the table below: 

Lighting and Road Safety Audit Improvements 
Proposal Description Outcome 

Resurface – Gourlay Road 
to Orbis Avenue 

Delivered as part of the 2021/22 
asphalt renewal program 

Scheduled to be 
completed by May 2022 

Linemarking Between Gourlay Road to Botanic 
Drive 

To occur as part of the 
above works 

Speed reduction From 80km/h to 60km/h, west of 
Plumpton Road 

Application submitted to 
Department of 
Transport – currently 
awaiting approval 

Road surface cleaning Cleaning of road surface between 
Plumpton and Sinclairs Road 

Completed 

Cycling Sign Re-orientate sign Completed 

Line marking 
improvements 

Plumpton Road Completed 

Linemarking 
improvements 

Sinclairs Road Completed 

Temporary fencing to be 
relocated 

Temporary fencing too close to 
road reserve 

Completed 

Remove ‘left lane ends’ 
sign 

Sign to be removed Completed 

Install Pedestrian 
Crossing Sign 

Missing sign at Taylors / Leakes 
Road 

Completed 

Form lane sign  Install form lane signs on both 
sides of the road 

Completed 

Keep Left Install keep left sign on approach 
to Aintree Boulevard 

Completed 

Bi-directional hazard sign Missing from departure of 
roundabout 

Completed 

Merge sign missing Replace merge sign near 
Taylors/Gourlay Rd 

Completed 

Changes to line marking At right turn bar treatment near 
Krateron Street 

Completed 

Keep left sign Add keep left sign at Elm Drive Completed 

Tree obstruction Maintenance on trees near 
Lindley Avenue 

Completed 

Keep Left Sign Keep left at Merinda Blvd needs 
to be fixed 

Completed 

Keep Left Sign Keep Left sign at Aniseed Avenue 
to be added 

Completed 

Remove keep left Remove keep left at 
Commonwealth drive 

Completed 
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Damaged Keep left sign Fix keep left at pedestrian refuge 
on Leakes Road 

Completed 

Streetlights not working Fix non-working streetlights Completed 

Reflector replacement Fix deteriorated reflectors Completed 

Lighting Bulb Upgrades City Vista, Plumpton, and Taylors 
Road to be lit with 105w bulbs 

Completed 

 

3. Council and Wellbeing Plan Reference and Policy Reference 
The Melton City Council 2021-2025 Council and Wellbeing Plan references: 
3. A fast growing, innovative and well-planned City 

3.3 A City with accessible infrastructure that meets the needs of all. 

4. Financial Considerations 
No Council related financial considerations are involved with this report. 

5. Consultation/Public Submissions 
No Consultation/Public Submissions are involved in with this report. 

6. Risk Analysis 
There are no risks identified with the options of this report. 

7. Options 
This report provides an update on the status of improvements for Taylors Road and as such 
there are no associated options for consideration.   

8. Conclusion 
It is recognised that Taylors Road it a key east west road in the municipality and is carrying 
an increasing volume of traffic.  
Various improvement works have recently occurred along the road, including improved 
lighting, signage and linemarking.  An interim roundabout is scheduled to occur at a key 
intersection in the coming month.  Road duplication works and the construction of signals at 
five key intersection are in Council’s existing capital program, and when complete will 
provide for significant enhancements along Taylors Road. 
 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
Nil 
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The Mayor, Cr Kesic, declared the meeting adjourned for a period of 15 minutes at 7.55 pm. 
 
The meeting resumed at 8.10 pm. 

13. REPORTS FROM DELEGATES APPOINTED TO OTHER BODIES 
AND COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIONS AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The Mayor, Cr Kesic, presented the following announcements:  

FEDERAL BUDGET OUTCOMES 
We received some great news in the Federal Budget last week.   
The Federal Government announced funding for the Western Intermodal Freight Terminal 
and Outer Metropolitan Ring Road and Rail project. 
The budget included $740 million for the Western Interstate Freight Terminal in 
Truganina, which is located within the City of Melton and $920 million for the Outer 
Metropolitan Ring which includes rail connection to the Western Freight Terminal. 
These are two key projects that together will help create 39,000 ongoing jobs in the west 
and ensure more efficient freight movements across the country. Council looks forward to 
working with both the State and Federal governments for the timely planning and delivery 
of both projects. 
On behalf of my fellow Councillors, I extend our thanks and appreciation to the Federal 
Government for listening to what the industry said it needed and what council has 
advocated for.  
This continues to deliver on our Investment Attraction Strategy to create local jobs and 
attract commercial investment. 
The State Budget is expected in May and our budget submission seeks investment in a 
range of community priorities including the electrification of the Melton rail line, funding to 
construct the Melton Hospital beyond initial planning and early works, and TAFE and 
tertiary education and more. 
We look forward to continuing to advocate to both the State and Federal governments for 
the needs of our community. 

FIX OUR ROADS CAMPAIGN  
Today, I was also pleased to be joined by my Councillor colleagues, representatives from 
the Community Transport Reference Group and other key stakeholders to launch our ‘Fix 
our Roads’ campaign. 
As one of Australia’s fastest growing municipalities, our community experiences serious 
safety and congestion issues on our roads. Our community has told us that improving 
traffic and transport is a major priority.  
The Fix Our Roads campaign is an opportunity for Council and the community to ask the 
State and Federal governments to urgently fund upgrades to six key major road projects 
in the lead up to the Federal and State elections. The roads we want upgraded are: 
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• The Western Highway  

• Melton Highway 

• Palmers Road Corridor 

• Calder Park Drive and Calder Park Interchange, Hillside 

• Hopkins Road, Truganina, and  

• Christies Road, Caroline Springs. 
Our road conditions are rapidly getting worse as our population booms – we’re heading 
towards a population of half a million people in the next 30 years and 73 per cent of 
workers commute outside our area to get to work every day. 
Getting a commitment to upgrade these roads will not only improve safety and congestion 
for our community but will be a major catalyst in attracting commercial investment and 
much needed local jobs.  
In the coming months through to the Victorian State Election in November, you will see 
the Fix our Roads campaign in the media, on the electronic billboards on the Western 
Highway, and across a range of activity within the local community.  
I encourage all within our community to learn more about the campaign and support the 
need for road investment by signing the petition at fixoutroads.com.au  

NATIONAL GROWTH AREAS ALLIANCE 

CITY OF MELTON RECEIVES TWO AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE 
I am proud to acknowledge that Melton City Central received two awards at the National 
Growth Areas Alliance Awards for Excellence Ceremony held last month. 
In a fitting testament to the great work undertaken by Council, the Melton Central 
Community Centre has taken out the Partnership – Building Connections Award. 
The category showcased partnerships and collaboration that have achieved better 
outcomes for communities. The Melton Central Community Centre is a wonderful asset 
and it's fantastic to see it recognised. 
Council created the centre as a place where service providers could work with our 
community to offer much-needed services to our growing and culturally diverse 
population. 
Cobblebank Stadium, our largest capital works project to date, also took out a 
commendation award in the Built Environment category. This is a wonderful facility that 
was celebrated with a Community Open Day on Saturday. The state-of-the-art, 
Cobblebank Indoor Stadium, provides six high-ball courts catering to various sports 
including basketball, netball, volleyball, badminton, and table tennis, addressing the 
under-provision of indoor sport courts across the region. 
Congratulations and a huge thank you to all who contributed to the delivery of these 
amazing facilities, both of which were up against some tough competition. It is so pleasing 
for the hard work of Council to be acknowledged – but more importantly that we are 
delivering best practice outcomes for our community. 
 
 
Verbal reports were received from Crs Kesic, Carli, Ramsey, Deeming, Vandenberg, 
Shannon, Majdlik and Abboushi. 
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14. NOTICES OF MOTION 

14.1 NOTICE OF MOTION 803 (CR MAJDLIK) 
Councillor: Kathy Majdlik  

NOTICE: 
That Council write a letter of appreciation under seal, thanking Mr Maurice Heaney, General 
Manager Community Services, for the 33 years of exceptional service at Melton City Council, 
signed by the Mayor and Councillors. 
 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Ramsey. 
That Council write a letter of appreciation under seal, thanking Mr Maurice Heaney, General 
Manager Community Services, for the 33 years of exceptional service at Melton City Council, 
signed by the Mayor and Councillors.  

CARRIED 
 

Cr Majdlik called for a division thereby setting aside the vote. 
For: 
Crs Abboushi, Carli, Deeming, Kesic, Majdlik, Ramsey, Shannon and Vandenberg 
Against: 
Nil 

The Mayor declared the Motion CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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14.2 NOTICE OF MOTION 804 (CR MAJDLIK) 
Councillor: Kathy Majdlik 

NOTICE: 
That Council officers provide a report to consider reducing the speed limit on Caroline Springs 
Blvd, from the roundabout located between ‘The Crossing’ heading north up to College Street (on 
both sides of the road) due to the increase of pedestrian activity and outdoor dining. 

 
Motion 
Crs Majdlik/Abboushi. 
That Council officers provide a report to consider reducing the speed limit to 40km/h on Caroline 
Springs Blvd, from the roundabout located between ‘The Crossing’ heading north up to College 
Street (on both sides of the road) due to the increase of pedestrian activity and outdoor dining.  

CARRIED 
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14.3 NOTICE OF MOTION 805 (CR ABBOUSHI) 
Councillor: Steven Abboushi  

NOTICE: 
That Council: 
1) Review current local vocational and job-readiness training and support opportunities in the 

context of economic pandemic recovery and community needs. 
2) Seek additional funding for new and existing vocational and job-readiness programs through 

available government or private sector grants. 
3) Seek officer advice on the provision of $20K toward vocational and job-readiness training 

initiatives either within existing approved budget or in 2022/23 Council Budget deliberations. 
 

Motion 
Crs Abboushi/Majdlik. 
That Council: 
1) Review current local vocational and job-readiness training and support opportunities in the 

context of economic pandemic recovery and community needs. 
2) Seek additional funding for new and existing vocational and job-readiness programs through 

available government or private sector grants. 
3) Seek officer advice on the provision of $20K toward vocational and job-readiness training 

initiatives either within existing approved budget or in 2022/23 Council Budget deliberations.  
CARRIED 
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14.4 NOTICE OF MOTION 806 (CR TURNER) 

Councillor: Bob Turner  

NOTICE: 
That Council write to The Honourable Martin Foley MP, Minister for Health, and Mr Steve McGhie, 
Member for Melton and the Parliamentary Secretary for Health in respect to the City of Melton’s 
urgent need for additional local Doctors. 
 
Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Majdlik. 
That Council write to all members of the Upper and Lower House of the State Parliament who 
represent constituents in the City of Melton in respect to the City of Melton’s urgent need for 
additional local Doctors.  

CARRIED 
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14.5 NOTICE OF MOTION 807 (CR VANDENBERG) 
Councillor: Ashleigh Vandenberg  

NOTICE: 
That Council Officers investigate and provide a report to Council at the next council meeting on 2 
May 2022 in respect to the following matters within the City of Melton: 

1) The incidence of rubbish polluting the local waterways and creeks; 
2) Current strategies used to promote healthy waterways and wetlands; 
3) An update on the installation of Gross Pollutant Traps (GPT’s) in waterways and creeks as 

outlined in the Integrated Water Management Plan; and 
4) Potential funding options for strategies to promote healthy waterway and wetlands, such a 

GPT’s and litter traps. 
 
Motion 
Crs Vandenberg/Shannon. 
That Council Officers investigate and provide a report to Council at the next council meeting on 2 
May 2022 in respect to the following matters within the City of Melton: 

1) The incidence of rubbish polluting the local waterways and creeks; 
2) Current strategies used to promote healthy waterways and wetlands; 
3) An update on the installation of Gross Pollutant Traps (GPT’s) in waterways and creeks as 

outlined in the Integrated Water Management Plan; and 
4) Potential funding options for strategies to promote healthy waterway and wetlands, such a 

GPT’s and litter traps.  
CARRIED 
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15. COUNCILLOR’S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

15.1 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

Cr Shannon 
Can I have an update on the western end of Minns Road in Harkness? Residents have 
complained of road corrugations being quite intense and extreme dust. 

15.2 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Cr Majdlik 
Can I have an update on the Carers Hub? 

15.3 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Cr Carli 
Can I have an update on Hume Drive duplication Stage 2 please? 

15.4 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Cr Carli 
Can I have an update on Calder Park Drive and Taylors Rd roundabout signalised 
intersection? 

15.5 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Cr Ramsey 
What is the best way to consider, in respect to Bridge Road in Strathtulloh, where it would 
be most appropriate to introduce pedestrian crossings? 

15.6 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Cr Ramsey 
How are negotiations with Orange Door in respect to them coming to the City of Melton 
going? 

15.7 COUNCILLOR'S QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 

Cr Vandenberg 
Can Council please provide a response on why a State Candidate is being included in 
an official photograph on Council’s social media? 
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16. URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil.



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF COUNCIL 4 APRIL 2022 

Page 128 

17. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

Recommended Procedural Motion 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Melton Weir Development Committee Community Membership 

(f)      as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 
in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal 
affairs. 

17.2 2021 Young Communities Grants assessment outcome 
(f)      as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 

in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal 
affairs. 

17.3 Contract 21/065 - Melton City Council Unsealed Carpark Package 
(g)    as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 

business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage. 

Motion 
Crs Ramsey/Carli. 
That pursuant to section 66(1) and (2)(a) of the Local Government Act 2020 the meeting be closed 
to the public to consider the following reports that are considered to contain confidential 
information on the grounds provided in section 3(1) of the Local Government Act 2020 as 
indicated: 
17.1 Melton Weir Development Committee Community Membership 

(f)      as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 
in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal 
affairs. 

17.2 2021 Young Communities Grants assessment outcome 
(f)      as it relates to personal information, being information which if released would result 

in the unreasonable disclosure of information about any person or their personal 
affairs. 

17.3 Contract 21/065 - Melton City Council Unsealed Carpark Package 
(g)    as it relates to private commercial information, being information provided by a 

business, commercial or financial undertaking that— 
(i)      relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii)      if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage.  
CARRIED 
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18. CLOSE OF BUSINESS 

The meeting closed at 9.34pm. 
 
 
Confirmed 
Dated this 
 
 
............................................................................CHAIRPERSON 


	1. Opening Prayer and Reconciliation statement
	2. Apologies and Leave of Absence
	3. Changes To the Order of Business
	4. Deputations
	5. Declaration of Any Pecuniary Interest, Other Interest or Conflict of Interest of Any Councillor
	6. Adoption and Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meetings
	7. Summary of Informal Meeting of Councillors
	7.1 Summary of Informal Meetings of Councillors in accordance with Chapter 6, Rule 1 of the Council's Governance Rules
	List of Appendices


	8. Correspondence Inward
	9. Petitions and Joint Letters
	10. Resumption of Debate or Other Business Carried over from a Previous Meeting
	11. Public Question Time
	12. Presentation of Staff Reports
	12.1 Advisory Committees of Council - Aggregated Meeting Minutes
	List of Appendices

	12.2 Heritage Advisory Committee - Appointment of Community Members
	List of Appendices

	12.3 Fine Free Libraries
	List of Appendices

	12.4 Planning Application PA 2021/7572 - Use of an existing building for a Restricted Place of Assembly with associated car parking At 122 Brooklyn Road, Brookfield
	List of Appendices

	12.5 Planning Application PA 2021/7737/1 - Two lot subdivision At 18 Latrobe Terrace, Taylors Hill
	List of Appendices

	12.6 Taylors Road Report - Response to Councillor Request for Update
	List of Appendices


	13. Reports From Delegates Appointed To Other Bodies and Councillor Representations and Acknowledgements
	14. Notices of Motion
	14.1 Notice of Motion 803 (Cr Majdlik)
	14.2 Notice of Motion 804 (Cr Majdlik)
	14.3 Notice of Motion 805 (Cr Abboushi)
	14.4 Notice of Motion 806 (Cr Turner)
	14.5 Notice of Motion 807 (Cr Vandenberg)

	15. Councillor’s Questions Without Notice
	16. Urgent Business
	17. Confidential Business
	18. Close of Business



